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O R IG IN A L  P R E F A C E .

T O  T H E  R E A D E R .

C H R IS T IA N  R E A D E R ,ð T h e h o ly  a n d  lea rn ed  a u th o r o f th is little b o o k ,
h a v in g  o u tru n  h is y ea rs, h a sten ed  to  a  m a tu rity  b efo re th e o rd in a ry
sea so n , in so m u ch  th a t rip e su m m er-fru it w a s fo u n d  w ith  h im  b y  th e first
o f th e sp rin g : fo r b efo re h e h a d  liv ed  tw en ty -fiv e y ea rs co m p lete, h e h a d
g o t to  b e Philologus, Philosophus, Theologus exim ius; w h ereo f h e g a v e
su ita b le p ro o fs, b y  h is la b o u rs, h a v in g  first p ro fessed  in  p h ilo so p h y  th ree
y ea rs, w ith  h ig h  a p p ro b a tio n , in  th e u n iv ersity  o f G la sg o w , a n d  th en ce
w a s tra n sla ted  to  th e m in istry  o f th e g o sp el in  a  co n g reg a tio n  a d ja cen t,
w h ere h e la b o u red  in  th e w o rk  o f th e g o sp el n ea r fo u r y ea rs, lea v in g  a n
ep istle o f co m m en d a tio n  u p o n  th e h ea rts o f h is h ea rers. B u t a s few
b u rn in g  a n d  sh in in g  lig h ts h a v e b een  o f lo n g  co n tin u a n ce h ere, so  h e
('a fter h e h a d  serv ed  h is o w n  g en era tio n  b y  th e w ill o f G o d ,' a n d  m a n y
h a d  rejo iced  in  h is lig h t fo r a  sea so n ) w a s q u ick ly  tra n sp o rted  to  th e la n d
o f p ro m ise, in  th e 2 6 th  y ea r o f h is a g e. H e liv ed  d eserv ed ly  esteem ed  a n d
b elo v ed , a n d  d ied  m u ch  la m en ted  b y  a ll d iscern in g  C h ristia n s w h o  k n ew
h im . A n d , in d eed , th e lo ss w h ich  th e ch u rch es o f C h rist, in  th ese p a rts,
su sta in ed  in  h is d ea th , w a s th e g rea ter u p o n  a  d o u b le a cco u n t: first, th a t
h e w a s a  p erso n  fitted  w ith  d ex terity  to  v in d ica te sch o o l-d iv in ity  a n d
p ra ctica l th eo lo g y  fro m  th e su p erflu ity  o f v a in  a n d  fru itless p erp lex in g
q u estio n s w h erew ith  la tter tim es h a v e co rru p ted  b o th ; a n d  h a d  it u p o n
h is sp irit, in  a ll h is w a y , to  red u ce th a t n a tiv e g o sp el sim p licity , w h ich , in
m o st p a rts o f th e w o rld  w h ere litera tu re is in  esteem , a n d  w h ere th e
g o sp el is p rea ch ed , is a lm o st ex iled  fro m  th e sch o o l a n d  fro m  th e p u lp it,ð
a  sp ecim en  w h ereo f th e ju d icio u s rea d er m a y  fin d  in  th is little trea tise.
B esid es, h e w a s a  p erso n  o f em in en t m o d era tio n  a n d  so b riety  o f sp irit, (a
ra re g ra ce in  th is g en era tio n ,) w h o se h ea rt w a s m u ch  d ra w n  fo rth  in  th e
stu d y  o f h ea lin g -w a y s a n d  co n d escen sio n s o f lo v e a m o n g  b reth ren ; o n e
w h o  lo n g ed  fo r th e reco v erin g  o f th e hum anity of Christianity, w h ich
h a th  b een  w ell n ea r lo st in  th e b itter d iv isio n s o f th ese tim es, a n d  th e
a n im o sities w h ich  h a v e fo llo w ed  th ereu p o n .



T h a t w h ich  g a v e th e rise to  th e p u b lish in g  o f th is p a rt o f h is m a n u scrip ts,
w a s p a rtly  th e lo n g in g  o f m a n y  w h o  k n ew  h im  a fter so m e fru it o f h is
la b o u rs fo r th e u se o f th e ch u rch ; a n d  p a rtly  th e ex ceed in g  g rea t
u sefu ln ess o f th e trea tise, w h erein , I a m  b o ld  to  sa y , th a t so m e
fu n d a m en ta ls o f th e C h ristia n  relig io n , a n d  g rea t m y steries o f fa ith , a re
h a n d led  w ith  th e g rea test g o sp el-sim p licity  a n d  m o st d ex tero u s
p la in n ess; a n d  a re b ro u g h t d o w n  to  th e m ea n est ca p a city  a n d  v u lg a r
u n d ersta n d in g , w ith  a b u n d a n t ev id en ce o f a  g rea t h eig h t a n d  rea ch  o f
u sefu l k n o w led g e in  th e a u th o r; w h o , h a d  h e liv ed  to  h a v e p erfected  th e
ex p lica tio n  o f th e g ro u n d s o f relig io n  in  th is m a n n erð a s h e in ten d ed , in
h is o p en in g  th e ca tech ism  u n to  h is p a rticu la r co n g reg a tio n ð h e h a d  b een ,
u p o n  th is sin g le a cco u n t, fa m o u s in  th e ch u rch es o f C h rist. B u t n o w , b y
th is im p erfect opus posthum um , th o u  a rt left to  ju d g e ex ungue leonem .

T h e a u th o r's m eth o d  w a s h is p ecu lia r g ift, w h o , b ein g  n o  stra n g er to  th e
ru les o f a rt, k n ew  w ell h o w  to  m a k e h is m eth o d  su b serv e th e m a tter
w h ich  h e h a n d led ; fo r, th o u g h  h e tell n o t a lw a y s th a t h is d isco u rse h a th
so  m a n y  p a rts, th o u  m a y est n o t th in k  it w a n ts m eth o d , it b ein g  m axim am
artis celare artem . T h a t th e sa m e S p irit w h ich  en a b led  h im  to  co n ceiv e,
a n d  co m m u n ica te to  o th ers, th ese sw eet m y steries o f sa lv a tio n , m a y  h elp
th ee w ith  p ro fit to  rea d  a n d  p eru se th em , is th e d esire o f h im  w h o  is,

T h in e in  th e serv ice o f th e G o sp el,

P A T R IC K  G IL L E S P IE .

L E C T U R E  I.
G O D 'S  G L O R Y  T H E  C H IE F  E N D  O F  M A N 'S  B E IN G .

R O M . 11.3 6 . "Of him , and through him , and to him , are all things; to
w hom  be glory for ever."

1 C O R . 10 .3 1. "W hatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."

A L L  th a t m en  h a v e to  k n o w , m a y  b e co m p rised  u n d er th ese tw o  h ea d s,ð
W h a t th eir en d  is; a n d  W h a t is th e rig h t, w a y  to  a tta in  to  th a t en d . A n d  a ll
th a t w e h a v e to  d o , is b y  a n y  m ea n s to  seek  to  co m p a ss th a t en d . T h ese



a re th e tw o  ca rd in a l p o in ts o f a  m a n 's k n o w led g e a n d  ex ercise: Quo et
qua eundum  est,ð W h ith er to  g o , a n d  w h a t w a y  to  g o . If th ere b e a
m ista k e in  a n y  o f th ese fu n d a m en ta ls, a ll is w ro n g . A ll a rts a n d  scien ces
h a v e th eir p rin cip les a n d  g ro u n d s th a t m u st b e p resu p p o sed  to  a ll so lid
k n o w led g e a n d  rig h t p ra ctice; so  h a th  th e tru e relig io n  so m e fu n d a m en ta l
p rin cip les w h ich  m u st h e la id  to  h ea rt a n d  im p rin ted  in to  th e so u l, o r
th ere ca n  b e n o  su p erstru ctu re o f tru e a n d  sa v in g  k n o w led g e, a n d  n o
p ra ctice in  C h ristia n ity  th a t ca n  lea d  to  a  b lessed  en d . B u t a s th e
p rin cip les a re n o t m a n y , b u t, a  few  co m m o n  a n d  ea sy  g ro u n d s, fro m
w h ich  a ll th e co n clu sio n s o f a rt a re red u ced , so  th e p rin cip les o f tru e
relig io n  a re few  a n d  p la in ; th ey  n eed  n eith er b u rd en  y o u r m em o ry , n o r
co n fo u n d  y o u r u n d ersta n d in g . T h a t w h ich  m a y  sa v e y o u  'is n ig h  th ee,'
sa y s th e a p o stle, (R o m . 10 .8 .) 'ev en  in  th y  m o u th .' It is n eith er to o  fa r
a b o v e u s, n o r to o  fa r b elo w  u s. B u t, a la s! y o u r n o t co n sid erin g  o f th o se
co m m o n  a n d  few  a n d  ea sy  g ro u n d s, m a k es th em  b o th  b u rd en so m e to  th e
m em o ry , a n d  d a rk  to  th e u n d ersta n d in g . A s th ere is n o th in g  so  ea sy  b u t it
b eco m es d ifficu lt if y o u  d o  it a g a in st y o u r w ill,ð N ihil est tam  facile, quin
difficile fiat, si invitus feceris,ð so  th ere is n o th in g  so  p la in , so  co m m o n ,
b u t it b eco m es d a rk  a n d  h a rd  if y o u  d o  n o t in d eed  co n sid er it a n d  la y  it to
h ea rt.

T h a t w h ich  is, in  th e first p la ce, to  b e co n sid ered  is, o u r en d . A s in  a ll
o th er a rts, a n d  ev ery  p etty  b u sin ess, it h a th  th e first p la ce o f
co n sid era tio n , so  esp ecia lly  in  th e C h ristia n  relig io n . It is th e first ca u se o f
a ll h u m a n  a ctio n s, a n d  th e first p rin cip le o f a ll d elib era te m o tio n s. E x cep t
y o u  w o u ld  w a lk  a t ra n d o m , n o t k n o w in g  w h ith er y o u  g o , o r w h a t y o u  d o ,
y o u  m u st o n ce esta b lish  th is a n d  fix  it in  y o u r in ten tio n ð W h a t is th e
g rea t en d  a n d  p u rp o se w h erefo re I a m  crea ted , a n d  sen t in to  th e w o rld ? If
th is b e n o t eith er q u estio n ed , o r n o t rig h tly  co n stitu ted , y o u  ca n n o t b u t
sp en d  y o u r tim e, Vel nihil agendo, vel aliud agendo, vel m ale agendo;
y o u  m u st eith er d o  n o th in g , o r n o th in g  to  p u rp o se, o r, th a t w h ich  is
w o rse, th a t w h ich  w ill u n d o  y o u . It is certa in ly  th e w ro n g  esta b lish in g  o f
th is o n e th in g  th a t m a k es th e m o st p a rt o f o u r m o tio n s eith er a lto g eth er
irreg u la r, o r u n p ro fita b le, o r d estru ctiv e a n d  h u rtfu l. T h erefo re, a s th is
p o in t h a th  th e first p la ce in  y o u r ca tech ism , so  it o u g h t to  b e first o f a ll
la id  to  h ea rt, a n d  p o n d ered  a s th e o n e n ecessa ry  th in g . 'O n e th in g  is
n eed fu l,' sa y s C h rist, L u k e 10 .4 2 ; a n d  if a n y  th in g  b e in  a  su p erla tiv e



d eg ree n eed fu l, th is is it. O  th a t y o u  w o u ld  ch o o se to  co n sid er it, a s th e
n ecessity  a n d  w eig h t o f it req u ire!

W e h a v e rea d  tw o  scrip tu res, w h ich  sp ea k  to  th e u ltim a te a n d  ch ief en d  o f
m a n , w h ich  is th e g lo rify in g  o f G o d  b y  a ll o u r a ctio n s a n d  w o rd s a n d
th o u g h ts. In  w h ich  w e h a v e th ese th in g s o f im p o rta n ce: 1. T h a t G o d 's
g lo ry  is th e en d  o f o u r b ein g . 2 . T h a t G o d 's g lo ry  sh o u ld  b e th e en d  o f o u r
d o in g . A n d , 3 . T h e g ro u n d  o f b o th  th ese; b eca u se b o th  b ein g  a n d  d o in g
a re fro m  h im , th erefo re th ey  o u g h t to  b e b o th  fo r h im . H e is th e first
ca u se o f b o th , a n d  th erefo re h e o u g h t to  b e th e la st en d  o f b o th . 'O f h im ,
a n d  th ro u g h  h im , a re a ll th in g s;' a n d  th erefo re a ll th in g s a re a lso  fo r h im ,
a n d  th erefo re a ll th in g s sh o u ld  b e d o n e to  h im .

G o d  is in d ep en d en t a lto g eth er, a n d  self-su fficien t. T h is is h is ro y a l
p rero g a tiv e, w h erein  h e in fin itely  tra n scen d s a ll crea ted  p erfectio n . H e is
o f h im self, a n d  fo r h im self; fro m  n o  o th er, a n d  fo r n o  o th er, 'b u t o f h im ,
a n d  fo r h im , a re a ll th in g s.' H e is th e fo u n ta in -h ea d ; y o u  o u g h t to  fo llo w
th e strea m s u p  to  it, a n d  th en  to  rest, fo r y o u  ca n  g o  n o  fa rth er. B u t th e
crea tu re, ev en  th e m o st p erfect w o rk , b esid es G o d , it h a th  th ese tw o
in g red ien ts o f lim ita tio n  a n d  im p erfectio n  in  its b o so m : it is fro m
a n o th er, a n d  fo r a n o th er. It h a th  its rise o u t o f th e fo u n ta in  o f G o d 's
im m en se p o w er a n d  g o o d n ess, a n d  it m u st ru n  to w a rd s th a t a g a in , till it
em p ty  a ll its fa cu lties a n d  ex cellen cies in to  th a t sa m e sea  o f g o o d n ess.
D ep en d en ce is th e p ro p er n o tio n  o f a  crea ted  b ein g ,ð d ep en d en ce u p o n
th a t in fin ite in d ep en d en t B ein g , a s th e first im m ed ia te ca u se, a n d  th e la st
im m ed ia te en d . Y o u  see th en  th a t th is p rin cip le is en g ra v en  in  th e v ery
n a tu re o f m a n . It is a s certa in  a n d  ev id en t th a t m a n  is m a d e fo r G o d 's
g lo ry , a n d  fo r n o  o th er en d , a s th a t h e is fro m  G o d 's p o w er, a n d  fro m  n o
o th er ca u se. E x cep t m en  d o  v io la te th eir o w n  co n scien ce, a n d  p u t o u t
th eir o w n  ey esð a s th e G en tiles d id , R o m . 1.19 ,& c.ð 'th a t w h ich  m a y  b e
k n o w n ' o f m a n 's ch ief en d , 'is m a n ifest in  th em ,' so  th a t a ll m en  a re
'w ith o u t ex cu se.' A s G o d 's b ein g  is in d ep en d en t, so  th a t h e ca n n o t b e
ex p ressed  b y  a n y  n a m e m o re su ita b le th a n  su ch  a s h e ta k es to  h im self, 'I
a m  th a t I a m ,'ð im p o rtin g  a  b o u n d less, in effa b le, a b so lu te, a n d
tra n scen d en t b ein g , b esid e w h ich , n o  crea tu re d eserv es so  m u ch  a s to
h a v e th e n a m e o f b ein g , o r to  b e m a d e m en tio n  o f in  o n e d a y  w ith  h is
n a m e, b eca u se h is g lo rio u s lig h t m a k es th e p o o r d eriv ed  sh a d o w  o f lig h t



in  o th er crea tu res to  d isa p p ea r, a n d  to  ev a n ish  o u t o f th e w o rld  o f b ein g s,
ð so  it is th e g lo rio u s p erfectio n  o f h is n a tu re, th a t h e d o th  'a ll th in g s fo r
h im self,' P ro v . 16 .4 , fo r h is o w n  n a m e; a n d  h is g lo ry  is a s d ea r to  h im  a s
h im self.' I a m  th e L o rd , th a t is m y  n a m e, a n d  [th erefo re] m y  g lo ry  w ill I
n o t g iv e to  a n o th er,' Isa . 4 2 .8 ; a n d  4 8 .11. T h is is n o  a m b itio n . In d eed , fo r
a  m a n  to  seek  h is o w n  g lo ry , o r sea rch  in to  it, 'is n o t g lo ry ,' (P ro v . 2 5 .2 7 ,)
b u t ra th er a  m a n 's sh a m e. S elf-seek in g  in  crea tu res is a  m o n stro u s a n d
in co n g ru o u s th in g ; it is a s a b su rd , a n d  u n b eseem in g  a  crea tu re, to  seek
its o w n  g lo ry , a s to  a ttrib u te to  itself its o w n  b ein g . S h a ll th e th in g  fo rm ed
sa y  to  th e p o tter, T h o u  h a st n o t m a d e m e? T h a t w ere rid icu lo u s. A n d
sh a ll th e th in g  fo rm ed  sa y , 'T is m a d e fo r itself? T h a t w ere a s rid icu lo u s.
S elf-d en ia l is th e o rn a m en t a n d  b ea u ty  o f a  crea tu re, a n d  th erefo re
h u m ility  is a n  o rn a m en t a n d  clo th in g , 1 P et. 5 .5 ; a n d  h o n o u r u p h o ld s th e
h u m b le sp irit, P ro v . 2 9 .2 3 . B u t G o d 's self-seek in g , a n d  seek in g  o f h is o w n
g lo ry , is h is em in en t ex cellen cy . It is in d eed  h is g lo ry , b eca u se h e is, a n d
th ere is n o n e else; th ere is n o th in g , b esid es h im , b u t th a t w h ich  h a th
issu ed  fo rth  fro m  h is in co m p reh en sib le fu lln ess. A n d  th erefo re it is a ll th e
rea so n  o f th e w o rld , th a t a s h e is th e b eg in n in g , so  h e sh o u ld  b e th e en d  o f
a ll th in g s, R ev . 1.8 . A n d  th ere is th e m o re rea so n  o f it, th a t h is m a jesty 's
seek in g  o f h is o w n  g lo ry  is n o t p reju d icia l to  th e crea tu re's g o o d , b u t th e
v ery  co m m u n ica tio n  o f h is fu lln ess g o es a lo n g  w ith  it: so  th a t in  g lo rify in g
h im self, h e is m o st b en eficia l to  h is o w n  crea tu res. P o o r crea tu res,
in d ig en t a t h o m e, a re y et p ro u d  o f n o th in g , a n d  en d ea v o u r, in  seek in g  o f
th em selv es, to  en g ro ss a ll p erfectio n s in to  th eir o w n  b o so m s! A m b itio n
a n d  v a in g lo ry  ro b s a n d  sp o ils o th ers' ex cellen cies to  clo th e itself w ith a l;
a n d  th en  b o a sts itself in  th ese b o rro w ed  fea th ers! B u t o u r b lessed  L o rd  is
th en  d o in g  m o st fo r o u r a d v a n ta g e w h en  h e d o es a ll fo r h is o w n  g lo ry . H e
n eed s n o t g o  a b ro a d  to  seek  p erfectio n , b u t to  m a n ifest w h a t h e is in
h im self; h e co m m u n ica tes o f h im self to  u s. O  b lessed  self-seek in g  th a t
g a v e u s a  b ein g  a n d  w ell-b ein g ; th a t m a k es n o  a d v a n ta g e b y  it, b u t g iv es
a d v a n ta g e! H e h a th  th e h o n o u r o f a ll, b u t w e h a v e th e p ro fit o f a ll.

'A ll th in g s a re o f h im , a n d  fo r h im ;' b u t m a n  in  a  p ecu lia r a n d  p ro p er w a y .
A s G o d , in  m a k in g  o f m a n , w a s p lea sed  o f h is g o o d n ess to  sta m p  h im  w ith
a  ch a ra cter o f h is o w n  im a g eð a n d  in  th is h e p u ts a  d ifferen ce b etw een
m a n  a n d  o th er crea tu res, th a t h e sh o u ld  h a v e m o re p la in  a n d  d istin ct
en g ra v in g s o f d iv in e m a jesty  u p o n  h im , w h ich  m ig h t sh o w  th e g lo ry  o f th e



w o rk m a n ð so  it a p p ea rs th a t h e is in  a  sin g u la r w a y  m a d e fo r G o d , a s h is
la st en d . A s h e is set n ea rer G o d , a s th e b eg in n in g  a n d  ca u se, th a n  o th er
crea tu res; so  h e is p la ced  n ea rer G o d  a s th e en d . A ll crea tu res a re m a d e
ultim ¸, la stly , fo r G o d , y et th ey  a re a ll m a d e proxim ,̄ n ex tly , fo r m a n .
T h erefo re D a v id  fa lls o u t a  w o n d erin g , 'L o rd , w h a t is m a n , th a t th o u  a rt
m in d fu l o f h im ,' 'a n d  h a st m a d e h im  to  h a v e d o m in io n  o v er th e w o rk s o f
th y  h a n d s, a n d  p u t a ll th in g s u n d er h is feet!' P sa l. 8 .4 ,6 . T h e crea tu re
co m es o u t in  a  d irect lin e fro m  G o d , a s th e b ea m s fro m  th e b o d y  o f th e
su n ; a n d  it is d irected  to w a rd s th e u se a n d  serv ice o f m a n k in d , fro m
w h o m  a ll th e ex cellen cy  a n d  p erfectio n  th a t is in  it sh o u ld  reflect to w a rd s
G o d  a g a in . M a n  is b o th  proxim  ̄et ultim ¸ fo r G o d . W e a re to  retu rn
im m ed ia tely  to  th e fo u n ta in  o f o u r b ein g ; a n d  th u s o u r h a p p in ess a n d
w ell-b ein g  is p erp etu a ted . T h ere is n o th in g  in terv en in g  b etw een  G o d  a n d
u s th a t o u r u se a n d  serv ice a n d  h o n o u r sh o u ld  b e d irected  to w a rd s: b u t
a ll th e so n g s a n d  p erfectio n s o f th e crea tu re, th a t a re a m o n g  th e rest o f
th e crea tu res, m eet a ll in  m a n  a s th eir cen tre, fo r th is p u rp o se th a t h e
m a y  retu rn  w ith  th em  a ll to  th e g lo rio u s fo u n ta in  fro m  w h en ce th ey
issu ed . T h u s w e sta n d  n ex t G o d , a n d  in  th e m id d le b etw een  G o d  a n d
o th er crea tu res. T h is, I sa y , w a s th e co n d itio n  o f o u r crea tio n . W e h a d  o u r
b ein g  im m ed ia tely  fro m  G o d , a s th e b eg in n in g  o f a ll; a n d  w e w ere to  h a v e
o u r h a p p in ess a n d  w ell-b ein g  b y  retu rn in g  im m ed ia tely  to  G o d  a s th e en d
o f a ll. B u t sin  co m in g  in  b etw een  G o d  a n d  u s, h a th  d isp la ced  u s, so  th a t
w e ca n n o t n o w  sta n d  n ex t to  G o d , w ith o u t th e in terv en tio n  o f a  M ed ia to r;
a n d  w e ca n n o t sta n d  b etw een  G o d  a n d  crea tu res, to  o ffer u p  th eir p ra ises
to  h im ; b u t 'th ere is o n e M ed ia to r b etw een  G o d  a n d  m a n ,' th a t o ffers u p
b o th  m a n 's p ra ises a n d  th e crea tu re's so n g s w h ich  m eet in  m a n .

N o w , seein g  G o d  h a th  m a d e a ll th in g s fo r h im self, a n d  esp ecia lly  m a n  fo r
h is o w n  g lo ry , th a t h e m a y  sh o w  fo rth  in  h im  th e g lo ry  a n d  ex cellen ce o f
h is p o w er, g o o d n ess, h o lin ess, ju stice, a n d  m ercy ; it is n o t o n ly  m o st
rea so n a b le th a t m a n  sh o u ld  d o  a ll th in g s th a t h e d o th  to  th e g lo ry  o f G o d ,
b u t it is ev en  th e b ea u ty  a n d  p erfectio n  o f a  m a n ,ð th e g rea test a ccessio n
th a t ca n  b e to  h is b ein g ,ð to  g lo rify  G o d  b y  th a t b ein g . W e a re n o t o u r
o w n , th erefo re w e o u g h t n o t to  liv e to  o u rselv es, b u t to  G o d  w h o se w e a re.

B u t y o u  m a y  a sk , W h a t is it to  g lo rify  G o d ? D o th  o u r g o o d n ess ex ten d  to
h im ? O r is it a n  a d v a n ta g e to  th e A lm ig h ty  th a t w e a re rig h teo u s? N o



in d eed ! A n d  h erein  is th e v a st d ifferen ce b etw een  G o d 's g lo rify in g  o f u s
a n d  sa n ctify in g  o f u s, a n d  o u r g lo rify in g  a n d  sa n ctify in g  o f h im . G o d  'ca lls
th in g s th a t a re n o t,' a n d  m a k es th em  to  b e: b u t w e ca n  d o  n o  m o re b u t
ca ll th in g s th a t a re, a n d  th a t fa r b elo w  w h a t th ey  a re. G o d 's g lo rify in g  is
crea tiv e,ð o u rs o n ly  d ecla ra tiv e. H e m a k es u s su ch ,ð w e d o  n o  m o re b u t
d ecla re h im  to  b e su ch . T h is th en  is th e p ro p er w o rk  th a t m a n  is crea ted
fo r, to  b e a  w itn ess o f G o d 's g lo ry , a n d  to  g iv e testim o n y  to  th e
a p p ea ra n ces a n d  o u t-b rea k in g s o f it in  th e w a y s o f p o w er a n d  ju stice a n d
m ercy  a n d  tru th . O th er crea tu res a re ca lled  to  g lo rify  G o d , b u t it is ra th er
a  p ro cla m a tio n  to  d u ll a n d  sen seless m en , a n d  a  p ro v o ca tio n  o f th em  to
th eir d u ty . A s C h rist sa id  to  th e P h a risees, 'If th ese ch ild ren  h o ld  th eir
p ea ce, th e sto n es w o u ld  cry  o u t,' so  m a y  th e L o rd  tu rn  h im self fro m
stu p id  a n d  sen seless m a n , to  th e sto n es a n d  w o o d s a n d  sea s a n d  su n  a n d
m o o n , a n d  ex h o rt th em  to  m a n 's d u ty , th e m o re to  p ro v o k e a n d  stir u p
o u r d u ln ess, a n d  to  m a k e u s co n sid er th a t it is a  g rea ter w o n d er th a t m a n ,
w h o m  G o d  h a th  m a d e so  g lo rio u s, ca n  so  little ex p ress G o d 's g lo ry , th a n  if
stu p id  a n d  sen seless crea tu res sh o u ld  b rea k  o u t in  sin g in g  a n d  p ra isin g  o f
h is m a jesty . T h e crea tu res a re th e b o o k s w h erein  th e lin es o f th e so n g  o f
G o d 's p ra ises a re w ritten ; a n d  m a n  is m a d e a  crea tu re ca p a b le to  rea d
th em , a n d  to  tu n e th a t so n g . T h ey  a re a p p o in ted  to  b rin g  in  b rick  to  o u r
h a n d ; a n d  G o d  h a s fa sh io n ed  u s fo r th is em p lo y m en t, to  m a k e su ch  a
b u ild in g  o f it. W e a re th e m o u th  o f th e crea tio n ; b u t ere G o d  w a n t p ra ises
w h en  o u r m o u th  is d u m b , a n d  o u r ea rs d ea f, G o d  w ill o p en  th e m o u th s o f
a sses, 'o f b a b es a n d  su ck lin g s,' a n d  in  th em  p erfect p ra ises, P sa lm  8 .1,2 .
E p ictetu s sa id  w ell, Si Luscinia essem , canerem  ut Luscinia: cum  autem
hom o sim , quid agam ? Laudabo D eum , nec unquam  cessaboð If I w ere a
la rk , I w o u ld  sin g  a s a  la rk ; b u t seein g  I a m  a  m a n , w h a t sh o u ld  I d o , b u t
p ra ise G o d  w ith o u t cea sin g ? It is a s p ro p er to  u s to  p ra ise G o d , a s fo r a
b ird  to  ch a u n t. A ll b ea sts h a v e th eir o w n  so u n d s a n d  v o ices p ecu lia r to
th eir o w n  n a tu re; th is is th e n a tu ra l so u n d  o f a  m a n . N o w  a s y o u  w o u ld
th in k  it m o n stro u s to  h ea r a  m elo d io u s b ird  cro a k in g  a s a  ra v en ; so  it is
n o  less m o n stro u s a n d  d eg en era te to  h ea r th e m o st p a rt o f th e d isco u rses
o f m en  sa v o u rin g  n o th in g  o f G o d . If w e h a d  k n o w n  th a t in n o cen t esta te o f
m a n , O  h o w  w o u ld  w e th in k  h e h a d  fa llen  fro m  h ea v en ! W e w o u ld
im a g in e th a t w e w ere th ru st d o w n  fro m  h ea v en , w h ere w e h ea rd  th e
m elo d io u s so n g s o f a n g els, in to  h ell, to  h ea r th e h o w lin g s o f d a m n ed
sp irits. T h is th en  is th a t w e a re b o u n d  u n to , b y  th e b o n d  o f o u r crea tio n ;



th is is o u r p ro p er o ffice a n d  sta tio n  G o d  o n ce set u s in to , w h en  h e
a ssig n ed  ev ery  crea tu re its o w n  u se a n d  ex ercise. T h is w a s o u r p o rtio n ,
(a n d  O  th e n o b lest o f a ll, b eca u se n ea rest th e K in g 's o w n  p erso n !) to
a ck n o w led g e in  o u r h ea rts in w a rd ly , a n d  to  ex p ress in  o u r w o rd s a n d
a ctio n s o u tw a rd ly , w h a t a  O n e h e is, a cco rd in g  a s h e h a th  rev ea led
h im self in  h is w o rd  a n d  w o rk s. It is g rea t h o n o u r to  a  crea tu re to  h a v e th e
m ea n est em p lo y m en t in  th e co u rt o f th is g rea t K in g ; b u t, O , w h a t is it to
b e set o v er a ll th e K in g 's h o u se, a n d  o v er a ll h is k in g d o m ! B u t, th en , w h a t
is th a t, in  resp ect o f th is,ð to  b e n ex t to  th e K in g ,ð to  w a it o n  h is o w n
p erso n , so  to  sp ea k ? T h erefo re th e g o d ly  m a n  is d escrib ed  a s a  w a itin g -
m a id , o r serv a n t, P sa l. 12 3 .2 .

W ell th en , w ith o u t m o re d isco u rse u p o n  it, w ith o u t m u ltip ly in g  o f it in to
p a rticu la r b ra n ch es, to  g lo rify  G o d  is in  o u r so u ls to  co n ceiv e o f h im , a n d
m ed ita te o n  h is n a m e, till th ey  receiv e th e im p ressio n  a n d  sta m p  o f a ll th e
letters o f h is g lo rio u s n a m e; a n d  th en  to  ex p ress th is in  o u r w o rd s a n d
a ctio n s, in  co m m en d in g  o f h im , a n d  o b ey in g  o f h im . O u r so u ls sh o u ld  b e
a s w a x  to  ex p ress th e sea l o f h is g lo rio u s a ttrib u tes o f ju stice, p o w er,
g o o d n ess, h o lin ess, a n d  m ercy : a n d  a s th e w a ter th a t receiv es th e b ea m s
o f th e su n  reflects th em  b a ck  a g a in , so  sh o u ld  o u r sp irits receiv e th e sw eet
w a rm in g  b ea m s o f h is lo v e a n d  g lo rio u s ex cellen cy , a n d  th en  reflect th em
to w a rd s h is M a jesty , w ith  th e d esires a n d  a ffectio n s o f o u r so u ls. A ll o u r
th o u g h ts o f h im , a ll o u r a ffectio n s to w a rd s h im , sh o u ld  h a v e th e sta m p  o f
sin g u la rity , su ch  a s m a y  d ecla re th ere is n o n e lik e h im , n o n e b esid es h im ;
o u r lo v e, o u r m ed ita tio n , o u r a ck n o w led g m en t sh o u ld  h a v e th is ch a ra cter
o n  th eir fro n t,ð 'T h ere is n o n e b esid es th ee: th o u  a rt, a n d  n o n e else.' A n d
th en  a  so u l sh o u ld , b y  th e co rd s o f a ffectio n  to  h im  a n d  a d m ira tio n  o f
h im , b e b o u n d  to  serv e h im . C rea tio n  p u ts o n  th e o b lig a tio n  to  g lo rify  h im
in  o u r b o d y  a n d  sp irits w h ich  a re h is; b u t a ffectio n  o n ly  p u ts th a t to
ex ercise. A ll o th er b o n d s lea v e o u r n a tu res a t lib erty , b u t th is co n stra in s,
2  C o r. 5 .14 ; it b in d s o n  a ll b o n d s, it ties o n  u s a ll d iv in e o b lig a tio n s. T h en
a  so u l w ill g lo rify  G o d , w h en  lo v e so  u n ites it to  G o d , a n d  m a k es it o n e
sp irit w ith  h im , th a t h is g lo ry  b eco m es its h o n o u r, a n d  b eco m es th e
p rin cip le o f a ll o u r in w a rd  a ffectio n s a n d  o u tw a rd  a ctio n s. It is n o t a lw a y s
p o ssib le to  h a v e a n d  ex p ress p a rticu la r th o u g h ts o f G o d  a n d  h is g lo ry , in
ev ery  a ctio n  a n d  m ed ita tio n ; b u t, fo r th e m o st p a rt it o u g h t to  b e so : A n d
if so u ls w ere a ccu sto m ed  to  m ed ita tio n  o n  G o d , it w o u ld  b eco m e th eir



v ery  n a tu re,ð altera natura,ð p lea sa n t a n d  d elig h tso m e. H o w ev er, if
th ere b e n o t a lw a y s a n  ex p ress in ten tio n  o f G o d 's g lo ry , y et th ere o u g h t to
b e k ep t a lw a y s su ch  a  d isp o sitio n  a n d  tem p er o f sp irit a s it m a y  b e
co n stru ed  to  p ro ceed  fro m  th e in ten tio n  o f G o d 's g lo ry ; a n d  th en  it
rem a in s in  th e seed  a n d  fru it, if n o t in  itself.

N o w  w h en  w e a re sp ea k in g  o f th e g rea t en d  a n d  p u rp o se o f o u r crea tio n ,
w e ca ll to  m in d  o u r la m en ta b le a n d  tra g ica l fa ll fro m  th a t b lessed  sta tio n
w e w ere co n stitu te in to . 'A ll m en  h a v e sin n ed  a n d  co m e sh o rt o f th e g lo ry
o f G o d ,' R o m . 3 .2 3 . H is b ein g  in  th e w o rld  w a s fo r th a t g lo ry , a n d  h e is
co m e sh o rt o f th a t g lo ry . O  stra n g e sh o rtco m in g ! S h o rt o f a ll th a t h e w a s
o rd a in ed  fo r! W h a t is h e n o w  m eet fo r? F o r w h a t p u rp o se is th a t ch ief o f
th e w o rk s o f G o d  n o w ! T h e sa lt, if it lo se its sa ltn ess, is m eet fo r n o th in g ,
fo r w h erew ith a l sh a ll it b e sea so n ed ? M a rk  9 .5 0 . E v en  so , w h en  m a n  is
ren d ered  u n fit fo r h is p ro p er en d , h e is m eet fo r n o th in g , b u t to  b e ca st
o u t a n d  tro d e u p o n ; h e is lik e a  w ith ered  b ra n ch  th a t m u st b e ca st in to
th e fire, J o h n  15 .6 . S o m e th in g s, if th ey  fa il in  o n e u se, th ey  a re g o o d  fo r
a n o th er; b u t th e b est th in g s a re n o t so ,ð Corruptio optim i, pessim a. A s
th e L o rd  sp ea k s to  th e h o u se o f Isra el, 'S h a ll w o o d  b e ta k en  o f th e v in e
tree to  d o  a n y  w o rk ?' E v en  so  th e in h a b ita n ts o f J eru sa lem , E zek . 15 .2 -6 .
If it y ield  n o t w in e, it is g o o d  fo r n o th in g . S o , if m a n  d o  n o t g lo rify  G o d ,ð
if h e fa ll fro m  th a t,ð h e is m eet fo r n o th in g , b u t to  b e ca st in to  th e fire o f
h ell, a n d  b u rn t fo r ev er; h e is fo r n o  u se in  th e crea tio n , b u t to  b e fu el to
th e fire o f th e L o rd 's in d ig n a tio n .

B u t b eh o ld ! th e g o o d n ess o f th e L o rd  a n d  h is k in d n ess a n d  lo v e h a th
'a p p ea red  to w a rd  m a n . N o t b y  w o rk s o f rig h teo u sn ess w h ich  w e h a v e
d o n e, b u t a cco rd in g  to  h is m ercy  h e sa v ed  u s,' 'th ro u g h  J esu s C h rist,' T it.
3 .4 -6 . O u r L o rd  J esu s, b y  w h o m  a ll th in g s w ere crea ted , a n d  fo r w h o m ,
w o u ld  n o t let th is ex cellen t w o rk m a n sh ip  p erish  so , th erefo re h e g o es
a b o u t th e w o rk  o f red em p tio n ,ð a  seco n d  crea tio n  m o re la b o rio u s a n d
a lso  m o re g lo rio u s th a n  th e first, th a t so  h e m ig h t g lo rify  h is F a th er a n d
o u r F a th er. T h u s th e b rea ch  is m a d e u p ; th u s th e u n sa v o u ry  sa lt is
sea so n ed ; th u s th e w ith ered  b ra n ch  is q u ick en ed  a g a in  fo r th a t sa m e fru it
o f p ra ises a n d  g lo rify in g  o f G o d . T h is is th e en d  o f h is seco n d  crea tio n , a s
it w a s o f th e first: 'W e a re h is w o rk m a n sh ip  crea ted  to  g o o d  w o rk s in
C h rist J esu s,' E p h . 2 .10 . 'T h is is th e w o rk  o f G o d , to  b eliev e o n  h im  w h o m



h e h a th  sen t;' 'to  set to  o u r sea l,' a n d  to  g iv e o u r testim o n y  to  a ll h is
a ttrib u tes, J o h n  6 .2 9 , a n d  3 .3 3 . W e a re 'b o u g h t w ith  a  p rice,' a n d
th erefo re w e o u g h t to  g lo rify  h im  w ith  o u r so u ls a n d  b o d ies. H e m a d e u s
w ith  a  w o rd , a n d  th a t b o u n d  u s; b u t n o w  h e h a s m a d e u s a g a in , a n d  p a id
a  p rice fo r u s, a n d  so  w e a re tw ice b o u n d  n o t to  b e o u r o w n  b u t h is, 'a n d
so  to  g lo rify  h im  in  o u r b o d ies a n d  sp irits,' 1 C o r. 6 .2 0 . I b eseech  y o u ,
g a th er y o u r sp irits, ca ll th em  h o m e a b o u t th e b u sin ess. W e o n ce ca m e
sh o rt o f o u r en d ,ð G o d 's g lo ry  a n d  o u r h a p p in ess; b u t k n o w , th a t it is
a tta in a b le a g a in . W e lo st b o th ; b u t b o th  a re fo u n d  in  C h rist. A w a k e th en
a n d  stir u p  y o u r sp irits, else it sh a ll b e d o u b le co n d em n a tio n ð w h en  w e
h a v e th e o ffer o f b ein g  resto red  to  o u r fo rm er b lessed  co n d itio n ð to  lo v e
o u r p resen t m isery  b etter. O n ce esta b lish  th is p o in t w ith in  y o u r so u ls,
a n d  th erefo re a sk , W h y  ca m e I h ith er? T o  w h a t p u rp o se a m  I co m e in to
th e w o rld ? If y o u  d o  n o t a sk  it, w h a t w ill y o u  a n sw er, w h en  h e a sk s y o u  a t
y o u r a p p ea ra n ce b efo re h is trib u n a l? I b eseech  y o u , w h a t w ill m a n y  o f
y o u  sa y  in  th a t d a y  w h en  th e M a ster retu rn s a n d  ta k es a n  a cco u n t o f y o u r
d isp en sa tio n ? Y o u  a re sen t in to  th e w o rld  o n ly  fo r th is b u sin ess,ð to  serv e
th e L o rd . N o w  w h a t w ill m a n y  o f y o u  a n sw er? If y o u  sp ea k  th e tru th  (a s
th en  y o u  m u st d o  it,ð y o u  ca n n o t lie th en !) y o u  m u st sa y , "L o rd , I sp en t
m y  tim e in  serv in g  m y  o w n  lu sts; I w a s ta k en  u p  w ith  o th er b u sin esses,
a n d  h a d  n o  leisu re; I w a s o ccu p ied  in  m y  ca llin g ," & c. E v en  a s if a n
a m b a ssa d o r o f a  k in g  sh o u ld  retu rn  h im  th is a cco u n t o f h is n eg o tia tio n :
"I w a s b u sy  a t ca rd s a n d  d ice; I sp en t m y  m o n ey , a n d  d id  w ea r m y
clo th es." T h o u g h  y o u  th in k  y o u r p lo w in g  a n d  b o rro w in g  a n d  tra ffick in g
a n d  rea p in g  v ery  n ecessa ry , y et certa in ly  th ese a re b u t a s trifles a n d  to y s
to  th e m a in  b u sin ess. O  w h a t a  d rea d fu l a cco u n t w ill so u ls m a k e! T h ey
co m e h ere fo r n o  p u rp o se b u t to  serv e th eir b o d ies a n d  sen ses, to  b e
sla v es to  a ll th e crea tu res w h ich  w ere o n ce p u t u n d er m a n 's feet: N o w
m a n  is u n d er th e feet o f a ll, a n d  h e h a s p u t h im self so . If y o u  w ere o f
th ese crea tu res, th en  y o u  m ig h t b e fo r th em . Y o u  seek  th em  a s if y o u  w ere
crea ted  fo r th em , a n d  n o t th ey  fo r y o u ; a n d  y o u  seek  y o u rselv es, a s if y o u
w ere o f y o u rselv es, a n d  h a d  n o t y o u r d escen t o f G o d . K n o w , m y  b elo v ed ,
th a t y o u  w ere n o t m a d e fo r th a t p u rp o se, n o r y et red eem ed  eith er to  serv e
y o u rselv es, o r o th er crea tu res, b u t th a t o th er crea tu res m ig h t serv e y o u ,
a n d  y e serv e G o d , L u k e 1.7 4 ,7 5 . A n d  th is is rea lly  th e b est w a y  to  serv e
o u rselv es, a n d  to  sa v e o u rselv es,ð to  serv e G o d . S elf-seek in g  is self-
d estro y in g ; self-d en y in g  is self-sa v in g , so u l-sa v in g . 'H e th a t seek eth  to



sa v e h is life sh a ll lo se it, a n d  h e th a t lo seth  h is life sh a ll fin d  it, a n d  h e
th a t d en ies h im self a n d  fo llo w s m e, is m y  d iscip le.' W ill y e o n ce sit d o w n
in  g o o d  ea rn est a b o u t th is b u sin ess? 'T is la m en ta b le to  b e y et to  b eg in  to
lea rn  to  liv e, w h en  y e m u st d ie! Y e w ill b e o u t o f th e w o rld  a lm o st, ere y e
b eth in k  y o u rself, W h y  ca m e I in to  th e w o rld ? Quidam  tunc vivere
incipiunt, cum  desinendum  est; im o quidam  ante vivere desierunt quam
inciperent; th is is o f a ll m o st la m en ta b le,ð m a n y  so u ls en d  th eir life,
b efo re th ey  b eg in  to  liv e. F o r w h a t is o u r life, b u t a  liv in g  d ea th , w h ile w e
d o  n o t liv e to  G o d , a n d  w h ile w e liv e n o t in  rela tio n  to  th e g rea t en d  o f o u r
life a n d  b ein g ,ð th e g lo ry  o f G o d ? It w ere b etter, sa y s C h rist, th a t su ch
'h a d  n ev er b een  b o rn .' Y o u  w h o  a re crea ted  a g a in  in  J esu s C h rist, it m o st
o f a ll co n cern s y o u  to  a sk , W h y  a m  I m a d e? A n d  w h y  a m  I red eem ed ?
A n d  to  w h a t p u rp o se? It is certa in ly  th a t y e m a y  g lo rify  y o u r h ea v en ly
F a th er, M a t. 5 .16 ; P sa lm . 5 6 .13 . A n d  y o u  sh a ll g lo rify  h im  if y o u  b rin g
fo rth  m u ch  fru it, a n d  co n tin u e in  h is lo v e, J o h n  15 .8 ,9 . A n d  th is y o u  a re
ch o sen  a n d  o rd a in ed  u n to , v er. 16 ; a n d  th erefo re a b id e in  h im , th a t y e
m a y  b rin g  fo rth  fru it, v er. 4 . A n d  if y o u  a b id e in  h im  b y  b eliev in g , y o u  d o
in d eed  h o n o u r h im ; a n d  h e th a t h o n o u reth  th e S o n  h o n o u reth  th e F a th er,
J o h n  5 .2 3 . H ere is a  co m p en d io u s w a y  to  g lo rify  G o d . R eceiv e sa lv a tio n  o f
h im  free]y , rig h teo u sn ess a n d  etern a l life; th is sets to  a  sea l to  G o d 's tru th
a n d  g ra ce a n d  m ercy : a n d  w h o so  co u n ts th e S o n  w o rth y  to  b e a  S a v io u r to
th em , a n d  sets to  th eir sea l o f a p p ro b a tio n  to  h im  w h o m  G o d  th e F a th er
h a th  sen t a n d  sea led , h e a lso  h o n o u rs th e F a th er; a n d  th en  h e th a t
h o n o u reth  th e F a th er, h a th  it n o t fo r n o th in g , 'fo r th em  th a t h o n o u r m e I
w ill h o n o u r,' 1 S a m . 2 .3 0 , sa y s th e L o rd ; a n d  'h e th a t serv es m e, h im  w ill
m y  F a th er h o n o u r,' J o h n  12 .2 6 . A s th e b eliev in g  so u l ca res fo r n o  o th er,
a n d  resp ects n o  o th er b u t G o d , so  h e resp ects n o  o th er b u t su ch  a  so u l. 'I
w ill d w ell in  th e h u m b le, a n d  lo o k  u n to  th e co n trite;' th ere a re m u tu a l
resp ects a n d  h o n o u rs. G o d  is th e d elig h t o f su ch  a  so u l, a n d  su ch  a  so u l is
G o d 's d elig h t. T h a t so u l sets G o d  in  a  h ig h  p la ce, in  a  th ro n e in  its h ea rt;
a n d  G o d  sets th a t so u l in  a  h ea v en ly  p la ce w ith  C h rist, E p h . 2 .6 ; y ea  h e
co m es d o w n  to  sit w ith  u s, a n d  d w ells in  u s, o ff h is th ro n e o f m a jesty , Isa .
6 6 .1,2 ; a n d  5 7 .15 .

L E C T U R E  II.
U N IO N  A N D  C O M M U N IO N  W IT H  G O D  T H E  E N D  A N D  D E S IG N  O F



T H E  G O S P E L .

P S A L M  7 3 .2 4 -2 8 . "Thou w ilt guide m e w ith thy counsel, &c. W hom  have
I in heaven but thee? &c. It is good for m e to draw  near to God."

1 J O H N  1.3 . "That w hich w e have seen and heard declare w e unto you,
that ye also m ay have fellow ship w ith us: and truly our fellow ship is
w ith the Father, and w ith his Son Jesus Christ."

J O H N  17 .2 1-2 3 . "That they all m ay be one, as thou, Father, art in m e,
and I in thee, that they also m ay be one in us," &c.

IT  is a  m a tter o f g rea t co n so la tio n  th a t G o d 's g lo ry  a n d  o u r h a p p in ess a re
lin k ed  to g eth er; so  th a t w h o ev er set h is g lo ry  b efo re th em  sin g ly  to  a im
a t, th ey  ta k e th e m o st co m p en d io u s a n d  certa in  w a y  to  tru e b lessed n ess.
H is g lo ry  is th e u ltim a te en d  o f m a n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e o u r g rea t a n d  la st
sco p e. B u t o u r h a p p in essð w h ich  co n sists in  th e en jo y m en t o f G o d ð is
su b o rd in a te to  th is, y et in sep a ra b le fro m  it. T h e en d  o f o u r crea tio n  is
co m m u n io n  a n d  fello w sh ip  w ith  G o d , th erefo re m a n  w a s m a d e w ith  a n
im m o rta l so u l ca p a b le o f it; a n d  th is is th e g rea test d ig n ity  a n d  em in en cy
o f m a n  a b o v e th e crea tu res. H e h a th  n o t o n ly  im p ressed  fro m  G o d 's
fin g er, in  h is first m o u ld in g , so m e ch a ra cters resem b lin g  G o d , in
rig h teo u sn ess a n d  h o lin ess; b u t is crea ted  w ith  a  ca p a city  o f receiv in g
m o re o f G o d  b y  co m m u n io n  w ith  h im . O th er crea tu res h a v e a lrea d y  a ll
th ey  w ill h a v e,ð a ll th ey  ca n  h a v e,ð o f co n fo rm ity  to  h im ; b u t m a n  is
m a d e lik er th a n  a ll, a n d  is fitted  a n d  fa sh io n ed  to  a sp ire to  m o re lik en ess
a n d  co n fo rm ity , so  th a t h is so u l m a y  sh in e m o re a n d  m o re to  th e p erfect
d a y .

T h ere w a s a n  u n io n  m a d e a lrea d y  in  h is first m o u ld in g ; a n d  co m m u n io n
w a s to  g ro w  a s a  fra g ra n t a n d  sw eet fru it o u t o f th is b lessed  ro o t. U n io n
a n d  sim ilitu d e a re th e g ro u n d  o f fello w sh ip  a n d  co m m u n io n . T h a t u n io n
w a s g ra cio u s,ð th a t co m m u n io n  w o u ld  h a v e b een  g lo rio u s; fo r g ra ce is
th e seed  o f g lo ry . T h ere w a s a  tw o fo ld  u n io n  b etw een  A d a m  a n d  G o d ,ð a n
u n io n  o f sta te, a n d  a n  u n io n  o f n a tu re; h e w a s lik e G o d , a n d  h e w a s G o d 's
frien d . A ll th e crea tu res h a d  so m e lik en ess to  G o d , so m e en g ra v in g s o f h is
p o w er a n d  g o o d n ess a n d  w isd o m : b u t m a n  is sa id  to  b e m a d e a cco rd in g
to  G o d 's im a g e, 'L et u s m a k e m a n  lik e u n to  u s.' O th er crea tu res h a d



sim ilitudinem  vestigii, b u t m a n  h a d  sim ilitudinem  faciei. H o lin ess a n d
rig h teo u sn ess a re G o d 's fa ce,ð th e v ery  ex cellen cy  a n d  g lo ry  o f a ll h is
a ttrib u tes; a n d  th e L o rd  sta m p s th e im a g e o f th ese u p o n  m a n . O th er
a ttrib u tes a re b u t lik e h is b a ck  p a rts; a n d  h e lea v es th e resem b la n ce o f h is
fo o tstep s u p o n  o th er crea tu res. W h a t ca n  b e so  b ea u tifu l a s th e im a g e o f
G o d  u p o n  th e so u l? C rea tu res, th e n ea rer th ey  a re to  G o d , th e m o re p u re
a n d  ex cellen t. W e see in  th e fa b ric o f th e w o rld , b o d ies th e h ig h er th ey
a re, th e m o re p u re a n d  clea n ly , th e m o re b ea u tifu l. N o w  th en , w h a t w a s
m a n  th a t w a s 'm a d e a  little lo w er th a n  th e a n g els?'ð in  th e H eb rew , 'a
little lo w er th a n  G o d ,' tantum  non deus. S eein g  m a n  is set n ex t to  G o d ,
h is g lo ry  a n d  b ea u ty  certa in ly  su rp a sses th e g lo ry  o f th e su n  a n d  o f th e
h ea v en s. T h in g s co n tig u o u s a n d  n ex t o th er a re lik e o th er. T h e w a ter is
lik er a ir th a n  th e ea rth , th erefo re it is n ex t th e a ir. T h e a ir is lik er h ea v en
th a n  w a ter, th erefo re is it n ex t to  it. Om ne contiguum  spirituali, est
spirituale. A n g els a n d  m en  n ex t to  G o d , a re sp irits, a s h e is a  sp irit. N o w
sim ilitu d e is th e g ro u n d  o f frien d sh ip . Pares paribus congregantur;
sim ilitudo necessitudinis vinculum . It is th a t w h ich  co n cilia tes a ffectio n s
a m o n g  m en : S o  it is h ere b y  p ro p o rtio n . G o d  sees a ll is v ery  g o o d , a n d
th a t m a n  is th e b est o f h is w o rk s; a n d  h e lo v es h im , a n d  m a k es h im  h is
frien d , fo r h is o w n  im a g e w h ich  h e b eh o ld s in  h im .

A t len g th  fro m  th ese tw o  ro o ts th is p lea sa n t a n d  fra g ra n t fru it o f
co m m u n io n  w ith  a n d  en jo y m en t o f G o d  g ro w s u p . T h is is th e
en terta in m en t o f frien d s, to  d elig h t in  o n e a n o th er, a n d  to  en jo y  o n e
a n o th er. Am icorum  om nia com m unia. L o v e m a k es a ll co m m o n . It o p en s
th e trea su re o f G o d 's fu lln ess, a n d  m a k es a  v en t o f d iv in e b o u n ty  to w a rd s
m a n ; a n d  it o p en s th e h ea rt o f m a n , a n d  m a k es it la rg e a s th e sa n d  o f th e
sea  to  receiv e o f G o d . O u r receiv in g  o f h is fu lln ess is a ll th e en terta in m en t
w e ca n  g iv e h im . O  w h a t b lessed n ess is th is, fo r a  so u l to  liv e in  h im ! A n d
it liv es in  h im  w h en  it lo v es h im . Anim a est ubi am at, non ubi anim at.
A n d  to  ta ste o f h is sw eetn ess a n d  b e sa tisfied  w ith  h im , th is m a k es p erfect
o n en ess: a n d  p erfect o n en ess w ith  G o d , w h o  is 'th e fo u n ta in  o f life, a n d  in
w h o se fa v o u r is life,' is p erfect b lessed n ess.

B u t w e m u st sta n d  a  little h ere a n d  co n sid er o u r m isery , th a t h a v e fa llen
fro m  su ch  a n  ex cellen cy . H o w  a re w e co m e d o w n  fro m  h ea v en
w o n d erfu lly ? S in  h a s in terp o sed  b etw een  G o d  a n d  m a n ; a n d  th is



d isso lv es th e u n io n , a n d  h in d ers th e co m m u n io n . A n  en em y  h a s co m e
b etw een  tw o  frien d s, a n d  p u ts th em  a t o d d s; a n d  o h ! a n  etern a l o d d s. S in
h a th  so w n  th is d isco rd , a n d  a lien a ted  o u r h ea rts fro m  G o d . M a n 's g lo ry
co n sisted  in  th e irra d ia tio n  o f th e so u l fro m  G o d 's sh in in g  co u n ten a n ce;
th is m a d e h im  lig h t, G o d 's fa ce sh in ed  o n  h im . B u t sin  in terp o sin g  h a s
eclip sed  th a t lig h t a n d  b ro u g h t o n  a n  etern a l n ig h t o f d a rk n ess o v er th e
so u l. A n d  th u s w e a re sp o iled  o f th e im a g e o f G o d , a s w h en  th e ea rth
co m es b etw een  th e su n  a n d  th e m o o n . N o w  th en , th ere ca n  n o  b ea m s o f
d iv in e fa v o u r a n d  lo v e b rea k  th ro u g h  d irectly  to w a rd s u s, b eca u se o f th e
clo u d  o f o u r sin s, th a t sep a ra tes b etw een  G o d  a n d  u s, a n d  b eca u se o f 'th e
p a rtitio n -w a ll,' a n d  'th e h a n d -w ritin g  o f o rd in a n ces th a t w a s a g a in st
u s,'ð G o d 's h o ly  la w , a n d  sev ere ju stice, E p h . 2 .14 ; C o l. 2 .14 .

T h en , w h a t sh a ll w e d o ? H o w  sh a ll w e see h is fa ce in  jo y ? C erta in ly  it h a d
b een  a lto g eth er im p o ssib le, if o u r L o rd  J esu s C h rist h a d  n o t co m e, w h o  is
'th e lig h t a n d  life o f m en .' T h e F a th er sh in es o n  h im , a n d  th e b ea m s o f h is
lo v e reflect u p o n  u s, fro m  th e S o n . T h e lo v e o f G o d , a n d  h is fa v o u ra b le
co u n ten a n ce, th a t ca n n o t m eet w ith  u s in  a  d irect a n d  im m ed ia te b ea m ,
th ey  fa ll o n  u s in  th is b lessed  co m p a ss, b y  th e in terv en tio n  o f a  m ed ia to r.
W e a re reb els sta n d in g  a t a  d ista n ce fro m  G o d ; C h rist co m es b etw een , a
m ed ia to r a n d  a  p ea ce-m a k er, to  reco n cile u s to  G o d . 'G o d  is in  C h rist
reco n cilin g  th e w o rld . G o d  first m a k es a n  u n io n  o f n a tu res w ith  C h rist;
a n d  so  h e co m es n ea r to  u s, d o w n  to  u s, w h o  co u ld  n o t co m e u p  to  h im ;
a n d  th en  h e sen d s o u t th e w o rd  o f reco n cilia tio n ,ð th e g o sp el, th e ten o r
w h ereo f is th is, 'T h a t w h ich  w e h a v e seen  a n d  h ea rd  d ecla re w e u n to  y o u ,
th a t y e a lso  m a y  h a v e fello w sh ip  w ith  u s; a n d  tru ly  o u r fello w sh ip  is w ith
th e F a th er, a n d  w ith  h is S o n ,' 1 J o h n  1.3 . It is a  v o ice o f p ea ce a n d
in v ita tio n  to  th e fello w sh ip  o f G o d . B eh o ld , th en , th e h a p p in ess o f m a n  is
th e v ery  en d  a n d  p u rp o se o f th e g o sp el. C h rist is th e rep a irer o f th e
b rea ch es; th e seco n d  A d a m  a sp ired  to  q u ick en  w h a t A d a m  k illed . H e h a th
'sla in  th e en m ity ,' a n d  ca n celled  th e h a n d -w ritin g  th a t w a s a g a in st u s,
a n d  so  m a d e p ea ce b y  th e b lo o d  o f h is cro ss; a n d  th en , h a v in g  rem o v ed
a ll th a t o u t o f th e w a y , h e co m es a n d  ca lls u s u n to  th e fello w sh ip  w h ich
w e w ere o rd a in ed  u n to  fro m  o u r crea tio n . W e w h o  a re reb els, a re ca lled
to  b e frien d s; 'I ca ll y o u  n o t serv a n ts, b u t frien d s.' It is a  w o n d er th a t th e
crea tu re sh o u ld  b e ca lled  a  frien d  o f G o d ; b u t, O  g rea t w o n d er, th a t th e
reb el sh o u ld  b e ca lled  a  frien d ! A n d  y et th a t is n o t a ll. W e a re ca lled  to  a



n ea rer u n io n ,ð to  b e th e so n s o f G o d ; th is is o u r p riv ileg e, J o h n  1.12 . T h is
is a  g rea t p a rt o f o u r fello w sh ip  w ith  th e F a th er a n d  h is S o n ; w e a re th e
F a th er's ch ild ren , a n d  th e S o n 's b reth ren ; 'a n d  if ch ild ren , th en  h eirs,
h eirs o f G o d ;' a n d  if b reth ren , th en  co -h eirs w ith  C h rist, R o m . 8 .17 .

T h u s th e u n io n  is b eg u n  a g a in  in  C h rist; b u t a s lo n g  a s sin  d w ells in  o u r
m o rta l b o d ies, it is n o t p erfect, th ere is a lw a y s so m e sep a ra tio n  a n d  so m e
en m ity  in  o u r h ea rts; a n d  so  th ere is n eith er fu ll seein g  o f G o d , fo r 'w e
k n o w  b u t in  p a rt,' a n d  w e see 'd a rk ly ,' n o r fu ll en jo y in g  o f G o d , fo r w e a re
'sa v ed  b y  h o p e,' a n d  w e 'liv e b y  fa ith , a n d  n o t b y  sig h t.' B u t th is is b eg u n
w h ich  is th e seed  o f etern a l co m m u n io n ; w e a re h ere p a rta k ers o f th e
d iv in e n a tu re. N o w  th en  it m u st a sp ire u n to  a  m o re p erfect u n io n  w ith
G o d  w h o se im a g e it is. A n d  th erefo re th e so u l o f a  b eliev er is h ere still in
m o tio n  to w a rd s G o d  a s h is elem en t. T h ere is h ere a n  u n io n  in  a ffectio n ,
b u t n o t co m p leted  in  fruition,ð affectu non effectu. T h e so u l p a n ts a fter
G o d ,ð 'W h o m  h a v e I in  h ea v en  o r ea rth  b u t th ee? M y  flesh  a n d  m y  h ea rt
fa ileth ,' & c. A  b eliev in g  so u l lo o k s u p o n  G o d  a s its o n ly  p o rtio n ,ð
a cco u n ts n o th in g  m isery  b u t to  b e sep a ra ted  fro m  h im , a n d  n o th in g
b lessed n ess b u t to  b e o n e w ith  h im . T h is is th e lo a d sto n e o f th eir
a ffectio n s a n d  d esires; th e cen tre w h ich  th ey  m o v e to w a rd s, a n d  in  w h ich
th ey  w ill rest. It is tru e, in d eed , th a t o ften tim es o u r h ea rt a n d  o u r flesh
fa ileth  u s, a n d  w e b eco m e ig n o ra n t a n d  b ru tish . O u r a ffectio n s clea v e to
th e ea rth , a n d  tem p ta tio n s w ith  th eir v io len ce tu rn  o u r so u ls to w a rd s
a n o th er en d  th a n  G o d . A s th ere is n o th in g  m o re ea sily  m o v ed  a n d  tu rn ed
w ro n g  th a n  th e n eed le th a t is to u ch ed  w ith  th e a d a m a n t, y et it settles n o t
in  su ch  a  p o stu re, it reco v ers itself a n d  rests n ev er till it lo o k  to w a rd s th e
n o rth , a n d  th en  it is fix ed ,ð ev en  so , tem p ta tio n s a n d  th e co rru p tio n s a n d
in firm ities o f o u r h ea rts d istu rb  o u r sp irits ea sily , a n d  w in d  th em  a b o u t
fro m  th e L o rd , to w a rd s a n y  o th er th in g ; b u t y et w e a re co n tin u in g  w ith
h im , a n d  h e k eep s u s w ith  h is rig h t h a n d ; a n d  th erefo re th o u g h  w e m a y
b e m o v ed , y et w e sh a ll n o t b e g rea tly  co m m o v ed ; w e m a y  fa ll, b u t w e
sh a ll rise a g a in . H e is 'th e stren g th  o f o u r h ea rt,' a n d  th erefo re h e w ill
tu rn  o u r h ea rt a b o u t a g a in , a n d  fix  it u p o n  its o w n  p o rtio n . O u r u n io n
h ere co n sists m o re in  h is h o ld in g  o f u s b y  h is p o w er, th a n  o u r ta k in g  h o ld
o f h im  b y  fa ith . P o w er a n d  g o o d -w ill en ca m p  a b o u t b o th  fa ith  a n d  th e
so u l: 'W e a re k ep t b y  h is p o w er th ro u g h  fa ith ,' 1 P et. 1.5 . A n d  th u s h e w ill
g u id e th e so u l, a n d  still b e d ra w in g  it n ea rer to  h im , fro m  itself, a n d  fro m



sin , a n d  fro m  th e w o rld , till h e 'receiv e u s in to  g lo ry ,' a n d  u n til w e b e o n e
a s w ith  th e F a th er a n d  th e S o n ,ð 'H e in  u s a n d  w e in  h im , th a t w e m a y  b e
m a d e p erfect in  o n e,' a s it is in  th e w o rd s rea d .

T h is is stra n g e. A  g rea ter u n ity  a n d  fu ller en jo y m en t, a  m o re p erfect
fello w sh ip , th a n  ev er A d a m  in  h is in n o cen cy  w o u ld  h a v e b een  ca p a b le o f!
W h a t so u l ca n  co n ceiv e it? w h a t to n g u e ex p ress it? N o n e ca n : fo r it is th a t
w h ich  'ey e h a th  n o t seen , n o r ea r h ea rd , n eith er h a th  it en tered  in to
m a n 's h ea rt to  co n ceiv e.' W e m u st su sp en d  th e k n o w led g e o f it till w e
h a v e ex p erien ce o f it. L et u s n o w  b eliev e it, a n d  th en  w e sh a ll fin d  it.
T h ere is a  m u tu a l in h a b ita tio n  w h ich  is w o n d erfu l. P erso n s th a t d w ell o n e
w ith a n o th er h a v e m u ch  so ciety  a n d  fello w sh ip ; b u t to  d w ell o n e in
a n o th er is a  stra n g e th in g ,ð 'I in  th em , a n d  th ey  in  m e;' a n d  th erefo re G o d
is o ften  sa id  to  d w ell in  u s, a n d  w e to  d w ell in  h im . B u t th a t w h ich  m a k es
it o f a ll m o st w o n d erfu l a n d  in co m p reh en sib le is th a t g lo rio u s u n ity  a n d
co m m u n io n  b etw een  th e F a th er a n d  th e S o n , w h ich  it is m a d e a n  em b lem
o f: 'A s th o u , F a th er, a rt in  m e, a n d  I in  th ee, th a t th ey  a lso  m a y  b e o n e in
u s.' C a n  y o u  co n ceiv e th a t u n ity  o f th e T rin ity ? C a n  y o u  im a g in e th a t
recip ro ca l in h a b ita tio n ,ð th a t m u tu a l co m m u n io n  b etw een  th e F a th er
a n d  th e S o n ? N o : it h a th  n o t en tered  in to  th e h ea rt to  co n ceiv e it! O n ly
th u s m u ch  w e k n o w , th a t it is m o st p erfect, it is m o st g lo rio u s; a n d  so
m u ch  w e m a y  a p p reh en d  o f th is u n ity  o f th e sa in ts w ith  G o d . O ! lo v e is a n
u n itin g  a n d  tra n sfo rm in g  th in g . 'G o d  is lo v e, a n d  h e th a t d w elleth  in  lo v e
d w elleth  in  G o d , a n d  G o d  in  h im .' H e d w elleth  in  u s b y  lo v e; th is m a k es
h im  w o rk  in  u s, a n d  sh in e u p o n  u s. L o v e h a th  d ra w n  h im  d o w n  fro m  h is
sea t o f m a jesty , to  v isit p o o r co tta g es o f sin n ers, Isa . 6 6 .1,2 ; a n d  4 6 .3 ,4 .
A n d  it is th a t lo v e o f G o d  reflectin g  u p o n  o u r so u ls th a t ca rries th e so u l
u p w a rd  to  h im , to  liv e in  h im , a n d  w a lk  w ith  h im . O  h o w  d o th  it co n stra in
a  so u l to  'liv e to  h im ,' a n d  d ra w  it fro m  itself! 2  C o r. 5 .15 . T h en  th e m o re
u n ity  w ith  G o d , th e m o re sep a ra tio n  fro m  o u rselv es a n d  th e w o rld ; th e
n ea rer G o d  th e fa rth er fro m  o u rselv es; a n d  th e fa rth er fro m  o u rselv es th e
m o re h a p p y ; a n d  th e m o re u n ity  w ith  G o d , th e m o re u n ity  a m o n g
o u rselv es, a m o n g  th e b reth ren  o f o u r fa m ily . B eca u se h ere w e a re n o t
fu lly  o n e w ith  o u r F a th er, th erefo re th ere a re m a n y  d ifferen ces b etw een
u s a n d  o u r b reth ren ; b eca u se w e a re n o t o n e p erfectly  in  h im , th erefo re
w e a re n o t o n e, a s h e a n d  th e F a th er a re o n e. B u t w h en  h e sh a ll b e in  u s,
a n d  w e in  h im , a s th e F a th er is in  th e S o n , a n d  th e S o n  in  th e F a th er, th en



sh a ll w e b e o n e a m o n g  o u rselv es, th en  sh a ll w e m eet in  th e u n ity  o f th e
fa ith , in to  a  p erfect m a n , 'in to  th e m ea su re o f th e sta tu re o f th e fu lln ess o f
C h rist,' E p h . 4 .13 . C h rist is th e u n itin g  p rin cip le: W h ile th e sa in ts a re n o t
w h o lly  o n e, uni tertio, th ey  ca n n o t b e p erfectly  o n e inter se, a m o n g
th em selv es. C o n sid er th is, I b eseech  y o u . C h rist's u n io n  w ith  th e F a th er is
th e fo u n d a tio n  o f o u r u n io n  to  G o d , a n d  o u r u n io n  a m o n g  o u rselv es. T h is
is co m fo rta b le; th e g ro u n d  o f it is la id  a lrea d y . N o w  it is n o t sim p ly  th e
u n ity  o f th e F a th er a n d  th e S o n  in  essen ce th a t is h ere m ea n t; fo r w h a t
sh a d o w  a n d  resem b la n ce ca n  b e in  th e w o rld  o f su ch  a n
in co m p reh en sib le m y stery ? B u t it is certa in ly  th e u n io n  a n d  co m m u n io n
o f G o d  w ith  C h rist J esu s a s m ed ia to r, a s th e h ea d  o f 'th e ch u rch  w h ich  is
h is b o d y .' T h erefo re seein g  th e F a th er is so  w o n d erfu lly  w ell-p lea sed  a n d
o n e w ith  C h rist, h is w ell-b elo v ed  S o n  a n d  m essen g er o f th e co v en a n t, a n d
ch ief p a rty  co n tra ctin g  in  o u r n a m e, h e is, b y  v irtu e o f th is, o n e w ith  u s,
w h o  a re h is seed  a n d  m em b ers. A n d  th erefo re, th e m em b ers sh o u ld  g ro w
u p  in  'th e h ea d  C h rist, fro m  w h o m  th e w h o le b o d y  m a k eth  in crea se,'
'a cco rd in g  to  th e effectu a l w o rk in g  [o f th e S p irit] in  it,' E p h . 5 .15 ,16 . N o w ,
if th e u n io n  b etw een  th e F a th er a n d  C h rist o u r h ea d  ca n n o t b e d isso lv ed ,
a n d  ca n n o t b e b a rren  a n d  u n fru itfu l, th en  certa in ly  th e S p irit o f th e
F a th er, w h ich  is g iv en  to  C h rist b ey o n d  m ea su re, m u st effectu a lly  w o rk  in
ev ery  m em b er, till it b rin g  th em  to  'th e u n ity  o f th e fa ith ,' a n d , 'to  th e
m ea su re o f th e p erfect m a n , w h ich  is th e fu lln ess o f C h rist.' S o  th en  ev ery
b eliev in g  so u l is o n e w ith  th e F a th er a s C h rist is o n e, b eca u se h e is th e
h ea d  a n d  th ey  th e m em b ers; a n d  th e d a y  is co m in g  th a t a ll th e m em b ers
sh a ll b e p erfectly  u n ited  to  th e h ea d  C h rist, a n d  g ro w  u p  to  th e p erfect
m a n , w h ich  is 'th e sta tu re o f C h rist's fu lln ess.' 'A n d  th en  sh a ll w e a ll b e
m a d e p erfect in  o n e:' w e sh a ll b e o n e a s h e is o n e; b eca u se h e a n d  w e a re
o n e p erfect m a n , h ea d  a n d  m em b ers.

N o w , to  w h a t p u rp o se is a ll th is sp o k en ? I fea r, it d o th  n o t stir u p  in  o u r
so u ls a  d esire a fter su ch  a  b lessed  life. W h o se h ea rt w o u ld  n o t b e m o v ed
a t th e so u n d  o f su ch  w o rd s? 'O u r fello w sh ip  is w ith  th e F a th er a n d  w ith
h is S o n .' 'W e a re m a d e p erfect, h e in  u s, a n d  w e in  h im .' C erta in ly , th a t
so u l is v o id  o f th e life o f G o d  th a t d o th  n o t fin d  so m e sp a rk le o f h o ly
a m b itio n  k in d led  w ith in , a fter su ch  a  g lo rio u s a n d  b lessed  co n d itio n ! B u t
th ese th in g s sa v o u r n o t, a n d  ta ste n o t to  th e m o st p a rt; 'th e n a tu ra l m a n
k n o w eth  th em  n o t, fo r th ey  a re sp iritu a lly  d iscern ed .' H o w  la m en ta b le is



it, th a t C h rist is co m e to  resto re u s to  o u r lo st b lessed n ess, a n d  y et n o
m a n  a lm o st co n sid ers it o r la y s it to  h ea rt! O  h o w  m isera b le,ð tw ice
m isera b leð is th a t so u l th a t d o th  n o t d ra w  n ea r to  G o d  in  C h rist, w h en
G o d  h a th  co m e so  n ea r to  u s in  C h rist; th a t g o es a -w h o rin g  a fter th e lu st
o f th e ey es a n d  flesh , a n d  a fter th e im a g in a tio n s o f th eir o w n  h ea rt, a n d
w ill n o t b e g u id ed  b y  C h rist, th e w a y  a n d  life, to  g lo ry ! 'T h o u  sh a lt d estro y
th em , O  L o rd ,' P sa lm  7 3 .2 7 . A ll m en  a re a fa r o ff fro m  G o d , fro m  th e
w o m b : b eh o ld , w e m a y  h a v e a ccess to  G o d  in  C h rist. W o  to  th em  th a t a re
y et a fa r o ff, a n d  w ill n o t d ra w  n ea r: 'th ey  sh a ll a ll p erish !' I ex h o rt y o u  to
co n sid er w h a t y o u  a re d o in g ; th e m o st p a rt o f y o u  a re g o in g  a w a y  fro m
G o d ; y o u  w ere b o rn  fa r o ff, a n d  y o u  w ill y et g o  fa rth er; k n o w  w h a t y o u
w ill m eet w ith  in  th a t w a y ,ð d estru ctio n !

Y o u  h a v e n ev er y et a sk ed  in  ea rn est, F o r w h a t p u rp o se y o u  ca m e in to  th e
w o rld ? W h a t w o n d er y e w a n d er a n d  w a lk  a t ra n d o m , seein g  y e h a v e n o t
p ro p o sed  to  y o u rselv es a n y  certa in  sco p e a n d  a im ! It is g rea t fo lly ; y o u
w o u ld  n o t b e so  fo o lish  in  a n y  p etty  b u sin ess; b u t O  h o w  fo o lish  m en  a re
in  th e m a in  b u sin ess! 'T h e lig h t o f th e b o d y  is th e ey e;' if th a t b e n o t lig h t,
'th e w h o le b o d y  is fu ll o f d a rk n ess.' If y o u r in ten tio n  b e o n ce rig h t
esta b lish ed , a ll y o u r co u rse w ill b e o rd erly ; b u t if y o u  b e d a rk  a n d  b lin d  in
th is p o in t, a n d  h a v e n o t co n sid ered  it, y o u  ca n n o t w a lk  in  th e lig h t, y o u r
w h o le w a y  is d a rk n ess. T h e rig h t co n sid era tio n  o f th e g rea t en d  w o u ld
sh in e u n to  y o u , a n d  d irect y o u r w a y . B u t w h ile y o u  h a v e n o t p ro p o sed
th is en d  u n to  y o u rselv esð th e en jo y m en t o f G o d ð y o u  m u st sp en d  y o u r
tim e, eith er in  d o in g  n o th in g  to  th a t p u rp o se, o r d o in g  co n tra ry  to  it. A ll
y o u r o th er la w fu l b u sin ess, y o u r ca llin g s a n d  o ccu p a tio n s, a re b u t in  th e
b y ; th ey  a re n o t th e en d , n o r th e w a y , b u t y o u  m a k e th em  y o u r o n ly
b u sin ess; th ey  a re a lto g eth er im p ertin en t to  th is en d . A n d  th e rest o f y o u r
w a lk in g , in  lu sts a n d  ig n o ra n ce, is n o t o n ly  im p ertin en t, b u t in co n sisten t
w ith  it a n d  co n tra ry  to  it. If y o u  th in k  th a t y o u  h a v e th is b efo re y o u r ey es,
to  en jo y  G o d ,ð I p ra y  y o u  lo o k  u p o n  th e w a y  y o u  ch o o se. Is y o u r
d ru n k en n ess, y o u r sw ea rin g , y o u r u n clea n n ess, y o u r co n ten tio n s a n d
ra ilin g s, a n d  su ch  w o rk s o f th e flesh ,ð a re th ese th e w a y  to  en jo y  G o d ?
S h a ll n o t th ese sep a ra te b etw een  G o d  a n d  y o u ? Is y o u r ea tin g  a n d
d rin k in g , sleep in g  a s b ea sts, a n d  la b o u rin g  in  y o u r ca llin g s,ð a re th ese a ll
th e m ea n s y o u  u se to  en jo y  G o d ? B e n o t d eceiv ed ; y o u  w h o  d ra w  n o t n ea r
G o d  b y  p ra y er o ften  in  secret, a n d  b y  fa ith  in  h is S o n  C h rist, a s lo st



m isera b le sin n ers, to  b e sa v ed  a n d  reco n ciled  b y  h im , y o u  h a v e n o
fello w sh ip  w ith  h im , a n d  y o u  sh a ll n o t en jo y  h im  a fterw a rd ! Y o u  w h o se
h ea rts a re g iv en  to  y o u r co v eto u sn ess, w h o  h a v e m a n y  lo v ers a n d  id o ls
b esid es h im , y o u  ca n n o t sa y , W h o m  h a v e I b esid es T h ee in  ea rth ? N o ; y o u
h a v e m a n y  o th er th in g s b esid es G o d . Y o u  ca n  h a v e n o th in g  o f G o d ,
ex cep t, y e m a k e h im  a ll to  y o u ,ð u n less y o u  h a v e h im  a lo n e. 'M y
u n d efiled  is O n e,' C a n t. 6 .9 . H e m u st b e a lo n e, fo r 'h is g lo ry  h e w ill n o t
g iv e to  a n o th er.' If y o u  d iv id e y o u r a ffectio n s, a n d  p reten d  to  g iv e h im
p a rt, a n d  y o u r lu sts a n o th er p a rt, y o u  m a y  b e d o in g  so , b u t h e w ill n o t
d iv id e h is g lo ry  so , h e w ill g iv e n o  p a rt o f it to  a n y  o th er th in g . B u t a s fo r
th o se so u ls th a t co m e to  h im  a n d  see th eir m isery  w ith o u t h im , O  k n o w
h o w  g o o d  it is! It is n o t o n ly  g o o d , b u t b est, y ea  o n ly  g o o d ; it is bonum ,
a n d  it is optim um ; y ea , it is unicum . 'T h ere is n o n e g o o d , sa v e o n e, ev en
G o d ;' a n d  th ere is n o th in g  g o o d  fo r u s b u t th is o n e, to  b e n ea r G o d , a n d  so
n ea r, th a t w e m a y  b e o n e,ð o n e sp irit w ith  th e L o rd ,ð 'fo r h e th a t is jo in ed
to  th e L o rd  is o n e sp irit.' 1 C o r. 6 .17 . R ejo ice in  y o u r p o rtio n , a n d  lo n g  fo r
th e p o ssessio n  o f it. L et a ll y o u r m ed ita tio n s a n d  a ffectio n s a n d
co n v ersa tio n  p ro cla im  th is, 'W h o m  h a v e I in  h ea v en  b u t th ee? a n d  th ere
is n o n e in  th e ea rth  w h o m  I d esire b esid es th ee.' A n d  certa in ly  h e sh a ll
g u id e y o u  to  th e en d , a n d  receiv e y o u  in to  g lo ry . T h en  y o u  sh a ll rest fro m
y o u r la b o u rs, b eca u se y o u  sh a ll d w ell in  h im , a n d  en jo y  th a t w h ich  y o u
lo n g ed  a n d  la b o u red  fo r. L et th e co n sid era tio n  o f th a t en d  u n ite th e
h ea rts o f C h ristia n s h ere. O  w h a t a n  a b su rd  th in g  is it, th a t th o se w h o
sh a ll lo d g e to g eth er a t n ig h t, a n d  b e m a d e 'p erfect in  o n e,' sh o u ld  n o t
o n ly  g o  co n tra ry  w a y s, b u t h a v e co n tra ry  m in d s a n d  a ffectio n s!

L E C T U R E  III. 
T H E  A U T H O R IT Y  A N D  U T IL IT Y  O F  T H E  S C R IP T U R E S .

2  T IM . 3 .16 . "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness."

W E  to ld  y o u  th a t th ere w a s n o th in g  m o re n ecessa ry  to  k n o w  th a n  w h a t
o u r en d  is, a n d  w h a t th e w a y  is th a t lea d s to  th a t en d . W e see th e m o st
p a rt o f m en  w a lk in g  a t ra n d o m ,ð ru n n in g  a n  u n certa in  ra ce,ð b eca u se
th ey  d o  n o t p ro p o se u n to  th em selv es a  certa in  sco p e to  a im  a t, a n d



w h ith er to  d irect th eir w h o le co u rse. A cco rd in g  to  m en 's p a rticu la r
in clin a tio n s a n d  h u m o u rs so  d o  th e p u rp o ses a n d  d esig n s o f m en  v a ry ;
a n d  o ften  d o  th e p u rp o ses o f o n e m a n  ch a n g e, a cco rd in g  to  th e
circu m sta n ces o f tim e a n d  h is co n d itio n  in  th e w o rld . W e see a ll m en
a lm o st ru n n in g  cro ss o n e to  a n o th er. O n e d riv es a t th e sa tisfa ctio n  o f h is
lu st b y  p lea su re; a n o th er fa n cies a  g rea t felicity  in  h o n o u r; a  th ird  in
g ettin g  rich es; a n d  th u s m en  d iv id e th em selv es; w h erea s, if it w ere tru e
h a p p in ess th a t a ll w ere seek in g , th ey  w o u ld  a ll g o  o n e w a y  to w a rd s o n e
en d . If m en  b e n o t in  th e rig h t w a y , th e fa ster th ey  seem  to  m o v e to w a rd
th e m a rk , th e fa rth er th ey  g o  fro m  it. W a n d erin g  fro m  th e rig h t w a y ,
(su p p o se m en  in ten d  w ell) w ill p u t th em  fa rth er fro m  th a t w h ich  th ey
in ten d . Si via in contrarium  ducat, ipsa velocitas m ajoris intervalli
causa est. T h erefo re it co n cern s u s a ll m o st d eep ly  to  b e a cq u a in ted  w ith
th e tru e p a th  o f b lessed n ess; fo r if w e o n ce m ista k e, th e m o re w e d o , th e
sw ifter w e m o v e, th e m o re d ista n t w e a re fro m  it in d eed . A n d  th ere is th e
m o re n eed , b eca u se th ere a re so  m a n y  b y -p a th s th a t lea d  to  d estru ctio n .
W h a t sa y  I? B y -p a th s! N o ; h ig h w a y s, b ea ten  p a th s, th a t th e m u ltitu d e o f
m en  w a lk  in , a n d  n ev er ch a llen g e, n o r w ill en d u re to  b e ch a llen g ed  a s if
th ey  w ere in  a n  erro r! In  o th er jo u rn ey s, m en  k eep  th e p la in  h ig h w a y , a n d
a re a fra id  o f a n y  secret b y -w a y , lest it lea d  th em  w ro n g : At hic, via
quÞ que tritissim a m axim e decipit. H ere th e h ig h -p a th ed  w a y  lea d s
w ro n g , a n d  O , fa r w ro n g !ð to  h ell. T h is is th e m ea n in g  o f C h rist's serm o n ,
"E n ter in  a t th e stra it g a te, b u t w a lk  n o t in  th e b ro a d  w a y  w h ere m a n y
w a lk , fo r it lea d s to  d estru ctio n ." T h erefo re I w o u ld  h a v e th is p ersu a sio n
o n ce b eg o tten  in  y o u r so u ls, th a t th e co u rse o f th is w o rld ,ð th e w a y  o f th e
m o st p a rt o f m en ,ð is d a n g ero u s, is d a m n a b le. O  co n sid er w h ith er th e
w a y  w ill lea d  y o u , b efo re y o u  g o  fa rth er! D o  n o t th in k  it a  fo lly  to  sta n d
still n o w , a n d  ex a m in e it, w h en  y o u  h a v e g o n e o n  so  lo n g  in  th eir
co m p a n y . S ta n d , I sa y , a n d  co n sid er! B e n o t ig n o ra n t a s b ea sts, th a t k n o w
n o  o th er th in g s th a n  to  fo llo w  th e d ro v e; quÞ  pergunt, non quo eundum
est, sed quo itur; th ey  fo llo w  n o t w h ith er th ey  o u g h t to  g o , b u t w h ith er
m o st g o . Y o u  a re m en , a n d  h a v e rea so n a b le so u ls w ith in  y o u ; th erefo re I
b eseech  y o u , b e n o t co m p o sed  a n d  fa sh io n ed  a cco rd in g  to  cu sto m  a n d
ex a m p le, th a t is, b ru tish , b u t a cco rd in g  to  so m e in w a rd  k n o w led g e a n d
rea so n . R etire o n ce fro m  th e m u ltitu d e, a n d  a sk  in  ea rn est a t G o d , W h a t
is th e w a y ? H im  th a t fea rs h im  h e w ill tea ch  th e w a y  th a t h e sh o u ld
ch o o se. T h e w a y  to  h is b lessed  en d  is v ery  stra it, v ery  d ifficu lt; y o u  m u st



h a v e a  g u id e in  it,ð y o u  m u st h a v e a  la m p  a n d  a  lig h t in  it,ð else y o u
ca n n o t b u t g o  w ro n g .

T h e p rin cip les o f rea so n  w ith in  u s a re to o  d a rk  a n d  d im ; th ey  w ill n ev er
lea d  u s th ro u g h  th e p its a n d  sn a res in  th e w a y . T h ese in d eed  sh in ed  so
b rig h tly  in  A d a m  th a t h e n eed ed  n o  lig h t w ith o u t h im , n o  v o ice a b o u t
h im ; b u t sin  h a th  ex tin g u ish ed  it m u ch ; a n d  th ere rem a in s n o th in g  b u t
so m e little sp u n k  o r sp a rk le, u n d er th e a sh es o f m u ch  co rru p tio n , th a t is
b u t in su fficien t in  itself, a n d  is o ften  m o re b lin d ed  a n d  d a rk en ed  b y  lu sts.
S o  th a t if it w ere n ev er so  m u ch  refin ed ð a s it w a s in  m a n y  h ea th en sð y et
it is b u t th e b lin d  lea d in g  th e b lin d , a n d  b o th  m u st fa ll in to  th e d itch . O u r
en d  is h ig h  a n d  d iv in e,ð to  g lo rify  G o d  a n d  to  en jo y  h im ; th erefo re o u r
rea so n  caligat ad suprem a; it ca n  n o  m o re stea d fa stly  b eh o ld  th a t
g lo rio u s en d , a n d  m o v e to w a rd s it, th a n  o u r w ea k  ey es ca n  b eh o ld  th e
su n . O u r ey es ca n  lo o k  d o w n w a rd  u p o n  th e ea rth , b u t n o t u p w a rd  to  th e
h ea v en s: so  w e h a v e so m e rem n a n t o f rea so n  in  u s, th a t h a th  so m e p etty
a n d  p o o r a b ility  fo r m a tters o f little m o m en t, a s th e th in g s o f th is life; b u t
if w e o n ce lo o k  u p w a rd  to  th e g lo ry  o f G o d , o r etern a l h a p p in ess, o u r ey es
a re d a zzled , o u r rea so n  co n fo u n d ed , w e ca n n o t stea d fa stly  b eh o ld  it, E p h .
4 .18 ; 2  C o r. 3 .13 ,14 .

T h erefo re th e L o rd  h a th  b een  p lea sed  to  g iv e u s th e scrip tu res, w h ich  m a y
b e 'a  la m p  u n to  o u r feet,' a n d  a  g u id e u n to  o u r w a y ; w h ereu n to  w e sh a ll
d o  w ell 'to  ta k e h eed , a s u n to  [a  ca n d le o r] a  lig h t th a t sh in eth  in  a  d a rk
p la ce, u n til th e d a y  d a w n ,' 2  P eter 1.19 . T h ese a re 'a b le to  m a k e u s w ise
u n to  sa lv a tio n .' L et u s h ea r w h a t P a u l sp ea k s to  T im o th y , 2  T im . 3 .16 , 'A ll
scrip tu re is g iv en  b y  in sp ira tio n  o f G o d ,' & c.: w h ere y o u  h a v e tw o  p o in ts
o f h ig h  co n cern m en t,ð th e a u th o rity  o f th e scrip tu res, a n d  th eir u tility .
T h eir a u th o rity , fo r th ey  a re g iv en  b y  d iv in e in sp ira tio n ; th eir u tility , fo r
th ey  a re 'p ro fita b le fo r d o ctrin e,' & c., a n d  ca n  m a k e u s p erfect, a n d  w ell
'fu rn ish ed  to  ev ery  g o o d  w o rk .'

T h e a u th o rity  o f it is in  a  p ecu lia r w a y  d iv in e. 'O f h im  a n d  th ro u g h  h im
a re a ll th in g s.' A ll w ritin g s o f m en , a cco rd in g  to  th e tru th  o f th e
scrip tu res, h a v e so m e d iv in ity  in  th em , in a sm u ch  a s th ey  h a v e o f tru th ,
w h ich  is a  d iv in e th in g . Y et th e h o ly  scrip tu res a re b y  w a y  o f ex cellen cy
a ttrib u ted  to  G o d , fo r th ey  a re im m ed ia tely  in sp ired  o f G o d . T h erefo re
P eter sa ith  th a t 'th e scrip tu res ca m e n o t in  o ld  tim e b y  th e w ill o f m a n ,



b u t h o ly  m en  sp a k e a s th ey  w ere m o v ed  b y  th e H o ly  G h o st,' 2  P eter 1.2 1.
G o d  b y  h is S p irit, a s it w ere, a cted  th e p a rt o f th e so u l in  th e p ro p h ets a n d
a p o stles; a n d  th ey  d id  n o  m o re b u t u tter w h a t th e S p irit co n ceiv ed . T h e
H o ly  G h o st in sp ired  th e m a tter a n d  th e w o rd s, a n d  th ey  w ere b u t to n g u es
a n d  p en s to  sp ea k  a n d  w rite it u n to  th e p eo p le; th ere n eed ed  n o  d eb a te,
n o  sea rch  in  th eir o w n  m in d s fo r th e tru th , n o  in q u isitio n  fo r lig h t; b u t
lig h t sh in ed  u p o n  th eir so u ls so  b rig h tly , so  co n v in cin g ly , th a t it p u t it
b ey o n d  a ll q u estio n  th a t it w a s th e m in d  a n d  v o ice o f G o d . Y o u  n eed  n o t
a sk  H o w  th ey  d id  k n o w  th a t th eir d rea m s o r v isio n s w ere in d eed  fro m  th e
L o rd ; a n d  th a t th ey  d id  n o t fra m e a n y  im a g in a tio n  in  th eir o w n  h ea rts,
a n d  ta u g h t it fo r h is w o rd , a s m a n y  d id ? I sa y , y o u  n eed  n o  m o re a sk  th a t,
th a n  a sk , H o w  sh a ll a  m a n  see lig h t, o r k n o w  th e su n sh in e? L ig h t m a k es
itself m a n ifest, a n d  a ll o th er th in g s. It is seen  b y  its o w n  b rig h tn ess. E v en
so  th e h o ly  m en  o f G o d  n eed ed  n o t a n y  m a rk  o r sig n  to  k n o w  th e S p irit's
v o ice; h is rev ela tio n  n eed ed  n o t th e lig h t o f a n y  o th er th in g , it w a s lig h t
itself; it w o u ld  certa in ly  o v erp o w er th e so u l a n d  m in d , a n d  lea v e n o  p la ce
o f d o u b tin g . G o d , w h o  ca n n o t b e d eceiv ed , a n d  ca n  d eceiv e n o  m a n , h a th
d eliv ered  u s th is d o ctrin e. O ! w ith  w h a t rev eren ce sh a ll w e receiv e it, a s if
w e h ea rd  th e L o rd  fro m  h ea v en  sp ea k ! If y o u  a sk , H o w  y o u  sh a ll b e
p ersu a d ed  th a t th e scrip tu res a re th e w o rd  o f G o d ,ð h is v ery  m in d  o p en ed
to  m en  a n d  m a d e leg ib le. T ru ly  th ere a re so m e th in g s ca n n o t b e w ell
p ro v ed , n o t b eca u se th ey  a re d o u b tfu l, b u t b eca u se th ey  a re clea r o f
th em selv es, a n d  b ey o n d  a ll d o u b t a n d  ex cep tio n . P rin cip les o f a rts m u st
n o t b e p ro v ed , b u t su p p o sed , till y o u  fin d  b y  tria l a n d  ex p erien ce
a fterw a rd  th a t th ey  w ere in d eed  rea lly  tru e. T h ere a re, n o  q u estio n , su ch
ch a ra cters o f d iv in ity  a n d  m a jesty  im p rin ted  in  th e v ery  scrip tu res
th em selv es, th a t w h o so ev er h a th  th e ey es o f h is u n d ersta n d in g  o p en ed ,
th o u g h  h e ru n  h e m a y  rea d  th em , a n d  fin d  G o d  in  th em . W h a t m a jesty  is
in  th e v ery  sim p licity  a n d  p la in n ess o f th e scrip tu res! T h ey  d o  n o t la b o u r
to  p lea se m en 's ea rs, a n d  a d o rn  th e m a tter w ith  th e cu rio u s g a rm en ts o f
w o rd s a n d  p h ra ses; b u t rep resen t th e v ery  m a tter itself to  th e so u l, a s th a t
w h ich  in  itself is w o rth y  o f a ll a ccep ta tio n , a n d  n eed s n o  h u m a n
elo q u en ce to  co m m en d  it. P a in tin g  d o th  sp o il n a tiv e b ea u ty . E x tern a l
o rn a m en ts w o u ld  d isfig u re so m e th in g s th a t a re o f th em selv es
p ro p o rtio n ed  a n d  lo v ely ; th erefo re th e L o rd  ch o o ses a  p la in  a n d  sim p le
sty le w h ich  is 'fo o lish n ess' to  th e w o rld ; b u t in  th ese sw a d d lin g -clo th es o f
th e scrip tu res, a n d  th is p o o r co tta g e, th e ch ild  J esu s, th e L o rd  o f h ea v en



a n d  ea rth , is co n ta in ed . T h ere is a  jew el o f th e m y sterio u s w isd o m  o f G o d ,
a n d  m a n 's etern a l b lessed n ess, in  th is m in era l. W h a t g lo rio u s a n d
a sto n ish in g  h u m ility  is h ere! W h a t h u m b le a n d  h o m ely  g lo ry  a n d  m a jesty
a lso ! H e is m o st h ig h , a n d  y et n o n e so  lo w ly . W h a t ex cellen t co n sen t a n d
h a rm o n y  o f m a n y  w riters in  su ch  d ista n t tim es! W o n d er a t it. A ll sp ea k
o n e th in g  to  o n e p u rp o se,ð to  b rin g  m en  to  G o d , to  a b a se a ll g lo ry , a n d
ex a lt h im  a lo n e. M u st it n o t b e o n e sp irit th a t h a th  q u ick en ed  a ll th ese,
a n d  b rea th es in  th em  a ll th is o n e h ea v en ly  so n g , o f 'g lo ry  to  G o d  o n  h ig h ,
a n d  g o o d -w ill to w a rd s m en ?' O th er w riters w ill rea so n  th ese th in g s w ith
y o u  to  co n v in ce y o u  a n d  p ersu a d e y o u ; a n d  m a n y  th in k  th em  m o re
p ro fo u n d  a n d  d eep  fo r th a t rea so n , a n d  d o  d esp ise th e b a sen ess o f th e
scrip tu res; b u t to  th em  w h o se ey es a re o p en ed , th e m a jesty  a n d  a u th o rity
o f G o d  co m m a n d in g  a n d  a ssertin g  a n d  testify in g  to  th em , is m o re
co n v in cin g , fro m  its o w n  b a re a ssertio n , th a n  a ll h u m a n  rea so n .

A lth o u g h  th ere b e m u ch  lig h t in  th e scrip tu res to  g u id e m en 's w a y  to
G o d 's g lo ry  a n d  th eir o w n  h a p p in ess, y et it w ill a ll b e to  sm a ll p u rp o se if
'th e ey es o f o u r u n d ersta n d in g ' b e d a rk en ed  a n d  b lin d ed . If y o u  sh a ll
su rro u n d  a  m a n  w ith  d a y -lig h t, ex cep t h e o p en  h is ey es, h e ca n n o t see.
T h e scrip tu res a re a  clea r su n  o f life a n d  rig h teo u sn ess; b u t th e b lin d  so u l
en co m p a ssed  w ith  th a t lig h t is n o th in g  th e w iser, b u t th in k s th e la m p  o f
th e w o rd  sh in es n o t, b eca u se it sees n o t; it h a th  its o w n  d u n g eo n  w ith in
it. T h erefo re th e S p irit o f G o d  m u st o p en  th e ey es o f th e b lin d , a n d
en lig h ten  th e ey es o f th e u n d ersta n d in g , th a t th e so u l m a y  see w o n d erfu l
th in g s in  G o d 's la w , P sa lm  119 .5 ,18 . T h e lig h t m a y  sh in e in  th e d a rk n ess,
b u t 'th e d a rk n ess co m p reh en d eth  it n o t,' J o h n  1.5 . I w o n d er n o t th a t th e
m o st p a rt o f m en  ca n  see n o  b ea u ty , n o  m a jesty , n o  ex cellen cy  in  th e h o ly
scrip tu res to  a llu re th em , b eca u se th ey  a re n a tu ra l, a n d  h a v e n o t th e
S p irit o f G o d , a n d  so  ca n n o t k n o w  th ese th in g s 'fo r th ey  a re sp iritu a lly
d iscern ed ,' 1 C o r. 2 .14 : T h erefo re a s th e in sp ira tio n  o f G o d  d id  co n ceiv e
th is w ritin g  a t first, a n d  p rea ch ed  th is d o ctrin e u n to  th e w o rld , so  th ere
ca n  n o  so u l u n d ersta n d  it, o r p ro fit b y  it, b u t b y  th e in sp ira tio n  o f th e
A lm ig h ty . 'V erily  th ere is a  sp irit in  m a n , a n d  th e in sp ira tio n  o f th e
A lm ig h ty  g iv eth  h im  u n d ersta n d in g ,' sa ith  J o b . W h en  th e S p irit co m es
in to  th e so u l to  en g ra v e th e ch a ra cters o f th a t la w  a n d  tru th  in to  th e h ea rt
w h ich  w ere o n ce en g ra v en  o n  ta b les o f sto n e, a n d  n o t w ritten  w ith  p en
a n d  in k ; th en  th e S p irit o f C h rist J esu s w rites o v er a n d  tra n scrib es th e



d o ctrin e o f th e g o sp el o n  'th e flesh ly  ta b les o f th e h ea rt,'ð d ra w s th e
lin ea m en ts o f th a t fa ith  a n d  lo v e p rea ch ed  in  th e w o rd  u p o n  th e so u l;
th en  th e so u l is 'th e ep istle o f C h rist,' 'w ritten  n o t w ith  [p en  a n d ] in k , b u t
w ith  th e S p irit o f th e liv in g  G o d ,' 2  C o r. 3 .3 . A n d  th en  th e so u l is
m a n ifestly  d ecla red  to  b e su ch , w h en  th a t w h ich  is im p ressed  o n  th e h ea rt
is ex p ressed  in  th e o u tw a rd  m a n  in  w a lk in g , th a t it m a y  b e 'rea d  o f a ll
m en .' N o w , th e so u l h a v in g  th u s receiv ed  th e im a g e o f th e scrip tu res o n  it,
u n d ersta n d s th e S p irit's v o ice in  th em , a n d  sees th e tru th  a n d  d iv in ity  o f
th em . T h e ey e m u st receiv e so m e sp ecies a n d  lik en ess o f th e o b ject b efo re
it see it; it m u st b e m a d e lik e to  th e o b ject ere it ca n  b eh o ld  it,
ð Intelligens in actu fit ipsum  intelligibile: so  th e so u l m u st h a v e so m e
in sp ira tio n  o f th e H o ly  G h o st, b efo re it ca n  b eliev e w ith  th e h ea rt th e
in sp ired  scrip tu res.

N o w , fo r th e u tility  a n d  p ro fit o f th e scrip tu res, w h o  ca n  sp ea k  o f it
a cco rd in g  to  its w o rth ? S o m e th in g s m a y  b e o v er-co m m en d ed ,ð n a y , a ll
th in g s b u t th is o n e,ð G o d  sp ea k in g  in  h is w o rd  to  m a n k in d . M a n y  titles
a re g iv en  to  h u m a n  w ritin g s; so m e a re ca lled  a ccu ra te, so m e su b tile,
so m e in g en io u s, a n d  so m e p ro fo u n d  a n d  d eep , so m e p la in , so m e lea rn ed ;
b u t ca ll th em  w h a t th ey  p lea se, th e scrip tu re m a y  v in d ica te to  itself th ese
tw o  titles a s its o w n  p rero g a tiv e,ð h o ly  a n d  p ro fita b le. T h e b est sp ea k er in
th e w o rld  in  m a n y  w o rd s ca n n o t w a n t sin ; th e b est w riter h a th  so m e
d ro ss a n d  refu se; b u t h ere, a ll is h o ly , a ll is p ro fita b le. M a n y  b o o k s a re to
n o  p u rp o se b u t to  feed  a n d  in fla m e m en 's lu sts; m a n y  serv e fo r n o th in g
b u t to  sp en d  a n d  d riv e o v er th e tim e, w ith o u t th o u g h t; m o st p a rt a re g o o d
fo r n o th in g  b u t to  b u rd en  a n d  o v er-w ea ry  th e w o rld , to  p u t th em  in  a
fa n cy  o f k n o w led g e w h ich  th ey  h a v e n o t; m a n y  serv e fo r th is o n ly , to
n o u rish  m en 's cu rio sity  a n d  v a in  im a g in a tio n s, a n d  co n ten tio n s a b o u t
w o rd s a n d  n o tio n s; b u t h ere is a  b o o k  p ro fita b le,ð a ll p ro fita b le. If y o u  d o
n o t y et p ro fit b y  it, y o u  ca n  h a v e n o  p lea su re in  it; it is o n ly  o rd a in ed  fo r
so u l's p ro fitin g , n o t fo r p lea sin g  y o u r fa n cy , n o t fo r m a tter o f cu rio u s
sp ecu la tio n , n o t fo r co n ten tio n  a n d  strife a b o u t th e in terp reta tio n  o f it.
M a n y  b o o k s h a v e n o th in g  in  th em , b u t sp ecio u s titles to  co m m en d  th em ;
th ey  d o  n o th in g  less th a n  w h a t th ey  p ro m ise; th ey  h a v e a  la rg e a n d  fa ir
en try , w h ich  lea d s o n ly  in to  a  p o o r co tta g e; b u t th e scrip tu res h a v e n o
h y p erb o lic a n d  su p erla tiv e sty les to  a llu re m en ; th ey  h o ld  o u t a  p la in  a n d
co m m o n  g a te a n d  en try  w h ich  w ill u n d o u b ted ly  lea d  to  a  p lea sa n t p a la ce;



o th ers et prodesse volunt et delectare, b u t th ese certa in ly  et prodesse
volunt et possunt,ð th ey  b o th  ca n  p ro fit y o u  a n d  w ill p ro fit y o u . I w ish
th a t so u ls w o u ld  rea d  th e scrip tu res a s p ro fita b le scrip tu res, w ith  th e
in ten tio n  to  p ro fit. If y o u  d o  n o t rea d  w ith  su ch  a  p u rp o se, y o u  rea d  n o t
th e scrip tu res o f G o d , th ey  b eco m e a s a n o th er b o o k  u n to  y o u . B u t w h a t
a re th ey  p ro fita b le fo r? F o r d o ctrin e, a n d  a  d iv in e d o ctrin e; a  d o ctrin e o f
life a n d  h a p p in ess. It is th e g rea t p ro m ise o f th e n ew  co v en a n t, 'Y o u  sh a ll
b e a ll ta u g h t o f G o d .' T h e scrip tu res ca n  m a k e a  m a n  lea rn ed  a n d  w ise,
lea rn ed  to  sa lv a tio n ; it is fo o lish n ess to  th e w o rld , 'b u t th e w o rld  th ro u g h
w isd o m  k n o w  n o t G o d .' A la s! w h a t th en  d o  th ey  k n o w ? Is th ere a n y
b esid es G o d ? A n d  is th ere a n y  k n o w led g e b esid es th e k n o w led g e o f G o d ?
Y o u  h a v e a  p o o r p etty  w isd o m  a m o n g  y o u  to  g a th er rich es a n d  m a n a g e
y o u r b u sin ess. O th ers h a v e a  p o o r im a g in a ry  w isd o m  th a t th ey  ca ll
lea rn in g ; a n d  g en era lly  p eo p le th in k , to  p ra y  to  G o d  is b u t a  p a p er-sk ill, a
little b o o k -cra ft; th ey  th in k  th e k n o w led g e o f G o d  is n o th in g  else b u t to
lea rn  to  rea d  th e B ib le. A la s! m ista k e n o t; it is a n o th er th in g  to  k n o w  G o d .
T h e d o ctrin e o f J esu s C h rist w ritten  o n  th e h ea rt is a  d eep  p ro fo u n d
lea rn in g ; a n d  th e p o o r, sim p le, ru d est p eo p le, m a y  b y  th e S p irit's tea ch in g
b eco m e w iser th a n  th eir a n cien ts, th a n  th eir m in isters. O , it is a n
ex cellen t p o in t o f lea rn in g , to  k n o w  h o w  to  b e sa v ed ! W h a t is it, I p ra y
y o u , to  k n o w  th e co u rse o f th e h ea v en s,ð to  n u m b er th e o rb s, a n d  th e
sta rs in  th em ,ð to  m ea su re th eir circu m feren ce,ð to  reck o n  th eir m o tio n s,
ð a n d  y et n o t to  k n o w  h im  th a t sits o n  th e circle o f th em , a n d  n o t k n o w
h o w  to  in h a b it a n d  d w ell th ere? If y o u  w o u ld  seek  u n to  G o d , a n d  seek
ey es o p en ed  to  b eh o ld  th e m y stery  o f th e w o rd , y o u  w o u ld  b eco m e w iser
th a n  y o u r p a sto rs; y o u  w o u ld  lea rn  fro m  th e S p irit to  p ra y  b etter; y o u
w o u ld  fin d  th e w a y  to  h ea v en  b etter th a n  th ey  ca n  tea ch  y o u , o r w a lk  in  it.

T h en , it is 'p ro fita b le fo r rep ro o f a n d  co rrectio n .' It co n ta in s n o  d o ctrin e
v ery  p lea sa n t to  m en 's n a tu ra l h u m o u rs; b u t it is in d eed  m o st p lea sa n t to
a  rig h t a n d  o rd ered  ta ste. Y o u  k n o w , th e d istem p er o f th e ey e, o r th e
p erv ertin g  o f th e ta ste, w ill m isrep resen t p lea sa n t th in g s, a n d  sw eet
th in g s to  th e sen ses, a n d  m a k e th em  a p p ea r ill-sa v o u red  a n d  b itter. B u t, I
sa y , to  a  d iscern in g  sp irit th ere is n o th in g  so  sw eet, so  co m ely . 'I h a v e
seen  a n  en d  o f a ll p erfectio n ,' b u t n o n e o f th y  la w . 'T h y  w o rd  is sw eeter to
m e th a n  th e h o n ey , o r th e h o n ey -co m b .' If a  so u l b e p rep o ssessed  w ith
th e lo v e o f th e w o rld , a n d  th e lu sts o f th e w o rld , it ca n n o t sa v o u r a n d



ta ste o f th em  [th e scrip tu res]; th a t v icio u s q u a lity  in  th e m in d  w ill m a k e
th e p lea sa n t g o sp el, u n p lea sa n t. 'I p ip ed  u n to  y o u , a n d  y e h a v e n o t
d a n ced .' B u t h o w ev er, th e scrip tu res a re th en  m o st p ro fita b le w h en  th ey
a re lea st p lea sa n t to  o u r co rru p tio n s; a n d , th erefo re, it is a n  a b so lu te a n d
en tire p iece. Et prodesse volunt et delectare. Om ne tulit punctum , qui
m iscuit utile dulci. T h ere a re sh a rp  rep ro o fs, a n d  sa d  co rrectio n s o f h is
h o ly  la w , w h ich  m u st m a k e w a y  fo r th e p lea sa n t a n d  sw eet g o sp el. T h ere
is a  rep ro o f o f life,ð a  w o u n d in g  b efo re h ea lin g ,ð th a t w h o so  refu se th em ,
d esp ise th eir o w n  so u l, b u t 'th e ea r th a t h ea reth  th em  a b id eth  a m o n g  th e
w ise,' P ro v . 15 .3 1,3 2 . W o e u n to  th a t so u l th a t co rrectio n  o r rep ro o f o r
th rea ten in g  is g riev o u s u n to ; 'h e sh a ll d ie,' P ro v . 15 .10 ; 'h e is b ru tish ,'
P ro v . 12 .1. T h ere is a  g en era tio n  o f m en  th a t ca n  en d u re to  h ea r n o th in g
b u t g o sp el-p ro m ises; th a t cry  o u t a g a in st a ll rep ro v in g  o f sin s, a n d
p rea ch in g  o f G o d 's w ra th  a g a in st u n b eliev in g  sin n ers, a s leg a l, a n d
m ed d lin g  w ith  o th er m en 's m a tters, esp ecia lly  if th ey  rep ro v e th e sin s o f
ru lers, th eir p u b lic sta te en o rm ities; a s if th e w h o le w o rd  o f G o d  w ere n o t
p ro fita b le; a s if rep ro o fs w ere n o t a s w h o leso m e a s co n so la tio n s; a s if
th rea ten in g s d id  n o t co n trib u te to  m a k e m en  flee fro m  th e w ra th  to  co m e
in to  a  city  o f refu g e. L et su ch  p erso n s rea d  th eir o w n  ch a ra cter o u t o f w ise
S o lo m o n , 'C o rrectio n  is g riev o u s to  th em  th a t fo rsa k e th e w a y .' 'R eb u k e a
w ise m a n , a n d  h e w ill lo v e th ee; g iv e in stru ctio n  to  a  w ise m a n , a n d  h e
w ill b e y et w iser,' P ro v . 9 .8 ,9 . If w e w ere p lea sers o f m en , th en  w ere w e
n o t th e serv a n ts o f J esu s C h rist; let u s striv e to  p ro fit m en , b u t n o t to
p lea se th em . P ea ce, p ea ce, w h ich  m en 's o w n  h ea rts fa n cy , w o u ld  p lea se
th em ; b u t it w ere b etter fo r th em  to  b e a w a k en ed  o u t o f th a t d rea m , b y
rep ro o f, b y  co rrectio n ; a n d  h e th a t w ill d o  so , sh a ll 'fin d  m o re fa v o u r o f
h im  a fterw a rd s, th a n  h e th a t fla ttereth  w ith  th e to n g u e,' P ro v . 2 8 .2 3 .

W ell th en , let th is b e esta b lish ed  in  y o u r h ea rts a s th e fo u n d a tio n  o f a ll
tru e relig io n , th a t th e scrip tu res a re th e w o rd  o f th e etern a l G o d , a n d  th a t
th ey  co n ta in  a  p erfect a n d  ex a ct ru le b o th  o f g lo rify in g  G o d  a n d  o f th e
w a y  to  en jo y  h im . T h ey  ca n  m a k e y o u  p erfect to  ev ery  g o o d  w o rk . I sh a ll
sa y  n o  m o re o n  th is; b u t b eseech  y o u , a s y o u  lo v e y o u r o w n  so u ls, b e
a cq u a in tin g  y o u rselv es w ith  th em . Y o u  w ill h ea r, in  th ese d a y s, o f m en
p reten d in g  to  m o re d iv in e a n d  sp iritu a l d isco v eries a n d  rev ela tio n s th a n
th e scrip tu res co n ta in : b u t, m y  b reth ren , th ese ca n  m a k e y o u  'w ise to
sa lv a tio n ,' th ese ca n  m a k e y o u  'p erfect to  ev ery  g o o d  w o rk .' T h en , w h a t



n eed s m o re? A ll th a t is b esid es sa lv a tio n , a n d  b ey o n d  p erfectio n , co u n t it
su p erflu o u s a n d  v a in , if n o t w o rse, if n o t d ia b o lica l. L et o th ers b e w ise to
th eir o w n  d estru ctio n ,ð let th em  esta b lish  th eir o w n  im a g in a tio n s fo r th e
w o rd  o f G o d , a n d  ru le o f th eir fa ith ,ð b u t h o ld  y o u  fa st w h a t y o u  h a v e
receiv ed , a n d  'co n ten d  ea rn estly ' fo r it. A d d  n o th in g , a n d  d im in ish
n o th in g ; let th is la m p  sh in e 'till th e d a y  d a w n ,'ð till th e m o rn in g  o f th e
resu rrectio n ; a n d  w a lk  y e in  th e lig h t o f it, a n d  d o  n o t k in d le a n y  o th er
sp a rk les, else y e sh a ll lie d o w n  in  th e g ra v e in  so rro w , a n d  rise in  so rro w .
T a k e th e w o rd  o f G o d  a s th e o n ly  ru le, a n d  th e p erfect ru le,ð a  ru le fo r a ll
y o u r a ctio n s, civ il, n a tu ra l, a n d  relig io u s; fo r a ll m u st b e d o n e to  h is g lo ry ,
a n d  h is w o rd  tea ch eth  h o w  to  a tta in  to  th a t en d . L et n o t y o u r
im a g in a tio n s, let n o t o th ers' ex a m p le, let n o t th e p rea ch in g  o f m en , let
n o t th e co n clu sio n s a n d  a cts o f A ssem b lies b e y o u r ru le, b u t in  a s fa r a s
y o u  fin d  th em  a g reein g  w ith  th e p erfect ru le o f G o d 's h o ly  w o rd . A ll o th er
ru les a re regulÞ  regulatÞ ; th ey  a re b u t lik e p u b lica tio n s a n d  in tim a tio n s
o f th e ru le itself. O rd in a n ces o f a ssem b lies a re b u t lik e th e h era ld -
p ro m u lg a tio n  o f th e k in g 's sta tu te a n d  la w ; if it v a ry  in  a n y  th in g  fro m  h is
in ten tio n , it is n o t v a lid  a n d  b in d in g . I b eseech  y o u , ta k e th e scrip tu res fo r
th e ru le o f y o u r w a lk in g , o r else y o u  w ill w a n d er; th e scrip tu re is regula
regulans, a  ru lin g  ru le. If y o u  b e n o t a cq u a in ted  w ith  it, y o u  m u st fo llo w
th e o p in io n s o r ex a m p les o f o th er m en ; a n d  w h a t if th ey  lea d  y o u  u n to
d estru ctio n ?

L E C T U R E  IV .
T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  R E V E A L  E T E R N A L  L IF E  T H R O U G H  J E S U S
C H R IS T .

J O H N  5 .3 9 . "Search the scriptures, for in them  ye think ye have eternal
life, and they are they w hich testify of m e."

E P H . 2 .2 0 . "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets."

A S  in  d a rk n ess th ere is n eed  o f a  la n tern  w ith o u t a n d  th e lig h t o f th e ey es
w ith in ,ð fo r n eith er ca n  w e see in  d a rk n ess w ith o u t so m e la m p , th o u g h
w e h a v e n ev er so  g o o d  ey es, n o r y et see w ith o u t ey es, th o u g h  in  n ev er so
clea r a  su n sh in e,ð so  th ere is a b so lu te n eed  fo r th e g u id in g  o f o u r feet in



th e d a n g ero u s a n d  d a rk  p a th s to  etern a l life (th a t a re fu ll o f p its a n d
sn a res,) o f th e la m p , o r w o rd  w ritten  o r p rea ch ed , w ith o u t u s, a n d  th e
illu m in a tio n  o f th e H o ly  G h o st w ith in  u s. T h ese a re co n jo in ed , Isa . 5 9 .2 1,
'T h is is m y  co v en a n t:' 'T h e S p irit th a t is u p o n  th ee, a n d  m y  w o rd s w h ich  I
h a v e p u t in  th y  m o u th , w ill n o t d ep a rt o u t o f th y  m o u th , n o r o u t o f th e
m o u th  o f th y  seed ,' & c. T h ere a re w o rd s w ith o u t, a n d  th ere m u st n eed s b e
a  sp irit w ith in , w h ich  m a k es u s to  b eh o ld  th e tru th  a n d  g ra ce co n ta in ed  in
th ese w o rd s. T h ere is a  la w  w ritten  w ith o u t, w ith  p en  a n d  in k , a n d  th ere
is a  la w  w ritten  w ith in , u p o n  th e h ea rt, w ith  th e S p irit o f th e liv in g  G o d .
T h e la w  w ith o u t is th e p a ttern  a n d  ex a ct co p y ; th e la w  w ith in , is th e
tra n scrip t o r th e im a g e o f G o d  u p o n  th e h ea rt, fra m ed  a n d  fa sh io n ed
a cco rd in g  to  th e sim ilitu d e o f it, 2  C o r. 3 .3 ; H eb . 8 .10 . S o  th en , th ere
n eed s b e n o  m o re q u estio n  a b o u t th e d iv in e a u th o rity  o f th e scrip tu res,
a m o n g  th o se w h o  h a v e th eir sen ses ex ercised  to  d iscern  b etw een  g o o d
a n d  ill, th a n  a m o n g  m en  w h o  see a n d  ta ste, co n cern in g  lig h t a n d
d a rk n ess, sw eet a n d  b itter. T h e p ersu a sio n  o f a  C h ristia n  is fetch ed
d eep er th a n  th e rea so n s o f m en . T h eir fa ith  is 'th e ev id en ce o f th in g s n o t
seen .' It is a n  ey e, a  su p ern a tu ra l ey e, w h ereb y  a  so u l b eh o ld s th a t
m a jesty  a n d  ex cellen cy  o f G o d  sh in in g  in  th e w o rd , w h ich , th o u g h  it sh in e
a b o u t th e rest o f th e w o rld , y et 'tis n o t seen , b eca u se th ey  ca n n o t k n o w  it
n o r d iscern  it. W o n d er n o t th a t th e m u ltitu d e o f m en  ca n n o t b eliev e th e
rep o rt th a t is m a d e; th a t th ere a re few  w h o  fin d  a n y  su ch  ex cellen cy  a n d
sw eetn ess in  th e g o sp el a s is rep o rted , b eca u se sa ith  Isa ia h ; 5 3 .1, 'th e a rm
o f th e L o rd  is n o t rev ea led  to  th em .' T h e h a n d  o f G o d  m u st first w rite o n
th eir h ea rt, ere th ey  u n d ersta n d  th e w ritin g s o f th e scrip tu res; h is a rm
m u st crea te a n  ey e in  th eir so u ls, a n  in tern a l lig h t, b efo re it ca n  b eh o ld
th a t g lo rio u s b rig h tn ess o f G o d  sh in in g  in  th e w o rd . T h e w o rd  is G o d 's
testim o n y  o f h im self, o f h is g ra ce a n d  m ercy , a n d  g o o d -w ill to  m a n k in d .
N o w  n o  m a n  ca n  receiv e th is testim o n y , u n less it b e sea led  a n d  co n firm ed
b y  th e H o ly  G h o st in to  th e h ea rt: sa ith  P eter, 'W e a re h is w itn esses o f
th ese th in g s, a n d  so  is a lso  th e H o ly  G h o st w h o m  G o d  h a th  g iv en  to  th em
th a t o b ey  h im ,' A cts 5 .3 2 . T h e w o rd  w itn esses to  th e ea r, a n d  th e S p irit
testifieth  to  o u r sp irits, th e tru th  a n d  w o rth  o f th a t; a n d  th erefo re th e
S p irit is a  sea l a n d  a  w itn ess. T h e w o rd  is th e L o rd 's v o ice to  h is o w n
ch ild ren ; b a sta rd s ca n n o t k n o w  it, 'b u t m y  sh eep  k n o w  m y  v o ice,' J o h n
10 .4 ,16 . Y o u  k n o w  n o  d ifferen ce b etw een  th e b lea tin g  o f o n e sh eep  fro m
a n o th er, b u t th e p o o r la m b s k n o w  th eir m o th er's v o ice; th ere is a  secret



in stin ct o f n a tu re th a t is m o re p o w erfu l th a n  m a n y  m a rk s a n d  sig n s: ev en
so  th o se w h o  a re b eg o tten  o f G o d  k n o w  h is v o ice,ð th ey  d iscern  th a t in  it
w h ich  a ll th e w o rld  th a t h ea r it ca n n o t d iscern ,ð th ere is a  sy m p a th y
b etw een  th eir so u ls a n d  th a t liv in g  w o rd . T h a t w o rd  is th e im m o rta l seed
th ey  a re b eg o tten  o f; a n d  th ere is a  n a tu ra l in stin ct to  lo v e th a t, a n d  to
m ed ita te in  it; su ch  a n  in clin a tio n  to  it, a s in  n ew -b o rn  b a b es to  th e
b rea sts; so  th e ch ild ren  o f G o d  'd o  d esire th e sin cere m ilk  o f th e w o rd ,
th a t th ey  m a y  g ro w  th ereb y ,' a s th ey  w ere b o rn  o f it, 1 P et. 2 .2 . In  th o se
scrip tu res w h ich  w e rea d  in  y o u r a u d ien ce, y o u  h a v e so m eth in g  o f th eir
ex cellen cy , a n d  o u r d u ty . T h ere is a  rich  jew el in  th em , a  p recio u s p ea rl in
th a t field , ev en  J esu s C h rist, a n d  in  h im  etern a l life; a n d  th erefo re w e
o u g h t to  sea rch  th e scrip tu res fo r th is jew el, to  d ig  in  th e field  fo r th is
p ea rl, th e d o ctrin e o f th e p ro p h ets a n d  a p o stles, a s a  su re fo u n d a tio n
w h ereu p o n  so u ls m a y  b u ild  th eir etern a l felicity , a n d  th e h o p e o f it. J esu s
C h rist is th e v ery  ch ief sto n e in  th a t fo u n d a tio n , w h ereu p o n  th e w eig h t o f
a ll th e sa in ts a n d  a ll th eir h o p e h a n g s. A n d  th erefo re w e o u g h t to  lea n  th e
w eig h t o f o u r so u ls o n ly  to  th is tru th  o f G o d , a n d  b u ild  o u r fa ith  o n ly
u p o n  it, a n d  sq u a re o u r p ra ctice o n ly  b y  it.

W e sh a ll sp ea k  so m eth in g  o f th e first, th a t it m a y  b e a  sp u r to  th e seco n d .
T h e J ew s h a d  so m e resp ectiv e o p in io n  o f th e w o rd  o f G o d ; th ey  k n ew  th a t
in  th em  w a s etern a l life; th ey  th o u g h t it a  d o ctrin e o f life a n d  h a p p in ess,
a n d  so  cried  u p  M o ses' w ritin g s, b u t th ey  w o u ld  n o t b eliev e C h rist's
w o rd s. T h ey  erred , n o t u n d ersta n d in g  th e scrip tu res, a n d  so  set th e
w ritin g s o f M o ses' la w  a t v a ria n ce w ith  th e p rea ch in g  o f C h rist's g o sp el.
W h a t a  p itifu l m ista k e w a s th is! T h ey  th o u g h t th ey  h a d  etern a l life in  th e
scrip tu res, a n d  y et th ey  d id  n o t receiv e n o r a ck n o w led g e h im  w h o m  to
k n o w  w a s etern a l life. T h erefo re o u r L o rd  J esu s sen d s th em  b a ck  a g a in  to
th e scrip tu res:ð "G o  a n d  sea rch  th em ; y o u  th in k , a n d  y o u  th in k  w ell, th a t
in  th em  y e m a y  fin d  th e w a y  to  etern a l life; b u t w h ile y o u  seek  it in  th em
y o u  m ista k e it: th ese scrip tu res testify  o f m e, th e en d  o f th e la w , b u t y o u
ca n n o t b eh o ld  th e en d  o f th a t m in istry , b eca u se o f th e b lin d n ess o f y o u r
h ea rts, (R o m . 10 .3 ; 2  C o r. 3 .13 ,14 .) T h erefo re sea rch  a g a in , u n fo ld  th e
cerem o n ies; I a m  w ra p t in  th em , a n d  life etern a l w ith  m e. D ig  u p  th e la w
till y o u  fin d  th e b o tto m  o f G o d 's p u rp o se in  it,ð till y o u  fin d  th e en d  o f th e
m in istra tio n ,ð a n d  y o u  sh a ll fin d  m e, 'th e w a y , th e tru th , a n d  life;' a n d  so
y o u  sh a ll h a v e th a t etern a l life w h ich  n o w  y o u  d o  b u t th in k  y o u  h a v e, a n d



a re b eg u iled . W h ile y o u  seek  it o u t o f m e, in  v a in  y o u  th in k  y o u  h a v e it,
fo r it is n o t in  th e scrip tu res, b u t b eca u se th ey  testify  o f m e, th e life a n d
th e lig h t o f m en ." M a y  n o t th is n o w  co m m en d  th e w o rd  to  u s? etern a l life
is in  it. O th er w ritin g s a n d  d isco u rses m a y  tick le th e ea rs w ith  so m e
p lea sin g  elo q u en ce, b u t th a t is v a n ish in g ; it is b u t lik e a  m u sicia n 's v o ice.
S o m e m a y  rep resen t so m e p etty  a n d  m o m en ta ry  a d v a n ta g e, b u t h o w
so o n  sh a ll a n  en d  b e p u t to  a ll th a t? S o  th a t w ith in  a  little tim e th e
a d v a n ta g e o f a ll th e b o o k s o f th e w o rld  sh a ll b e g o n e. T h e sta tu tes a n d
la w s o f k in g s a n d  p a rlia m en ts ca n  rea ch  n o  fu rth er th a n  so m e tem p o ra l
rew a rd  o r p u n ish m en t; th eir h ig h est p a in  is th e k illin g  o f th is b o d y ; th eir
h ig h est rew a rd  is so m e ev a n ish in g  a n d  fa d in g  h o n o u r, o r p erish in g
rich es: b u t 'h e sh o w eth  h is w o rd  a n d  ju d g m en ts u n to  u s, a n d  h a th  n o t
d ea lt so  w ith  a n y  n a tio n ,' P sa lm  14 7 .19 ,2 0 . A n d  n o  n a tio n  u n d er th e
w h o le h ea v en  h a th  su ch  la w s a n d  o rd in a n ces; etern a l life a n d  etern a l
d ea th  is w ra p t u p  in  th em . T h ese a re rew a rd s a n d  p u n ish m en ts su ita b le
to  th e m a jesty  a n d  m a g n ificen ce o f th e etern a l L a w g iv er. C o n sid er, I
b eseech  y o u , w h a t is fo ld ed  u p  h ere,ð th e scrip tu res sh o w  th e p a th  o f life;
life is o f a ll th in g s th e m o st ex cellen t, a n d  co m es n ea rest th e b lessed
b ein g  o f G o d . W h en  w e sa y  life, w e u n d ersta n d  a  b lessed  life, th a t o n ly
d eserv es th e n a m e. N o w  th is w e h a v e lo st in  A d a m . D ea th  is p a ssed  u p o n
a ll m en , b u t th a t d ea th  is n o t th e w o rst: 'tis b u t a  co n seq u en ce o f a  so u l-
d ea th . T h e im m o rta l so u lð w h o se life co n sisteth  in  co m m u n io n  w ith  G o d ,
a n d  p ea ce w ith  h im ð is sep a ra ted  fro m  h im  b y  sin , a n d  so  k illed , w h en  it
is cu t o ff fro m  th e fo u n ta in  o f life; w h a t a  life ca n  it h a v e m o re, th a n  a
b ea m  th a t is cu t o ff b y  th e in terv en tio n  o f a  d a rk  b o d y  fro m  th e su n . N o w
th en , w h a t a  b lessed  d o ctrin e m u st it b e th a t b rin g s to  lig h t, life a n d
im m o rta lity ? esp ecia lly  w h en  w e h a v e so  m isera b ly  lo st it, a n d  in v o lv ed
o u r so u ls in to  a n  etern a l d ea th . L ife is p recio u s in  itself, b u t m u ch  m o re
p recio u s to  o n e co n d em n ed  to  d ie,ð to  b e ca u g h t o u t o f th e p a w s o f th e
lio n ,ð to  b e b ro u g h t b a ck  fro m  th e g ib b et. O  h o w  w ill th a t co m m en d  th e
fa v o u r o f a  little m o re tim e in  th e w o rld ! B u t th en  if w e k n ew  w h a t a n
etern a l m isery  w e a re in v o lv ed  in to , a n d  sta n d  u n d er a  sen ten ce b in d in g
u s o v er to  su ch  a n  in co n ceiv a b le a n d  in su p p o rta b le p u n ish m en t a s is th e
cu rse a n d  w ra th  o f G o d ; O  h o w  p recio u s a n  esteem  w o u ld  so u ls h a v e o f
th e scrip tu res, h o w  w o u ld  th ey  b e sw eet u n to  th eir so u l, b eca u se th ey
sh o w  u n to  u s a  w a y  o f esca p in g  th a t p it o f m isery , a n d  a  w a y  o f a tta in in g
etern a l b lessed n ess a s sa tisfy in g  a n d  g lo rio u s a s th e m isery  w o u ld  h a v e



b een  v ex in g  a n d  to rm en tin g ! O  th a t y e w o u ld  o n ce la y  th ese in  th e
b a la n ce to g eth er,ð th is p resen t life a n d  life etern a l! K n o w  y e n o t th a t y o u r
so u ls a re crea ted  fo r etern ity ; th a t th ey  w ill etern a lly  su rv iv e a ll th ese
p resen t th in g s? N o w  h o w  d o  y e im a g in e th ey  sh a ll liv e a fter th is life? Y o u r
th o u g h ts a n d  p ro jects a n d  d esig n s a re co n fin ed  w ith in  th e p o o r n a rro w
b o u n d s o f y o u r tim e. W h en  y o u  d ie, in  th a t d a y  y o u r th o u g h ts sh a ll
p erish . A ll y o u r im a g in a tio n s a n d  p u rp o ses a n d  p ro v id en ces sh a ll h a v e a n
en d  th en ; th ey  rea ch  n o  fa rth er th a n  th a t tim e. A n d  if y o u  sh o u ld  w h o lly
p erish  to o , it w ere n o t so  m u ch  m a tter. B u t fo r a ll y o u r p u rp o ses a n d
p ro jects to  co m e to  a n  en d , w h en  y o u  a re b u t b eg in n in g  to  liv e, a n d  en ter
etern ity , th a t is la m en ta b le in d eed ! T h erefo re I sa y , co n sid er w h a t y e a re
d o in g , w eig h  th ese in  a  b a la n ce,ð etern a l life a n d  th e p resen t life; if th ere
w ere n o  m o re d ifferen ce b u t th e co n tin u a n ce o f th e o n e, a n d  th e
sh o rtn ess o f th e o th er,ð th a t th e w o rld 's sta n d in g  is b u t a s o n e d a y , o n e
m o m en t to  etern ity ,ð th a t o u g h t to  p rep o n d era te in  y o u r so u ls. D o  w e n o t
h ere flee a w a y  a s a  sh a d o w  u p o n  th e m o u n ta in s? A re w e n o t a s a  v a p o u r
th a t a scen d s, a n d  fo r a  little tim e a p p ea rs a  so lid  b o d y , a n d  th en  p resen tly
v a n ish eth ? D o  w e n o t co m e a ll in to  th e sta g e o f th e w o rld , a s fo r a n  h o u r,
to  a ct o u r p a rt a n d  b e g o n e; n o w  th en , w h a t is th is to  en d less etern ity ?
W h en  y o u  h a v e co n tin u ed  a s lo n g  a s sin ce th e w o rld  b eg a n , y o u  a re n o
n ea rer th e en d  o f it. O u g h t n o t th a t esta te th en  to  b e m o st in  y o u r ey es,
h o w  to  la y  u p  a  fo u n d a tio n  fo r th e tim e to  co m e? B u t th en , co m p a re th e
m isery  a n d  th e v ex a tio n  o f th is life w ith  th e g lo ry  a n d  felicity  o f th is
etern a l life. W h a t a re o u r d a y s? B u t few  a n d  fu ll o f tro u b le. O r, if y o u  w ill,
ta k e th e m o st b lessed  esta te y o u  h a v e seen  a n d  h ea rd  o f in  th is w o rld , o f
k in g s a n d  rich  m en , a n d  h elp  a ll th e d efects o f it b y  y o u r im a g in a tio n s;
su p p o se u n to  y o u rselv es th e h eig h t a n d  p itch  o f g lo ry  a n d  a b u n d a n ce a n d
p o w er th a t is a tta in a b le o n  ea rth ; a n d  w h en  y o u r fa n cy  h a th  b u sk ed  u p
su ch  a  felicity , co m p a re it w ith  a n  etern a l life: O  h o w  w ill th a t v a n ish  o u t
o f y o u r im a g in a tio n s! If so  b e y o u  k n o w  a n y  th in g  o f th e life to  co m e, y o u
w ill ev en  th in k  th a t a n  o d io u s co m p a riso n ,ð y o u  w ill th in k  a ll th a t ea rth ly
felicity  b u t lig h t a s v a n ity , 'ev ery  m a n  a t h is b est esta te is a lto g eth er
v a n ity .' E tern a l life w ill w eig h  d o w n  etern a lly , 2  C o r. 4 .17 ,18 . O  b u t it h a th
a n  ex ceed in g  w eig h t in  itself,ð o n e m o m en t o f it, o n e h o u r's p o ssessio n
a n d  ta ste o f it! b u t th en  w h a t sh a ll th e en d less en d u ra n ce o f it a d d  to  its
w eig h t? N o w  th ere a re m a n y  th a t p resu m e th ey  h a v e a  rig h t to  etern a l
life, a s th e J ew s d id . Y o u  th in k , sa ith  h e, th a t y o u  h a v e it; y o u  th in k  w ell,



th a t y o u  th in k  'tis o n ly  to  b e fo u n d  in  th e scrip tu res; b u t y o u  v a in ly  th in k
th a t y o u  h a v e fo u n d  it in  th em : a n d  th ere is th is rea so n  fo r it, b eca u se
'y o u  w ill n o t co m e to  m e th a t y o u  m ig h t h a v e life,' J o h n  5 .4 0 . If y o u  d id
u n d ersta n d  th e tru e m ea n in g  o f th e scrip tu res, a n d  d id  n o t rest o n  th e
o u tw a rd  letter a n d  o rd in a n ces, y o u  w o u ld  receiv e th e testim o n y  th a t th e
scrip tu res g iv e o f m e. B u t n o w  y o u  h ea r n o t m e, th e F a th er's su b sta n tia l
W o rd , th erefo re 'y e h a v e n o t h is w o rd  a b id in g  in  y o u ,' v er. 3 8 . T h ere w a s
n o th in g  m o re g en era l a m o n g  th a t p eo p le, th a n  a  v a in  ca rn a l co n fid en ce
a n d  p resu m p tio n  o f b ein g  G o d 's p eo p le, a n d  h a v in g  in terest in  th e
p ro m ise o f life etern a l, a s it is th is d a y  in  th e v isib le ch u rch . T h ere is a
m u ltitu d e th a t a re C h ristia n s o n ly  in  th e letter, a n d  n o t in  th e sp irit, th a t
w o u ld  n ev er a d m it a n y  q u estio n  co n cern in g  th is g rea t m a tter o f h a v in g
etern a l life; a n d  so  b y  n o t q u estio n in g  it, th ey  co m e to  th in k  th ey  h a v e it,
a n d  b y  d eg rees th eir co n jectu res a n d  th o u g h ts a b o u t th is a riseth  to  th e
sta b ility  o f so m e feig n ed  a n d  stro n g  p ersu a sio n  o f it. In  th e O ld
T esta m en t th e L o rd  strik es a t th e ro o t o f th eir p ersu a sio n s, b y
d isco v erin g  u n to  th em  h o w  v a in  a  th in g  it w a s, a n d  h o w  a b o m in a b le it
w a s b efo re h im , to  h a v e a n  ex tern a l p ro fessio n  o f b ein g  h is p eo p le, a n d  to
g lo ry  in  ex tern a l o rd in a n ces a n d  p riv ileg es, a n d  y et to  n eg lect a lto g eth er
th e p u rg in g  o f th eir h ea rts a n d  co n scien ces fro m  lu st a n d  id o l-sin s, a n d  to
m a k e n o  co n scien ce o f w a lk in g  rig h teo u sly  to w a rd s m en . T h eir p ro fessio n
w a s co n tra d icted  b y  th eir p ra ctice, 'W ill y e stea l, m u rd er, a n d  co m m it
a d u ltery , a n d  y et co m e a n d  sta n d  in  m y  h o u se?' J er. 7 .9 ,10 . D o th  n o t th a t
sa y  a s m u ch  a s if I h a d  g iv en  y o u  lib erty  to  d o  a ll th ese a b o m in a tio n s?
E v en  so  it is th is d a y ; th e m o st p a rt h a v e n o  m o re o f C h ristia n ity  b u t a
n a m e. T h ey  h a v e so m e o u tw a rd  p riv ileg es o f b a p tism  a n d  h ea rin g  th e
w o rd ; a n d , it m a y  b e, h a v e a  fo rm  o f k n o w led g e, a n d  a  fo rm  o f w o rsh ip ;
b u t in  th e m ea n tim e th ey  a re n o t b a p tized  in  h ea rt,ð th ey  a re in  a ll th eir
co n v ersa tio n  ev en  co n fo rm ed  to  th e h ea th en  w o rld ,ð th ey  h a te p erso n a l
refo rm a tio n , a n d  th in k  it to o  p recise a n d  n eed less. N o w , I sa y , su ch  a re
m a n y  o f y o u , a n d  y et y o u  w o u ld  n o t ta k e w ell to  h a v e it q u estio n ed
w h eth er y e sh a ll b e p a rta k ers o f etern a l life. Y o u  th in k  y o u  a re w ro n g ed
w h en  th a t is ca lled  in  q u estio n . O h  th a t it w ere b ey o n d  a ll q u estio n
in d eed ! B u t k n o w  a ssu red ly  th a t y o u  a re b u t C h ristia n s in  th e letter,ð in
th e flesh  a n d  n o t in  th e sp irit. M a n y  o f y o u  h a v e n o t so  m u ch  a s 'a  fo rm  o f
k n o w led g e'ð h a v e n o t so  m u ch  a s th e letter o f relig io n . Y o u  h a v e h ea rd
so m e n a m es in  th e p rea ch in g  o ften  rep ea ted ,ð a s C h rist, a n d  G o d , a n d



fa ith , a n d  h ea v en , a n d  h ell,ð a n d  y o u  k n o w  n o  m o re o f th ese b u t th e
n a m e. Y o u  co n sid er n o t a n d  m ed ita te n o t o n  th em ; a n d  th o u g h  y o u  k n o w
th e tru th  o f th e w o rd , y et th e w o rd  a b id eth  n o t n o r d w elleth  in  y o u . Y o u
h a v e it in  y o u r m o u th , y o u  h a v e it in  y o u r m in d  o r u n d ersta n d in g , b u t it is
n o t receiv ed  in  lo v e, it d o th  n o t d w ell in  th e h ea rt. 'L et, th e w o rd  o f C h rist
d w ell in  y o u  rich ly ,' C o l. 3 .16 . Y o u  h a v e it im p riso n ed  in  y o u r m in d s, a n d
sh u t u p  in  a  co rn er w h ere it is u seless, a n d  ca n  d o  n o  m o re b u t w itn ess
a g a in st y o u , a n d  sca rce th a t. A s th e G en tiles in ca rcera ted  a n d  d eta in ed
th e tru th  o f G o d , w ritten  b y  n a tu re w ith in  th em , in  u n rig h teo u sn ess,
(R o m . 1.18 ,) so  d o  m a n y  o f y o u  d eta in  th e k n o w led g e o f h is w o rd  in
u n rig h teo u sn ess. It h a th  n o  p la ce in  th e h ea rt, g ets n o  lib erty  a n d
freed o m  to  w a lk  th ro u g h  th e a ffectio n s, a n d  so  to  o rd er th e co n v ersa tio n
o f m en ; a n d  th erefo re th e m o st p a rt o f m en  d o  b u t fa n cy  to  th em selv es a n
in terest a n d  rig h t to  etern a l life. Y o u  th in k  it, a n d  d o  b u t th in k  it; it is b u t
a  stro n g  im a g in a tio n , th a t h a th  n o  stren g th  fro m  th e g ro u n d s o f it, n o
sta b ility  fro m  a n y  ev id en ce o r p ro m ise, b u t m erely  fro m  itself; o r it is b u t
a  lig h t a n d  v a in  co n jectu re th a t h a th  n o  stren g th  in  it b eca u se th ere is n o
q u estio n  o r d o u b ts a d m itted  w h ich  m a y  try  th e stren g th  o f it. B u t th en  I
su p p o se th a t a  m a n  co u ld  a tta in  so m e a n sw era b le w a lk in g , th a t h e h a d
n o t o n ly  a  fo rm  o f k n o w led g e, b u t so m e rea lity  o f p ra ctice, so m e in w a rd
h ea t o f a ffectio n  a n d  zea l fo r G o d  a n d  g o d lin ess, y et th ere is o n e th in g
th a t h e w a n ts, a n d  if it b e w a n tin g  w ill sp o il a ll; a n d  it is th is, w h ich
C h rist rep ro v es in  th e J ew s, 'y o u  w ill n o t co m e to  m e to  h a v e life;' th e
scrip tu res testify  o f m e, b u t y o u  receiv e n o t th eir testim o n y . S u p p o se a
m a n  h a d  a s m u ch  eq u ity  a n d  ju stice to w a rd s m en , p iety  to w a rd s G o d ,
a n d  so b riety  to w a rd s h im self, a s ca n  b e fo u n d  a m o n g st th e b est o f m en ;
let h im  b e a  d ilig en t rea d er o f th e scrip tu res, let h im  lo v e th em , a n d
m ed ita te o n  th em  d a y  a n d  n ig h t; y et if h e d o  n o t co m e o u t o f h im self, a n d
lea v e a ll h is o w n  rig h teo u sn ess a s d u n g  b eh in d  h im , th a t h e m a y  b e fo u n d
in  J esu s C h rist, h e h a th  n o  life, h e ca n n o t h a v e a n y  rig h t to  life etern a l.
Y o u  m a y  th in k  th is is a  stra n g e a ssertio n , th a t if a  m a n  h a d  th e
rig h teo u sn ess a n d  h o lin ess o f a n  a n g el, y et h e co u ld  n o t b e sa v ed  w ith o u t
d en y in g  a ll th a t, a n d  fleein g  to  C h rist a s a n  u n g o d ly  m a n ; a n d  y o u  m a y
th in k  it a s stra n g e a  su p p o sa l, th a t a n y  p erso n  th a t rea d s th e scrip tu res,
a n d  w a lk s rig h teo u sly , a n d  h a th  a  zea l to w a rd s G o d , y et a re su ch  a s w ill
n o t co m e to  C h rist a n d  w ill n o t h ea r h im  w h o m  th e L o rd  h a th  sen t.



B u t th e first is th e v ery  su b sta n ce o f th e g o sp el. 'T h ere is n o n e o th er n a m e
w h ereb y  m en  m a y  b e sa v ed , b u t b y  J esu s C h rist,' A cts 4 .12 . L ife etern a l is
a ll w ith in  h im . A ll th e trea su res o f g ra ce a n d  w isd o m  a n d  k n o w led g e a re
sea ted  in  h im , C o l. 1.19 ; 2 .3 . A ll th e lig h t o f life a n d  sa lv a tio n  is em b o d ied
in  th is su n  o f rig h teo u sn ess, sin ce th e eclip se o f m a n 's felicity  in  th e
g a rd en . A d a m  w a s a  liv in g  so u l, b u t h e lo st h is o w n  life, a n d  k illed  h is
p o sterity . C h rist J esu s, th e seco n d  co m m o n  m a n  in  th e w o rld , is a
q u ick en in g  sp irit. H e h a th  n o t o n ly  life in  h im self, b u t h e g iv es it m o re
a b u n d a n tly ; a n d  th erefo re y o u  h a v e it so  o ften  rep ea ted  in  J o h n , w h o  w a s
th e d iscip le m o st a cq u a in ted  w ith  C h rist, 'in  h im  w a s life; a n d  th e life w a s
th e lig h t o f m en ,' J o h n  1.4 . A n d  h e is 'th e b rea d  o f life,' th a t g iv es life to
th e w o rld , J o h n  6 .3 3 ,3 5 . H e is 'th e resu rrectio n  a n d  th e life,' 11.2 5 ; a n d
'th e w a y , th e tru th , a n d  th e life,' 14 .6 . T h e scrip tu res d o  n o t co n ta in
etern a l life, b u t in  a s fa r a s th ey  lea d  to  h im  w h o  is life, a n d  w h o m  to
k n o w  a n d  em b ra ce is etern a l life: a n d  th erefo re, sa ith  h e, 'th ese a re th ey
w h ich  testify  o f m e.' M a n  liv ed  im m ed ia tely  in  G o d  w h en  h e w a s in
in n o cen cy ; h e h a d  life in  h im self fro m  G o d ; b u t th en  h e b eg a n  to  liv e in
h im self w ith o u t d ep en d en ce o n  G o d  th e fo u n ta in  o f life, a n d  th is h im self
b ein g  in terp o sed  b etw een  G o d  a n d  life, it ev a n ish ed  ev en  a s a  b ea m  b y
th e in terv en in g  o f a n y  g ro ss b o d y  b etw een  it a n d  th e su n . N o w  m a n 's lig h t
a n d  life b ein g  th u s eclip sed  a n d  cu t o ff, th e L o rd  is p lea sed  to  let a ll
fu lln ess d w ell in  h is S o n  J esu s C h rist, a n d  th e fu lln ess o f th e G o d h ea d
d w elt in  h im  b o d ily , C o l. 2 .9 ; th a t sin ce th ere w a s n o  a ccess im m ed ia tely
to  G o d  fo r life (a  fla m in g  fire, a n d  sw o rd  o f d iv in e ju stice co m p a ssin g  a n d
g u a rd in g  th e tree o f life, lest m a n  sh o u ld  to u ch  it) th ere m ig h t b e a ccess
to  G o d  in  a  m ed ia to r lik e u n to  u s, th a t w e m ig h t co m e to  h im , a n d  m ig h t
h a v e life fro m  G o d  b y  th e in terv en tio n  o f J esu s C h rist.

L o o k  th en  w h a t is in  th e H o ly  S crip tu res, a n d  y o u  sh a ll fin d  it b u t a  letter
o f d ea th  a n d  m in istra tio n  o f co n d em n a tio n  w h ile it is sep a ra ted  fro m
h im . C h rist is th e v ery  life a n d  sp irit o f th e scrip tu res, b y  w h o se v irtu e
th ey  q u ick en  o u r so u ls. If y o u  co n sid er th e p erfect ru le o f rig h teo u sn ess
in  th e la w , y o u  ca n n o t fin d  life th ere, b eca u se y o u  ca n n o t b e co n fo rm ed
u n to  it; th e h o liest m a n  o ffen d s in  ev ery  th in g , a n d  th a t h o ly  la w  b ein g
v io la ted  in  a n y  th in g  w ill sen d  th ee to  h ell w ith  a  cu rse. 'C u rsed  is h e th a t
a b id eth  n o t in  a ll th in g s.' If y o u  lo o k  u p o n  th e p ro m ise o f life, 'd o  th is a n d
liv e;' w h a t co m fo rt ca n  y o u  fin d  in  it, ex cep t y o u  co u ld  fin d  d o in g  in



y o u rselv es? A n d  ca n  a n y  m a n  liv in g  fin d  su ch  ex a ct o b ed ien ce a s th e la w
req u ires? T h ere is a  m ista k e a m o n g  m a n y . T h ey  co n ceiv e th a t th e L o rd
ca n n o t b u t b e w ell-p lea sed  w ith  th em  if th ey  d o  w h a t th ey  ca n . B u t b e n o t
d eceiv ed ,ð th e la w  o f G o d  req u ires p erfect d o in g ; it w ill n o t co m p o u n d
w ith  th ee, a n d  co m e d o w n  in  its term s; n o t o n e jo t o f th e rig o u r o f it w ill
b e rem itted . If y o u  ca n n o t d o  a ll th a t is co m m a n d ed , a ll y o u  d o  w ill n o t
sa tisfy  th a t p ro m ise; th erefo re th o u  m u st b e tu rn ed  o v er fro m  th e
p ro m ise o f life to  th e cu rse, a n d  th ere th o u  sh a lt fin d  th y  n a m e w ritten .
T h erefo re it is a b so lu tely  n ecessa ry  th a t J esu s C h rist b e m a d e u n d er th e
la w , a n d  g iv e o b ed ien ce in  a ll th in g s, ev en  to  th e d ea th  o f th e cro ss, a n d
so  b e m a d e a  cu rse fo r u s, a n d  sin  fo r u s, ev en  h e 'w h o  k n ew  n o  sin .' A n d
th u s in  h im  y o u  fin d  th e la w  fu lfilled , ju stice sa tisfied , a n d  G o d  p lea sed .
In  h im  y o u  fin d  th e p ro m ise o f life in d eed  esta b lish ed  in  a  b etter a n d
su rer w a y  th a n  w a s first p ro p o u n d ed . Y o u  fin d  life b y  h is d ea th , y o u  fin d
life in  h is d o in g  fo r y o u . A n d  a g a in , co n sid er th e cerem o n ia l la w ,ð w h a t
w ere a ll th o se sa crifices a n d  cerem o n ies? D id  G o d  d elig h t in  th em ? C o u ld
h e sa v o u r th eir in cen se a n d  sw eet sm ells, a n d  ea t th e fa t o f la m b s a n d  b e
p a cified ? N o , h e d etests a n d  a b h o rs su ch  a b o m in a tio n s! B eca u se th a t
p eo p le d id  sta y  in  th e letter, a n d  w en t n o  fu rth er th a n  th e cerem o n y , h e
d ecla res th a t it w a s a s g rea t a b o m in a tio n  to  h im  a s th e o fferin g  u p  o f a
d o g . W h ile th ey  w ere sep a ra ted  fro m  J esu s C h rist, in  w h o m  h is so u l
rested  a n d  w a s p a cified , th ey  w ere n o t ex p ia tio n s, b u t p ro v o ca tio n s; th ey
w ere n o t p ro p itia tio n s fo r sin , b u t a b o m in a tio n s in  th em selv es. B u t ta k e
th ese a s th e sh a d o w  o f su ch  a  liv in g  su b sta n ce; ta k e th em  a s
rem em b ra n ces o f h im  w h o  w a s to  co m e, a n d  b eh o ld  J esu s C h rist ly in g  in
th ese sw a d d lin g  clo th es o f cerem o n ies, u n til th e fu lln ess o f tim e sh o u ld
co m e, th a t h e m ig h t b e m a n ifested  in  th e flesh , a n d  so  y o u  sh a ll fin d
etern a l life in  th o se d ea d  b ea sts, in  th o se d u m b  cerem o n ies. If y o u
co n sid er th is L a m b  o f G o d  sla in  in  a ll th ese sa crifices, fro m  th e b eg in n in g
o f th e w o rld , th en  y o u  p resen t a  sw eet-sm ellin g  sa v o u r to  G o d ,ð th en  y o u
o ffer th e tru e p ro p itia tio n  fo r th e sin s o f th e w o rld ,ð th en  h e w ill d elig h t
m o re in  th a t sa crifice th a n  a ll o th er p erso n a l o b ed ien ce.

B u t w h a t if I sh o u ld  sa y , th a t th e g o sp el itself is a  k illin g  letter, a n d
m in istra tio n  o f d ea th , b ein g  sev ered  fro m  C h rist? I sh o u ld  sa y  n o th in g
a m iss, b u t w h a t P a u l sp ea k eth , th a t h is g o sp el w a s 'a  sa v o u r o f d ea th ' to
m a n y . T a k e th e m o st p o w erfu l p rea ch in g , th e m o st sw eet d isco u rse, th e



m o st p la in  w ritin g s o f th e free g ra ce a n d  sa lv a tio n  in  th e g o sp el,ð ta k e a ll
th e p rea ch in g  o f J esu s C h rist h im self a n d  h is a p o stles,ð a n d  y o u  sh a ll n o t
fin d  life in  th em , u n less y e b e led  b y  th a t S p irit o f C h rist u n to  h im self,
w h o  is 'th e resu rrectio n  a n d  th e life.' It w ill n o  m o re sa v e y o u  th a n  th e
co v en a n t o f w o rk s, u n less th a t w o rd  a b id e a n d  d w ell in  y o u r h ea rts, to
m a k e y o u  b eliev e in  h im , a n d  em b ra ce h im  w ith  y o u r so u ls, w h o m  G o d
h a th  sen t. S u p p o se y o u  h ea rd  a ll, a n d  h ea rd  it g la d ly , a n d  lea rn ed  it, a n d
co u ld  d isco u rse w ell u p o n  it, a n d  tea ch  o th ers, y et if y o u  b e n o t d riv en  o u t
o f y o u rselv es, o u t o f y o u r o w n  rig h teo u sn ess, a s w ell a s sin s, a n d  p u rsu ed
to  th is city  o f refu g e, J esu s C h rist, y o u  h a v e n o t etern a l life. Y o u r
k n o w led g e o f th e tru th  o f th e g o sp el, a n d  y o u r o b ed ien ce to  G o d 's la w ,
w ill certa in ly  k ill y o u , a n d  a s certa in ly  a s y o u r ig n o ra n ce a n d
d iso b ed ien ce, u n less y o u  h a v e em b ra ced  in  y o u r so u l th a t g o o d  th in g
J esu s C h rist, co n ta in ed  in  th ese tru th s, w h o  is th e d ia m o n d  o f th a t g o ld en
rin g  o f th e scrip tu res; a n d  u n less y o u r so u l em b ra ce th ese p ro m ises a s
so u l-sa v in g , a s co n ta in in g  th e ch ief g o o d , a n d  'w o rth y  o f a ll a ccep ta tio n ,'
a s w ell a s y o u r m in d  receiv e th ese a s tru e a n d  fa ith fu l sa y in g s, 1 T im . 1.15 .

T h u s y e see J esu s C h rist is eith er th e su b ject o f a ll in  th e scrip tu res, o r th e
en d  o f it a ll. H e is th e v ery  p ro p er su b ject o f th e g o sp el. P a u l k n ew
n o th in g  b u t C h rist cru cified  in  h is p rea ch in g ; a n d  h e is th e v ery  en d  a n d
sco p e 'o f th e la w  fo r rig h teo u sn ess,' R o m . 10 .3 . A ll th e p rea ch in g  o f a
co v en a n t o f w o rk s, a ll th e cu rses a n d  th rea ten in g s o f th e B ib le, a ll th e
rig id  ex a ctio n s o f o b ed ien ce, a ll co m e to  th is o n e g rea t d esig n ; n o t th a t w e
set a b o u t su ch  a  w a lk in g  to  p lea se G o d , o r d o  so m eth in g  to  p a cify  h im ,
b u t th a t w e b ein g  co n clu d ed  u n d er sin  a n d  w ra th  o n  th e o n e h a n d , a n d  a n
im p o ssib ility  to  sa v e o u rselv es o n  th e o th er h a n d , G a l. 3 .2 2 , R o m . 5 .2 0 ,
2 1, m a y  b e p u rsu ed  u n to  J esu s C h rist fo r rig h teo u sn ess a n d  life, w h o  is
b o th  a b le to  sa v e u s, a n d  rea d y  to  w elco m e u s. T h erefo re th e G o sp el
o p en s th e d o o r o f sa lv a tio n  in  C h rist, th e la w  is b eh in d  u s w ith  fire a n d
sw o rd , a n d  d estru ctio n  p u rsu in g  u s; a n d  a ll fo r th is en d , th a t sin n ers m a y
co m e to  h im  a n d  h a v e life. T h u s th e la w  is m a d e th e p ed a g o g u e o f th e
so u l to  lea d  to  C h rist; C h rist is b eh in d  u s, cu rsin g , co n d em n in g ,
th rea ten in g  u s, a n d  h e is b efo re w ith  stretch ed -o u t a rm s rea d y  to  receiv e
u s, b less u s, a n d  sa v e u s, in v itin g , p ro m isin g , ex h o rtin g  to  h a v e life.
C h rist is o n  M o u n t S in a i, d eliv erin g  th e la w  w ith  th u n d ers, A cts 7 .3 8 ; a n d
h e is o n  th e M o u n t Z io n , in  th e ca lm  v o ice; h e is b o th  u p o n  th e m o u n ta in



o f cu rsin g s a n d  b lessin g s, a n d  o n  b o th  d o in g  th e p a rt o f a  m ed ia to r, G a l.
3 .19 ,2 0 . It is lo v e th a t is in  h is h ea rt w h ich  m a d e h im  first co v er h is
co u n ten a n ce w ith  fro w n s a n d  th rea ts; a n d  it is lo v e th a t a g a in  d isp la y s
itself in  h is sm ilin g  co u n ten a n ce. T h u s so u ls a re en clo sed  w ith  lo v e
p u rsu in g  a n d  lo v e receiv in g ; a n d  th u s th e la w , w h ich  seem s m o st
co n tra ry  to  th e G o sp el, testifies o f C h rist. It g iv es h im  th is testim o n y , th a t
ex cep t sa lv a tio n  b e in  h im , it is n o w h ere else. T h e la w  sa y s, "It is n o t in
m e, seek  it n o t in  o b ed ien ce; I ca n  d o  n o th in g  b u t d estro y  y o u , if y o u
a b id e u n d er m y  ju risd ictio n ." T h e cerem o n ies a n d  sa crifices sa y , "If y o u
ca n  b eh o ld  th e en d  o f th is m in istry ,ð if a  v eil b e n o t u p o n  y o u r h ea rts, a s
it w a s u p o n  M o ses' fa ce, (2  C o r. 3 . 13 .) y o u  m a y  see w h ere it is; it is n o t in
y o u r o b ed ien ce, b u t in  th e d ea th  a n d  su fferin g  o f th e S o n  o f G o d  w h o m
w e rep resen t." T h en  th e G o sp el ta k es a ll th ese co v erin g s a n d  v eils a w a y
a n d  g iv es a  p la in  a n d  o p en  testim o n y  o f h im : "T h ere is n o  n a m e u n d er
h ea v en  to  b e sa v ed  b y , b u t C h rist's." T h e O ld  T esta m en t sp a k e b y  fig u res
a n d  sig n s, a s d u m b  m en  d o , b u t th e N ew  sp ea k s in  p la in  w o rd s, a n d  w ith
o p en  fa ce. N o w  I sa y , fo r a ll th is th a t th ere is n o  sa lv a tio n  b u t in  h im , y et
m a n y  so u ls,ð n o t o n ly  th o se w h o  liv e in  th eir g ro ss sin s a n d  h a v e n o  fo rm
o f g o d lin ess, b u t ev en  th e b etter so rt o f p eo p le th a t h a v e so m e
'k n o w led g e' a n d  civ ility  a n d  a  k in d  o f 'zea l fo r G o d ,'ð y et th ey  d o  n o t
'co m e to  h im  th a t th ey  m a y  h a v e life,' th ey  d o  n o t 'su b m it to  th e
rig h teo u sn ess o f G o d ,' R o m . 10 .2 ,3 . H ere is th e m a rch  th a t d iv id es th e
w a y s o f h ea v en  a n d  h ell,ð co m in g  to  J esu s C h rist, a n d  fo rsa k in g
o u rselv es. T h e co n fid en ce o f th ese so u ls is ch iefly  o r o n ly  in  th a t little
k n o w led g e, o r zea l, o r p ro fessio n  th ey  h a v e; th ey  d o  n o t a s rea lly  a b h o r
th em selv es fo r th eir o w n  rig h teo u sn ess a s fo r th eir u n rig h teo u sn ess. T h ey
m a k e th a t th e co v erin g  o f th eir n a k ed n ess a n d  filth in ess w h ich  is in  itself
a s m en stru o u s a n d  u n clea n  a s a n y  th in g . It is n o w  th e v ery  p ro p en sio n
a n d  n a tu ra l in clin a tio n  o f o u r h ea rts, to  sta n d  u p rig h t in  o u rselv es. F a ith
b o w s a  so u l's b a ck  to  ta k e o n  C h rist's rig h teo u sn ess; b u t p resu m p tio n  lifts
u p  a  so u l u p o n  its o w n  b o tto m . 'H o w  ca n  y e b eliev e th a t seek  h o n o u r o n e
o f a n o th er?' T h e en g a g em en ts o f th e so u l to  its o w n  cred it o r estim a tio n ,
ð th e en g a g em en ts o f self-lo v e a n d  self-h o n o u r,ð d o  lift u p  a  so u l th a t it
ca n n o t su b m it to  G o d 's rig h teo u sn ess, to  rig h teo u sn ess in  a n o th er. A n d
th erefo re m a n y  d o  d rea m  a n d  th in k  th a t th ey  h a v e etern a l life, w h o  sh a ll
a w a k e in  th e en d , a n d  fin d  th a t it w a s b u t a  d rea m , a  n ig h t-fa n cy .



N o w  fro m  a ll th is I w o u ld  en fo rce th is d u ty  u p o n  y o u r co n scien ces, to
'sea rch  th e S crip tu res' if y o u  th in k  to  h a v e etern a l life; sea rch  th em  if y e
w o u ld  'k n o w  C h rist, w h o m  to  k n o w  is life etern a l;' th en  a g a in  sea rch
th em , fo r 'th ese a re th ey  th a t testify  o f h im .' S ea rch in g  im p o rts d ilig en ce,
ð m u ch  d ilig en ce,ð it is a  serio u s w o rk ; it is n o t a  co m m o n  seek in g  o f a n
ea sy  a n d  co m m o n  th in g , b u t a  sea rch  a n d  scru tin y  fo r so m e h id d en  th in g ,
fo r so m e sp ecia l th in g . It is n o t b a re rea d in g  o f th e S crip tu res th a t w ill
a n sw er th is d u ty , ex cep t it b e d ilig en t a n d  d a ily  rea d in g ; a n d  it is n o t th a t
a lo n e, ex cep t th e sp irit w ith in  m ed ita te o n  th em , a n d  b y  m ed ita tio n
a cco m p lish  a  d ilig en t sea rch . T h ere is so m e h id d en  secret th a t y o u  m u st
sea rch  fo r th a t is en clo sed  w ith in  th e co v erin g  o f w o rd s a n d  sen ten ces.
T h ere is a  m y stery  o f w isd o m  th a t y o u  m u st a p p ly  y o u r h ea rts to  sea rch
o u t, E ccl. 7 .2 5 . J esu s C h rist is th e trea su re th a t is h id  in  th is field . O  a
p recio u s trea su re o f etern a l life! N o w  th en , so u ls, sea rch  in to  th e field s o f
th e S crip tu res fo r h im  'a s fo r h id  trea su re,' P ro v . 2 .4 . It is n o t o n ly  tru th
y o u  m u st seek  a n d  b u y , a n d  n o t sell it, b u t it is life y o u  w o u ld  sea rch ; h ere
is a n  o b ject th a t m a y  n o t o n ly  ta k e u p  y o u r u n d ersta n d in g s, b u t sa tisfy
y o u r h ea rts. T h in k  n o t y o u  h a v e fo u n d  a ll w h en  y o u  h a v e fo u n d  tru th
th ere, a n d  lea rn ed  it; n o , ex cep t y o u  h a v e fo u n d  life th ere, y o u  h a v e fo u n d
n o th in g , y o u  h a v e m issed  th e trea su re. If y o u  w o u ld  p ro fit b y  th e
S crip tu res, y o u  m u st b rin g  b o th  y o u r u n d ersta n d in g  a n d  y o u r a ffectio n s
to  th em , a n d  d ep a rt n o t till th ey  b o th  retu rn  fu ll. If y o u  b rin g  y o u r
u n d ersta n d in g  to  seek  th e tru th , y o u  m a y  fin d  tru th , b u t n o t tru ly ; y o u
m a y  fin d  it, b u t y o u  a re n o t fo u n d  o f it. Y o u  m a y  lea d  tru th  ca p tiv e, a n d
en clo se it in  a  p riso n  o f y o u r m in d , a n d  en co m p a ss it a b o u t w ith  a  g u a rd
o f co rru p t a ffectio n s, th a t it sh a ll h a v e n o  issu e, n o  o u tg o in g  to  th e rest o f
y o u r so u ls a n d  w a y s, a n d  n o  in flu en ce o n  th em . Y o u  m a y  'k n o w  th e tru th ,'
b u t y o u  a re n o t 'k n o w n  o f it,' n o r b ro u g h t in to  ca p tiv ity  to  th e o b ed ien ce
o f it. T h e trea su re th a t is h id  in  th e S crip tu res is J esu s C h rist, w h o se
en tire a n d  p erfect n a m e is, 'W a y , T ru th , a n d  L ife.' H e is a  liv in g  tru th  a n d
tru e life; th erefo re C h rist is th e a d eq u a te o b ject o f th e so u l,
co m m en su ra b le to  a ll its fa cu lties. H e h a s tru th  in  h im  to  sa tisfy  th e
m in d ; a n d  h a s life a n d  g o o d n ess in  h im  to  sa tia te th e h ea rt; th erefo re if
th o u  w o u ld est fin d  J esu s C h rist, b rin g  th y  w h o le so u l to  seek  h im , a s P a u l
ex p resseth  it. H e is tru e a n d  fa ith fu l, a n d  'w o rth y  o f a ll a ccep ta tio n ,' th en
b rin g  th y  ju d g m en t to  fin d  th e lig h t o f tru th , a n d  th y  a ffectio n s to
em b ra ce th e life o f g o o d n ess th a t is in  h im . N o w , a s m u ch  a s y e fin d  o f



h im , so  m u ch  h a v e y e p ro fited  in  th e S crip tu res. If y o u  fin d  co m m a n d s
th ere w h ich  y o u  ca n n o t o b ey , sea rch  a g a in , a n d  y o u  m a y  fin d  stren g th
u n d er th a t co m m a n d . D ig  a  little d eep er, a n d  y o u  sh a ll fin d  J esu s th e en d
o f a n  im p o ssib le co m m a n d . A n d  w h en  y o u  h a v e fo u n d  h im , y o u  h a v e
fo u n d  life a n d  stren g th  to  o b ey , a n d  y o u  h a v e fo u n d  a  p ro p itia tio n  a n d
sa crifice fo r tra n sg ressin g  a n d  n o t o b ey in g . If y o u  fin d  cu rses in  it, sea rch
a g a in , a n d  y o u  sh a ll fin d  J esu s C h rist u n d er th a t, 'm a d e a  cu rse fo r u s;'
y o u  sh a ll fin d  h im  'th e en d  o f th e la w  fo r rig h teo u sn ess to  ev ery  o n e th a t
b eliev es.' W h en  y o u  k n o w  a ll th e letter o f th e S crip tu re, y et y o u  m u st
sea rch  in to  th e sp irit o f it, th a t it m a y  b e im p rin ted  in to  y o u r sp irits. A ll
y o u  k n o w  d o es y o u  n o  g o o d  b u t a s it is receiv ed  in  lo v e; u n less y o u r so u ls
b eco m e a  'liv in g  ep istle,' a n d  th e w o rd  w ith o u t b e w ritten  o n  th e h ea rt,
y o u  h a v e fo u n d  n o th in g . A s fo r y o u  th a t ca n n o t rea d  th e S crip tu res, if it
b e p o ssib le, ta k e th a t p a in s to  lea rn  to  rea d  th em . O  if y o u  k n ew  w h a t th ey
co n ta in , a n d  w h o m  th ey  b ea r w itn ess o f, y o u  w o u ld  h a v e little q u ietn ess
till y o u  co u ld  rea d  a t lea st h is lo v e-ep istles to  sin n ers! A n d  if y o u  ca n n o t
lea rn , b e n o t d isco u ra g ed ; b u t if y o u r d esires w ith in  b e ferv en t, y o u r
en d ea v o u rs to  h ea r it rea d  b y  o th ers w ill b e m o re ea rn est. B u t it is n o t so
m u ch  th e rea d in g  o f m u ch  o f it th a t p ro fiteth , a s th e p o n d erin g  o f th ese
th in g s in  y o u r h ea rts, a n d  d ig estin g  th em  b y  freq u en t m ed ita tio n , till th ey
b eco m e th e fo o d  o f th e so u l. T h is w a s D a v id 's w a y ; a n d  b y  th is h e g rew  to
th e sta tu re o f a  ta ll a n d  w ell-b o d ied  C h ristia n .



L E C T U R E  V .
O F  T H E  S C R IP T U R E S .

E P H . 2 .2 0 . "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ him self being the chief corner-stone."

B E L IE V E R S  a re 'th e tem p le o f th e liv in g  G o d ,' in  w h ich  h e d w ells a n d
w a lk s, 2  C o r. 6 :16 . E v ery  o n e o f th em  is a  little sa n ctu a ry  a n d  tem p le to
h is M a jesty ; 'sa n ctify  th e L o rd  o f h o sts in  y o u r h ea rts.' T h o u g h  h e b e 'th e
h ig h  a n d  lo fty  O n e th a t in h a b its etern ity ,' y et h e is p lea sed  to  co m e d o w n
to  th is p o o r co tta g e o f a  crea tu re's h ea rt, a n d  d w ell in  lt. Is n o t th is a s
g rea t a  h u m b lin g  a n d  co n d escen d in g  fo r th e F a th er to  co m e d o w n  o ff h is
th ro n e o f g lo ry , to  th e p o o r b a se fo o tsto o l o f th e crea tu re's so u l, a s fo r th e
S o n  to  co m e d o w n  in  th e sta te o f a  serv a n t, a n d  b eco m e in  th e fo rm  o f
sin fu l flesh ? B u t th en  h e is a  tem p le a n d  sa n ctu a ry  to  th em . 'A n d  h e sh a ll
b e fo r a  sa n ctu a ry ,' (Isa . 8 :14 .) a  p la ce o f refu g e, a  secret h id in g -p la ce.
N o w , a s ev ery  o n e is a  little sep a ra ted  retired  tem p le, so  th ey  a ll
co n jo in ed  m a k e u p  o n e tem p le, o n e v isib le b o d y , in  w h ich  h e d w ells.
T h erefo re P eter ca lls th em  'liv in g  sto n es, b u ilt u p  a  sp iritu a l h o u se' to
G o d , l P et. 2 :5 . A ll th ese little tem p les m a k e u p  o n e h o u se a n d  tem p le fitly
jo in ed  to g eth er, in  w h ich  G o d  sh o w s m a n ifest sig n s o f h is p resen ce a n d
w o rk in g . U n to  th is th e a p o stle in  th is p la ce a llu d es. T h e co m m u n io n  a n d
u n io n  o f C h ristia n s w ith  G o d  is o f su ch  a  n a tu re, th a t a ll th e rela tio n s a n d
p o in ts o f co n ju n ctio n  in  th e crea tu res a re ta k en  to  resem b le it, a n d  h o ld  it
o u t to  u s. W e a re citizen s, sa ith  h e, a n d  d o m estics, h o u se-h o ld -m en , a n d
so  d w ell in  h is h o u se; a n d  th en  w e a re 'h is h o u se' b esid es. N o w  y e k n o w
th ere a re tw o  p rin cip a l th in g s in  a  h o u se,ð th e fo u n d a tio n  a n d  th e co rn er-
sto n e; th e o n e su p p o rts th e b u ild in g , th e o th er u n ites it a n d  h o ld s it
to g eth er. T h ese tw o  p a rts o f th is sp iritu a l b u ild in g  a re h ere p o in ted  a t.
T h e fo u n d a tio n  o f ev ery  p a rticu la r sto n e, a n d  o f th e w h o le b u ild in g , is th e
d o ctrin e o f th e p ro p h ets a n d  a p o stles, a s h o ld in g  o u t J esu s C h rist to
so u ls, 'th e ro ck ' o n  w h ich  o u r h o u se sh a ll b e b u ild ed : n o t th e a p o stles, o r
p ro p h ets, fa r less p a sto rs a n d  tea ch ers sin ce,ð fo r th ey  a re b u t a t b est,
'w o rk ers to g eth er w ith  G o d ,' a n d  em p lo y ed  in  th e b u ild in g  o f th e h o u se;
n o r y et th eir d o ctrin e, b u t a s it h o ld s o u t th a t 'su re fo u n d a tio n ' th a t G o d
h a s la id  in  Z io n , (Isa . 2 8 :16 .) w h ich  is J esu s C h rist; fo r 'o th er fo u n d a tio n



ca n  n o  m a n  la y .' A n d  th en , 'th e co rn er-sto n e' is th a t sa m e J esu s C h rist,
w h o  rea ch es fro m  th e b o tto m  ev en  to  th e to p  o f th e b u ild in g , a n d
im m ed ia tely  to u ch es ev ery  sto n e, a n d  b o th  q u ick en s it in  itself, a n d
u n ites th em  to g eth er.

W ell th en , h ere is a  su re fo u n d a tio n  to  b u ild  o u r etern a l h a p p in ess u p o n ;
th e w o rd  o f G o d , th a t en d u res fo r ev er, h o ld s it o u t to  u s. A ll m en  a re
b u ild in g  u p o n  so m eth in g . E v ery  m a n  is a b o u t so m e esta b lish m en t o f h is
h o p es,ð la y s so m e fo u n d a tio n  o f h is co n fid en ce w h ich  h e m a y  sta n d
u p o n . T h ey  a re o n e o f th e tw o  th a t C h rist sp ea k s o f, L u k e 6 :4 8 , 4 9 : o n e
b u ild s o n  th e ro ck , a n o th er o n  th e sa n d . N o w  a s th e fo u n d a tio n  is, so  is
th e h o u se. A  ch a n g ea b le fo u n d a tio n  m a k es a  fa llin g  h o u se; a  su re
fo u n d a tio n  m a k es a n  u n ch a n g ea b le h o u se; a  h o u se w ith o u t a  fo u n d a tio n
w ill p ro v e q u ick ly  n o  h o u se. N o w  w h a tso ev er m en  b u ild  th eir h o p e a n d
co n fid en ce u p o n ,ð b esid es th e w o rd  o f G o d , h is su re p ro m ise a n d  su re
co v en a n t, a n d  J esu s C h rist in  th em ,ð th ey  b u ild  u p o n  n o  fo u n d a tio n , o r
u p o n  a  sa n d y  fo u n d a tio n . 'A ll flesh  is g ra ss, a n d  th e flo w er a n d  p erfectio n
o f it is a s th e flo w er o f th e field .' H ere is th e n a m e a n d  ch a ra cter o f a ll
crea ted  p erfectio n s,ð o f th e m o st ex cellen t en d o w m en ts o f m in d ,ð o f a ll
th e sp ecio u s a ctio n s o f m a n : it is a ll b u t v a n ish in g  a n d  v a n ity ! 'E v ery  m a n
a t h is b est esta te is su ch , y ea , a lto g eth er su ch .' Y o u  w h o  h a v e n o  m o re to
b u ild  u p o n  b u t y o u r p ro sp erity  a n d  w ea lth , O  th a t is b u t sa n d  a n d  d u n g !
W o u ld  a n y  m a n  b u ild  a  h o u se u p o n  a  d u n g h ill? Y o u  w h o  h a v e n o  o th er
h o p e b u t in  y o u r o w n  g o o d  p ra y ers a n d  m ea n in g s,ð y o u r o w n
refo rm a tio n s a n d  rep en ta n ces,ð y o u r p ro fessio n s a n d  p ra ctices,ð k n o w
th is, th a t y o u r h o p e is lik e a  sp id er's h o u se, lik e th e w eb  th a t sh e h a s
la b o rio u sly  ex ercised  h erself a b o u t a ll th e w eek  o v er, a n d  th en  w h en  y o u
lea n  u p o n  th a t h o u se it sh a ll fa ll th ro u g h , a n d  n o t su sta in  y o u r w eig h t.
W h a tso ev er it b e, b esid es th is 'liv in g  sto n e,' J esu s C h rist, w h o  is th e v ery
su b sta n ce o f th e w o rd  a n d  p ro m ises, it sh a ll u n d o u b ted ly  p ro v e th y
sh a m e a n d  co n fu sio n . B u t b eh o ld  th e o p p o sitio n  th e p ro p h et m a k es
b etw een  th e w o rd  a n d  th ese o th er th in g s: 'T h e w o rd  o f o u r G o d  sh a ll
sta n d  fo r ev er,' Isa . 4 0 :6 -8 . A n d  th erefo re P eter m a k es it a n  'in co rru p tib le
seed ' o f w h ich  b eliev ers a re b eg o tten , 1 P eter 1:2 3 . It is th e u n ch a n g ea b le
tru th  a n d  im m u ta b le fa ith fu ln ess o f G o d  th a t m a k es h is w o rd  so  su re; 'it
is b u ild ed  u p  to  th e h ea v en s.' T h erefo re th e P sa lm ist o ften  co m m en d s th e
w o rd  o f th e L o rd  a s 'a  tried  w o rd ,'ð a s 'p u rified  sev en  tim es.' It h a th



en d u red  th e tria l a n d  p ro o f o f a ll m en ,ð o f a ll tem p ta tio n s,ð o f a ll
g en era tio n s. It h a th  o ften  b een  p u t in  th e fu rn a ce o f q u estio n s a n d
d o u b tin g s,ð it h a th  o ften  b een  tried  in  th e fire o f a fflictio n s,ð b u t it ca m e
fo rth  lik e p u re g o ld , w ith o u t d ro ss. T h is is fa ith 's fo u n d a tio n , 'G o d  h a th
sp o k en  in  h is h o lin ess;' a n d  th erefo re, th o u g h  'a ll m en  b e lia rs,' y et G o d
w ill b e fo u n d  tru e; h e d eceiv es n o n e, a n d  is d eceiv ed  o f n o n e. T h e L o rd
h a th  ta k en  a  la titu d e to  h im self in  h is w o rk in g ; h e lo v es to  sh o w  h is
so v ereig n ty  in  m u ch  o f th a t; a n d  th erefo re h e ch a n g es it in  m en  a n d  u p o n
m en  a s h e p lea seth . Y et h e h a th  co n d escen d ed  to  lim it a n d  b o u n d  h im self
b y  h is w o rd , a n d  in  th is to  sh o w  h is fa ith fu ln ess. A n d  th erefo re, th o u g h
h ea v en  a n d  ea rth  sh o u ld  p a ss a w a y ,ð th o u g h  h e sh o u ld  a n n ih ila te th is
w o rld , a n d  crea te n ew  o n es,ð y et 'n o t o n e jo t o f h is w o rd  sh a ll fa il.' T h e
ea rth  is esta b lish ed  su re, th o u g h  it h a th  n o  fo u n d a tio n , fo r th e w o rd  o f h is
co m m a n d  su p p o rts it: a n d  y et a  b eliev er's co n fid en ce is u p o n  a  su rer
g ro u n d . 'T h o u g h  th e ea rth  sh o u ld  b e rem o v ed , y et it ca n n o t p a ss o r fa il,'
sa ith  o u r L o rd . A n d  th erefo re th e P sa lm ist u seth  to  b o a st in  G o d , th a t
th o u g h  th e ea rth  w ere m o v ed , a n d  th e flo o d s lifted  u p  th eir v o ice, y et h e
w o u ld  n o t fea r, b eca u se h is fo u n d a tio n  w a s u n sh a k en  fo r a ll th a t; th e
w o rd  is n o t m o v ed , w h en  th e w o rld  is m o v ed , a n d  th erefo re h e w a s n o t
m o v ed . T h e w o rld 's sta b ility  d ep en d s u p o n  a  w o rd  o f co m m a n d ; b u t o u r
sa lv a tio n  d ep en d s o n  a  w o rd  o f p ro m ise. N o w  y e k n o w , p ro m ises p u t a n
o b lig a tio n  u p o n  th e p erso n , w h ich  co m m a n d s d o  n o t. A  m a n  m a y  ch a n g e
h is co m m a n d s a s h e p lea ses to  h is ch ild ren  o r serv a n ts, b u t h e m a y  n o t
ch a n g e h is p ro m ises. T h erefo re th e p ro m ises o f G o d  p u t a n  o b lig a tio n
u p o n  h im  w h o  is tru th  itself, n o t to  fa il in  p erfo rm a n ce; o r ra th er h e is to
h im self, b y  h is u n ch a n g ea b le w ill a n d  g o o d  p lea su re, b y  h is fa ith fu ln ess
a n d  tru th , a n  o b lig in g  a n d  b in d in g  la w . W h en  n o  crea tu re co u ld  set
b o u n d s to  h im , h e en clo ses h im self w ith in  th e b o u n d s o f p ro m ises to  u s,
a n d  g iv es a ll flesh  lib erty  to  ch a llen g e h im  if h e b e n o t fa ith fu l.

N o w  a ll 'th e p ro m ises o f G o d  a re y ea  a n d  a m en  in  J esu s C h rist;' th a t is,
esta b lish ed  a n d  co n firm ed  in  h im . C h rist is th e su rety  o f th em ; a n d  so  th e
certa in ty  a n d  sta b ility  o f th em  d ep en d  u p o n  h im , a t lea st to  o u r sen se; fo r
G o d  in  a ll h is d ea lin g  co n d escen d s to  o u r w ea k n ess, th a t w e m a y  h a v e
stro n g  co n so la tio n . A  p ro m ise m ig h t su ffice to  g ro u n d  o u r fa ith , b u t h e
a d d eth  a n  o a th  to  h is p ro m ise, a n d  h e ta k es C h rist su rety  fo r th e
p erfo rm a n ce; a n d  th erefo re C h rist m a y  b e ca lled  th e tru th  in d eed ,ð th e



su b sta n tia l w o rd  o f G o d ,ð fo r h e is th e v ery  su b sta n ce o f th e w ritten  a n d
p rea ch ed  w o rd . A n d  th en  h e is th e certa in ty  a n d  a ssu ra n ce o f it; th e
S crip tu res testify  o f h im , a n d  lea d  u s to  th is 'ro ck  h ig h er th a n  w e,' to  b u ild
u p o n ; a n d  a g a in st th is 'th e g a tes o f h ell ca n n o t p rev a il.' If th e w o rd  lea d
n o t a  so u l in to  C h rist h im self, th a t so u l h a th  n o  fo u n d a tio n . T h o u g h  th o u
h ea r th e w o rd ,ð th o u g h  th o u  k n o w  th e w o rd ,ð y ea , su p p o se th o u  co u ld est
tea ch  o th ers, a n d  in stru ct th e ig n o ra n t,ð y et a ll th a t w ill b e n o
fo u n d a tio n , a s g o o d  a s n o n e, ex cep t th o u  d o  it. A n d  w h a t is it to  d o  th e
w o rd , b u t b eliev e in  h im  w h o m  th e w o rd  testifies o f? T h is is th e w o rk  o f
G o d , to  resig n  th y  so u l to  h is m ercies a n d  m erits, a n d  h a v e n o  co n fid en ce
in  th e flesh ; to  scra p e o u t a ll th e ru b b ish  o f w o rk s a n d  p erfo rm a n ces a n d
p a rts o u t o f th e fo u n d a tio n , a n d  sin g ly  to  ro ll th y  so u l's w eig h t u p o n
G o d 's p ro m ises a n d  C h rist's p u rch a se; to  lo o k  w ith  P a u l, o n  a ll th in g s
b esid es, in  th ee, a n d  a b o u t th ee, a s d u n g  a n d  d ro ss th a t th o u  ca n  lea n  n o
w eig h t u p o n ; a n d  to  rem o v e th a t d u n g h ill fro m  th e fo u n d a tio n  o f th y
h o p e, th a t J esu s C h rist m a y  b e th e o n ly  fo u n d a tio n  o f th y  so u l, a s G o d
h a th  la id  h im  in  th e ch u rch  fo r 'a  su re fo u n d a tio n  th a t w h o so  b eliev eth  in
h im  m a y  n o t b e a sh a m ed .' W h a tev er b esid es a  so u l b e esta b lish ed  o n ,
th o u g h  it a p p ea r v ery  so lid , a n d  th e so u l b e settled  a n d  fix ed  u p o n  it, y et a
d a y  w ill co m e th a t w ill u n settle th a t so u l a n d  ra ze th a t fo u n d a tio n . E ith er
it sh a ll b e n o w  d o n e in  th y  co n scien ce, o r it m u st b e d o n e a t len g th , w h en
th a t g rea t tem p est o f G o d 's in d ig n a tio n  sh a ll b lo w  fro m  h ea v en  'a g a in st
a ll u n rig h teo u sn ess o f m en ,' in  th e d a y  o f a cco u n ts. T h en  sh a ll th y  h o u se
fa ll, a n d  th e fa ll o f it sh a ll b e g rea t! B u t a  so u l esta b lish ed  u p o n  th e su re
p ro m ises, a n d  u p o n  C h rist, in  w h o m  th ey  'a re y ea  a n d  a m en ,' sh a ll a b id e
th a t sto rm , a n d  in  th a t d a y  h a v e co n fid en ce b efo re G o d ,ð h a v e w h erew ith
to  a n sw er in  J esu s C h rist, a ll th e ch a llen g es o f d iv in e ju stice, a n d  th e
a ccu sa tio n s o f co n scien ce. 'H e th a t tru sts in  h im  sh a ll b e a s m o u n t S io n ,
w h ich  ca n n o t b e m o v ed .' Y o u  see a ll th in g s else ch a n g e, a n d  th erefo re
m en 's h o p es a n d  jo y s p erish . E v en  h ere th e tem p ta tio n s a n d  rev o lu tio n s
o f th e tim es u n d erm in e th eir co n fid en ce a n d  jo y ; a n d  th e b la sts o f th e
n o rth ern  w in d  o f a fflictio n  b lo w  a w a y  th eir h o p es.

N o w  a s C h rist is 'th e fo u n d a tio n ,' so  h e is 'th e co rn er-sto n e' o f th e
b u ild in g . It is C h rist w h o  h a th  rem o v ed  th a t 'p a rtitio n -w a ll' b etw een  J ew s
a n d  G en tiles, ev en  th e cerem o n ies o f th e o n e, a n d  th e a th eism  o f th e
o th er. 'H e is o u r p ea ce, w h o  h a th  m a d e b o th  o n e.' T h e tw o  sid es o f th e



h o u se o f G o d  a re u n ited  b y  th is co rn er-sto n e, J esu s C h rist. T h u s w e, w h o
w ere th e tem p les o f S a ta n , a re m a d e th e tem p les o f G o d . T h u s p o o r
stra n g er G en tiles, w h o  h a d  n o  in terest in  th e co v en a n t o f p ro m ises, co m e
to  sh a re w ith  A b ra h a m , Isa a c, a n d  J a co b , a n d  to  b e fo u n d ed  u p o n  th e
d o ctrin e o f th e p ro p h ets w h o  ta u g h t th e J ew ish  ch u rch . C h rist is th e b o n d
o f C h ristia n s; th is is 'th e h ea d ' in to  w h ich  a ll th e m em b ers sh o u ld  g ro w
u p  in to  a  b o d y . D ista n ce o f p la ce, d ifferen ce o f n a tio n s, d istin ctio n  o f
la n g u a g es, a ll th ese ca n n o t sep a ra te th e m em b ers o f J esu s C h rist; th ey
a re m o re o n eð th o u g h  co n sistin g  o f d iv ers n a tio n s, to n g u es, a n d  cu sto m s,
a n d  d isp o sitio n sð th a n  th e p eo p le o f o n e n a tio n , o r ch ild ren  o f o n e
fa m ily ; fo r o n e L o rd , o n e sp irit, u n ites a ll. A la s, th a t a ll a re n o t u n ited  in
a ffectio n  a n d  ju d g m en t! W h y  d o  th e sid es o f th is h o u se co n ten d , a n d
w restle o n e a g a in st a n o th er, w h en  th ere is su ch  a  co rn er-sto n e jo in in g
th em  to g eth er? A re th ere n o t m a n y  C h ristia n s w h o  ca n n o t en d u re to  lo o k
u p o n  o n e a n o th er, w h o  a re y et b o th  p la ced  in  o n e b u ild in g  o f th e tem p le
o f G o d ? A la s, th is is sa d  a n d  sh a m efu l! B u t th a t w h ich  I w o u ld  esp ecia lly
h a v e o b serv ed  in  th is, is, th a t J esu s C h rist is su ch  a  fo u n d a tio n  th a t
rea ch eth  th ro u g h o u t th e w h o le b u ild in g , a n d  im m ed ia tely  to u ch eth  ev ery
sto n e o f th e b u ild in g . It is su ch  a  fo u n d a tio n  a s riseth  fro m  th e b o tto m  to
th e to p ; a n d  th erefo re J esu s C h rist is b o th  'th e a u th o r a n d  fin ish er o f o u r
fa ith ,' 'th e b eg in n in g  a n d  th e en d .' T h e first sto n e a n d  th e la st sto n e o f o u r
b u ild in g  m u st rise u p o n  h im , a n d  b y  h im ; th e lea st d eg ree o f g ra ce a n d
th e g rea test p erfectio n  o f it, b o th  a re in  h im ; a n d  th erefo re C h ristia n s
sh o u ld  b e m o st d ep en d en t crea tu res,ð d ep en d en t in  th eir first b ein g , a n d
in  a fter w ell-b ein g ,ð in  th eir b ein g , a n d  g ro w in g , w h o lly  d ep en d en t u p o n
C h rist; th a t o u t 'o f h is fu lln ess' th ey  m a y  receiv e g ra ce, a n d  th en  m o re
'g ra ce fo r g ra ce,' th a t a ll m a y  a p p ea r to  b e g ra ce in d eed .

N o w , I b eseech  y o u , m y  b elo v ed  in  th e L o rd , to  k n o w  w h ereu p o n  y e a re
b u ild ed , o r o u g h t to  b e b u ild ed . T h ere a re tw o  g rea t erro rs in  th e tim e,
ta k e h eed  o f th em ; o n e is th e d o ctrin e o f so m e, a n d  a n o th er is th e p ra ctice
o f th e m o st p a rt. S o m e d o  p refer th eir o w n  fa n cies a n d  n ig h t-d rea m s, a n d
th e im a g in a tio n s o f th eir o w n  h ea rt, to  th e w o rd  o f G o d ; a n d  u p o n
p reten ce o f rev ela tio n  o f n ew  lig h t, d o  ca st a  m ist u p o n  th a t w o rd  o f G o d
w h ich  is a  lig h t th a t h a th  sh in ed  fro m  th e b eg in n in g . 'B e n o t d eceiv ed :'
b u t 'try  th e sp irits w h eth er th ey  b e o f G o d ,' o r n o t. T h ere a re m a n y
p reten d  to  m u ch  o f th e S p irit, a n d  th erefo re cry  o u t a g a in st th e w o rd , a s



letter, a s flesh . B u t, m y  b reth ren , b eliev e n o t ev ery  d o ctrin e th a t ca lls
itself a  sp irit. T h a t sp irit is n o t o f G o d  th a t h ea rs n o t G o d 's v o ice: a s
C h rist rea so n eth  a g a in st th e J ew s. S eek  y e m o re o f th e S p irit o f C h rist
w h ich  h e p ro m iseth , w h o  is a  S p irit th a t tea ch eth  a ll th in g s; a n d  b rin g eth
to  rem em b ra n ce th ese b lessed  sa y in g s; a n d  lea d s u s in  a ll tru th . It sh a ll
b e b o th  sa fest a n d  sw eetest to  y o u  to  m ed ita te o n  th a t w o rd  o f th e
p ro p h ets a n d  a p o stles; a n d  th e en tra n ce in to  it sh a ll g iv e y o u  lig h t,ð a n
o ld  lig h t w h ich  w a s fro m  th e b eg in n in g , a n d  th erefo re a  tru e lig h tð fo r a ll
tru th  is etern a lð a n d  y et a  n ew  lig h t to  y o u r sen se a n d  feelin g . It is b o th
a n  o ld  co m m a n d , a n d  a  n ew  co m m a n d ; a n  o ld  w o rd , a n d  a  n ew  w o rd ; if
th o u  sea rch  it b y  th e S p irit's in sp ira tio n , th a t o ld  w o rd  sh a ll b e m a d e n ew ,
th a t letter m a d e sp irit a n d  life. S u ch  a re th e w o rd s th a t C h rist sp ea k s. B u t
y et th ere a re m a n y  w h o  d o  n o t reject th e S crip tu res in  ju d g m en t, w h o ,
n o tw ith sta n d in g , d o  n o t b u ild  o n  th em  in  p ra ctice. A la s, it m a y  b e sa id  o f
th e m o st p a rt o f p ro fessed  C h ristia n s a m o n g  u s, th a t th ey  a re n o t b u ilt
u p o n  th e fo u n d a tio n  o f th e a p o stles a n d  p ro p h ets, b u t u p o n  th e sa y in g s o f
fa llib le a n d  w ea k  m en ! W h a t g ro u n d  h a v e m a n y  o f y o u  fo r y o u r fa ith ; b u t
b eca u se th e m in ister sa ith  so , y o u  b eliev e so ? T h e m o st p a rt liv e in  a n
im p licit fa ith , a n d  p ra ctice th a t in  th em selv es w h ich  th ey  co n d em n  in  th e
p a p ists. Y o u  d o  n o t la b o u r to  'sea rch  th e scrip tu res,' th a t u p o n  th a t
fo u n d a tio n  y o u  m a y  b u ild  y o u r fa ith  in  th e q u estio n ed  tru th s o f th is a g e;
th a t so  y o u  m a y  b e a b le to  a n sw er th o se th a t a sk  a  rea so n  o f th e fa ith  th a t
is in  y o u . A la s! sim p le so u ls, y o u  b eliev e ev ery  th in g , a n d  y et rea lly  b eliev e
n o th in g ; b eca u se y o u  b eliev e n o t th e w o rd , a s th e w o rd  o f th e liv in g  G o d ,
b u t ta k e it fro m  m en  u p o n  th eir a u th o rity ! T h erefo re w h en  a  tem p ta tio n
co m eth , fro m  a n y  g a in sa y in g s o f th e tru th ,ð y o u  ca n n o t sta n d  a g a in st it,
b eca u se y o u r fa ith  h a th  n o  fo u n d a tio n  b u t th e sa y in g s o f m en , o r a cts o f
a ssem b lies. A n d  th erefo re, a s m en  w h o m  y o u  tru st w ith  h o ld in g  o u t lig h t
u n to  y o u , h o ld  o u t d a rk n ess in stea d  o f lig h t, y o u  em b ra ce th a t d a rk n ess
a lso . B u t, I b eseech  y o u , b e b u ild ed  u p o n  th e fo u n d a tio n  o f th e a p o stles
a n d  p ro p h ets; n o t u p o n  them , b u t u p o n  th a t w h ereo n  th ey  w ere b u ild ed ,
th e in fa llib le tru th s o f G o d . Y o u  h a v e th e S crip tu res, sea rch  th em ; sin ce
y o u  h a v e rea so n a b le so u ls, sea rch  th em . O th er m en 's fa ith  w ill n o t sa v e;
y o u  ca n n o t see to  w a lk  to  h ea v en  b y  o th er m en 's lig h t, m o re th a n  y o u  ca n
see b y  th eir ey es. Y o u  h a v e ey es o f y o u r o w n , so u ls o f y o u r o w n ,
su b o rd in a te to  n o n e b u t th e G o d  o f sp irits, a n d  th e L o rd  o f co n scien ces,
J esu s C h rist; a n d  th erefo re ex a m in e a ll th a t is sp o k en  to  y o u  fro m  th e



w o rd , a cco rd in g  to  th e w o rd ; a n d  receiv e n o  m o re u p o n  tru st fro m  m en ,
b u t a s y o u  fin d  it u p o n  tria l to  b e th e tru th  o f G o d .

L E C T U R E  V I.
W H A T  T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  P R IN C IP A L L Y  T E A C H : T H E  R U IN  A N D
R E C O V E R Y  O F  M A N : F A IT H  A N D  L O V E  T O W A R D S  C H R IS T .

2  T IM . 1.13 . "H old fast the form  of sound w ords, w hich thou hast heard
of m e, in faith and love w hich is in Christ Jesus."

H E R E  is th e su m  o f relig io n . H ere y o u  h a v e a  co m p en d  o f th e d o ctrin e o f
th e S crip tu res. A ll d iv in e tru th s m a y  b e red u ced  to  th ese tw o  h ea d s,ð
fa ith  a n d  lo v e; w h a t w e o u g h t to  b eliev e, a n d  w h a t w e o u g h t to  d o . T h is is
a ll th e S crip tu res tea ch , a n d  th is is a ll w e h a v e to  lea rn . W h a t h a v e w e to
k n o w , b u t w h a t G o d  h a th  rev ea led  o f h im self to  u s? A n d  w h a t h a v e w e to
d o , b u t w h a t h e co m m a n d s u s? In  a  w o rd , w h a t h a v e w e to  lea rn  in  th is
w o rld , b u t to  b eliev e in  C h rist, a n d  lo v e h im , a n d  so  liv e to  h im ? T h is is
th e d u ty  o f m a n , a n d  th is is th e d ig n ity  o f m a n , a n d  th e w a y  to  etern a l life.
T h erefo re th e S crip tu res, th a t a re g iv en  to  b e "a  la m p  to  o u r feet, a n d  a
g u id e to  o u r p a th s," co n ta in  a  p erfect a n d  ex a ct ru le,ð credendorum  et
faciendorum ,ð o f fa ith  a n d  m a n n ers,ð o f d o ctrin e a n d  p ra ctice. W e h a v e
in  th e scrip tu res m a n y  tru th s rev ea led  to  u s o f G o d , a n d  o f th e w o rk s o f
h is h a n d s,ð m a n y  p recio u s tru th s; b u t th a t w h ich  m o st o f a ll co n cern s u s,
is to  k n o w  G o d  a n d  o u rselv es. T h is is th e sp ecia l ex cellen cy  o f th e
rea so n a b le crea tu re, th a t it is m a d e ca p a b le to  k n o w  its C rea to r, a n d  to
reflect u p o n  its o w n  b ein g . N o w , w e h a v e to  k n o w  o u rselv es, w h a t w e a re
n o w , a n d  w h a t m a n  o n ce w a s; a n d  a cco rd in g ly  to  k n o w  o f G o d , w h a t h e
o n ce rev ea led  o f h im self, a n d  w h a t h e d o th  n o w  rev ea l. I sa y , th e
S crip tu res h o ld  o u t to  o u r co n sid era tio n  a  tw o fo ld  esta te o f m a n k in d , a n d
a cco rd in g  to  th ese, a  tw o fo ld  rev ela tio n  o f th e m y stery  o f G o d . W e lo o k  o n
m a n  n o w , a n d  w e fin d  h im  a n o th er th in g  th a n  h e w a s o n ce; b u t w e d o  n o t
fin d  G o d  o n e th in g  a t o n e tim e, a n d  a n o th er th in g  a t a n o th er tim e; fo r
th ere is n o  'sh a d o w  o f ch a n g e" in  h im ; a n d  "h e is th e sa m e y esterd a y , a n d
to -d a y , a n d  fo r ev er." T h erefo re w e a sk  n o t, w h a t h e w a s, a n d  w h a t h e is
n o w ; b u t h o w  h e m a n ifests h im self d ifferen tly , a cco rd in g  to  th e d ifferen t
esta tes o f m a n . A s w e fin d  in  th e S crip tu res, m a n  o n ce rig h teo u s a n d
b lessed , E ccles. 7 :2 9 ; a n d  G o d  m a k in g  h im  su ch  a cco rd in g  to  h is o w n



im a g e, "in  rig h teo u sn ess a n d  tru e h o lin ess," C o l. 3 :10 ; E p h . 4 :2 4 ; w e fin d
h im  in  co m m u n io n  a n d  frien d sh ip  w ith  G o d , set n ex t to  th e d iv in e
m a jesty , a n d  a b o v e th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d , a n d  a ll th in g s "u n d er h is feet."
H o w  h o ly  w a s h e! a n d  h o w  h a p p y ! A n d  h a p p y  h e co u ld  n o t ch o o se b u t b e,
sin ce h e w a s h o ly ; b ein g  co n fo rm ed  a n d  lik e u n to  G o d  in  h is w ill a n d
a ffectio n ,ð ch o o sin g  th a t sa m e d elig h t, th a t sa m e p lea su re w ith  G o d , in
h is u n d ersta n d in g ,ð k n o w in g  G o d  a n d  h is w ill, a n d  lik ew ise, h is o w n
h a p p in ess. In  su ch  a  co n fo rm ity  h e co u ld  n o t b u t h a v e m u ch  co m m u n io n
w ith  h im , th a t h a d  su ch  co n fo rm ity  to  h im ð u n io n  b ein g  th e fo u n d a tio n
o f co m m u n io n ð a n d  g rea t p ea ce a n d  so lid  tra n q u illity  in  h im .

N o w , in  th is sta te o f m a n k in d  G o d  ex p resses h is g o o d n ess a n d  w isd o m
a n d  p o w er, h is h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess. T h ese a re th e a ttrib u tes th a t
sh in e m o st b rig h tly . In  th e v ery  m o rn in g  o f th e crea tio n , G o d  rev ea led
h im self to  m a n  a s a  h o ly  a n d  ju st G o d , w h o se ey es co u ld  b eh o ld  n o
in iq u ity ; a n d  th erefo re h e m a d e h im  u p rig h t, a n d  m a d e a  co v en a n t o f life
a n d  p ea ce w ith  h im , to  g iv e h im  im m o rta l a n d  etern a l life,ð to  co n tin u e
h im  in  h is h a p p y  esta te, if so  b e h e co n tin u ed  in  w ell-d o in g ; R o m . 10 :5 ,
"d o  th is a n d  liv e." In  w h ich  co v en a n t, in d eed , th ere w ere so m e
o u tb rea k in g s o f th e g lo rio u s g ra ce a n d  free co n d escen d en cy  o f G o d ; fo r it
w a s n o  less free g ra ce a n d  u n d eserv ed  fa v o u r to  p ro m ise life to  h is
o b ed ien ce, th a n  n o w  to  p ro m ise life to  o u r fa ith . S o  th a t if th e L o rd  h a d
co n tin u ed  th a t co v en a n t w ith  u s, w e o u g h t to  h a v e ca lled  it g ra ce, a n d
w o u ld  h a v e b een  sa v ed  b y  g ra ce a s w ell a s n o w ; th o u g h  it b e tru e, th a t
th ere is so m e m o re o cca sio n  g iv en  to  m a n 's n a tu re to  b o a st a n d  g lo ry  in
th a t w a y , y et n o t a t a ll "b efo re G o d ," R o m . 4 :2 .

B u t w e h a v e sca rcely  fo u n d  m a n  in  su ch  a n  esta te, till w e h a v e fo u n d  h im
sin fu l a n d  m isera b le a n d  fa llen  fro m  h is ex cellen cy . T h a t su n  sh in ed  in
th e d a w n in g  o f th e crea tio n , b u t b efo re y e ca n  w ell k n o w  w h a t it is, it is
eclip sed  a n d  d a rk en ed  w ith  sin  a n d  m isery : a s if th e L o rd  h a d  o n ly  set u p
su ch  a  crea tu re in  th e firm a m en t o f g lo ry , to  let h im  k n o w  h o w  b lessed  h e
co u ld  m a k e h im , a n d  w h erein  h is b lessed n ess co n sists, a n d  th en
p resen tly  to  th ro w  h im  d o w n  fro m  h is ex cellen cy . W h en  y o u  fin d  h im
m o u n tin g  u p  to  th e h ea v en s, a n d  sp rea d in g  h im self th u s in  h o lin ess a n d
h a p p in ess, lik e a  b a y  tree; b eh o ld  a g a in , a n d  y o u  fin d  h im  n o t; th o u g h
y o u  seek  h im , y o u  sh a ll n o t fin d  h im , h is p la ce d o th  n o t k n o w  h im . H e is



lik e o n e th a t co m es o u t w ith  a  g rea t m a jesty  u p o n  a  sta g e, a n d  p erso n a tes
so m e m o n a rch , o r em p ero r, in  th e w o rld ; a n d  th en  ere y o u  ca n  w ell
g a th er y o u r th o u g h ts, to  k n o w  w h a t h e is, h e is tu rn ed  o ff th e sta g e, a n d
a p p ea rs in  so m e b a se a n d  d esp ica b le a p p ea ra n ce. S o  q u ick ly  is m a n  strip t
o f a ll th o se g lo rio u s o rn a m en ts o f h o lin ess, a n d  p u ts o n  th e v ile ra g s o f
sin  a n d  w retch ed n ess, a n d  is ca st fro m  th e th ro n e o f em in en cy  a b o v e th e
crea tu res, a n d  fro m  fello w sh ip  w ith  G o d , to  b e a  sla v e a n d  serv a n t to  th e
d u st o f h is feet, a n d  to  h a v e co m m u n io n  w ith  th e d ev il a n d  h is a n g els.
A n d  n o w , y e h a v e m a n  h o ld en  o u t in  S crip tu re a s th e o n ly  w retch ed  p iece
o f th e crea tio n , a s th e v ery  p la g u e o f th e w o rld ; th e w h o le crea tio n
g ro a n in g  u n d er h im , (R o m . 8 :19 -2 3 ) a n d  in  p a in  to  b e d eliv ered  o f su ch  a
b u rd en , o f su ch  a n  ex ecra tio n  a n d  cu rse a n d  a sto n ish m en t. Y o u  fin d  th e
testim o n y  o f th e w o rd  co n d em n s h im  a lto g eth er, co n clu d es h im  u n d er
sin , a n d  th en  u n d er a  cu rse, a n d  m a k es a ll flesh  g u ilty  in  G o d 's sig h t. T h e
w o rd  sp ea k s o th erw ise o f u s th a n  w e th in k  o f o u rselv es: "T h eir
im a g in a tio n  is o n ly  ev il co n tin u a lly ," G en . 6 :5 . O  th en , w h a t m u st o u r
a ffectio n s b e, th a t a re certa in ly  m o re co rru p t! W h a t th en  m u st o u r w a y
b e! A ll flesh  h a th  co rru p ted  th eir w a y , a n d  d o n e a b o m in a b le w o rk s, a n d
"n o n e d o eth  g o o d ," P sa lm  14 :1-3 . B u t m a n y  flee in  u n to  th eir g o o d  h ea rts
a s th eir la st refu g e, w h en  th ey  a re b ea ten  fro m  th ese o u tw o rk s o f th eir
a ctio n s a n d  w a y s. B u t th e S crip tu re sh a ll sto rm  th a t a lso : "T h e h ea rt is
d eceitfu l a b o v e a ll th in g s: w h o  ca n  k n o w  it?" it is "d esp era tely  w ick ed ,"
J er. 17 :9 . In  a  w o rd , m a n  is b eco m e th e m o st la m en ta b le sp ecta cle in  th e
w o rld ; a  co m p en d  o f a ll w ick ed n ess a n d  m isery  en clo sed  w ith in  th e w a ils
o f in a b ility  a n d  im p o ssib ility  to  h elp  h im self, sh u t u p  w ith in  a  p riso n  o f
d esp a ir, a  stin k in g , lo a th so m e, a n d  irk so m e d u n g eo n . It is lik e th e m iry
p it th a t J erem ia h  w a s ca st in to , th a t th ere w a s n o  o u t-co m in g , a n d  n o
p lea sa n t a b o d e in  it.

N o w , m a n 's sta te b ein g  th u s,ð n a y , h a v in g  m a d e h im self th u s, a n d
'so u g h t o u t" to  h im self su ch  sa d  "in v en tio n s," E ccl. 7 :2 9 ;ð a n d  h a v in g
"d estro y ed " h im self, H o s. 13 :9 ; W h a t th in k  y e? S h o u ld  a n y  p ity  h im ? If h e
h a d  fa llen  in to  su ch  a  p it o f m isery  ig n o ra n tly  a n d  u n w ittin g ly , h e h a d
b een  a n  o b ject o f co m p a ssio n ; b u t h a v in g  ca st h im self h ea d lo n g  in to  it,
w h o  sh o u ld  h a v e p ity  o n  h im ? O r, w h o  sh o u ld  "g o  a sid e to  a sk " h o w  h e
d id , o r b em o a n  h im ? J er. 15 :5 . B u t b eh o ld  th e L o rd  p ities m a n  a s a  fa th er
d o th  h is ch ild ren . P sa lm  10 3 . "H is co m p a ssio n s fa il n o t;" h e co m es b y



su ch  a  lo a th so m e a n d  co n tem p tib le o b ject, a n d  ca sts h is sk irts o v er it,
a n d  sa ith  "L iv e!" (E zek . 16 :6 .)a n d  m a k eth  it a  tim e o f lo v e. I sa y , n o  flesh
co u ld  h a v e ex p ected  a n y  m o re o f G o d  th a n  to  m a k e m a n  h a p p y  a n d  h o ly ,
a n d  to  p ro m ise h im  life in  w ell-d o in g ; b u t to  rep a ir th a t h a p p in ess a fter it
w a s w illfu lly  lo st, a n d  to  g iv e life to  ev il-d o ers a n d  sin n ers,ð O  h o w  fa r
w a s it fro m  A d a m 's ex p ecta tio n  w h en  h e fled  fro m  G o d ! H ere th en  is th e
w o n d er, th a t w h en  m en  a n d  a n g els w ere in  ex p ecta tio n  o f th e rev ela tio n
o f h is w ra th  fro m  h ea v en  a g a in st th eir w ick ed n ess, a n d  th e ex ecu tio n  o f
th e cu rse m a n  w a s co n clu d ed  u n d er, th a t ev en  th en  G o d  is p u rsu in g  m a n ,
a n d  p u rsu es h im  w ith  lo v e, a n d  o p en s u p  to  h im  h is v ery  h ea rt a n d
b o w els o f lo v e in  J esu s C h rist! B eh o ld  th en  th e seco n d  rev ela tio n  a n d
m a n ifesta tio n  o f G o d , in  a  w a y  o f g ra ce, p u re g ra ce,ð o f m ercy  a n d  p ity
to w a rd s lo st sin n ers. "T h e k in d n ess a n d  lo v e o f G o d  o u r S a v io u r to w a rd
m a n  [h a th ] a p p ea red , n o t b y  w o rk s o f rig h teo u sn ess w h ich  w e h a v e d o n e,
b u t a cco rd in g  to  h is a b u n d a n t m ercy  sh o w ed  in  C h rist J esu s," T it. 3 :4 -6 .
S o  th en , w e h a v e th is p u rp o se o f G o d 's lo v e u n fo ld ed  to  u s in  th e
S crip tu res; a n d  th is is th e su b sta n ce o f th em ð b o th  O ld  a n d  N ew
T esta m en tð o r th e en d  o f th em ; "C h rist is th e en d  o f th e la w " (R o m .
10 :4 .) to  a ll sin n ers co n clu d ed  u n d er sin  a n d  a  cu rse. B y  it, o u r L o rd
J esu s, th e g o o d  E b ed m elech , co m es a n d  ca sts d o w n  a  co rd  to  u s, a n d
d ra w s u s u p  o u t o f th e p it o f sin  a n d  m isery . H e co m es to  th is p riso n , a n d
o p en s th e d o o rs to  let ca p tiv es free. S o  th en  w e h a v e G o d  h o ld en  o u t to  u s
a s a  red eem er, a s a  rep a irer o f o u r b rea ch es,ð "G o d  in  C h rist reco n cilin g
th e w o rld ,"ð "O  Isra el, th o u  h a st d estro y ed  th y self, b u t in  m e is th in e
h elp ," H o s. 13 :9 . H e fin d s to  h im self "a  ra n so m " to  sa tisfy  h is ju stice, J o b
3 3 :2 4 . H e fin d s a  p ro p itia tio n  to  ta k e a w a y  sin ,ð a  sa crifice to  p a cify  a n d
a p p ea se h is w ra th . H e fin d s o n e o f o u r b reth ren , b u t y et h is o w n  S o n  in
w h o m  h e is w ell-p lea sed ; a n d  th en  h o ld s o u t a ll th is to  sin n ers, th a t th ey
m a y  b e sa tisfied  in  th eir o w n  co n scien ces, a s h e is in  h is o w n  m in d . G o d
h a th  sa tisfied  h im self in  C h rist; y o u  h a v e n o t th a t to  d o . H e is n o t n o w  to
b e reco n ciled  to  u s, fo r h e w a s n ev er rea lly  a t o d d s; th o u g h  h e co v ered  h is
co u n ten a n ce w ith  fro w n s a n d  th rea ts, sin ce th e F a ll, a n d  h a th  a p p ea red
in  fire a n d  th u n d ers a n d  w h irlw in d s w h ich  a re terrib le, y et h is h ea rt h a d
a lw a y s lo v e in  it to  su ch  p erso n s; a n d  th erefo re h e is co m e n ea r in  C h rist,
a n d  a b o u t reco n cilin g  u s to  h im self. H ere is th e b u sin ess th en , to  h a v e
o u r so u ls reco n ciled  to  h im , to  ta k e a w a y  th e en m ity  w ith in  u s; a n d  a s h e
is sa tisfied  w ith  h is S o n , so  to  sa tisfy  o u rselv es w ith  h im , a n d  b e a s w ell-



p lea sed  in  h is red em p tio n  a n d  p u rch a se a s th e F a th er is, a n d  th en  y o u
b eliev e in d eed  in  h im . N o w  if th is w ere a cco m p lish ed , w h a t h a v e w e m o re
to  d o  b u t to  lo v e h im  a n d  to  liv e to  h im ? W h en  y o u  h a v e fo u n d  in  th e
S crip tu re, a n d  b eliev ed  w ith  th e h ea rt, w h a t m a n  o n ce w a s, a n d  w h a t h e
n o w  is; w h a t G o d  o n ce a p p ea red , a n d  w h a t h e n o w  m a n ifests h im self in
th e g o sp el; y e h a v e n o  m o re to  d o  b u t to  sea rch  in  th e sa m e S crip tu res
w h a t y e h en cefo rth  o u g h t to  b e. Y e w h o  fin d  y o u r esta te reco v ered  in
C h rist, a sk , "W h a t m a n n er o f p erso n s o u g h t w e to  b e?" A n d  th e S crip tu re
sh a ll a lso  g iv e y o u  th a t "fo rm  o f so u n d  w o rd s," w h ich  m a y  n o t o n ly  tea ch
y o u  to  b eliev e in  h im , b u t to  lo v e h im  a n d  o b ey  h is co m m a n d s. T h e la w
th a t b efo re co n d em n ed  y o u  is n o w  b y  C h rist p u t in  y o u r h a n d s to  g u id e
y o u  a n d  co n d u ct y o u  in  th e w a y , a n d  tea ch eth  y o u  h o w  to  liv e h en cefo rth
to  h is g lo ry . "T h e g ra ce o f G o d  th a t b rin g eth  sa lv a tio n  h a th  a p p ea red  u n to
a ll m en , tea ch in g  u s, th a t d en y in g  u n g o d lin ess, a n d  w o rld ly  lu sts, w e
sh o u ld  liv e so b erly , rig h teo u sly , a n d  g o d ly  in  th is p resen t w o rld ," T it.
2 :12 . H ere is th e su m  o f th e ru le o f y o u r p ra ctice a n d  co n v ersa tio n ; p iety
to w a rd s G o d , eq u ity  to w a rd s m en , a n d  so b riety  to w a rd s o u rselv es; self-
d en ia l, a n d  w o rld -d en ia l, a n d  lu st-d en ia l; to  g iv e u p  w ith  th e w o rld  a n d
o u r o w n  lu sts,ð h en cefo rth  to  h a v e n o  m o re to  d o  w ith  th em ,ð to  resig n
th em , n o t fo r a  tim e, n o t in  p a rt, b u t w h o lly  a n d  fo r ev er in  a ffectio n , a n d
b y  p a rts in  p ra ctice a n d  en d ea v o u r; a n d  th en  to  resig n  a n d  g iv e u p
o u rselv es to  h im , to  liv e to  h im , a n d  to  liv e in  h im .

T h u s w e h a v e g iv en  y o u  a  su m  o f th e d o ctrin e o f th e S crip tu res, o f th a t
w h ich  is to  b e b eliev ed , a n d  th a t w h ich  is to  b e d o n e a s o u r d u ty . N o w  w e
sh a ll sp ea k  a  w o rd  o f th ese tw o  ca rd in a l g ra ces w h ich  a re th e co m p en d  o f
a ll g ra ces,ð a s th e o b jects o f th em  a re th e a b rid g m en t o f th e S crip tu res,ð
fa ith  a n d  lo v e. T h ese 'so u n d  w o rd s" ca n  p ro fit u s n o th in g , u n less w e h o ld
th em  fa st w ith  fa ith  a n d  lo v e.

F a ith  is lik e th e fo u n ta in -g a te. S trea m s co m e o u t o f it th a t clea n se th e
co n scien ce fro m  th e g u ilt o f sin , a n d  p u rify  th e h ea rt fro m  th e filth  o f sin ;
b eca u se it is th a t w h ich  co m eth  to  th e "fo u n ta in  o p en ed  u p  in  th e h o u se
o f D a v id ," a n d  d ra w eth  w a ter o u t o f th ese "w ells o f sa lv a tio n ." If y o u
co n sid er th e fa ll a n d  ru in  o f m a n k in d , y o u  w ill fin d  in fid elity  a n d  u n b elief
th e fo u n ta in  o f it a s w ell a s th e sea l o f it. U n b elief o f th e la w  o f G o d ,ð o f
h is p ro m ises a n d  th rea ten in g s. T h is w a s first ca lled  in  q u estio n ; a n d



w h en  o n ce ca lled  in  q u estio n , it is h a lf-d en ied . H a th  G o d  sa id  so , th a t y o u
sh a ll d ie?ð It is n o t fa r o ff:ð "Y e sh a ll n o t su rely  d ie." H ere th en  w a s th e
v ery  b eg in n in g  o f m a n 's ru in . H e d id  n o t reta in  in  h is k n o w led g e, a n d
b eliev e w ith  h is h ea rt, th e tru th  a n d  fa ith fu ln ess a n d  h o lin ess o f G o d ;
w h ich  u n b elief w a s co n jo in ed  a n d  in term in g led  w ith  m u ch  p rid eð "y e
sh a ll b e a s g o d s." H e b eg a n  to  liv e o u t o f G o d , in  h im self; n o t
rem em b erin g  th a t h is life w a s a  strea m  o f th a t d iv in e fo u n ta in , th a t b ein g
cu t o ff fro m  it, w o u ld  d ry  u p . N o w  th erefo re, o u r L o rd  J esu s C h rist,ð a n
ex p ert S a v io u r, a n d  v ery  lea rn ed  a n d  co m p lete fo r th is w o rk ,ð h e b rin g s
m a n  o u t o f th is p it o f m isery  b y  th a t sa m e w a y  h e fell in to  it. H e fell d o w n
b y  u n b elief, a n d  h e b rin g s h im  u p  o u t o f it b y  fa ith . T h is is th e co rd  th a t is
ca st d o w n  to  th e p o o r so u l in  th e d u n g eo n ; o r ra th er h is fa ith  is th e d ea d -
g rip  o f th e co rd  o f d iv in e p ro m ises w h ich  is sen t u n to  th e ca p tiv e-
p riso n er; a n d  b y  v irtu e th ereo f h e is d ra w n  o u t in to  th e lig h t o f sa lv a tio n .
U n b elief o f th e la w  o f G o d  d id  first d estro y  m a n ; n o w  th e b elief o f th e
g o sp el sa v es h im . T h e n o t b eliev in g  o f th e L o rd 's th rea ten in g s w a s th e
b eg in n in g  o f h is ru in ; a n d  b eliev in g  o f h is p recio u s p ro m ises is sa lv a tio n .
I sa y  n o  m o re, a s o u r d estru ctio n  b eg a n  a t th e u n b elief o f th e la w , so  o u r
sa lv a tio n  m u st b eg in  a t th e b elief o f it. T h e la w  a n d  d iv in e ju stice w en t
o u t o f h is sig h t, a n d  so  h e sin n ed ; n o w  th e la w  en terin g  in to  th e
co n scien ce, d isco v ers a  m a n 's sin s, a n d  m a k es sin  a b o u n d ; a n d  th a t is th e
b eg in n in g  o f o u r rem ed y , to  k n o w  o u r d isea se. B u t a s lo n g  a s th is is h id
fro m  a  m a n 's ey es, h e is sh u t u p  in  u n b elief; h e is sea led  a n d  co n firm ed  in
h is m isera b le esta te, a n d  so  k ep t fro m  J esu s C h rist th e rem ed y . T h u s
u n b elief first a n d  la st d estro y s. F a ith  m ig h t h a v e p reserv ed  A d a m , a n d
fa ith  a g a in  m a y  resto re th ee w h o  h a st fa llen  in  A d a m .

T h ere is a  g rea t m ista k e o f fa ith  a m o n g  u s: so m e ta k in g  it fo r a  stro n g  a n d
b lin d  co n fid en ce th a t a d m its o f n o  q u estio n s o r d o u b ts in  th e so u l, a n d  so
v a in ly  p ersu a d in g  th em selv es th a t th ey  h a v e it; a n d  so m e a g a in
co n ceiv in g  it to  b e su ch  a n  a ssu ra n ce o f sa lv a tio n  a s in sta n tly  co m fo rts
th e so u l a n d  lo o seth  a ll o b jectio n s, a n d  so  fo o lish ly  v ex in g  th eir o w n
so u ls, a n d  d isq u ietin g  th em selv es in  v a in , fo r th e w a n t o f th a t w h ich , if
th ey  u n d ersto o d  w h a t it is, th ey  w o u ld  fin d  th ey  h a v e. I sa y , m a n y  so u ls
co n ceiv e th a t to  b e th e b est fa ith  th a t n ev er d o u b ted , a n d  h a th  a lw a y s
lo d g ed  in  th em  a n d  k ep t th em  in  p ea ce sin ce th ey  w ere b o rn . B u t, seein g
a ll m en  w ere o n ce "a lien s fro m  th e co m m o n w ea lth  o f Isra el, a n d



stra n g ers to  th e co v en a n t o f p ro m ise, a n d  w ith o u t G o d  in  th e w o rld ," a n d
so  w ith o u t C h rist a lso , it is certa in  th a t th o se so u ls w h o  h a v e a lw a y s
b lessed  th em selv es in  th eir o w n  h ea rts, a n d  cried  "P ea ce, p ea ce," a n d
w ere n ev er a fra id  o f th e w ra th  to  co m e, h a v e em b ra ced  a n  im a g in a tio n
a n d  d rea m  o f th eir o w n  h ea rt fo r tru e fa ith . It is n o t b ig  a n d  sto u t w o rd s
th a t w ill p ro v e it. M en  m a y  d efy  th e d ev il a n d  a ll h is w o rk s, a n d  sp ea k
v ery  co n fid en tly , a n d  y et, G o d  k n o w s, th ey  a re ca p tiv es b y  h im  a t h is
p lea su re, a n d  n o t fa r fro m  th a t m isery  w h ich  th ey  th in k  th ey  h a v e
esca p ed . S a ta n  w o rk s in  th em  w ith  su ch  a  cra fty  co n v ey a n ce th a t th ey
ca n n o t p erceiv e it. A n d  h o w  sh o u ld  th ey  p erceiv e it? F o r w e a re "b y
n a tu re d ea d  in  sin s," a n d  so  ca n n o t feel o r k n o w  th a t w e a re su ch . It is a
to k en  o f life to  feel p a in , a  certa in  to k en , fo r d ea d  th in g s a re sen seless.
Y o u  k n o w  h o w  ju g g lers m a y  d eceiv e y o u r v ery  sen ses; a n d  m a k e th em
b eliev e th ey  see th a t w h ich  is n o t, a n d  feel th a t w h ich  th ey  feel n o t. O h !
h o w  m u ch  m o re ea sy  is it fo r S a ta n ð su ch  a n  in g en io u s a n d  ex p erim en ted
sp iritð a ssisted  w ith  th e h elp  o f o u r d eceitfu l h ea rts, to  ca st su ch  a  m ist
o v er th e ey es o f h ea rts, a n d  m a k e th em  b eliev e a n y  th in g ! H o w  ea sily  m a y
h e h id e o u r m isery  fro m  u s, a n d  m a k e u s b eliev e it is w ell w ith  u s! A n d
th u s m u ltitu d es o f so u ls p erish  in  th e v ery  o p in io n  o f sa lv a tio n . T h a t v ery
th in g  w h ich  th ey  ca ll fa ith ,ð th a t stro n g  u n g ro u n d ed  p ersu a sio n ,ð is n o
o th er th in g  th a n  th e u n b elief o f th e h ea rt; u n b elief, I m ea n , o f th e h o ly
la w , o f d iv in e ju stice, a n d  th e w ra th  to  co m e; fo r if th ese o n ce en tered
in to  th e so u l's co n sid era tio n , th ey  w o u ld  certa in ly  ca st d o w n  th a t
stro n g h o ld  o f v a in  co n fid en ce th a t S a ta n  k eep s a ll th e h o u se in  p ea ce b y .
N o w  th is secu re a n d  p resu m p tu o u s d esp isin g  o f a ll th rea ten in g s a n d  a ll
co n v ictio n s, is v a rn ish ed  o v er to  th e p o o r so u l w ith  th e co lo u r a n d
a p p ea ra n ce o f fa ith  in  th e g o sp el. T h ey  th in k , to  b eliev e in  C h rist is
n o th in g  else b u t n ev er to  b e a fra id  o f h ell; w h erea s it is n o th in g  else b u t a
so u l fleein g  in to  C h rist fo r fea r o f h ell, a n d  fleein g  fro m  th e w ra th  to  co m e
to  th e city  o f refu g e.

N o w  a g a in , th ere a re so m e o th er so u ls q u ite co n tra ry  m in d ed , th a t ru n
u p o n  a n o th er ex trem ity . T h ey  o n ce q u estio n  w h eth er th ey  h a v e fa ith ; a n d
a lw a y s q u estio n  it. Y o u  sh a ll fin d  th em  a lw a y s o u t o f o n e d o u b t in to
a n o th er, a n d  still retu rn in g  u p o n  th ese d eb a tes, W h eth er a m  I in  C h rist,
o r n o t? A n d  o ften  p erem p to rily  co n clu d in g  th a t th ey  a re n o t in  h im , a n d
th a t th ey  b eliev e n o t in  h im . I m u st co n fess, th a t a  so u l m u st o n ce



q u estio n  th e m a tter, o r th ey  sh a ll n ev er b e certa in . N a y , a  so u l m u st o n ce
co n clu d e th a t it is v o id  o f G o d , a n d  w ith o u t C h rist; b u t h a v in g  d isco v ered
th a t, I see n o  m o re u se a n d  fru it o f y o u r freq u en t d eb a tes a n d  ja n g lin g s
a b o u t in terest. I w o u ld  sa y  th en  u n to  su ch  so u ls, th a t if y o u  n o w  q u estio n
it, it is in d eed  th e v ery  tim e to  p u t it o u t o f q u estio n . A n d  h o w ? N o t b y
fra m in g  o r seek in g  a n sw ers to  y o u r o b jectio n s;ð n o t b y  sea rch in g  in to
th y self to  fin d  so m e th in g  to  p ro v e it,ð n o t b y  m ere d isp u tin g  a b o u t it, fo r
w h en  sh a ll th ese h a v e a n  en d ? B u t sim p ly  a n d  p la in ly  b y  settin g  a b o u t
th a t w h ich  is q u estio n ed . A re y o u  in  d o u b t if y o u  b e b eliev ers? H o w  sh a ll
it b e reso lv ed  th en  b u t b y  b eliev in g  in d eed ? It is n o w  th e v ery  tim e th a t
th o u  a rt ca lled  to  m a k e a p p lica tio n  o f th y  so u l to  C h rist, if th o u  th in k est
th o u  ca n n o t m a k e a p p lica tio n  o f C h rist to  th y  so u l. If th o u  ca n n o t k n o w  if
h e b e th in e, th en  h o w  sh a lt th o u  k n o w  it b u t b y  ch o o sin g  h im  fo r th in e
a n d  em b ra cin g  h im  in  th y  so u l? N o w  I sa y , if th a t tim e w h ich  is sp en t
a b o u t su ch  u n p ro fita b le d eb a tes, w ere sp en t in  so lid  a n d  serio u s
en d ea v o u rs a b o u t th e th in g  in  d eb a te, it w o u ld  q u ick ly  b e o u t o f d eb a te. If
y o u  w ere m o re in  th e o b ed ien ce to  th o se co m m a n d s, th a n  in  th e d isp u te
w h eth er y o u  h a v e o b ey ed  o r n o t, y o u  w o u ld  so o n er co m e to  sa tisfa ctio n  in
it. T h is I sa y  th e ra th er, b eca u se th e w eig h tier a n d  p rin cip a l p a rts o f th e
g o sp el a re th o se d irect a cts o f fa ith  a n d  lo v e to  J esu s C h rist; b o th  th ese
a re th e o u tg o in g s o f th e so u l to  h im . N o w  a g a in , ex a m in a tio n  o f o u r fa ith
a n d  a ssu ra n ce a re b u t seco n d a ry  a n d  co n seq u en t reflectio n s u p o n
o u rselv es, a n d  a re th e so u l retu rn in g  in  a g a in  to  itself, to  fin d  w h a t is
w ith in . T h erefo re, I sa y , a  C h ristia n  is p rin cip a lly  ca lled  to  th e first, a n d
a lw a y s ca lled . It is th e ch ief d u ty  o f m a n , w h ich , fo r n o  ev id en ce, n o
d o u b tin g , n o  q u estio n in g , sh o u ld  b e left u n d o n e. If y e b e in  a n y  h esita tio n
w h eth er y o u  a re b eliev ers o r n o t; I a m  su re th e ch iefest th in g , a n d  m o st
co n cern in g , is, ra th er to  b eliev e th a n  to  k n o w  it. It is a  C h ristia n 's b ein g  to
b eliev e; it is in d eed  h is co m fo rt a n d  w ell-b ein g  to  k n o w  it; b u t if y o u  d o
n o t k n o w  it, th en  b y  a ll m ea n s so  m u ch  th e m o re set a b o u t it p resen tly .
L et th e so u l co n sid er C h rist a n d  th e p recio u s p ro m ises, a n d  la y  its w eig h t
u p o n  h im ; th is y o u  o u g h t to  d o , a n d  n o t to  lea v e th e o th er u n d o n e.

S eco n d ly , I sa y  to  su ch  so u ls, th a t it is th e m ista k e o f th e v ery  n a tu re o f
fa ith  th a t lea d s th em  to  su ch  p erp lex ities, a n d  ca u seth  su ch  in ev id en ce. It
is n o t so  m u ch  th e in ev id en ce o f m a rk s a n d  fru its th a t m a k es th em  d o u b t,
a s th e m isa p p reh en sio n  o f th e th in g  itself; fo r a s lo n g  a s th ey  m ista k e it in



its o w n  n a tu re, n o  sig n , n o  m a rk , ca n  sa tisfy  in  it. Y o u  ta k e fa ith  to  b e a
p ersu a sio n  o f G o d 's lo v e th a t ca lm s a n d  q u iets th e m in d . N o w , su ch  a
p ersu a sio n  n eed s n o  sig n s to  k n o w  it b y ; it is m a n ifest b y  its o w n
p resen ce, a s lig h t b y  its o w n  b rig h tn ess. It w ere a  fo o lish  q u estio n  to  a sk
a n y , h o w  th ey  k n ew  th a t th ey  w ere p ersu a d ed  o f a n o th er's a ffectio n ? T h e
v ery  p ersu a sio n  m a k eth  itself m o re certa in  to  th e so u l th a n  a n y  to k en . S o
th en , w h ile y o u  q u estio n  w h eth er y o u  h a v e fa ith  o r n o t, a n d  in  th e m ea n
tim e ta k e fa ith  to  b e n o th in g  else b u t su ch  a  p ersu a sio n , it is in  v a in  to
b rin g  a n y  m a rk s o r sig n s to  co n v in ce y o u  th a t y o u  h a v e fa ith ; fo r if su ch  a
p ersu a sio n  a n d  a ssu ra n ce w ere in  y o u , it w o u ld  b e m o re p o w erfu l to
a ssu re y o u r h ea rts o f itself th a n  a n y  th in g  else; a n d  w h ile y o u  a re
d o u b tin g  o f it, it is m o re m a n ifest th a t y o u  h a v e it n o t, th a n  a n y  sig n s o r
m a rk s ca n  b e a b le to  m a k e it a p p ea r th a t y o u  h a v e it. If a n y  w o u ld  la b o u r
to  co n v in ce a  b lin d  m a n  th a t h e sa w  th e lig h t, a n d  g a v e h im  sig n s a n d
to k en s o f th e lig h t's sh in in g , th e b lin d  m a n  co u ld  n o t b eliev e h im ; fo r it is
m o re certa in  to  h im self th a t h e sees n o t, th a t a n y  ev id en ce ca n  m a k e th e
co n tra ry  p ro b a b le. Y o u  a re still w ish in g  a n d  seek in g  su ch  a  fa ith  a s p u ts
a ll o u t o f q u estio n . N o w , w h en  m in isters b rin g  a n y  m a rk s to  p ro v e y o u
h a v e tru e fa ith , it ca n n o t sa tisfy  o r settle y o u , b eca u se y o u r v ery
q u estio n in g  p ro v es th a t y e h a v e n o t th a t w h ich  y e q u estio n . If y o u  h a d
su ch  a  p ersu a sio n , y o u  w o u ld  n o t q u estio n  it. S o  th en , a s lo n g  a s y o u  a re
in  th a t m ista k e co n cern in g  th e tru e n a tu re o f fa ith , a ll th e sig n s o f th e
w o rd  ca n n o t settle y o u . B u t I sa y , if o n ce y o u  u n d ersto o d  th e tru e n a tu re
o f fa ith , it w o u ld  b e m o re clea r in  itself u n to  y o u , th a n  rea d ily  m a rk s a n d
sig n s co u ld  m a k e it; esp ecia lly  in  th e tim e o f tem p ta tio n . If y o u  w o u ld
k n o w , th en , w h a t it is in d eed , co n sid er w h a t th e w o rd  o f G o d  h o ld s o u t
co n cern in g  h im self, o r u s; a n d  th e so lid  b elief o f th a t in  th e h ea rt h a th
so m eth in g  o f th e n a tu re o f sa v in g  fa ith  in  it. T h e L o rd  g iv es a  testim o n y
co n cern in g  m a n , th a t h e is "b o rn  in  sin ," th a t h e is "d ea d  in  sin ," a n d  a ll
h is "im a g in a tio n s a re o n ly  ev il co n tin u a lly ." N o w , I sa y , to  receiv e th is
tru th  in to  th e so u l, u p o n  G o d 's testim o n y , is a  p o in t o f fa ith . T h e L o rd  in
h is w o rd  "co n clu d es a ll u n d er sin " a n d  w ra th ; so , th en , fo r a  so u l to
co n clu d e itself a lso  u n d er sin  a n d  w ra th  is a  p o in t o f fa ith . F a ith  is th e
so u l's testim o n y  to  G o d 's tru th ; th e w o rd  is G o d 's testim o n y . N o w  th en , if
a  so u l receiv e th is testim o n y  w ith in , w h eth er it b e la w  o r g o sp el, it is a n
a ct o f fa ith . If a  so u l co n d em n  itself, a n d  ju d g e itself, th a t is a  settin g  to
o u r sea l th a t G o d  is tru e, w h o  sp ea k s in  h is la w , a n d  so  it is a  b eliev in g  in



G o d . I sa y  m o re: to  b eliev e w ith  th e h ea rt th a t w e ca n n o t b eliev e, is a
g rea t p o in t o f so u n d  b elief, b eca u se it is a  sea lin g  o f th a t w o rd  o f G o d ,
ð "T h e h ea rt is d esp era tely  w ick ed ," a n d  "o f o u rselv es w e ca n  d o
n o th in g ." N o w , I a m  p ersu a d ed , if su ch  so u ls k n ew  th is, th ey  w o u ld  p u t
a n  en d  to  th eir m a n y  co n ten tio n s a n d  w ra n g lin g s a b o u t th is p o in t, a n d
w o u ld  ra th er b less G o d  th a t h a th  o p en ed  th eir ey es to  see th em selv es,
th a n  co n ten d  w ith  h im  fo r th a t th ey  h a v e n o  fa ith . It is lig h t o n ly  th a t
d isco v ers d a rk n ess, a n d  fa ith  o n ly  th a t d iscern s u n b elief. It is life a n d
h ea lth  o n ly  th a t feel p a in  a n d  sick n ess; fo r if a ll w ere a lik e, n o th in g  co u ld
b e fo u n d  [T h a t is, felt.ð E D ], a s in  d ea d  b o d ies. N o w , I sa y  to  su ch  so u ls
a s b eliev e in  G o d  th e L a w g iv er, b eliev e a lso  in  C h rist th e R ed eem er. A n d
w h a t is th a t? It is n o t to  k n o w  th a t I h a v e a n  in terest in  h im . N o , th a t
m u st co m e a fter; it is th e S p irit's sea lin g  a fter b eliev in g  w h ich  p u ts itself
o u t o f q u estio n  w h en  it co m es. A n d  so  if y o u  h a d  it, y o u  n eed ed  n o t m a n y
sig n s to  k n o w  it b y ; a t lea st y o u  w o u ld  n o t d o u b t o f it, m o re th a n  h e th a t
sees th e lig h t ca n  q u estio n  it. B u t, I sa y , to  b eliev e in  C h rist is sim p ly  th is:
I,ð w h a tso ev er I b e,ð u n g o d ly , w retch ed , p o llu ted , d esp era te, a m  w illin g
to  h a v e J esu s C h rist fo r m y  S a v io u r; I h a v e n o  o th er h elp , o r h o p e, if it b e
n o t in  h im . It is, I sa y , to  lea n  th e w eig h t o f th y  so u l o n  th is fo u n d a tio n -
sto n e la id  in  Z io n ; to  em b ra ce th e p ro m ises o f th e g o sp el, a lb eit g en era l,
a s "w o rth y  o f a ll a ccep ta tio n ," a n d  w a it u p o n  th e p erfo rm a n ce o f th em . It
is n o  o th er th in g  b u t to  m a k e C h rist w elco m e; to  sa y , ""E v en  so , L o rd
J esu s;" I a m  co n ten t in  m y  so u l th a t th o u  b e m y  S a v io u r, to  b e fo u n d  in
th ee, "n o t h a v in g  m y  o w n  rig h teo u sn ess." I a m  w ell-p lea sed  to  ca st a w a y
m y  o w n  a s d u n g , a n d  fin d  m y self n o  o th er th a n  a n  u n g o d ly  m a n ." N o w  it
is certa in  th a t m a n y  so u ls th a t a re still q u estio n in g  w h eth er th ey  h a v e
fa ith , y et d o  fin d  th is in  th eir so u ls; b u t b eca u se th ey  k n o w  n o t th a t it is
fa ith  w h ich  th ey  fin d , th ey  g o  a b o u t to  seek  th a t w h ich  is n o t fa ith , a n d
w h ere it is n o t to  b e fo u n d ; a n d  so  d isq u iet th em selv es in  v a in , a n d  h in d er
fru itfu ln ess.

N o w , th e fa ith  o f a  C h ristia n  is n o  fa n cy ; it is n o t a  lig h t v a in  im a g in a tio n
o f th e b ra in , b u t it d w ells in  th e h ea rt,ð "w ith  th e h ea rt m a n  b eliev es,"
a n d  it d w ells w ith  lo v e. F a ith  a n d  lo v e, w e n eed  n o t b e cu rio u s to
d istin g u ish  th em . It is certa in  th a t lo v e is in  it, a n d  fro m  it; it is in  th e
v ery  b o so m  o f it, b eca u se fa ith  is a  so u l-em b ra cin g  o f C h rist; it is a
ch o o sin g  o f h im  fo r its p o rtio n ; a n d  th en  u p o n  th e rev iew  o f th is g o o d ly



p o rtio n , a n d  fro m  co n sid era tio n  o f w h a t h e is, a n d  h a th  d o n e fo r u s, th e
so u l lo v es h im  still m o re, a n d  is im p a tien t o f so  m u ch  d ista n ce fro m  h im .
W e fin d  th em  co n jo in ed  in  S crip tu re, b u t th ey  a re o n e in  th e h ea rt. O  th a t
w e stu d ied  to  h a v e th ese jo in tly  en g ra v en  o n  th e h ea rt! A s th ey  a re jo in ed
in  th e w o rd , so  o u r h ea rt sh o u ld  b e a  "liv in g  ep istle." F a ith  a n d  lo v e a re
tw o  w o rd s b u t o n e th in g  u n d er d ifferen t n o tio n s. T h ey  a re th e o u tg o in g s
o f th e so u l to  C h rist fo r life,ð th e b rea th in g s o f th e so u l a fter h im , fo r
m o re o f h im , w h en  it h a th  o n ce ta sted  h o w  g o o d  h e is. F a ith  is n o t a
sp ecu la tio n , o r a  w a n d erin g  th o u g h t o f tru th ; it is th e tru th , n o t
ca p tiv a ted  in to  th e m in d , b u t d w ellin g  in  th e h ea rt, a n d  g ettin g
p o ssessio n  o f th e w h o le m a n . Y o u  k n o w  a  m a n  a n d  h is w ill a re o n e; n o t so
a  m a n  a n d  h is m in d ; fo r h e m a y  co n ceiv e th e tru th  o f m a n y  th in g s h e
lo v es n o t, b u t w h a tev er a  m a n  lo v es, th a t a n d  h e in  a  m a n n er b eco m e o n e
w ith  a n o th er. L o v e is u n itiv e; it is th e m o st ex cellen t u n io n  o f d ista n t
th in g s. T h e w ill co m m a n d s th e w h o le m a n , a n d  h a th  th e o ffice o f
a p p ly in g  o f a ll th e fa cu lties to  th eir p ro p er w o rk s. Illa im perat, aliÞ
exsequuntur. T h erefo re w h en  o n ce d iv in e tru th  g ets en try  in to  th e h ea rt
o f a  m a n , a n d  b eco m es o n e w ith  h is w ill a n d  a ffectio n , it w ill q u ick ly
co m m a n d  th e w h o le m a n  to  p ra ctice a n d  ex ecu te; a n d  th en  h e th a t
receiv ed  "th e tru th  in  lo v e" is fo u n d  a  w a lk er in  th e tru th . M a n y  p erso n s
ca p tiv a te tru th  in  th eir u n d ersta n d in g s, a s th e G en tiles d id ; th ey  h o ld  o r
d eta in  it in  u n rig h teo u sn ess; b u t b eca u se it h a th  n o  lib erty  to  d escen d
in to  th e h ea rt, a n d  p o ssess th a t g a rriso n , it ca n n o t co m m a n d  th e m a n .
B u t o h ! it is b etter to  b e tru th 's ca p tiv e th a n  to  ca p tiv a te tru th , sa ith  th e
a p o stle, "Y e h a v e o b ey ed  fro m  th e h ea rt th a t fo rm  o f d o ctrin e w h ereto  y e
w ere d eliv ered ," R o m . 6 :17 . O  a  b lessed  ca p tiv ity ! to  b e d eliv ered  o v er to
tru th ,ð th a t is in d eed  freed o m , fo r tru th  m a k es free, J o h n  8 :3 2 . A n d  it
m a k es free w h ere it is in  freed o m . G iv e it freed o m  to  co m m a n d  th ee, a n d
it sh a ll in d eed  d eliv er th ee fro m  a ll stra n g e lo rd s; a n d  th o u  sh a lt o b ey  it
fro m  th e h ea rt w h en  it is in d eed  in  th e h ea rt. W h en  th e tru th s o f G o d ,ð
w h eth er p ro m ises, o r th rea ten in g s, o r co m m a n d s,ð a re im p ressed  in to
th e h ea rt, y o u  sh a ll fin d  th e ex p ressio n s o f th em  in  th e co n v ersa tio n .
F a ith  is n o t a n  em p ty  a ssen t to  th e tru th , b u t a  receiv in g  o f it "in  lo v e;"
a n d  w h en  th e tru th  is receiv ed  in  lo v e, th en  it b eg in s to  w o rk  b y  lo v e.
"F a ith  w o rk eth  b y  lo v e," sa ith  P a u l, G a l. 5 :6 . T h a t n o w  is th e p ro p er
n a tu re o f its o p era tio n  w h ich  ex p resses its o w n  n a tu re. O b ed ien ce
p ro ceed in g  fro m  lo v e to  G o d  flo w s fro m  fa ith  in  G o d , a n d  th a t sh o w s th e



tru e a n d  liv in g  n a tu re o f th a t fa ith . If th e so u l w ith in  receiv e th e sea l a n d
im p ressio n  o f th e tru th  o f G o d , it w ill ren d er th e im a g e o f th a t sa m e tru th
in  a ll its a ctio n s.

L o v e is p u t fo r a ll o b ed ien ce. It is m a d e th e v ery  su m  a n d  co m p en d  o f th e
la w , th e fu lfillin g  o f it; fo r th e tru th  is th e m o st effectu a l a n d  co n stra in in g
p rin cip le o f o b ed ien ce, a n d  w ith a l th e m o st sw eet a n d  p lea sa n t. T h e lo v e
o f C h rist co n stra in s u s to  liv e to  h im , a n d  n o t h en cefo rth  to  o u rselv es, 2
C o r. 5 :14 , 15 . A s I sa id , a  m a n  a n d  h is w ill is o n e; if y o u  en g a g e it, y o u
b in d  a ll; if y o u  g a in  it, it w ill b rin g  a ll w ith  it. A s it is th e m o st rea d y  w a y
to  g a in  a n y  p a rty , to  en g a g e th eir h ea d  w h o m  th ey  fo llo w  a n d  u p o n  w h o m
th ey  d ep en d , let a  m a n 's lo v e b e o n ce g a in ed  to  C h rist, a n d  th e w h o le
tra in  o f th e so u l's fa cu lties, o f th e o u tw a rd  sen ses a n d  o p era tio n s, w ill
fo llo w  u p o n  it. It w a s a n  ex cellen t a n d  p ertin en t q u estio n  th a t C h rist
a sk ed  P eter, w h en  h e w a s g o in g  a w a y , (if P eter h a d  co n sid ered  C h rist's
p u rp o se in  it, h e w o u ld  n o t h a v e b een  so  h a sty  a n d  d isp lea sed ,) "P eter,
"lo v est th o u  m e?" th en  "feed  m y  sh eep ."" If a  m a n  lo v e C h rist, h e w ill
certa in ly  stu d y  to  p lea se h im , a n d  th o u g h  h e sh o u ld  d o  n ev er so  m u ch  in
o b ed ien ce, it is n o  p lea su re ex cep t it b e d o n e o u t o f lo v e. O  th is, a n d  m o re
o f th is in  th e h ea rt, w o u ld  m a k e m in isters feed  w ell, a n d  tea ch  w ell, a n d
w o u ld  m a k e p eo p le o b ey  w ell! "If y e lo v e m e, k eep  m y  co m m a n d m en ts."
L o v e d ev o tes a n d  co n secra tes a ll th a t is in  a  m a n  to  th e p lea su re o f h im
w h o m  h e lo v es; th erefo re it fa sh io n s a n d  co n fo rm s o n eð ev en  a g a in st
n a tu reð to  a n o th er's h u m o u r a n d  a ffectio n . It co n stra in s n o t to  liv e to
o u rselv es, b u t to  h im ,ð its jo y  a n d  d elig h t is in  h im , a n d  th erefo re a ll is
g iv en  u p  a n d  resig n ed  to  h im . N o w  a s it is certa in , th a t if y o u  lo v e m u ch
y o u  w ill d o  m u ch , so  it is certa in  th a t little is a ccep ted  fo r m u ch  th a t
p ro ceed s fro m  lo v e; a n d  th erefo re, o u r p o o r m a im ed  a n d  h a ltin g
o b ed ien ce is ca lled  "th e fu lfillin g  o f th e la w ." H e is w ell-p lea sed  w ith  it,
b eca u se lo v e is ill-p lea sed  w ith  it. L o v e th in k s n o th in g  to o  m u ch ,ð a ll to o
little; a n d  th erefo re h is lo v e th in k s a n y  th in g  fro m  u s m u ch , sin ce lo v e
w o u ld  g iv e m o re. H e a ccep ts th a t w h ich  is g iv en ; th e lo v er's m ite ca st in to
th e trea su ry , is m o re th a n  ten  tim es so  m u ch  o u tw a rd  o b ed ien ce fro m
a n o th er m a n . H e m eets lo v e w ith  lo v e. If th e so u l's d esire b e to w a rd s th e
lo v e o f h is n a m e; if lo v e o ffer, th o u g h  a  fa rth in g , h is lo v e receiv in g  it
co u n ts it a  cro w n . L o v e o fferin g  a  p resen t o f d u ty , fin d s m a n y
im p erfectio n s in  it, a n d  co v ers a n y  g o o d  th a t is in  it, seem s n o t to  reg a rd



it, a n d  th en  b eh o ld s it a s a  reco m p en se. H is lo v e, receiv in g  th e p resen t
fro m  u s, co v ers a  m u ltitu d e o f in firm ities th a t a re in  it. A n d  th u s, w h a t in
th e d esire a n d  en d ea v o u r o f lo v e o n  o u r p a rt, a n d  w h a t in  th e a ccep ta tio n
o f w h a t is d o n e o n  h is p a rt, "lo v e is th e fu lfillin g  o f th e la w ." It is a n  u su a l
p ro v erb , A ll th in g s a re a s th ey  a re ta k en : "L o v e is th e fu lfillin g  o f th e la w ,"
b eca u se o u r lo v in g  F a th er ta k es it so ; h e ta k es a s m u ch  d elig h t in  th e p o o r
ch ild ren 's w illin g n ess, a s in  th e m o re a g ed 's stren g th ; th e o ffer a n d
en d ea v o u r o f th e o n e p lea seth  h im , a s w ell a s th e p erfo rm a n ce o f th e
o th er.

T h e lo v e o f G o d  is th e fu lfillin g  o f th e la w , fo r it is a  liv in g  la w ; it is th e la w
w ritten  o n  th e h ea rt; it is th e la w  o f a  sp irit o f life w ith in . Quis legem  det
am antibus? M ajor lex am or sibi ipsi est. Y o u  a lm o st n eed  n o t p rescrib e
a n y  ru les, o r set o v er th e h ea d  o f lo v e th e a u th o rity  a n d  p a in  o f a
co m m a n d , fo r it is a  g rea ter la w  to  itself. It h a th  w ith in  its o w n  b o so m  a s
d eep  a n  en g a g em en t a n d  o b lig a tio n  to  a n y  th in g  th a t m a y  p lea se G o d  a s
y o u  ca n  p u t u p o n  it; fo r it is in  itself th e v ery  en g a g em en t a n d  b o n d  o f th e
so u l to  h im . T h is is it, in d eed , w h ich  w ill d o  h im  serv ice; a n d  th a t is th e
serv ice w h ich  h e lik es. It is th a t o n ly  serv es h im  co n sta n tly  a n d
p lea sa n tly ; a n d  co n sta n tly  it ca n n o t serv e h im  w h ich  d o th  it n o t
p lea sa n tly , fo r it is d elig h t o n ly  th a t m a k es it co n sta n t. V io len t m o tio n s
m a y  b e sw ift, b u t n o t d u ra b le; th ey  la st n o t lo n g . F ea r a n d  terro r is a  k in d
o f ex tern a l im p u lse th a t m a y  d riv e a  so u l sw iftly  to  so m e d u ty ; b u t
b eca u se th a t is n o t o n e w ith  a  so u l, it ca n n o t en d u re lo n g ; it is n o t g o o d
co m p a n y  to  th e so u l. B u t lo v e, m a k in g  a  d u ty  p lea sa n t, b eco m es o n e w ith
th e so u l; it in co rp o ra tes w ith  it, a n d  b eco m es lik e its n a tu re to  it, th a t
th o u g h  it sh o u ld  n o t m o v e so  sw iftly , y et it m o v es m o re co n sta n tly . A n d
w h a t is lo v e b u t th e v ery  m o tio n  o f th e so u l to  G o d ? A n d  so  till it h a v e
a tta in ed  th a t, to  b e in  h im , it ca n  fin d  n o  p la ce o f rest. N o w  th is is o n ly
th e serv ice th a t h e is p lea sed  w ith , w h ich  co m es fro m  lo v e, b eca u se h e
sees h is o w n  im a g e in  it; fo r lo v e in  u s is n o th in g  else b u t th e im p ressio n
a n d  sta m p  th a t G o d 's lo v e to  u s m a k es o n  th e h ea rt. It is th e v ery
reflectio n  o f th a t sw eet w a rm  b ea m . S o  th en , w h en  h is lo v e reflects b a ck
u n to  h im self, ca rry in g  o u r h ea rt a n d  d u ty  w ith  it, h e k n o w eth  h is o w n
su p erscrip tio n , h e lo v es h is o w n  im a g e in  su ch  a  d u ty : "if a  m a n  lo v e m e,
h e w ill k eep  m y  w o rd s: a n d  m y  F a th er w ill lo v e h im , a n d  w e w ill co m e
u n to  h im , a n d  m a k e o u r a b o d e w ith  h im ," J o h n  14 :2 3 . H ere n o w  is a n



ev id en ce th a t h e lik es it, fo r h e m u st n eed s lik e th a t p la ce h e ch o o ses to
d w ell in . H e w h o  h a th  su ch  a  g lo rio u s m a n sio n  a n d  p a la ce a b o v e m u st
n eed s lo v e th a t so u l d ea rly , th a t h e w ill p refer it to  h is h ig h  a n d  h o ly
p la ce.

N o w  I k n o w  it w ill b e th e secret q u estio n  a n d  co m p la in t o f so m e so u ls,
h o w  sh a ll I g et lo v e to  G o d ? I ca n n o t lo v e h im , m y  h ea rt is so  d esp era tely
w ick ed ; I ca n n o t sa y  a s P eter "L o rd , th o u  k n o w est th a t I lo v e th ee." I sh a ll
n o t in sist u p o n  th e d isco v ery  o f y o u r lo v e u n to  h im  b y  m a rk s a n d  sig n s;
o n ly  I sa y , if th o u  in d eed  fro m  th y  h ea rt d esirest to  lo v e h im , a n d  a rt
g riev ed  th a t th ere is n o t th is lo v e in  th y  so u l to  h im  w h ich  b eco m es so
lo v e-w o rth y  a  S a v io u r, th en  th o u  in d eed  lo v est h im , fo r h e th a t lo v eth  th e
lo v e o f G o d , lo v eth  G o d  h im self. A n d  w h erefo re a rt th o u  sa d  fo r th e w a n t
o f th a t lo v e, b u t b eca u se th o u  lo v est h im  in  so m e m ea su re, a n d  w ith a l
fin d est h im  b ey o n d  a ll th a t th o u  ca n st th in k  a n d  lo v e? B u t I sa y , th a t
w h ich  m o st co n cern s th ee is to  lo v e still m o re, a n d  th a t th o u  w o u ld est b e
still m o re ea rn est to  lo v e h im  th a n  to  k n o w  th a t th o u  lo v est h im .

N o w  I k n o w  n o  m o re effectu a l w a y  to  in crea se lo v e to  J esu s C h rist, th a n
to  b eliev e h is lo v e. C h rist J esu s is "th e a u th o r a n d  fin ish er" b o th  o f fa ith
a n d  lo v e; a n d  "w e lo v e h im , b eca u se h e first lo v ed  u s." T h erefo re th e rig h t
d isco v ery  o f J esu s C h rist, w h a t h e is, a n d  w h a t h e h a th  d o n e fo r sin n ers,
is th a t w h ich  w ill o f a ll th in g s m o st p rev a il to  en g a g e th e so u l u n to  h im .
B u t a s lo n g  a s y e su sp en d  y o u r fa ith  u p o n  th e b ein g  o r in crea se o f y o u r
lo v e a n d  o b ed ien ceð a s th e m a n n er o f to o  m a n y  isð y o u  ta k e ev en  su ch  a
co u rse a s h e th a t w ill n o t p la n t th e tree till h e see th e fru its o f it; w h ich  is
co n tra ry  to  co m m o n  sen se a n d  rea so n .

S in ce th is, th en , is th e su m  o f tru e relig io n , to  b eliev e in  C h rist, a n d  to
lo v e h im , a n d  so  liv e to  h im ,ð w e sh a ll w in d  u p  a ll th a t is sp o k en  in to  th a t
ex h o rta tio n  o f th e a p o stle's, "H o ld  fa st th e fo rm  o f so u n d  w o rd s w h ich
th o u  h a st h ea rd ." Y o u  h a v e th is d o ctrin e o f fa ith  a n d  lo v e d eliv ered  u n to
y o u  w h ich  m a y  b e a b le to  sa v e y o u r so u ls. T h en , I b eseech  y o u , h o ld  th em
fa st, sa lv a tio n  is in  th em . T h ey  a re 'so u n d  w o rd s" a n d  w h o leso m e w o rd s;
w o rd s o f life, sp irit a n d  life, (a s C h rist sp ea k s,) a s w ell a s w o rd s o f tru th .
B u t h o w  w ill y o u  h o ld  th em  fa st th a t h a v e th em  n o t a t a ll,ð th a t k n o w
th em  n o t th o u g h  y o u  h ea r th em ? Y o u  w h o  a re ig n o ra n t o f th e g o sp el, a n d
h ea r n o th in g  b u t a  so u n d  o f w o rd s, in stea d  o f so u n d  a n d  w h o leso m e



w o rd s, h o w  ca n  y o u  h o ld  th em  fa st? C a n  a  m a n  h o ld  th e w in d  in  th e
h o llo w  o f h is h a n d , o r k eep  a  so u n d  w ith in  it? Y o u  k n o w  n o  m o re b u t a
so u n d  a n d  a  w in d  th a t p a sseth  b y  y o u r ea r, w ith o u t o b serv in g  eith er tru th
o r life in  it. B u t th en  a g a in , y o u  w h o  u n d ersta n d  th ese so u n d  w o rd s, a n d
h a v e "a  fo rm  o f k n o w led g e," a n d  o f th e letter o f th e la w , w h a t w ill th a t
a v a il y o u ? Y o u  ca n n o t h o ld  it fa st, ex cep t y o u  h a v e it w ith in  y o u ; a n d  it is
w ith in  y o u  in d eed  w h en  it is in  y o u r h ea rt,ð w h en  th e fo rm  o f it is
en g ra v en  u p o n  th e v ery  so u l in  lo v e. N o w , th o u g h  y o u  u n d ersta n d  th e
so u n d  o f th ese w o rd s, a n d  th e so u n d  o f tru th  in  th em , y et y o u  receiv e n o t
th e liv in g  im a g e o f th em  w h ich  is fa ith  a n d  lo v e. C a n  y o u  p a in t a  so u n d ?
C a n  y o u  fo rm  it, o r en g ra v e it o n  a n y  th in g ? N a y , b u t th ese so u n d  w o rd s
a re m o re su b sta n tia l a n d  so lid . T h ey  m u st b e en g ra v en  o n  th e h ea rt, else
y o u  w ill n ev er h o ld  th em . T h ey  m a y  b e ea sily  p lu ck ed  o u t o f th e m o u th
a n d  h a n d  b y  tem p ta tio n , u n less th ey  b e en clo sed  a n d  la id  u p  in  th e secret
o f th e h ea rt, a s M a ry  la id  th em . T h e tru th  m u st h o ld  th ee fa st, o r th o u
ca n st n o t h o ld  it fa st; it m u st ca p tiv a te th ee, a n d  b in d  th ee w ith  th e
g o ld en  ch a in s o f a ffectio n , w h ich  o n ly  is tru e freed o m , o r certa in ly  th o u
w ilt let it g o . N a y , y o u  m u st n o t o n ly  h a v e th e tru th  receiv ed  b y  lo v e in to
y o u r h ea rt, b u t, a s th e a p o stle sp ea k s, y o u  m u st a lso  "h o ld  fa st th e fo rm  o f
so u n d  w o rd s." S crip tu re w o rd s a re so u n d  w o rd s; th e S crip tu re-m eth o d  o f
tea ch in g  is so u n d  a n d  w h o leso m e. T h ere m a y  b e u n so u n d  w o rd s u sed  in
ex p ressin g  tru e m a tter; a n d  if a  m a n  sh a ll g iv e lib erty  to  h is o w n
lu x u ria n t im a g in a tio n  to  ex p a tia te in  n o tio n s a n d  ex p ressio n s, eith er to
ca tch  th e ea r o f th e v u lg a r, o r to  a p p ea r so m e n ew  d isco v erer o f lig h t a n d
g o sp el-m y steries, h e m a y  a s rea d ily  fa ll in to  erro r a n d  d a rk n ess, a s in to
tru th  a n d  lig h t. S o m e m en  d o  b u sk  u p  o ld  tru th s, S crip tu re tru th s, in to
so m e n ew  d ress o f la n g u a g e a n d  n o tio n s, a n d  th en  g iv e th em  o u t fo r n ew
d isco v eries, n ew  lig h ts; b u t in  so  d o in g , th ey  o ften  h a za rd  th e lo sin g  o f th e
tru th  itself. W e sh o u ld  b ew a re a n d  ta k e h eed  o f stra n g e w o rd s th a t h a v e
th e lea st a p p ea ra n ce o f ev il, su ch  a s Christed a n d  Godded. L et u s th in k  it
en o u g h  to  b e w ise a cco rd in g  to  th e S crip tu res, a n d  su sp ect a ll th a t a s
v a in , em p ty , u n so u n d , th a t ten d s n o t to  th e in crea se o f fa ith  in  C h rist a n d
lo v e a n d  o b ed ien ce u n to  h im ; a s o rd in a rily  th e d ia lect o f th o se ca lled
A n tin o m ia n s is. G iv in g , a n d  n o t g ra n tin g , th a t th ey  h a d  n o  u n so u n d
m in d , y et I a m  su re th ey  u se u n so u n d  w o rd s to  ex p ress so u n d  m a tter.
T h e clo th es sh o u ld  b e sh a p ed  to  th e p erso n . T ru th  is p la in  a n d  sim p le; let
w o rd s o f tru th  a lso  b e fu ll o f sim p licity . I sa y  n o  m o re, b u t lea v e th a t u p o n



y o u , th a t y o u  h o ld  fa st ev en  th e v ery  w o rd s o f th e S crip tu res, a n d  b e n o t
b ew itch ed  b y  th e v a in  p reten sio n s o f sp irit,ð a ll sp irit,ð p u re a n d  sp iritu a l
serv ice,ð a n d  su ch  lik e, to  th e ca stin g  o ff o f th e w o rd  o f tru th , a s letter, a s
flesh. A n d  su ch  is th e h ig h  a tta in m en t o f so m e in  th ese d a y s; a n  h ig h
a tta in m en t in d eed , a n d  a  m ig h ty  p ro g ress in  th e w a y  to  d estru ctio n ,ð th e
v ery  la st d isco v ery  o f th a t A n tich rist a n d  m a n  o f sin . O h , m a k e m u ch  o f
th e S crip tu re, fo r y o u  sh a ll n eith er rea d  n o r h ea r th e lik e o f it in  th e
w o rld ! O th er b o o k s m a y  h a v e so u n d  m a tter, b u t th ere is still so m eth in g ,
in  m a n n er o r w o rd s, u n so u n d . N o  m a n  ca n  sp ea k  to  y o u  tru th  in  su ch
p la in n ess a n d  sim p licity , in  su ch  so u n d n ess a lso . B u t h ere is b o th  so u n d
m a tter, a n d  so u n d  w o rd s; th e tru th  h o ld en  o u t tru ly ; h ea lth  a n d  sa lv a tio n
h o ld en  o u t in  a s w h o leso m e a  m a tter a s is p o ssib le. M a tter a n d  m a n n er
a re b o th  d iv in e.

L E C T U R E  V II.
O F  T H E  N A M E  O F  G O D .

E X O D . 3 .13 , 14 . "And M oses said unto God, Behold, w hen I com e unto
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them , The God of your fathers
hath sent m e unto you; and they shall say to m e, W hat is his nam e?
w hat shall I say unto them ? And God said unto M oses, I AM  TH AT I
AM : and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent m e unto you."

W E  a re n o w  a b o u t th is q u estio n , W h a t G o d  is. B u t w h o  ca n  a n sw er it? O r,
if a n sw ered , w h o  ca n  u n d ersta n d  it? It sh o u ld  a sto n ish  u s in  th e v ery
en try  to  th in k  th a t w e a re a b o u t to  sp ea k  a n d  to  h ea r o f h is m a jesty ,
w h o m  'ey e h a th  n o t seen , n o r ea r h ea rd ,' n o r h a th  it en tered  in to  th e
h ea rt o f a n y  crea tu re to  co n sid er w h a t h e is. T h in k  y e th a t b lin d  m en
co u ld  h a v e a  p ertin en t d isco u rse o f lig h t a n d  co lo u rs? W o u ld  th ey  fo rm
a n y  su ita b le n o tio n  o f th a t th ey  h a d  n ev er seen , a n d  w h ich  ca n n o t b e
k n o w n  b u t b y  seein g ? W h a t a n  ig n o ra n t sp eech  w o u ld  a  d ea f m a n  m a k e
o f so u n d  w h ich  a  m a n  ca n n o t so  m u ch  a s k n o w  w h a t it is b u t b y  h ea rin g
o f it? H o w  th en  ca n  w e sp ea k  o f G o d  w h o  d w ells in  su ch  in a ccessib le
lig h t, th a t, th o u g h  w e h a d  o u r ey es o p en ed , y et th ey  a re fa r less
p ro p o rtio n ed  to  th a t resp len d en t b rig h tn ess, th a n  a  b lin d  ey e is to  th e
su n 's lig h t?



It u ses to  b e a  q u estio n , If th ere b e a  G o d ? O r, h o w  it m a y  b e k n o w n  th a t
th ere is a  G o d ? It w ere a lm o st b la sp h em y  to  m o v e su ch  a  q u estio n , if
th ere w ere n o t so  m u ch  A th eism  in  th e h ea rts o f m en , w h ich  m a k es u s
eith er to  d o u b t, o r n o t firm ly  to  b eliev e a n d  serio u sly  to  co n sid er it. B u t
w h a t m a y  co n v in ce so u ls o f th e D iv in e M a jesty ? T ru ly , I th in k , if it b e n o t
ev id en t b y  its o w n  b rig h tn ess, a ll th e rea so n  th a t ca n  b e b ro u g h t is b u t
lik e a  ca n d le's-lig h t to  see th e su n  b y ! Y et, b eca u se o f o u r w ea k n ess, th e
L o rd  sh in es u p o n  u s in  th e crea tu res, a s in  a  g la ss; a n d  th is is b eco m e th e
b est w a y  to  ta k e u p  th e g lo rio u s b rig h tn ess o f h is m a jesty , b y  reflectio n  in
h is w o rd  a n d  w o rk s. G o d  h im self d w ells in  'lig h t in a ccessib le, th a t n o  m a n
ca n  a p p ro a ch  u n to ;' if a n y  lo o k  stra ig h t to  th a t S u n  o f R ig h teo u sn ess, h e
sh a ll b e a sto n ish ed  a n d  a m a zed , a n d  see n o  m o re th a n  in  th e v ery
d a rk n ess. B u t th e b est w a y  to  b eh o ld  th e su n  is to  lo o k  a t it in  a  p a il o f
w a ter; a n d  th e su rest w a y  to  k n o w  G o d  b y , is to  ta k e h im  u p  in  a  sta te o f
h u m ilia tio n  a n d  co n d escen sio n , a s th e su n  in  th e ra in b o w , in  h is w o rd
a n d  w o rk s, w h ich  a re m irro rs o f th e d iv in e p o w er a n d  g o o d n ess, a n d  d o
reflect u p o n  th e h ea rts a n d  ey es o f a ll m en  th e b ea m s o f th a t u n crea ted
lig h t. If th is b e n o t th e 'sp eech ,' th a t 'd a y  u ttereth  u n to  d a y , a n d  n ig h t
u n to  n ig h t,' "O n e self-B ein g  g a v e m e a  b ein g ;" a n d  if th o u  h ea r n o t th a t
la n g u a g e th a t is 'g o n e o u t in to  a ll th e ea rth ,' a n d  b e n o t, a s it w ere, n o ised
a n d  p o ssessed  w ith  a ll th e so u n d s o f ev ery  th in g  a b o u t th ee, a b o v e th ee,
b en ea th  th ee, y ea , a n d  w ith in  th ee, a ll sin g in g  a  m elo d io u s so n g  to  th a t
ex cellen t n a m e w h ich  is a b o v e a ll n a m es, a n d  co n sp irin g  to  g iv e
testim o n y  to  th e fo u n ta in  o f th eir b ein g : if th is, I sa y , b e n o t so  sen sib le
u n to  th ee a s if a  to n g u e a n d  a  v o ice w ere g iv en  to  ev ery  crea tu re to
ex p ress it, th en , in d eed , w e n eed  n o t rea so n  th e b u sin ess w ith  th ee w h o
h a st lo st th y  sen ses. D o  b u t, I sa y , retire in w a rd ly , a n d  a sk  in  so b riety  a n d
sa d n ess, w h a t th y  co n scien ce th in k s o f it; a n d  u n d o u b ted ly  it sh a ll
co n fess a  d iv in e m a jesty ; o r a t lea st trem b le a t th e a p p reh en sio n  o f w h a t
it eith er w ill n o t co n fess o r slen d erly  b eliev es. T h e v ery  ev id en ce o f tru th
sh a ll ex to rt a n  a ck n o w led g m en t fro m  it. If a n y  m a n  d en ied  th e d iv in e
m a jesty , I w o u ld  seek  n o  o th er a rg u m en t to  p ersu a d e h im  th a n  w h a t w a s
u sed  to  co n v in ce a n  o ld  p h ilo so p h er w h o  d en ied  th e fire: th ey  p u t h is
h a n d  in  it till h e felt it. S o , I sa y , retu rn  w ith in  to  th y  o w n  co n scien ce, a n d
th o u  sh a lt fin d  th e sco rch in g  h ea t o f th a t D iv in e M a jesty  b u rn in g  it u p ,
w h o m  th o u  w o u ld st n o t co n fess. T h ere is a n  in w a rd  feelin g  a n d  sen se o f



G o d  th a t is im p rin ted  in  ev ery  so u l b y  n a tu re th a t lea v es n o  m a n  w ith o u t
su ch  a  testim o n y  o f G o d , th a t m a k es h im  'w ith o u t ex cu se;' th ere is n o
m a n  so  im p io u s, so  a th eistica l, b u t w h eth er h e w ill o r n o t, h e sh a ll feel a t
so m e tim es th a t w h ich  h e lo v es n o t to  k n o w  o r co n sid er o f; so  th a t w h a t
rest secu re co n scien ces h a v e fro m  th e fea r a n d  terro r o f G o d , it is lik e th e
sleep  o f a  d ru n k en  m a n , w h o , ev en  w h en  h e sleep s, d o es n o t rest q u ietly .

N o w , a lth o u g h  th is in w a rd  sta m p  o f a  D eity  b e en g ra v en  o n  th e m in d s o f
a ll, a n d  ev ery  crea tu re w ith o u t h a v e so m e m a rk s o f h is g lo ry  sta m p ed  o n
th em , so  th a t a ll th in g s a  m a n  ca n  b eh o ld  a b o v e h im , o r a b o u t h im , o r
b en ea th  h im , th e m o st m ea n  a n d  in co n sid era b le crea tu res, a re p ea rls a n d
tra n sp a ren t sto n es th a t ca st a b ro a d  th e ra y s o f th a t g lo rio u s b rig h tn ess
w h ich  sh in es o n  th em ; a s if a  m a n  w ere en clo sed  in to  a  city  b u ilt a ll o f
p recio u s sto n es, th a t in  th e su n sh in e a ll a n d  ev ery  p a rcel o f it, th e streets,
th e h o u ses, th e ro o fs, th e w in d o w s, a ll o f it, reflected  in to  h is ey es th o se
su n b ea m s in  su ch  a  m a n n er a s if a ll h a d  b een  o n e m irro r:ð th o u g h , I sa y ,
th is b e so , y et su ch  is th e b lo ck ish n ess a n d  stu p id ity  o f m en  th a t th ey  d o
n o t, fo r a ll th is, co n sid er o f th e g lo rio u s C rea to r; so  th a t a ll th ese la m p s
seem  to  b e lig h ted  in  v a in  to  sh o w  fo rth  h is g lo ry ; w h ich , th o u g h  th ey  d o
ev ery  w a y  d isp la y  th eir b ea m s u p o n  u s, th a t w e ca n  tu rn  o u r ey e n o w h ere
b u t su ch  a  ra y  sh a ll p en etra te it, y et w e eith er d o  n o t co n sid er it, o r th e
co n sid era tio n  o f it ta k es n o t su ch  d eep  ro o t a s to  lea d  h o m e to  G o d .
T h erefo re th e S crip tu re ca lls a ll n a tu ra l m en  a th eists: T h ey  h a v e 'sa id  in
th eir h ea rt, th ere is n o  G o d ,' P sa lm  14 .1. A ll m en  a lm o st co n fess a  G o d
w ith  th eir m o u th , a n d  th in k  th ey  b eliev e in  h im ; b u t a la s! b eh o ld  th eir
a ctio n s a n d  h ea rts, w h a t testim o n y  th ey  g iv e; fo r a  m a n 's w a lk in g  a n d
co n v ersa tio n  is lik e a n  ey e-w itn ess, th a t o n e o f th em  d eserv es m o re cred it
th a n  ten  ea r-w itn esses o f p ro fessio n s,ð Plus valet oculatus testis unus,
quam  auriti decem . N o w , I m a y  a sk  o f y o u , w h a t w o u ld  y e d o , h o w  w o u ld
y e w a lk , if y e b eliev ed  th ere w ere n o  G o d ? W o u ld  y e b e m o re d isso lu te
a n d  p ro fa n e, a n d  m o re v o id  o f relig io n ? W o u ld  n o t h u m a n  la w s b in d  y o u
a s m u ch  in  th a t ca se a s th ey  n o w  d o ? F o r th a t is a lm o st a ll th e restra in t
th a t is u p o n  m a n y ,ð th e fea r o f tem p o ra l p u n ish m en t, o r sh a m e a m o n g
m en . S et y o u r w a lk in g  b esid e a  h ea th en 's co n v ersa tio n , a n d  sa v e th a t y o u
sa y , y e b eliev e in  th e tru e G o d , a n d  h e d en ies h im , th ere is n o  d ifferen ce.
Y o u r tra n sg ressio n s sp ea k  lo u d er th a n  y o u r p ro fessio n s, 'th a t th ere is n o
fea r o f G o d  b efo re y o u r ey es,' P sa lm  3 6 .1. Y o u r p ra ctice b elies y o u r



p ro fessio n ; y o u  'p ro fess th a t y o u  k n o w  G o d ; b u t in  w o rk s y o u  d en y  h im ,'
sa ith  P a u l, T it. 1.16 . Ore quod dicitis, opere negatis.

In  th e w o rd s rea d  in  y o u r a u d ien ce, y o u  h a v e a  stra n g e q u estio n , a n d  a
stra n g e a n sw er; a  q u estio n  o f M o ses, a n d  a n  a n sw er o f G o d . T h e o cca sio n
o f it w a s th e L o rd 's g iv in g  to  M o ses a  stra n g e a n d  u n co u th  m essa g e. H e
w a s g iv in g  h im  co m m issio n  to  g o  a n d  sp ea k  to  a  k in g  to  d ism iss a n d  let
g o  six  h u n d red  th o u sa n d  o f h is su b jects; a n d  to  sp ea k  to  a  n u m ero u s
n a tio n  to  d ep a rt fro m  th eir o w n  d w ellin g s, a n d  co m e o u t w h ith er th e
L o rd  sh o u ld  lea d  th em . M ig h t n o t M o ses th en  sa y  w ith in  h im self, "'W h o
a m  I,' to  sp ea k  su ch  a  th in g  to  a  k in g ? W h o  a m  I, to  lea d  o u t su ch  a
m ig h ty  p eo p le? W h o  w ill b eliev e th a t th o u  h a st sen t m e? W ill n o t a ll m en
ca ll m e a  d eceiv er, a n  en th u sia stica l fello w , th a t ta k e u p o n  m e su ch  a
th in g ?" W ell th en , sa ith  M o ses to  th e L o rd ,ð "L o rd , w h en  I sh a ll sa y , th a t
th e G o d  o f th eir fa th ers sen t m e u n to  th em , th ey  w ill n o t b eliev e m e; th ey
h a v e n o w  fo rg o tten  th y  m a jesty , a n d  th in k  th a t th o u  a rt b u t ev en  lik e th e
v a n ities o f th e n a tio n s; th ey  ca n n o t k n o w  th eir o w n  p o rtio n  fro m  o th er
n a tio n s' v a in  id o ls; w h ich  th ey  h a v e g iv en  th e sa m e n a m e u n to , a n d  ca ll
g o d s a s w ell a s th o u  a rt ca lled . N o w  th erefo re," sa y s h e, "w h en  th ey  a sk
m e w h a t th y  p ro p er n a m e is b y  w h ich  th o u  a rt d istin g u ish ed  fro m  a ll
id o ls, a n d  a ll th e w o rk s o f th in e o w n  h a n d s, a n d  o f m en 's h a n d s, w h a t
sh a ll I sa y  u n to  th em ? H ere is th e q u estio n ." B u t w h y  a sk est th o u  m y
n a m e? sa ith  th e L o rd  to  J a co b , G en . 3 2 .2 9 . Im p o rtin g , th a t it is h ig h
p resu m p tio n  a n d  b o ld  cu rio sity  to  sea rch  su ch  a  w o n d er. A sk  n o t m y
n a m e, sa ith  th e a n g el to  M a n o a h , fo r 'it is secret' o r w o n d erfu l, J u d g es
13 .18 . It is a  m y stery , a  h id d en  m y stery , n o t fo r w a n t o f lig h t, b u t fo r to o
m u ch  lig h t. It is a  secret; it is w o n d erfu l; o u t o f th e rea ch  o f a ll crea ted
ca p a city . T h o u  sh a ll ca ll h is n a m e 'W o n d erfu l,' Isa . 9 .6 . W h a t n a m e ca n
ex p ress th a t in co m p reh en sib le M a jesty ? T h e m in d  is m o re
co m p reh en siv e th a n  w o rd s, b u t th e m in d  a n d  so u l is to o  n a rro w  to
co n ceiv e h im . O  th en ! h o w  sh o rt a  g a rm en t m u st a ll w o rd s, th e m o st
sig n ifica n t a n d  co m p reh en siv e a n d  su p erla tiv e w o rd s b e? S o lo m o n 's so u l
a n d  h ea rt w a s en la rg ed  a s th e sa n d  o f th e sea , b u t O  it is n o t la rg e en o u g h
fo r th e C rea to r o f it! 'W h a t is h is n a m e, a n d  w h a t is h is S o n 's n a m e, if
th o u  ca n st tell?' P ro v . 3 0 .4 . T h e L o rd  h im self ex p resses it to  o u r ca p a city ,
b eca u se w e a re n o t ca p a b le o f w h a t h e ca n  ex p ress, m u ch  less o f w h a t h e
is. If h e sh o u ld  sp ea k  to  u s o f h im self a s h e is, O , it sh o u ld  b e 'd a rk



sa y in g s,' h id  fro m  th e u n d ersta n d in g s o f a ll liv in g ! W e co u ld  rea ch  n o
m o re o f it, b u t th a t it is a  w o n d er, a  secret. H ere is th e h ig h est a tta in m en t
o f o u r k n o w led g e, to  k n o w  th ere is so m e m y stery  in  it, b u t n o t w h a t th a t
m y stery  is. C h rist h a th  a  n a m e a b o v e a ll n a m es, h o w  th en  ca n  w e k n o w
th a t n a m e? It w a s w ell sa id  b y  so m e o f o ld , D eus est p o lu w n u m o V  , a n d
y et a n w n u m o V  , m ultorum  nom inum , et tam en nullius nom inis; h e h a th
a ll n a m es, a n d  y et, h e h a th  n o  n a m e; quia est om nia, et tam en nihil
om nium , b eca u se h e is a ll in  a ll, a n d  y et n o n e o f a ll; D eus est quod vides,
et quod non vides. Y o u  m a y  ca ll h im  b y  a ll th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s, fo r
th ese a re b ea m s o f h is u n crea ted  lig h t, a n d  strea m s o f h is in ex h a u stib le
sea  o f g o o d n ess, so  th a t w h a tev er p erfectio n  is in  th em , a ll th a t is
em in en tly , y ea , in fin itely  in  h im . T h erefo re sa ith  C h rist, 'T h ere is o n e
g o o d , ev en  G o d :' a n d  h e ca lls h im self 'th e lig h t o f life;' a n d  th erefo re y o u
h a v e so  m a n y  n a m es o f G o d  in  S crip tu re. T h ere is n o  q u a lity , n o  p ro p erty ,
o r v irtu e, th a t h a th  th e lea st sh a d o w  o f g o o d n ess, b u t h e is th a t
essen tia lly , rea lly , etern a lly , a n d  p rin cip a lly ; so  th a t th e crea tu re d eserv es
n o t su ch  n a m es b u t a s th ey  p a rticip a te o f h is fu lln ess. H e is 'th e tru e
lig h t,' th e tru e life; th e su n  is n o t th a t tru e lig h t, th o u g h  it g iv e lig h t to  th e
m o o n  a n d  to  m en , fo r it b o rro w s its lig h t a n d  sh in in g  fro m  h im . A ll
crea tu res a re a n d  sh in e b u t b y  reflectio n ; th erefo re th ese n a m es d o  a g ree
to  th em  b u t b y  a  m eta p h o r, so  to  sp ea k ; th e p ro p riety  a n d  tru th  o f th em  is
in  h im . A s it is b u t a  b o rro w ed  k in d  o f sp eech  to  ca ll a  p ictu re o r im a g e a
m a n ð o n ly  b eca u se o f th e rep resen ta tio n  a n d  lik en ess to  h im  it
co m m u n ica tes in  o n e n a m e w ith  h im ð ev en  so  in  so m e m a n n er, th e
crea tu res a re b u t so m e sh a d o w s, p ictu res, o r resem b la n ces, a n d  eq u iv o ca l
sh a p es o f G o d ; a n d  w h a tev er n a m e th ey  h a v e, o f g o o d , w ise, stro n g ,
b ea u tifu l, tru e, o r su ch  lik e, it is b o rro w ed  sp eech  fro m  G o d  w h o se im a g e
th ey  h a v e. A n d  y et p o o r v a in  m a n  w o u ld  b e w ise,ð th o u g h t w ise rea lly ,
in trin sica lly  in  h im self, a n d  p ro p erly ,ð ca lls h im self so ; w h ich  is a s g rea t
a n  a b u se o f la n g u a g e a s if th e p ictu re sh o u ld  ca ll itself a  tru e a n d  liv in g
m a n . B u t th en , a s y o u  m a y  ca ll h im  a ll th in g s, b eca u se h e is em in en tly
a n d  g lo rio u sly  a ll th a t is in  a ll, th e fo u n ta in  a n d  en d  o f a ll; y et w e m u st
a g a in  d en y  th a t h e is a n y  o f th ese th in g s, U nus om nia, et nihil om nium .
W e ca n  fin d  n o  n a m e to  h im ; o r w h a t ca n  y o u  ca ll h im , w h en  y o u  h a v e
sa id , 'H e is lig h t?' Y o u  ca n  fo rm  n o  o th er n o tio n  o f h im  b u t fro m  th e
resem b la n ce o f th is crea ted  lig h t. B u t a la s! th a t h e is n o t; h e a s in fin itely
tra n scen d s th a t, a n d  is d ista n t fro m  it, a s if h e h a d  n ev er m a d e it



a cco rd in g  to  h is lik en ess. H is n a m e is a b o v e a ll th ese n a m es; b u t w h a t it
is h im self k n o w s, a n d  k n o w s o n ly .

If y e a sk  w h a t h e is, w e m a y  g la n ce a t so m e n o tio n s a n d  ex p ressio n s to
h o ld  h im  o u t. In  rela tio n  to  th e crea tu res, w e m a y  ca ll h im  C rea to r,
R ed eem er, L ig h t, L ife, O m n ip o ten t, G o o d , M ercifu l, J u st, a n d  su ch  lik e:
b u t if y o u  a sk , w h a t is h is p ro p er n a m e in  rela tio n  to  h im self, ipse novit,
h im self k n o w s th a t, w e m u st b e silen t, a n d  silen ce in  su ch  a  su b ject is th e
ra rest elo q u en ce. B u t let u s h ea r w h a t th e L o rd  h im self sp ea k s, in  a n sw er
to  th is q u estio n . If a n y  ca n  tell, su re h e h im self k n o w s h is o w n  n a m e b est.
"'I a m  (sa ith  h e) w h a t I a m .' Sum  qui sum . 'G o  tell th em  th a t I A M  h a th
sen t th ee.'" A  stra n g e a n sw er, b u t a n  a n sw er o n ly  p ertin en t fo r su ch  a
q u estio n . W h a t sh o u ld  M o ses m a k e o f th is? W h a t is h e th e w iser o f h is
a sk in g ? In d eed  h e m ig h t b e th e w iser; it m ig h t tea ch  h im  m o re b y  silen ce
th a n  a ll h u m a n  elo q u en ce co u ld  in stru ct h im  b y  sp ea k in g . H is q u estio n
w a s cu rio u s, a n d  b eh o ld  a n  a n sw er sh o rt a n d  d a rk , to  co n fo u n d  v a in  a n d
p resu m p tu o u s m o rta lity ,ð 'I a m  w h a t I a m ;' a n  a n sw er th a t d o es n o t
sa tisfy  cu rio sity , fo r it lea v es ro o m  fo r th e first q u estio n , a n d  W h a t a rt
th o u ? B u t a b u n d a n t to  silen ce fa ith  a n d  so b riety , th a t it sh a ll a sk  n o
m o re, b u t sit d o w n  a n d  w o n d er.

T h ere a re th ree th in g s I co n ceiv e im p o rted  in  th is n a m e: G o d 's
u n sea rch a b len ess, G o d 's u n ch a n g ea b len ess, a n d  G o d 's a b so lu ten ess. H is
in effa b ility , h is etern ity , a n d  h is so v ereig n ty  a n d  in d ep en d en t
su b sisten ce, u p o n  w h o m  a ll o th er th in g s d ep en d . I sa y ,

1. H is u n sea rch a b len ess. Y o u  k n o w  it is o u r m a n n er o f sp eech  w h en  w e
w o u ld  co v er a n y  th in g  fro m  a n y , a n d  n o t a n sw er a n y  th in g  d istin ctly  to
th em , w e sa y , "It is w h a t it is; I h a v e sa id  w h a t I h a v e sa id ; I w ill n o t m a k e
y o u  w iser o f it." H ere th en  is th e fittest n o tio n  y o u  ca n  ta k e u p  G o d  in to ,
to  fin d  h im  u n sea rch a b le b ey o n d  a ll u n d ersta n d in g , b ey o n d  a ll sp ea k in g .
T h e m o re y e sp ea k  o r th in k , to  fin d  h im  a lw a y s b ey o n d  w h a t y e sp ea k  o r
th in k ; w h a tev er y o u  d isco v er o f h im , to  co n ceiv e th a t in fin iten ess is
b ey o n d  th a t; ad finem  cujus pertransire non potest; th e en d  o f w h ich  y o u
ca n n o t rea ch ; th a t h e is a n  u n m ea su ra b le d ep th , a  b o u n d less o cea n  o f
p erfectio n ; th a t y o u  ca n  n eith er so u n d  th e b o tto m  o f it, n o r fin d  th e
b rea d th  o f it! C a n  a  ch ild  w a d e th e sea , o r ta k e it u p  in  th e h o llo w  o f its
h a n d ? W h en ev er a n y  th in g  o f G o d  is seen , h e is seen  a  w o n d er;



'W o n d erfu l' is th e n a m e h e is k n o w n  b y . A ll o u r k n o w led g e rea ch eth  n o
fa rth er th a n  a d m ira tio n . 'W h o  is lik e u n to  th ee?' E x o d . 15 .11. P sa lm
8 9 .6 ,7 ; a n d  a d m ira tio n  sp ea k s ig n o ra n ce. T h e g rea test a tta in m en t o f
k n o w led g e rea ch eth  b u t to  su ch  a  q u estio n  a s th is, W h o  is lik e to  th ee? to
k n o w  o n ly  th a t h e is n o t lik e a n y  o th er th in g  th a t w e k n o w , b u t n o t to
k n o w  w h a t h e is. A n d  th e d ifferen t d eg rees o f k n o w led g e a re b u t in  m o re
a d m ira tio n  o r less a t h is u n co n ceiv a b len ess, a n d  in  m o re o r less a ffectio n
ex p ressed  in  su ch  p a th etic in terro g a tio n s, O  w h o  is lik e th e L o rd ? H o w
ex cellen t is h is n a m e? H ere is th e g rea test d eg ree o f sa in ts' k n o w led g e
h ere-a w a y , to  a sk  w ith  a d m ira tio n  a n d  a ffectio n  su ch  a  q u estio n  th a t n o
a n sw er ca n  b e g iv en  to , o r n o n e th a t w e ca n  co n ceiv e o r u n d ersta n d  so  a s
to  sa tisfy  w o n d erin g , b u t su ch  a s still m o re in crea seth  it. T h ere is n o
o th er su b ject b u t y o u  m a y  ex ceed  it in  a p p reh en sio n s a n d  in  ex p ressio n s.
O  h o w  o ften  a re m en 's so n g s a n d  th o u g h ts a n d  d isco u rses a b o v e th e
m a tter! B u t h ere is a  su b ject th a t th ere is n o  ex cess in to ; n a y , th ere is n o
a ccess u n to  it, let b e ex cess in  it. Im a g in a tio n  th a t ca n  tra n scen d  th e
crea ted  h ea v en s a n d  ea rth , a n d  fa n cy  to  itself m illio n s o f n ew  w o rld s,
ev ery  o n e ex ceed in g  a n o th er, a n d  a ll o f th em  ex ceed in g  th is in  p erfectio n ,
y et it ca n  d o  n o th in g  h ere. T h a t w h ich  a t o n e in sta n t ca n  p a ss fro m  th e
o n e en d  o f h ea v en  to  th e o th er, w a lk  a b o u t th e circu m feren ce o f th e
h ea v en s, a n d  tra v el o v er th e b rea d th  o f th e sea , y et it ca n  d o  n o th in g  h ere.
'C a n st th o u  b y  sea rch in g  fin d  o u t G o d ?' J o b  11.7 . Im a g in a tio n  ca n n o t
tra v el in  th ese b o u n d s, fo r h is cen tre is ev ery w h ere, a n d  h is
circu m feren ce n o w h ere, a s a n  o ld  p h ilo so p h er sp ea k s o f G o d : D eus est,
cujus centrum  est ubique, circum ferentia nusquam . H o w  sh a ll it th en
fin d  h im  o u t? T h ere is n o th in g  su re h ere, b u t to  lo se o u rselv es in  a
m y stery , a n d  to  fo llo w  h is m a jesty  till w e b e sw a llo w ed  u p  w ith  a n ð O
altitudo! O  th e d ep th  a n d  h eig h t a n d  len g th  a n d  b rea d th  o f G o d ! O  th e
d ep th  o f h is w isd o m ! O  th e h eig h t o f h is p o w er! O  th e b rea d th  o f h is lo v e!
A n d  O  th e len g th  o f h is etern ity ! It is n o t rea so n  a n d  d isp u ta tio n , sa ith
B ern a rd , w ill co m p reh en d  th ese, b u t h o lin ess; a n d  th a t b y  stretch in g  o u t
th e a rm s o f fea r a n d  lo v e, rev eren ce a n d  a ffectio n . W h a t m o re d rea d fu l
th a n  p o w er th a t ca n n o t b e resisted , a n d  w isd o m  th a t n o n e ca n  b e h id
fro m ? a n d  w h a t m o re lo v ely  th a n  th e lo v e w h erew ith  h e h a th  so  lo v ed  u s,
a n d  h is u n ch a n g ea b len ess w h ich  a d m its o f n o  su sp icio n ? O  fea r h im  w h o
h a th  a  h a n d  th a t d o th  a ll, a n d  a n  ey e th a t b eh o ld s a ll th in g s; a n d  lo v e h im
w h o  h a th  so  lo v ed  u s, a n d  ca n n o t ch a n g e! G o d  h a th  b een  th e su b ject o f



th e d isco u rses a n d  d eb a tes o f m en  in  a ll a g es; b u t o h ! Quam , longe est in
rebus qui est tam  com m unis in vocibus? H o w  little a  p o rtio n  h a v e m en
u n d ersto o d  o f h im ? H o w  h a th  h e b een  h id  fro m  th e ey es o f a ll liv in g ?
E v ery  a g e m u st g iv e th is testim o n y  o f h im ,ð w e h a v e h ea rd  o f h is fa m e,
b u t h e is h id  fro m  th e ey es o f a ll liv in g . I th in k , th a t p h ilo so p h er th a t to o k
it to  h is a d v isem en t, sa id  m o re in  silen ce th a n  a ll m en  h a v e d o n e in
sp ea k in g . S im o n id es b ein g  a sk ed  b y  H iero , a  k in g , w h a t G o d  w a s, a sk ed  a
d a y  to  d elib era te in  a n d  th in k  u p o n  it. W h en  th e k in g  so u g h t a n  a cco u n t
o f h is m ed ita tio n  a b o u t it, h e d esired  y et tw o  d a y s m o re; a n d  so  a s o ft a s
th e k in g  a sk ed  h im , h e still d o u b led  th e n u m b er o f th e d a y s in  w h ich  h e
m ig h t a d v ise u p o n  it. T h e k in g  w o n d erin g  a t th is, a sk ed  w h a t h e m ea n t b y
th o se d ela y s: sa ith  h e, Quanto m agis considero, tanto m agis obscurior
m ihi videtur,ð "th e m o re I th in k  o n  h im , h e is th e m o re d a rk  a n d
u n k n o w n  to  m e." T h is w a s m o re rea l k n o w led g e th a n  th e m a n y  su b tile
d isp u ta tio n s o f th o se m en  w h o , b y  th eir p o o r sh ell o f fin ite ca p a city  a n d
rea so n , p resu m e to  em p ty  th e o cea n  o f G o d 's in fin iten ess, b y  fin d in g  o u t
a n sw ers to  a ll th e o b jectio n s o f ca rn a l rea so n  a g a in st a ll th o se m y steries
a n d  rid d les o f th e D eity . I p ro fess, I k n o w  n o th in g  ca n  sa tisfy  rea so n  in
th is b u sin ess, b u t to  lea d  it ca p tiv e to  th e o b ed ien ce o f fa ith , a n d  to
silen ce it w ith  th e fa ith  o f a  m y stery  w h ich  w e k n o w  n o t. P a u l's a n sw er is
o n e fo r a ll, a n d  b etter th a n  a ll th e sy llo g ism s o f su ch  m en , 'W h o  a rt th o u ,
O  m a n ! w h o  d isp u test?' D isp u te th o u : I w ill b eliev e. U t intelligatur,
tacendum  est. S ilen ce o n ly  ca n  g et so m e a cco u n t o f G o d ; q u iet a n d
h u m b le ig n o ra n ce in  th e a d m ira tio n  o f su ch  a  m a jesty  is th e p ro fo u n d est
k n o w led g e. N on est m irum  si ignoretur, m ajoris esset adm irationis si
sciatur. It is n o  w o n d er th a t G o d  is n o t k n o w n ; a ll th e w o n d er w ere to
k n o w  a n d  co m p reh en d  su ch  a  w o n d er, su ch  a  m y stery . It is a  w o n d er
in d eed , th a t h e is n o t m o re k n o w n , b u t w h en  I sa y  so , I m ea n  th a t h e is
n o t m o re w o n d ered  a t b eca u se h e is p a ssin g  k n o w led g e. If o u r ey es o f
flesh  ca n n o t see a n y  th in g  a lm o st w h en  th ey  lo o k  stra ig h t a n d  stea d fa stly
u p o n  th e su n , O  w h a t ca n  th e ey e o f th e so u l b eh o ld , w h en  it is fix ed  u p o n
th e co n sid era tio n  o f th a t sh in in g  a n d  g lo rio u s m a jesty ! W ill n o t th a t v ery
lig h t b e a s d a rk n ess to  it, th a t it sh a ll b e a s it w ere d a rk n ess a n d  d a zzled
w ith  a  th ick  m ist o f lig h t in  superlucente caligine,ð co n fo u n d ed  w ith  th a t
resp len d en t d a rk n ess? It is sa id  th a t th e L o rd  'co v ers h im self w ith  lig h t a s
w ith  a  g a rm en t,' P sa lm  10 4 .2 ; a n d  y et 'clo u d s a n d  d a rk n ess a re ro u n d
a b o u t h im ,' P sa lm  9 7 .2 ; a n d  h e m a k es d a rk n ess h is [co v erin g ] secret



p la ce, P sa lm  18 .11. H is in a ccessib le lig h t is th is g lo rio u s d a rk n ess, th a t
strik es th e ey es o f m en  b lin d ; a s in  th e d a rk n ess, th e su n 's lig h t is th e
n ig h t-o w l's n ig h t a n d  d a rk n ess. W h en  a  so u l ca n  fin d  n o  b etter w a y  to
k n o w  h im  b y , th a n  b y  th ese n a m es a n d  n o tio n s b y  w h ich  w e d en y  o u r
o w n  k n o w led g e, w h en  it h a th  co n ceiv ed  a ll o f h im  it ca n , th en , a s b ein g
o v erco m e w ith  th a t d a zzlin g  b rig h tn ess o f h is g lo ry , to  th in k  h im
in co n ceiv a b le a n d  to  ex p ress h im  in  su ch  term s a s w ith a l ex p resses o u r
ig n o ra n ce. T h ere is n o  n a m e a g rees m o re to  G o d , th a n  th a t w h ich  sa ith ,
w e ca n n o t n a m e h im , w e ca n n o t k n o w  h im , su ch  a s in v isib le,
in co m p reh en sib le, in fin ite, & c. T h is, S o cra tes, a n  h ea th en , p ro fessed  to
b e a ll h is k n o w led g e, th a t h e k n ew  h e d id  k n o w  n o th in g , a n d  th erefo re h e
p rea ch ed  a n  u n k n o w n  G o d  to  th e A th en ia n s, to  w h o m , a fter, th ey  erected
a n  a lta r w ith  th a t in scrip tio n , 'T o  th e u n k n o w n  G o d .' I co n fess, in d eed ,
th e m o st p a rt o f o u r d isco u rses, o f o u r p erfo rm a n ces, h a v e su ch  a  w ritin g
o n  th em , 'to  th e u n k n o w n  G o d !' b eca u se w e th in k  w e k n o w  h im , a n d  so
w e k n o w  n o th in g . B u t o h ! th a t C h ristia n s h a d  so  m u ch  k n o w led g e o f G o d ,
so  m u ch  tru e w isd o m , a s so lid ly , a n d  w illin g ly  to  co n fess in  o u r so u ls o u r
o w n  ig n o ra n ce o f h im , a n d  th en  I w o u ld  d esire n o  o th er k n o w led g e, a n d
g ro w in g  in  th e g ra ce o f G o d , b u t to  g ro w  m o re a n d  m o re in  th e b eliev in g
ig n o ra n ce o f su ch  a  m y stery , in  th e k n o w led g e o f a n  u n k n o w n ,
u n co n ceiv a b le a n d  u n sea rch a b le G o d ; th a t in  a ll th e d eg rees o f
k n o w led g e w e m ig h t still co n ceiv e w e h a d  fo u n d  less, a n d  th a t th ere is
m o re to  b e fo u n d  th a n  b efo re w e a p p reh en d ed . T h is is th e m o st p erfect
k n o w led g e o f G o d , th a t d o th  n o t d riv e a w a y  d a rk n ess, b u t in crea ses it in
th e so u l's a p p reh en sio n . A n y  in crea se in  it d o th  n o t d ecla re w h a t G o d  is,
o r sa tisfy  o n e's a d m ira tio n  in  it, b u t ra th er sh o w s h im  to  b e m o re
in v isib le a n d  u n sea rch a b le. S o  th a t th e d a rk n ess o f a  so u l's ig n o ra n ce is
m o re m a n ifested  b y  th is lig h t, a n d  n o t m o re co v ered ; a n d  o n e's o w n
k n o w led g e is ra th er d a rk en ed , a n d  d isa p p ea rs in  th e g lo rio u s a p p ea ra n ce
o f th is lig h t. F o r in  a ll n ew  d isco v eries, th ere is n o  o th er th in g  a p p ea rs b u t
th is, th a t th a t w h ich  th e so u l is seek in g  is su p erem in en tly  u n k n o w n , a n d
still fu rth er fro m  k n o w led g e th a n  ev er it co n ceiv ed  it to  b e. T h erefo re,
w h a tev er y o u  co n ceiv e o r see o f G o d , if y o u  th in k  y e k n o w  w h a t y e
co n ceiv e a n d  see, it is n o t G o d  y e see, b u t so m eth in g  o f G o d 's less th a n
G o d ; fo r it is sa id , 'ey e h a th  n o t seen , n o r ea r h ea rd , n o r h a th  it en tered
in to  th e h ea rt o f m a n  to  co n ceiv e, w h a t h e h a th  la id  u p  fo r th em  th a t lo v e
h im .' N o w  certa in ly , th a t is h im self h e h a th  la id  u p  fo r th em ; th erefo re,



w h a tev er th o u  co n ceiv est o f h im , a n d  th in k est n o w  th o u  k n o w est o f h im ,
th a t is n o t h e; fo r it h a th  n o t en tered  in to  m a n 's h ea rt to  co n ceiv e h im .
T h erefo re, th is m u st b e th y  so u l's ex ercise a n d  p ro g ress in  it, to  rem o v e
a ll th in g s, a ll co n cep tio n s fro m  h im , a s n o t b eseem in g  h is m a jesty , a n d  to
g o  still fo rw a rd  in  su ch  a  d a rk  n eg a tiv e d isco v ery , till th o u  k n o w  n o t
w h ere to  seek  h im , n o r fin d  h im . Si quis D eum  videat et intelligat quod
vidit, D eum  non vidit, if a n y  see G o d , a n d  u n d ersta n d  w h a t th ey  see, G o d
th ey  d o  n o t see; fo r, 'G o d  h a th  n o  m a n  seen ,' 1 J o h n  4 .12 ; 'a n d  n o  m a n
k n o w s th e F a th er b u t th e S o n , a n d  n o n e k n o w s th e S o n  b u t th e F a th er.' It
is h is o w n  p ro p erty  to  k n o w  h im self a s it is to  b e h im self. S ilen t a n d
seein g  ig n o ra n ce is o u r sa fest a n d  h ig h est k n o w led g e.

L E C T U R E  V III.
T H E  E T E R N IT Y  A N D  U N C H A N G E A B L E N E S S  O F  G O D .

E X O D . 3 .14 . "I AM  TH AT I AM ."ð P  S A L M  9 0 .2 . "Before the m ountains
w ere brought forth, or ever thou hadst form ed the earth and the w orld,
even from  everlasting to everlasting thou art God."ð

J O B  11.7 -9 . "Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out
the Alm ighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; w hat canst thou
do? deeper than hell; w hat canst thou know ? The m easure thereof is
longer than the earth, and broader than the sea."

T H IS  is th e ch ief p o in t o f sa v in g  k n o w led g e, to  k n o w  G o d ; a n d  th is is th e
first p o in t o r d eg ree o f th e tru e k n o w led g e o f G o d , to  d iscern  h o w
ig n o ra n t w e a re o f h im , a n d  to  fin d  h im  b ey o n d  a ll k n o w led g e. T h e L o rd
g iv es a  d efin itio n  o f h im self, b u t su ch  a n  o n e a s is n o  m o re clea r th a n
h im self to  o u r ca p a cities; a  sh o rt o n e in d eed , a n d  y o u  m a y  th in k  it sa y s
n o t m u ch ð 'I a m .' W h a t is it th a t m a y  n o t sa y  so , 'I a m  th a t I a m ?' T h e
lea st a n d  m o st in co n sid era b le crea tu re h a th  its o w n  b ein g . M a n 's w isd o m
w o u ld  h a v e lea rn ed  h im  to  ca ll h im self b y  so m e h ig h  sty les, a s th e
m a n n er a n d  cu sto m  o f k in g s a n d  p rin ces is, a n d  su ch  a s th e fla ttery  o f
m en  a ttrib u tes u n to  th em . Y o u  w o u ld  th in k  th e su p erla tiv es o f w ise,
g o o d , stro n g , ex cellen t, g lo rio u s, a n d  su ch  lik e, w ere m o re b eseem in g  h is
m a jesty ; a n d  y et th ere is m o re m a jesty  in  th is sim p le sty le th a n  in  a ll
o th ers; b u t a  'n a tu ra l m a n ' ca n n o t b eh o ld  it, fo r it is 'sp iritu a lly



d iscern ed .' 'L et th e p o tsh erd ,' sa ith  h e, 'striv e w ith  th e p o tsh erd s o f th e
ea rth ,' [Isa . 4 5 .9 ,] b u t let th em  n o t striv e w ith  th eir M a k er. S o  I sa y , let
crea tu res co m p a re w ith  crea tu res; let th em  ta k e su p erla tiv e sty les, in
reg a rd  o f o th ers. L et so m e o f th em  b e ca lled  g o o d , a n d  so m e b etter, in  th e
co m p a riso n  a m o n g  th em selv es; b u t G o d  m u st n o t en ter in  th e
co m p a riso n . P a u l th in k s it a n  o d io u s co m p a riso n , to  co m p a re p resen t
cro sses to  etern a l g lo ry : 'I th in k  th em  n o t w o rth y  to  b e co m p a red ,' sa ith
P a u l, R o m . 8 .18 . B u t h o w  m u ch  m o re o d io u s is it, to  co m p a re G o d  w ith
crea tu res? C a ll h im  h ig h est, ca ll h im  m o st p o w erfu l, ca ll h im  m o st
ex cellen t, a lm ig h ty , m o st g lo rio u s in  resp ect o f crea tu res, y o u  d o  b u t
a b a se h is m a jesty , to  b rin g  it d o w n  to  a n y  term s o f co m p a riso n  w ith  th em
w h ich  is b ey o n d  a ll th e b o u n d s o f u n d ersta n d in g . A ll th ese d o  b u t ex p ress
h im  to  b e in  so m e d eg ree em in en tly  sea ted  a b o v e th e crea tu res, a s so m e
crea tu res a re a b o v e a ll o th ers! so  y o u  d o  n o  m o re b u t m a k e h im  th e h ea d
o f a ll a s so m e o n e crea tu re is th e h ea d  o f o n e lin e o r k in d  u n d er it; b u t
w h a t is th a t to  h is m a jesty ? H e sp ea k s o th erw ise o f h im self, Isa . 4 0 .17 .
'A ll n a tio n s b efo re h im  a re a s n o th in g , a n d  th ey  a re co u n ted  to  h im  less
th a n  n o th in g .' T h en , certa in ly , y o u  h a v e n o t ta k en  u p  th e tru e n o tio n  o f
G o d  w h en  y o u  h a v e co n ceiv ed  h im  th e m o st em in en t o f a ll b ein g s, a s lo n g
a s a n y  b ein g  a p p ea rs a s a  b ein g  in  h is sig h t b efo re w h o m  a ll b ein g s
co n jo in ed  a re a s n o th in g . W h ile y o u  co n ceiv e G o d  to  b e th e b est, y o u  still
a ttrib u te so m eth in g  to  th e crea tu re; fo r a ll co m p a ra tiv es in clu d e th e
p o sitiv e in  b o th  ex trem es: so  th en , y o u  ta k e u p  o n ly  so m e d ifferen t
d eg rees b etw een  th em  w h o  d iffer so  in fin itely , so  in co m p reh en sib ly . T h e
d ista n ce b etw ix t h ea v en  a n d  ea rth  is b u t a  p o o r sim ilitu d e to  ex p ress th e
d ista n ce b etw een  G o d  a n d  crea tu res. W h a t is th e d ista n ce b etw ix t a  b ein g
a n d  n o th in g ? C a n  y o u  m ea su re it? C a n  y o u  im a g in e it? S u p p o se y o u  ta k e
th e m o st h ig h , a n d  th e m o st lo w , a n d  m ea su re th e d ista n ce b etw ix t th em ,
y o u  d o  b u t co n sid er th e d ifferen ce b etw ix t tw o  b ein g s, b u t y o u  d o  n o t
ex p ress h o w  fa r n o th in g  is d ista n t fro m  a n y  o f th em . N o w , if a n y  th in g
co u ld  b e im a g in ed  less th a n  n o th in g , co u ld  y o u  a t a ll g u ess a t th e v a st
d ista n ce b etw een  it a n d  a  b ein g ? so  it is h ere. T h u s sa ith  th e L o rd , 'a ll
n a tio n s,' th eir g lo ry , p erfectio n , a n d  n u m b er, a ll o f th em , a n d  a ll th eir
ex cellen cies u n ited ,ð d o  n o t a m o u n t to  th e v a lu e o f a n  u n it in  reg a rd  o f
m y  M a jesty ; a ll o f th em  lik e cip h ers, jo in  n ev er so  m a n y  o f th em  to g eth er,
th ey  ca n  n ev er m a k e u p  a  n u m b er, th ey  a re n o th in g  in  th is reg a rd , a n d
less th a n  n o th in g . S o  th en , w e o u g h t th u s to  co n ceiv e o f G o d , a n d  th u s to



a ttrib u te a  b ein g  a n d  life to  h im , a s in  h is sig h t a n d  in  th e co n sid era tio n
o f it a ll crea ted  b ein g s m ig h t ev a n ish  o u t o f o u r sig h t; ev en  a s th e g lo rio u s
lig h t o f th e su n , th o u g h  it d o  n o t a n n ih ila te th e sta rs, a n d  m a k e th em
n o th in g , y et it a n n ih ila tes th eir a p p ea ra n ce to  o u r sen ses, a n d  m a k es
th em  d isa p p ea r a s if th ey  w ere n o t. A lth o u g h  th ere b e a  g rea t d ifferen ce
a n d  in eq u a lity  o f th e sta rs in  th e n ig h t,ð so m e lig h ter, so m e d a rk er, so m e
o f th e first m a g n itu d e, a n d  so m e o f th e seco n d  a n d  th ird , & c. so m e o f
g rea ter g lo ry , a n d  so m e o f less,ð b u t in  th e d a y -tim e a ll a re a lik e, a ll a re
d a rk en ed  b y  th e su n 's g lo ry , ev en  so  it is h ere,ð th o u g h  w e m a y  co m p a re
o n e crea tu re w ith  a n o th er, a n d  fin d  d ifferen t d eg rees o f p erfectio n  a n d
ex cellen cy , w h ile w e a re o n ly  co m p a rin g  th em  a m o n g  th em selv es; b u t let
o n ce th e g lo rio u s b rig h tn ess o f G o d  sh in e u p o n  th e so u l, a n d  in  th a t lig h t
a ll th ese lig h ts sh a ll b e o b scu red , a ll th eir d ifferen ces u n o b serv ed . A n
a n g el a n d  a  m a n , a  m a n  a n d  a  w o rm , d iffer m u ch  in  g lo ry  a n d  p erfectio n
o f b ein g : b u t o h ! in  h is p resen ce th ere is n o  su ch  reck o n in g . U p o n  th is
a cco u n t a ll th in g s a re a lik e, G o d  in fin itely  d ista n t fro m  a ll, a n d  so  n o t
m o re o r less. In fin iten ess is n o t ca p a b le o f su ch  term s o f co m p a riso n .
T h is is th e rea so n  w h y  C h rist sa y s, 'T h ere is n o n e g o o d  b u t o n e, ev en
G o d .' W h y , b eca u se in  resp ect o f h is g o o d n ess, n o th in g  d eserv es th a t
n a m e. L esser lig h t, in  th e v iew  o f th e g rea ter, is a  d a rk n ess, a s less g o o d
in  co m p a riso n  o f a  g rea ter a p p ea rs ev il; h o w  m u ch  m o re th en  sh a ll
crea ted  lig h t a n d  crea ted  g o o d n ess lo se th a t n a m e a n d  n o tio n , in  th e
p resen ce o f th a t 'u n crea ted  L ig h t, a n d  self-su fficien t G o o d n ess.' A n d
th erefo re it is, th a t th e L o rd  ca lls h im self a fter th is m a n n er, 'I a m ,' a s if
n o th in g  else w ere. "I w ill n o t sa y ," sa ith  h e, "th a t I a m  th e h ig h est, th e
b est a n d  m o st g lo rio u s th a t isð th a t su p p o seth  o th er th in g s to  h a v e so m e
b ein g , a n d  so m e g lo ry  th a t is w o rth y  th e a cco u n tin g  o fð b u t I a m , a n d
th ere is n o n e else; I a m  a lo n e; I lift u p  m y  h a n d  to  h ea v en , a n d  sw ea r I
liv e fo r ev er." T h ere is n o th in g  else ca n  sa y , I a m , I liv e, a n d  th ere is
n o th in g  else; fo r th ere is n o th in g  h a th  it o f itself. C a n  a n y  b o a st o f th a t
w h ich  th ey  h a v e b o rro w ed , a n d  is n o t th eir o w n ? A s if th e b ird  th a t h a d
sto len  fro m  o th er b ird s its fa ir fea th ers sh o u ld  co m e fo rth  a n d  co n ten d
w ith  th em  a b o u t b ea u ty ; w o u ld  n o t th ey  p resen tly  ev ery  o n e p lu ck  o u t
th eir o w n , a n d  lea v e h er n a k ed , to  b e a n  o b ject o f m o ck ery  to  a ll! E v en  so ,
sin ce o u r b rea th  a n d  b ein g  is in  o u r n o strils, a n d  th a t d ep en d s u p o n  h is
M a jesty 's b rea th in g  u p o n  u s, if h e sh o u ld  b u t k eep  in  h is b rea th , a s it
w ere, w e sh o u ld  v a n ish  in to  n o th in g ; h e lo o k eth  u p o n  m a n  a n d  h e is n o t,



J o b  7 .8 . T h a t is a  stra n g e lo o k , th a t lo o k s m a n  n o t o n ly  o u t o f
co u n ten a n ce, b u t o u t o f life a n d  b ein g . H e lo o k s h im  in to  h is first
n o th in g ; a n d  th en  ca n  h e sa y , "I liv e, I a m ?" N o , h e m u st a lw a y s sa y  o f
h im self in  resp ect o f G o d , a s P a u l o f h im self in  resp ect o f C h rist., 'I liv e,
y et n o t I, b u t C h rist in  m e.' I a m , y et n o t I, b u t G o d  in  m e. I liv e, I a m , y et
n o t I, b u t in  G o d , in  w h o m  I liv e a n d  h a v e m y  b ein g . S o  th a t th ere is n o
o th er th in g , b esid es G o d , ca n  sa y , 'I a m ;' b eca u se a ll th in g s a re b u t
b o rro w ed  d ro p s o f th is self-su fficien t fo u n ta in , a n d  sp a rk les o f th is
p rim itiv e lig h t. L et a n y  th in g  in terv en e b etw een  th e strea m  a n d  th e
fo u n ta in , a n d  it is cu t o ff a n d  d ried  u p ; let a n y  th in g  b e in terp o sed
b etw een  th e su n  a n d  th e b ea m , a n d  it ev a n ish es. T h erefo re, th is fo u n ta in -
b ein g , th is o rig in a l lig h t, th is self-b ein g , a u to  o n  , a s P la to  ca lled  h im ,
d eserv es o n ly  th e n a m e o f b ein g ; o th er th in g s th a t w e ca ll a fter th a t n a m e
a re n ea rer n o th in g  th a n  G o d , a n d  so , in  reg a rd  o f h is m a jesty , m a y  m o re
fitly  b e ca lled  n o th in g  th a n  so m eth in g . Y o u  see th en  h o w  p ro fo u n d  a
m y stery  o f G o d 's a b so lu te self-su fficien t p erfectio n , is in fo ld ed  in  th ese
th ree letters, I A M , o r in  th ese fo u r, J  E H O V A H  . If y o u  a sk  w h a t is G o d ?
T h ere is n o th in g  o ccu rs b etter th a n  th is, 'I a m ,' o r, h e th a t is. If I sh o u ld
sa y  h e is th e a lm ig h ty , th e o n ly  w ise, th e m o st p erfect, th e m o st g lo rio u s,
it is a ll co n ta in ed  in  th a t w o rd , 'I a m  th a t I a m ,' N em pe hoc est ei esse,
hÞ c om nia esse; fo r th a t is to  b e, in d eed , to  b e a ll th o se p erfectio n s
sim p ly , a b so lu tely , a n d , a s it w ere, so lely . If I sa y  a ll th a t, a n d  sh o u ld
reck o n  o u t a ll th e scrip tu re-ep ith ets, I a d d  n o th in g ; if I sa y  n o  m o re, I
d im in ish  n o th in g .

A s th is h o ld s o u t G o d 's a b so lu te p erfectio n , so  w e to ld  y o u  th a t it im p o rts
h is etern ity  a n d  u n ch a n g ea b len ess. Y o u  k n o w  P ila te's sp eech , 'W h a t I
h a v e w ritten  I h a v e w ritten ;' w h erein  h e m ea n t th a t h e w o u ld  n o t ch a n g e
it; it sh o u ld  sta n d  so . S o  th is p ro p erly  b elo n g s to  G o d 's etern ity , 'B efo re
th e m o u n ta in s w ere b ro u g h t fo rth , o r ev er th o u  h a d st fo rm ed  th e ea rth
a n d  th e w o rld , ev en  fro m  ev erla stin g  to  ev erla stin g , th o u  a rt G o d ,' P sa lm
9 0 .2 . N o w  th is is p ro p erly  to  b e; a n d  th is o n ly  d eserv es th e n a m e o f
b ein g , w h ich  n ev er w a s n o th in g , a n d  n ev er sh a ll b e n o th in g ; w h ich  m a y
a lw a y s sa y , 'I a m .' Y o u  k n o w  it is so  w ith  n o th in g  else b u t G o d . T h e
h ea v en s a n d  ea rth , w ith  th e th in g s th erein , co u ld  n o t sa y , six  th o u sa n d
y ea rs a g o , 'I a m ,' A d a m  co u ld  o n ce h a v e sa id , 'I a m ,' b u t n o w  h e ca n n o t
sa y  it; fo r th a t self-b ein g  a n d  fo u n ta in -b ein g  h a th  sa id  to  h im , retu rn  to



d u st. A n d  so  it is w ith  a ll th e g en era tio n s p a st; w h ere a re th ey  n o w ? T h ey
w ere, b u t th ey  a re n o t. A n d  w e th en  w ere n o t, a n d  n o w  a re; fo r w e a re
co m e in  th eir p la ce, b u t w ith in  a  little tim e, W h o  o f u s ca n  sa y , 'I a m ?,'
N o , 'w e flee a w a y ; a n d  a re lik e a  d rea m , a s w h en  o n e a w a k eth !' W e 'a re
lik e a  ta le th a t is to ld ,' th a t m a k es a  p resen t n o ise, a n d  it is p a st. W ith in
few  y ea rs th is g en era tio n  w ill p a ss, a n d  n o n e w ill m a k e m en tio n  o f u s;
o u r p la ce w ill n o t k n o w  u s, n o  m o re th a n  w e d o  n o w  rem em b er th o se w h o
h a v e b een  b efo re. C h rist sa id  o f J o h n , 'h e w a s a  b u rn in g  a n d  sh in in g
lig h t;' 'h e w a s,' sa ith  h e, b u t n o w  h e is n o t. B u t C h rist m a y  a lw a y s sa y . 'I
a m  th e lig h t a n d  life o f m en .' M a n  is; b u t lo o k  a  little b a ck w a rd , a n d  h e
w a s n o t; y o u  sh a ll fin d  h is o rig in a l. A n d  step  a  little fo rw a rd  a n d  h e sh a ll
n o t b e, y o u  sh a ll fin d  h is en d . B u t G o d  is 'A lp h a  a n d  O m eg a , th e
b eg in n in g  a n d  th e en d .' B u t o h ! w h o  ca n  retire so  fa r b a ck w a rd  a s to
a p p reh en d  a  b eg in n in g ; o r g o  su ch  a  sta rt fo rw a rd  a s to  co n ceiv e a n  en d
in  su ch  a  b ein g  a s is th e b eg in n in g  a n d  en d  o f a ll th in g s, b u t w ith o u t a ll
b eg in n in g  a n d  en d ? W h o se u n d ersta n d in g  w o u ld  it n o t co n fo u n d ? T h ere
is n o  w a y  h ere b u t to  flee to  P a u l's sa n ctu a ry , 'O  th e h eig h t a n d  b rea d th ,
a n d  len g th  a n d  d ep th !' W e ca n n o t im a g in e a  b ein g , b u t w e m u st first
co n ceiv e it n o th in g , a n d  in  so m e in sta n t receiv in g  its b ein g ; a n d ,
th erefo re, 'C a n st th o u  b y  sea rch in g  fin d  o u t G o d ?' T h erefo re w h a t h is
b ein g  is h a th  n o t en tered  in to  th e h ea rt o f m a n  to  co n sid er. If a n y  m a n
w o u ld  liv e o u t th e sp a ce b u t o f tw o  g en era tio n s, h e w o u ld  b e a  w o rld 's
w o n d er; b u t if a n y  h a d  th eir d a y s p ro lo n g ed  a s th e p a tria rch s b efo re th e
flo o d , th ey  w o u ld  b e ca lled  a n cien t in d eed , b u t th en  th e h ea v en s a n d
ea rth  a re fa r m o re a n cien t. W e m a y  g o  b a ck w a rd  th e sp a ce o f n ea r six
th o u sa n d  y ea rs in  o u r o w n  m in d s, a n d  y et b e a s fa r fro m  h is b eg in n in g  a s
w e w ere. W h en  w e a re co m e to  th e b eg in n in g  o f a ll th in g s, a  m a n 's
im a g in a tio n  m a y  y et ex ten d  itself fu rth er, a n d  su p p o se to  itself a s m a n y
th o u sa n d s o f y ea rs b efo re th e b eg in n in g  o f tim e, a s a ll th e a n g els a n d  m en
o f a ll n a tio n s a n d  g en era tio n s fro m  th e b eg in n in g , if th ey  h a d  b een
em p lo y ed  in  n o  o th er th in g  b u t th is, co u ld  h a v e su m m ed  u p ; a n d  th en
su p p o se a  p ro d u ct to  b e m a d e o f a ll th e sev era l su m s o f y ea rs, it w o u ld  b e
v a st a n d  u n sp ea k a b le; b u t y et y o u r im a g in a tio n  co u ld  rea ch  fu rth er, a n d
m u ltip ly  th a t g rea t su m  in to  itself a s o ften  a s th ere a re u n its in  it. N o w
w h en  y o u  h a v e d o n e a ll th is, y o u  a re n ev er a  w h it n ea rer th e d a y s o f 'th e
A n cien t o f d a y s.' S u p p o se th en  th is sh o u ld  b e th e o n ly  ex ercise o f m en
a n d  a n g els th ro u g h o u t a ll etern ity ; a ll th is m a rv elo u s a rith m etic w o u ld



n o t a m o u n t u n to  th e lea st sh a d o w  o f th e co n tin u a n ce o f h im  w h o  is 'fro m
ev erla stin g .' A ll th a t h u g e p ro d u ct o f a ll th e m u ltip lica tio n s o f m en  a n d
a n g els, h a th  n o  p ro p o rtio n  u n to  th a t n ev er-b eg in n in g  a n d  n ev er-en d in g
d u ra tio n . T h e g rea test su m  th a t is im a g in a b le h a th  a  certa in  p ro p o rtio n
to  th e lea st, n u m b er, th a t it co n ta in eth  it so  o ft a n d  n o  o ften er; so  th a t th e
lea st n u m b er b ein g  m u ltip lied  w ill a m o u n t u n to  th e g rea test th a t y o u  ca n
co n ceiv e. B u t O ! w h ere sh a ll a  so u l fin d  itself h ere? It is en clo sed  b etw een
in fin iten ess b efo re a n d  in fin iten ess b eh in d ,ð b etw een  tw o  ev erla stin g s;
w h ich  w a y  so ev er it tu rn s, th ere is n o  o u tg o in g ; w h ich  w a y  so ev er it lo o k s,
it m u st lo se itself in  a n  in fin iten ess ro u n d  a b o u t it. It ca n  fin d  n o
b eg in n in g  a n d  n o  en d , w h en  it h a th  w ea ried  itself in  sea rch in g , w h ich , if
it fin d  n o t, it k n o w s n o t w h a t it is, a n d  ca n n o t tell w h a t it is. N o w  w h a t a re
w e th en ? O  w h a t a re w e, w h o  so  m a g n ify  o u rselv es! 'W e a re b u t o f
y esterd a y , a n d  k n o w  n o th in g ,' J o b  8 .9 . S u p p o se th a t w e h a d  en d u red  th e
sp a ce o f a  th o u sa n d  y ea rs, y et sa ith  M o ses, P sa lm . 9 0 .4 , 'A  th o u sa n d
y ea rs a re b u t a s y esterd a y  in  th y  sig h t.' T im e h a th  n o  su ccessio n  to  th ee.
T h o u  b eh o ld est a t o n ce w h a t is n o t a t o n ce, b u t in  sev era l tim es; a ll th a t
m a y  th u s h a p p en  h a th  n o t th e p ro p o rtio n  o f o n e d a y  to  th y  d a y s. W e
ch a n g e in  o u r d a y s, a n d  a re n o t th a t to -d a y  w e w ere y esterd a y ; b u t 'h e is
th e sa m e y esterd a y , a n d  to -d a y , a n d  fo r ev er,' H eb . 13 .8 . E v ery  d a y  w e a re
d y in g , so m e p a rt o f o u r life is ta k en  a w a y ; w e lea v e still o n e d a y  m o re
b eh in d  u s, a n d  w h a t is b eh in d  u s is g o n e a n d  ca n n o t b e reco v ered .
T h o u g h  w e v a in ly  p lea se o u rselv es in  th e n u m b er o f o u r y ea rs, a n d  th e
ex ten t o f o u r life, a n d  th e v icissitu d es o f tim e, y et th e tru th  is, w e a re b u t
still lo sin g  so  m u ch  o f o u r b ein g  a n d  tim e a s p a sseth . F irst, w e lo se o u r
ch ild h o o d , th en  w e lo se o u r m a n h o o d ; a n d  th en  w e lea v e o u r o ld  a g e
b eh in d  u s a lso , a n d  th ere is n o  m o re b efo re u s. E v en  th e v ery  p resen t d a y
w e d iv id e it w ith  d ea th . B u t w h en  h e m o v es a ll th in g s, h e rem a in s
im m o v a b le. T h o u g h  d a y s a n d  y ea rs b e in  a  co n tin u a l flu x  a n d  m o tio n
a b o u t h im , a n d  th ey  ca rry  u s d o w n  w ith  th eir fo rce, y et h e a b id es th e
sa m e fo r ev er. E v en  th e ea rth  th a t is esta b lish ed  so  su re, a n d  th e h ea v en s
th a t a re su p p o sed  to  b e in co rru p tib le, y et th ey  'w a x  o ld  a s d o th  a
g a rm en t;' b u t h e is th e sa m e, a n d  'h is y ea rs h a v e n o  en d ,' P sa lm
10 2 .2 6 ,2 7 . Sine principio principium ; absque fine finis; cui prÞ teritum
non abit, haud adit futurum ; ante om nia post om nia totus unus ipse,ð
H e is th e b eg in n in g  w ith o u t a n y  b eg in n in g ; th e en d  w ith o u t a n  en d : th ere
is n o th in g  b y p a st to  h im , a n d  n o th in g  to  co m e. Sed uno m entis cernit in



ictu, quÞ  sunt, quÞ  erunt, quÞ .fuerantque,ð h e is o n e th a t is a ll, b efo re
a ll, a fter a ll, a n d  in  a ll. H e b eh o ld s o u t o f th e ex a lted  a n d  su p erem in en t
to w er o f etern ity , a ll th e su ccessio n s a n d  ch a n g es o f th e crea tu res; a n d
th ere is n o  su ccessio n , n o  m u ta tio n  in  h is k n o w led g e, a s in  o u rs. 'K n o w n
to  h im  a re a ll H is w o rk s fro m  th e b eg in n in g .' H e ca n  d ecla re th e en d
b efo re th e b eg in n in g ; fo r h e k n o w s th e en d  o f a ll th in g s, b efo re h e g iv es
th em  b eg in n in g . T h erefo re h e is n ev er d riv en  to  a n y  co n su lta tio n  u p o n
a n y  em erg en ce, o r in cid en t, a s th e w isest o f m en  a re, w h o  co u ld  n o t
fo resee a ll a ccid en ts a n d  ev en ts; b u t 'h e is in  o n e m in d ,' sa ith  J o b ; a n d
th a t o n e m in d  a n d  o n e p u rp o se is o n e fo r a ll, o n e co n cern in g  a ll. H e h a d
it fro m  ev erla stin g , a n d  w h o  ca n  tu rn  h im ? F o r h e w ill a cco m p lish  w h a t
h is so u l d esires.

N o w , 'ca n st th o u  b y  sea rch in g  fin d  o u t G o d ?' C a n st th o u , a  p o o r m o rta l
crea tu re, eith er a scen d  u p  u n to  th e h eig h t o f h ea v en , o r d escen d  d o w n
in to  th e d ep th s o f h ell? C a n st th o u  tra v el a b ro a d , a n d  co m p a ss a ll th e sea
a n d  d ry  la n d , b y  its lo n g itu d e a n d  la titu d e? W o u ld  a n y  m o rta l crea tu re
u n d erta k e su ch  a  v o y a g e, to  co m p a ss th e u n iv erse? N a y , n o t o n ly  so , b u t
to  sea rch  in to  ev ery  co rn er o f it, a b o v e a n d  b elo w , o n  th e rig h t h a n d  a n d
o n  th e left? N o  certa in ly , u n less w e su p p o se a  m a n  w h o se h ea d  rea ch es
u n to  th e h eig h t o f h ea v en , a n d  w h o se feet is d o w n  in  th e d ep th s o f h ell,
a n d  w h o se a rm s, stretch ed  o u t, ca n  fa th o m  th e len g th  o f th e ea rth , a n d
b rea d th  o f th e sea ; u n less, I sa y , w e su p p o se su ch  a  crea tu re, th en  it is in
v a in  to  im a g in e, th a t eith er th e h eig h t o f th e o n e, o r th e d ep th  o f th e
o th er,ð th e len g th  o f th e o n e, a n d  th e b rea d th  o f th e o th er, ca n  b e fo u n d
o u t a n d  m ea su red . N o w , if m o rta l crea tu res ca n n o t a tta in  th e m ea su re o f
th a t w h ich  is fin ite, O  th en , w h a t ca n  a  crea tu re d o ! W h a t ca n  a  crea tu re
k n o w  o f h im  th a t is in fin ite, a n d  th e m a k er o f a ll th ese th in g s? Y o u
ca n n o t co m p a ss th e sea  a n d  la n d , h o w  th en  ca n  a  so u l co m p reh en d  h im ,
'w h o  h a th  m ea su red  th e w a ters in  th e h o llo w  o f h is h a n d , a n d
co m p reh en d ed  th e d u st o f th e ea rth  in  a  m ea su re, a n d  w eig h ed  th e
m o u n ta in s in  sca les, a n d  th e h ills in  a  b a la n ce?' Isa . 4 0 .12 . T h o u  ca n st n o t
m ea su re th e circu m feren ce o f th e h ea v en , h o w  th en  ca n st th o u  fin d  o u t
h im , 'w h o  m etes o u t h ea v en  w ith  th e sp a n ,' 'a n d  stretch eth  th em  o u t a s a
cu rta in ?' Isa . 4 0 .12 ,2 2 . Y o u  ca n n o t n u m b er th e n a tio n s, o r p erceiv e th e
m a g n itu d e o f th e ea rth , a n d  th e h u g e ex ten t o f th e h ea v en s, w h a t th en
ca n st th o u  k n o w  o f h im , 'w h o  sitteth  u p o n  th e circle o f th e ea rth , a n d  th e



in h a b ita n ts th ereo f a re a s g ra ssh o p p ers b efo re h im ?' a n d  h e sp rea d eth
o u t th e h ea v en s 'a s a  ten t to  d w ell in !' Isa . 4 0 .2 2 . H e m a d e a ll th e p in s
a n d  sta k es o f th is ta b ern a cle, a n d  h e fa sten ed  th em  b elo w  b u t u p o n
n o th in g , a n d  stretch es th is cu rta in  a b o u t th em  a n d  a b o v e th em ; a n d  it
w a s n o t so  m u ch  d ifficu lty  to  h im , a s to  y o u  to  d ra w  th e cu rta in  a b o u t
y o u r b ed ; fo r 'h e sp a k e, a n d  it w a s d o n e, h e co m m a n d ed , a n d  it sto o d
fa st.' C a n st th o u  b y  sea rch in g  fin d  h im  o u t? A n d  y et th o u  m u st sea rch
h im ; n o t so  m u ch  o u t o f cu rio sity  to  k n o w  w h a t h e is, fo r h e d w elleth  in
'th e lig h t w h ich  n o  m a n  ca n  a p p ro a ch  u n to ,' w h ich  n o  m a n  h a th  seen , a n d
n o  m a n  ca n  see, 1 T im . 6 .16 ; n o t so  m u ch  to  fin d  h im , a s to  b e fo u n d  o f
h im , o r to  fin d  w h a t w e ca n n o t k n o w  w h en  w e h a v e fo u n d . H ic est qui
nunquam  quÞ ri frustra potest, cum  tam en inveniri non potest. Y o u  m a y
seek  h im , b u t th o u g h  y o u  n ev er fin d  h im , y et y e sh a ll n o t seek  h im  in
v a in , fo r y e sh a ll fin d  b lessed n ess in  h im . T h o u g h  y o u  fin d  h im , y et ca n
y o u  sea rch  h im  o u t u n to  p erfectio n ? T h en  w h a t y o u  h a v e fo u n d  w ere n o t
G o d . H o w  is it p o ssib le fo r su ch  n a rro w  h ea rts to  fra m e a n  a p p reh en sio n ,
o r receiv e a n  im p ressio n  o f su ch  a n  im m en se g rea tn ess, a n d  etern a l
g o o d n ess? W ill n o t a  so u l lo se its p o w er o f th in k in g  a n d  sp ea k in g ,
b eca u se th ere is so  m u ch  to  b e th o u g h t a n d  sp o k en ; a n d  it so  tra n scen d s
a ll th a t it ca n  th in k  o r sp ea k ? S ilen ce th en  m u st b e th e b est rh eto ric; a n d
th e sw eetest elo q u en ce, w h en  elo q u en ce itself m u st b eco m e d u m b  a n d
silen t. It is th e a b u n d a n ce a n d  ex cess o f th a t in a ccessib le lig h t, th a t h a th
n o  p ro p o rtio n  to  o u r u n d ersta n d in g s, th a t strik es u s a s b lin d  a s, in  th e
d a rk n ess, th e w a n t o f lig h t. A ll th a t w e ca n  sa y  o f G o d  is, th a t w h a tso ev er
w e ca n  th in k  o r co n ceiv e, h e is n o t th a t, b eca u se h e h a th  n o t en tered  in to
th e h ea rt o f m a n  to  co n ceiv e, a n d  th a t h e is n o t lik e a n y  o f th o se th in g s
w h ich  w e k n o w , u n to  w h ich  if h e b e n o t lik e, w e ca n n o t fra m e a n y
sim ilitu d e o r lik en ess o f h im  in  o u r k n o w led g e. W h a t th en  sh a ll w e d o ?
S eek  h im  a n d  sea rch  h im  in d eed : b u t, if w e ca n n o t k n o w  h im , to
rev eren ce a n d  fea r a n d  a d o re w h a t w e k n o w . S o  m u ch  o f h im  m a y  b e
k n o w n  a s m a y  tea ch  u s o u r d u ty  a n d  sh o w  u n to  u s o u r b lessed n ess. L et
th en  a ll o u r in q u iries o f h im  h a v e a  sp ecia l rela tio n  to  th is en d , th a t w e
m a y  o u t o f lo v e a n d  fea r o f su ch  a  g lo rio u s a n d  g o o d  G o d , w o rsh ip  a n d
serv e h im , a n d  co m p o se o u rselv es a cco rd in g  to  h is w ill a n d  w h o lly  to  h is
p lea su re. W h a tev er th o u  k n o w est o f G o d , o r sea rch est o f h im , it is b u t a
v a in  sp ecu la tio n , a n d  a  w o rk  o f cu rio sity , if it d o  n o t lea d  to  th is en d ,ð to
fra m e a n d  fa sh io n  th y  so u l to  a n  u n io n  a n d  co m m u n io n  w ith  h im  in  lo v e;



if it d o  n o t d isco v er th y self u n to  th y self, th a t in  th a t lig h t o f G o d 's g lo rio u s
m a jesty  th o u  m a y est d istin ctly  b eh o ld  th y  o w n  v ilen ess a n d  w retch ed
m isery , th y  d a rk n ess a n d  d ea d n ess a n d  u tter im p o ten cy . T h e a n g els th a t
Isa ia h  sa w  a tten d in g  G o d  in  th e tem p le, h a d  w in g s co v erin g  th eir fa ces,
a n d  w in g s co v erin g  th eir feet. T h o se ex cellen t sp irits w h o  m u st co v er
th eir feet fro m  u s, b eca u se w e ca n n o t b eh o ld  th eir g lo ry , a s M o ses
b eh o v ed  to  b e v eiled , y et th ey  ca n n o t b eh o ld  h is g lo ry , b u t m u st co v er
th eir fa ce fro m  th e ra d ia n t a n d  sh in in g  b rig h tn ess o f h is m a jesty . Y et th ey
h a v e o th er tw o  w in g s to  fly  w ith . A n d  b ein g  th u s co m p o sed  in  rev eren ce
a n d  fea r to  G o d , th ey  a re rea d y  to  ex ecu te h is co m m a n d s w illin g ly  a n d
sw iftly , Isa . 6 .1-3 , & c. B u t w h a t is th e u se Isa ia h  m a k es o f a ll th is g lo rio u s
sig h t? 'W o e is m e! I a m  a  m a n  o f u n clea n  lip s,' & c. O h ! a ll is u n clea n ,ð
p eo p le, a n d  p a sto r! H e h a d  k n o w n , d o u b tless, so m eth in g  o f it b efo re, b u t
n o w  h e sees it o f n ew , a s if h e h a d  n ev er seen  it. T h e g lo ry  o f G o d  sh in in g
o n  h im  d o th  n o t p u ff h im  u p  in  a rro g a n cy  a n d  co n ceit o f th e k n o w led g e o f
su ch  p ro fo u n d  m y steries, b u t h e is m o re a b a sed  in  h im self b y  it. It sh in es
in to  h is h ea rt a n d  w h o le m a n , a n d  lets h im  see a ll u n clea n  w ith in  a n d
w ith o u t. A n d  so  it w a s w ith  J o b , J o b  4 3 .5 ,6 . 'I h a v e h ea rd  o f th ee b y  th e
h ea rin g  o f th e ea r;' b u t a s lo n g  a s it w a s h ea rsa y , I th o u g h t m y self
so m eth in g ,ð I o ften  reflected  u p o n  m y self a n d  a ctio n s, w ith  a  k in d  o f self-
co m p la cen cy  a n d  d elig h t; b u t n o w , sa ith  h e, sin ce I h a v e seen  th ee b y  th e
seein g  o f th e ey e, 'I a b h o r m y self a n d  rep en t in  d u st a n d  a sh es;' I ca n n o t
lo o k  u p o n  m y self w ith  p a tien ce,ð w ith o u t a b h o rren cy  a n d  d etesta tio n .
S elf-lo v e m a d e m e lo a th e o th er m en 's sin s m o re th a n  m in e o w n , a n d  self-
lo v e d id  co v er m in e o w n  sin s fro m  m e; it p resen ted  m e to  m y self in  a
feig n ed  lik en ess; b u t n o w  I see m y self in  m y  tru e sh a p e, a n d  a ll co v erin g s
strip p ed  o ff. T h y  lig h t h a th  p ierced  in to  m y  so u l, a n d  b eh o ld , I ca n n o t
en d u re to  lo o k  u p o n  m y self. H ere n o w  is th e tru e k n o w led g e o f G o d 's
m a jesty , w h ich  d isco v ers w ith in  th ee a  m y stery  o f in iq u ity : a n d  h ere is th e
k n o w led g e o f G o d  in d eed , w h ich  a b a ses a ll th in g s b esid es G o d , n o t o n ly
in  o p in io n  b u t in  a ffectio n , th a t a ttra cts a n d  u n ites th y  so u l to  G o d , a n d
d ra w s it fro m  th y self a n d  a ll crea ted  th in g s. T h is is a  rig h t d isco v ery  o f
d iv in e p u rity  a n d  g lo ry , th a t sp o ts ev en  th e clea n n ess o f a n g els, a n d  sta in s
th e p rid e o f a ll g lo ry ; m u ch  m o re w ill it rep resen t filth in ess, a s filth in ess
w ith o u t a  co v erin g . It is k n o w led g e a n d  scien ce, 'fa lsely  so  ca lled ,' th a t
p u ffeth  u p ; fo r tru e k n o w led g e em p tieth  a  so u l o f itself, a n d  h u m b leth  a
so u l in  itself, th a t it m a y  b e fu ll o f G o d . H e th a t th in k s h e k n o w s a n y



th in g , k n o w s n o th in g  a s h e o u g h t to  k n o w .

T h is th en  is th e first p ro p erty  o r m a rk  o f th e sa v in g  k n o w led g e o f G o d . It
rem o v es a ll g ro u n d s o f v a in  co n fid en ce th a t a  so u l ca n n o t tru st u n to
itself. A n d  th en  th e v ery  p ro p er in ten t o f it is, th a t a  so u l m a y  tru st in
G o d , a n d  d ep en d  o n  h im  in  a ll th in g s. F o r th is p u rp o se th e L o rd  h a th
ca lled  h im self b y  so  m a n y  n a m es in  scrip tu re, a n sw era b le to  o u r sev era l
n ecessities a n d  d ifficu lties, th a t h e m ig h t m a k e k n o w n  to  u s h o w  a ll-
su fficien t h e is, th a t so  w e m a y  tu rn  o u r ey es a n d  h ea rts to w a rd s h im .
T h is w a s th e in ten t, o f th is n a m e, I A M  , th a t M o ses m ig h t h a v e a  su p p o rt
o f h is fa ith ; fo r if h e h a d  lo o k ed  to  o u tw a rd  a p p ea ra n ce, w a s it n o t a lm o st
a  rid icu lo u s th in g , a n d  lik e a  v a in  fa n cy , fo r a  p o o r in co n sid era b le m a n  to
g o  to  a  k in g  w ith  su ch  a  m essa g e, th a t h e w o u ld  d ism iss so  m a n y
su b jects? A n d  w a s it n o t a n  a ttem p t o f so m e m a d m a n  to  g o  a b o u t to  lea d
so  m a n y  th o u sa n d s fro m  a  w ick ed  ty ra n n ica l k in g , in to  a n o th er n a tio n ?
W ell, sa ith  th e L o rd , 'I a m ;' I, w h o  g iv e a ll th in g s a  b ein g , w ill g iv e a  b ein g
to  m y  p ro m ise. I w ill m a k e P h a ra o h  h ea rk en , a n d  th e p eo p le o b ey . W ell
th en , w h a t is it th a t th is n a m e o f G o d  w ill n o t a n sw er? It is a  crea tin g
n a m e,ð a  n a m e th a t ca n  b rin g  a ll th in g s o u t o f n o th in g  b y  a  w o rd . If h e b e
su ch  a s h e is, th en  h e ca n  m a k e o f u s w h a t h e p lea ses. If o u r so u ls h a d
th is n a m e co n sta n tly  en g ra v en  o n  o u r h ea rts, O  w h a t p o w er w o u ld  d iv in e
p ro m ises a n d  th rea ten in g s h a v e w ith  u s! 'I, ev en  I, a m  h e th a t co m fo rteth
th ee,' sa ith  h e, Isa ia h  4 1.12 . If w e b eliev ed  th a t it w ere h e in d eed , th e L o rd
J eh o v a h , h o w  w o u ld  w e b e co m fo rted ! H o w  w o u ld  w e p ra ise h im  b y  h is
n a m e J  A H  ! H o w  w o u ld  w e sto o p  u n to  h im , a n d  su b m it u n to  h is b lessed
w ill! If w e b eliev ed  th is, w o u ld  w e n o t b e a s d ep en d en t o n  h im  a s if w e
h a d  n o  b ein g  in  o u rselv es? W o u ld  w e n o t m a k e h im  o u r h a b ita tio n  a n d
d w ellin g -p la ce; a n d  co n clu d e o u r o w n  sta b ility , a n d  th e sta b ility  o f h is
ch u rch  fro m  h is u n v a ria b le etern ity ? a s th e P sa lm ist, P sa lm  9 9 .1. P sa lm
10 2 . H o w  ca n  w e th in k  o f su ch  a  F o u n ta in -B ein g , b u t w e m u st w ith a l
a ck n o w led g e o u rselv es to  b e sh a d o w s o f h is g o o d n ess, a n d  th a t w e o w e to
h im  w h a t w e a re, a n d  so  co n secra te a n d  d ed ica te o u rselv es to  h is g lo ry !
H o w  ca n  w e co n sid er su ch  a  S elf-B ein g , In d ep en d en t, a n d  C rea tin g
G o o d n ess, b u t w e m u st h a v e so m e d esire to  clea v e to  h im , a n d  so m e
co n fid en ce to  tru st in  h im ! N o w , th is is to  k n o w  h im . W h en , w e th in k  o n
h is u n ch a n g ea b len ess, let u s co n sid er o u r o w n  v a n ity , w h o se g lo ry  a n d
p erfectio n  is lik e a  su m m er flo w er, o r lik e a  v a p o u r a scen d in g  fo r a  little



tim e, w h o se 'b est esta te is a lto g eth er v a n ity .' O u r p u rp o ses a re so o n
b ro k en  o ff, a n d  m a d e o f n o n e effect; o u r reso lu tio n s ch a n g e. T h is is a
ch a ra cter o f m o rta lity , w e a re n o t a lw a y s a lik e. N on sibi constare, nec
ubique et sem per sibi parem  eundem que esse. T o  b e n o w  o n e th in g , a n d
th en  a n o th er th in g , is a  p ro p erty  o f sin fu l a n d  w retch ed  m a n . T h erefo re
let u s 'cea se fro m  m a n  w h o se b rea th  is in  h is n o strils,' a n d  'tru st n o t in
p rin ces' w h o  sh a ll d ie, fa r less in  o u rselv es w h o  a re less th a n  th e lea st o f
m en : b u t let u s p u t o u r tru st in  G o d , 'w h o  ch a n g eth  n o t,' a n d  w e sh a ll n o t
b e co n su m ed ,ð o u r w a ters sh a ll n o t fa il,ð w e sh a ll n ev er b e a sh a m ed  o f
a n y  h o p e w e h a v e in  h im . T h ere is n o th in g  else y o u  tru st in , b u t
u n d o u b ted ly  it sh a ll p ro v e y o u r sh a m e a n d  co n fu sio n . W h a tev er y o u  h ea r
o r k n o w  o f G o d , k n o w  th a t it is v a in  a n d  em p ty , u n less it d escen d  d o w n
in to  th e h ea rt to  fa sh io n  it to  h is fea r a n d  lo v e, a n d  ex ten d  u n to  th e
o u tw a rd  m a n  to  co n fo rm  it to  o b ed ien ce; y o u  a re b u t 'v a in  in  y o u r
im a g in a tio n s, a n d  y o u r fo o lish  h ea rts a re d a rk en ed ,' w h ile 'w h en  y o u
k n o w  G o d , y o u  g lo rify  h im  n o t a s G o d .' If th a t b e n o t th e fru it a n d  en d  o f
k n o w led g e, th a t k n o w led g e sh a ll b e w o rse to  th ee th a n  ig n o ra n ce, fo r it
b o th  b rin g s o n  ju d icia l h a rd en in g  h ere, a n d  w ill b e th y  so lem n  a ccu ser
a n d  w itn ess a g a in st th ee h erea fter, R o m . 1.2 1-2 4 . T h e k n o w led g e o f J esu s
C h rist, tru ly  so  ca lled , is n eith er b a rren  n o r u n fru itfu l, fo r o u t o f its ro o t
a n d  sa p  sp rin g  h u m ility , self-a b a sin g  co n fid en ce in  G o d , p a tien ce in
trib u la tio n s, m eek n ess in  p ro v o ca tio n s, tem p era n ce a n d  so b riety  in
la w fu l th in g s, & c. 2  P et. 1.5 -8 .

L E C T U R E  IX .
W H A T  G O D  IS  T O  U S .

E X O D  . 3 4 .6 ,7 . "The Lord, the Lord God, m erciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping m ercy for
thousands."

T H E R E  is n o th in g  ca n  sep a ra te b etw een  G o d  a n d  a  p eo p le b u t in iq u ity ;
a n d  y et h e is v ery  lo a th  to  sep a ra te ev en  fo r th a t. H e m a k es m a n y  sh o w s
o f d ep a rtin g , th a t so  w e m a y  h o ld  h im  fa st; a n d  in d eed  h e is n o t d ifficu lt
to  b e h o ld en . H e th rea ten s o ften  to  rem o v e h is p resen ce fro m  a  p erso n  o r
n a tio n ; a n d  h e th rea ten s, th a t h e m a y  n o t in d eed  rem o v e, b u t th a t th ey
m a y  en trea t h im  to  sta y ; a n d  h e is n o t h a rd  to  b e en trea ted . W h o  is a  G o d



lik e u n to  h im , slo w  to  a n g er, a n d  o f g rea t m ercy ? H e is lo n g  o f b ein g
p ro v o k ed , a n d  n o t lo n g  p ro v o k ed ; fo r it is lik e th e a n g er o f a  p a ren t's lo v e.
L o v e ta k es o n  a n g er a s th e la st rem ed y ; a n d  if it p rev a il, it is a s g la d  to  p u t
it o ff a s it w a s u n w illin g  to  ta k e it o n . Y o u  m a y  see a  liv ely  p ictu re o f th is
in  G o d 's d ea lin g  w ith  M o ses a n d  th is p eo p le in  th e p reced in g  ch a p ter. H e
h a d  lo n g  en d u red  th is reb ellio u s a n d  o b stin a te p eo p le,ð h a d  o ften
th rea ten ed  to  cu t th em  o ff,ð a n d  y et, a s it w ere, lo a th  to  d o  it, a n d
rep en tin g  o f it, h e su ffers h im self to  b e en trea ted  fo r th em ; b u t a ll in  v a in
to  th em ,ð th ey  co rru p ted  th eir w a y  still m o re: a n d  in  th e 3 2 d  ch a p ter fa ll
in to  g ro ss id o la try , th e g rea t tresp a ss th a t h e h a d  g iv en  th em  so  so lem n
w a rn in g  o f o ften , w h ereu p o n  g rea t w ra th  is co n ceiv ed . A n d  th e L o rd
(ch a p . 3 3 .2 .) th rea ten s to  d ep a rt fro m  th em ,ð G o  y o u r w a y , sa ith  h e, to
C a n a a n , b u t I w ill n o t g o  w ith  y o u ; ta k e y o u r v en tu re o f a n y  ju d g m en ts,
a n d  th e p eo p le o f th e la n d 's cru elty . H ere is a  sa d  fa rew ell to  Isra el; a n d
w h o  w o u ld  th in k  h e co u ld  b e d eta in ed  a fter a ll th a t? W h o  w o u ld  th in k
th a t h e co u ld  b e en trea ted ? A n d  y et h e is n o t en trea ted , h e is n o t
req u ested , b efo re h e g iv es so m e g ro u n d  o f it, a n d  b efo re h e first
co n d escen d s; g o , sa ith  h e, a n d  p u t o ff th y  o rn a m en ts fro m  th ee, th a t I
m a y  k n o w  w h a t to  d o  u n to  th ee. W ill h e th en  a ccep t a  rep en tin g  p eo p le,
a n d  is th ere y et h o p e o f m ercy ? S h o u ld  h e th a t is g o in g  a w a y  sh o w  u s th e
w a y  to  k eep  h im  still? A n d  h e th a t flees fro m  u s, w ill h e stren g th en  u s to
p u rsu e a n d  fo llo w  a fter h im ? T h is is n o t a fter th e m a n n er o f m en , it is
tru e, w h o se co m p a ssio n s fa il w h en  th eir p a ssio n  a riseth , b u t th is is th e
m a n n er a n d  m eth o d  o f g ra ce, o r o f h im  w h o  w a its to  b e g ra cio u s. H e flees
so  a s h e w o u ld  h a v e a  fo llo w er. Y ea , w h ile h e seem s to  g o  a w a y , h e d ra w s
th e so u l th a t h e m ig h t ru n  a fter h im . H en ce is th a t w o rd , P sa lm  6 3 .8 . 'M y
so u l fo llo w eth  h a rd  a fter th ee; th y  rig h t h a n d  u p h o ld eth  m e.' W ell, th e
p eo p le m o u rn , a n d  p u t o ff th eir o rn a m en ts in  sig n  o f h u m ilia tio n  a n d
a b a sem en t, b u t a ll th is d o th  n o t p a cify  a n d  q u en ch  th e fla m e th a t w a s
k in d led . M o ses ta k es th e ta b ern a cle o u t o f th e ca m p , th e p la ce o f
ju d g m en t w h ere G o d  sp a k e w ith  th e p eo p le; a n d  th e clo u d , th e sig n  o f
G o d 's p resen ce, rem o v es. In  a  w o rd , th e sig n  o f G o d 's lo v in g  a n d  k in d
p resen ce d ep a rts fro m  th em , to  sig n ify  th a t th ey  w ere d iv o rced  fro m  G o d ,
a n d , in  a  m a n n er, th e L o rd  b y  M o ses ex co m m u n ica tes a ll th e p eo p le a n d
ru lers b o th , a n d  d ra w s a w a y  th ese h o ly  th in g s fro m  th e co n ta g io n  o f a
p ro fa n e p eo p le. B u t y et a ll is n o t g o n e. H e g o es fa r o ff, b u t n o t o u t o f
sig h t, th a t y o u  m a y  a lw a y s fo llo w  h im ; a n d  if y o u  fo llo w , h e w ill sta n d



still. H e is n ev er w ith o u t th e rea ch  o f cry in g , th o u g h  w e d o  n o t p erceiv e
h im . N o w , in  th is sa d  ca se y o u  m a y  h a v e a  tria l w h o  is g o d ly . E v ery  o n e
th a t seek s th e L o rd  w ill sep a ra te fro m  th e u n h o ly  co n g reg a tio n , a n d
fo llo w  th e ta b ern a cle; a n d  th is a ffects th e w h o le p eo p le m u ch , th a t th ey
a ll w o rsh ip  in  th e ten t d o o rs.

N o w , in  th e m ea n tim e, G o d  a d m its M o ses to  sp ea k  w ith  h im . T h o u g h  h e
w ill n o t sp ea k  to  th e p eo p le, y et h e w ill sp ea k  w ith  th eir m ed ia to r, a
ty p ica l m ed ia to r, to  sh o w  u s th a t G o d  is w ell-p lea sed  in  C h rist; a n d  so  a ll
C h rist's in tercessio n s a n d  req u ests fo r u s w ill g et a -h ea rin g . W h en  th ey
a re co m e o n ce in  ta lk in g , th e b u sin ess is ta k en  u p , fo r H e is n o t so o n
a n g ry , a n d  n ev er im p la ca b ly  a n g ry ,ð 'slo w  to  a n g er,' a n d  k eep s it n o t
lo n g . M o ses fa llin g  fa m ilia r w ith  G o d , n o t o n ly  o b ta in s h is req u est fo r th e
p eo p le, b u t b eco m es m o re b o ld  in  a  req u est fo r h is o w n  sa tisfa ctio n  a n d
co n firm a tio n . H e co u ld  n o t en d u re to  lea d  th a t p eo p le u n less G o d  w en t
w ith  h im ; a n d  h a v in g  th e p ro m ise o f h is g o in g  w ith  th em , h e ca n n o t
en d u re d ista n ce w ith  h im , b u t a sp ires to  th e n ea rest co m m u n io n  th a t
m a y  b e. O h ! th a t it w ere so  w ith  u s. H is g rea t req u est is, th a t th e L o rd  w ill
sh o w  h im  h is g lo ry . H a d  h e n o t seen  m u ch  o f th is a lrea d y ; a n d  m o re th a n
a n y  m a n  ev er sa w , w h en  h e sp o k e in  th e m o u n t w ith  G o d , & c.? N a y , b u t
h e w o u ld  see m o re; fo r th ere is a lw a y s m o re to  b e seen , a n d  th ere is in  a
g o d ly  so u l a lw a y s m o re d esire to  see it. T h e m o re is seen , th e m o re is
lo v ed  a n d  d esired . T a stin g  o f it o n ly  b eg ets a  k in d ly  a p p etite a fter it; a n d
th e m o re ta sted , still th e fresh er a n d  m o re recen t: b u t y et it is a b o v e b o th
d esire a n d  fru itio n ,ð 'T h o u  ca n st n o t see m y  fa ce,' & c. A ll o u r k n o w led g e
o f G o d ,'ð a ll o u r a tta in m en ts o f ex p erien ce o f h im ,ð d o  b u t rea ch  to  so m e
d a rk  a n d  co n fu sed  a p p reh en sio n  o f w h a t h e is. T h e clea rest a n d  n ea rest
sig h t o f G o d  in  th is w o rld , is, a s if a  m a n  w ere n o t k n o w n  b u t b y  h is b a ck ,
w h ich  is a  g rea t p o in t o f estra n g em en t. It is sa id , in  h ea v en  w e sh a ll see
h im  'fa ce to  fa ce,' a n d  fu lly  a s h e is, b eca u se th en  th e so u l is m a d e ca p a b le
o f it.

T w o  th in g s in  u s h ere p u t u s in  a n  in ca p a city  o f n ea rn ess w ith  G o d ,ð
in firm ity  a n d  in iq u ity . In firm ity  in  u s ca n n o t b eh o ld  h is g lo ry . It is o f so
w ea k  ey es, th a t th e b rig h tn ess o f th e su n  w o u ld  strik e it b lin d . A n d
in iq u ity  in  u s, h e ca n n o t b eh o ld  it, b eca u se h e is o f p u re ey es, th a t ca n
lo o k  o n  n o  u n clea n  th in g . It is th e o n ly  th in g  in  th e crea tio n  th a t G o d 's



h o lin ess h a th  a n  a n tip a th y  a t; a n d  th erefo re h e is still a b o u t th e
d estro y in g  o f th e b o d y  o f sin  in  u s, a b o u t th e p u rg in g  fro m  a ll filth in ess o f
flesh  a n d  sp irit; a n d  till th e so u l b e th u s p u rg ed  o f a ll sin , b y  th e
o p era tio n  o f th e H o ly  G h o st, it ca n n o t b e a  tem p le fo r a n  im m ed ia te
v isio n  o f h im , a n d  a n  im m ed ia te ex h ib itio n  o f G o d  to  u s. S in  is th e w a ll o f
p a rtitio n , a n d  th e th ick  clo u d  th a t eclip ses h is g lo ry  fro m  u s. It is th e
o p p o site h em isp h ere o f d a rk n ess, co n tra ry  to  lig h t; a cco rd in g  to  th e
a ccess o r recess o f G o d 's p resen ce, it is m o re o r less d a rk . T h e m o re sin
reig n s in  th ee, th e less o f G o d  is in  th ee; a n d  th e m o re sin  b e su b d u ed , th e
rea d ier a n d  n ea rer is G o d 's p resen ce. B u t let u s co m fo rt o u rselv es th a t
o n e d a y  w e sh a ll p u t o ff b o th  in firm ity  a n d  in iq u ity ; m o rta lity  sh a ll p u t o n
im m o rta lity , a n d  co rru p tio n  b e clo th ed  w ith  in co rru p tio n . W e sh a ll lea v e
th e ra g s o f m o rta l w ea k n ess in  th e g ra v e, a n d  o u r m en stru o u s clo th es o f
sin  b eh in d  u s; a n d  th en  sh a ll th e w ea k  ey es o f flesh  b e m a d e lik e ea g les'
ey es, to  b eh o ld  th e su n ; a n d  th en  sh a ll th e so u l b e clo th ed  w ith  h o lin ess,
a s w ith  a  g a rm en t, w h ich  G o d  sh a ll d elig h t to  lo o k  u p o n , b eca u se h e sees
h is o w n  im a g e in  th a t g la ss.

W e co m e to  th e L o rd 's sa tisfy in g  o f M o ses' d esire, a n d  p ro cla im in g  h is
n a m e b efo re h im . It is h im self o n ly  ca n  tell y o u  w h a t h e is. It is n o t
m in isters' p rea ch in g , o r o th er d isco u rse, ca n  p ro cla im  th a t n a m e to  y o u .
W e m a y  in d eed  sp ea k  o v er th o se w o rd s u n to  y o u , b u t it is th e L o rd  th a t
m u st w rite th a t n a m e u p o n  y o u r h ea rt. H e o n ly  ca n  d isco v er h is g lo ry  to
y o u r sp irit. T h ere is a  sp irit o f life w h ich  ca n n o t b e en clo sed  in  letters a n d
sy lla b les, o r tra n sm itted  th ro u g h  y o u r ea rs in to  y o u r h ea rts, b u t h e
h im self m u st crea te it in w a rd ly , a n d  stir u p  th e in w a rd  sen se a n d  feelin g
o f th a t n a m e, o f th o se a ttrib u tes. F a ith , in d eed , 'co m eth  b y  h ea rin g ,' a n d
o u r k n o w led g e in  th is life is 'th ro u g h  a  g la ss d a rk ly ,' th ro u g h  o rd in a n ces
a n d  sen ses; b u t th ere m u st b e a n  in w a rd  tea ch in g  a n d  sp ea k in g  to  y o u r
so u ls to  m a k e th a t effectu a l: 'th e a n o in tin g  tea ch eth  y o u  o f a ll th in g s,' 1
J o h n  2 .2 7 . A la s! it is th e sep a ra tio n  o f th a t fro m  th e w o rd  th a t m a k es it so
u n p ro fita b le. If th e S p irit o f G o d  w ere in w a rd ly  w ritin g  w h a t th e w o rd  is
tea ch in g , th en  sh o u ld  y o u r so u ls b e 'liv in g  ep istles,' th a t y e m ig h t rea d
G o d 's n a m e o n  th em . O ! b e m u ch  in  im p lo rin g  o f a n d  d ep en d in g  o n  h im
th a t tea ch eth  to  p ro fit, w h o  o n ly  ca n  d ecla re u n to  y o u r so u ls w h a t h e is!

T h ese n a m es ex p ress h is essen ce o r b ein g , a n d  h is p ro p erties; w h a t h e is



in  h im self, a n d  w h a t h e is to  u s. In  h im self h e is J eh o v a h , o r a  S elf-B ein g ,
a u t o n  , a s w e h ea rd  in  th e 3 d  ch a p ter, 'I a m  th a t I a m ,' a n d  E L , a  stro n g
G o d , o r A lm ig h ty  G o d ; w h ich  tw o  h o ld  o u t u n to  u s th e a b so lu te
in co m p reh en sib le p erfectio n  o f G o d , em in en tly  a n d  in fin itely  en clo sin g
w ith in  h im self a ll th e p erfectio n s o f th e crea tu re; th e u n ch a n g ea b le a n d
im m u ta b le b ein g  o f G o d , w h o  w a s, a n d  is, a n d  is to  co m e, w ith o u t
su ccessio n , w ith o u t v a ria tio n , o r sh a d o w  o f tu rn in g ; a n d  th en  th e
a lm ig h ty  p o w er o f G o d , b y  w h ich  w ith o u t d ifficu lty , b y  th e in clin a tio n
a n d  b eck  o f h is w ill a n d  p lea su re, h e ca n  m a k e, o r u n m a k e a ll,ð crea te o r
a n n ih ila te,ð to  w h o m  n o th in g  is im p o ssib le. W h ich  th ree, if th ey  w ere
p o n d ered  b y  u s till o u r so u ls receiv ed  th e sta m p  o f th em , th ey  w o u ld
certa in ly  b e p o w erfu l to  a b stra ct a n d  d ra w  o u r h ea rts fro m  th e v a in ,
ch a n g ea b le, a n d  em p ty  sh a d o w  o f th e crea tu re, a n d  g a th er o u r sca ttered
a ffectio n s th a t a re p a rted  a m o n g  th em , b eca u se o f th eir in su fficien cy , th a t
a ll m ig h t u n ite in  o n e, a n d  jo in  w ith  th is self-su fficien t a n d  etern a l G o d . I
sa y , if a  so u l d id  in d eed  b eliev e a n d  co n sid er h o w  a ll-su fficien t h e is, h o w
in su fficien t a ll th in g s else a re, w o u ld  it n o t clea v e to  h im , a n d  d ra w  n ea r
to  h im ? P sa lm  7 3 , u lt. It is th e v ery  to rm en t a n d  v ex a tio n  o f th e so u l to  b e
th u s ra ck ed , d istra cted , a n d  d iv id ed  a b o u t m a n y  th in g s; a n d  th erefo re
m a n y , b eca u se th ere is n o n e o f th em  ca n  su p p ly  a ll o u r w a n ts. O u r w a n ts
a re in fin ite, o u r d esires in sa tia b le, a n d  th e g o o d  th a t is in  a n y  th in g  is
lim ited  a n d  b o u n d ed ; it ca n  serv e, o n e b u t fo r o n e u se, a n d  a n o th er fo r
a n o th er u se; a n d  w h en  a ll a re to g eth er, th ey  ca n  b u t su p p ly  so m e w a n ts,
b u t th ey  lea v e m u ch  o f th e so u l em p ty . B u t o ften  th ese o u tw a rd  th in g s
cro ss o n e a n o th er, a n d  ca n n o t co n sist to g eth er; a n d  h en ce a riseth  m u ch
strife a n d  d eb a te in  a  so u l. H is n eed  req u ireth  b o th , a n d  b o th  w ill n o t
a g ree. B u t O  th a t y o u  co u ld  see th is o n e u n iv ersa l g o o d , o n e fo r a ll, a n d
a b o v e a ll, y o u r so u ls w o u ld  ch o o se h im  certa in ly ð y o u r so u ls w o u ld  tru st
in  h im ! Y e w o u ld  sa y , 'A ssh u r sh a ll n o t sa v e u s, w e w ill n o t rid e o n
h o rses.' C rea tu res sh a ll n o t sa tisfy  u s, w e w ill seek  o u r h a p p in ess in  th ee
a n d  n o w h ere else; sin ce w e h a v e ta sted  th is n ew  w in e, a w a y  w ith  th e o ld ,
th e n ew  is b etter. I b eseech  y o n , m a k e G o d  y o u r frien d , fo r h e is a  g rea t
o n e; w h eth er h e b e a  frien d  o r a n  en em y , h e h a th  tw o  p ro p erties th a t
m a k e h im  eith er m o st co m fo rta b le, o r m o st terrib le, a cco rd in g  a s h e is a t
p ea ce o r w a r w ith  so u ls,ð etern ity , a n d  o m n ip o ten cy . Y o u  w ere a ll o n ce
en em ies to  h im . O  co n sid er w h a t a  p a rty  y o u  h a v e, a n  a lm ig h ty  p a rty , a n d
a n  u n ch a n g ea b le p a rty ! a n d  if y o u  w ill m a k e p ea ce w ith  h im , a n d  th a t in



C h rist, th en  k n o w  h e is th e b est frien d  in  th e w o rld , b eca u se h e is
u n ch a n g ea b le a n d  a lm ig h ty . If h e b e th y  frien d , h e w ill d o  a ll fo r th ee h e
ca n  d o  a n d  th o u  h a st n eed  o f. M a n y  frien d s w illin g  to  d o , h a v e n o t a b ility ,
b u t h e h a th  p o w er to  d o  w h a t h e w ills a n d  p lea ses. M a n y  frien d s a re
ch a n g ea b le,ð th eir a ffectio n s d ry  u p  a n d  o f th em selv es d ie; a n d  th erefo re
ev en  p rin ces' frien d sh ip  is b u t a  v a in  co n fid en ce, fo r th ey  sh a ll d ie, a n d
th en  th eir th o u g h ts o f fa v o u r p erish  w ith  th em ; b u t h e a b id es th e sa m e
fo r a ll g en era tio n s. T h ere is n o  en d  o f h is d u ra tio n , a n d  n o  en d  o f h is
a ffectio n ; h e ca n  still sa y , 'I a m  th a t I a m .' W h a t I w a s, I a m ; a n d  I w ill b e
w h a t I a m . M en  ca n n o t sa y  so , th ey  a re lik e th e b ro o k s th a t th e
co m p a n ies o f T em a n  lo o k ed  a fter, a n d  th o u g h t to  h a v e fo u n d  th em  in
su m m er a s th ey  left th em  in  w in ter; b u t b eh o ld  th ey  w ere d ried  u p , a n d
th e co m p a n ies a sh a m ed . G o d  ca n n o t m a k e th ee a sh a m ed  o f th y  h o p e,
b eca u se h e is fa ith fu l a n d  a b le. A b ility  a n d  fid elity  is a  su re a n ch o r to  h o ld
b y  in  a ll sto rm s a n d  tem p ests.

S u ch  is G o d  in  h im self. N o w , th ere a re tw o  m a n n er o f w a y s h e v en ts
h im self to w a rd s th e crea tu res,ð in  a  co m fo rta b le w a y , o r in  a  terrib le w a y .
T h is g lo rio u s p erfectio n  a n d  a lm ig h ty  p o w er h a th  a n  issu e u p o n  sin n ers,
a n d  it ru n s in  a  tw o fo ld  ch a n n el, o f m ercy  o r ju stice; o f m ercy  to w a rd s
m isera b le sin n ers th a t fin d  th em selv es lo st, a n d  flee u n to  h im  a n d  ta k e
h o ld  o f h is stren g th ; a n d  ju stice to w a rd s a ll th o se th a t fla tter th em selv es
in  th eir o w n  ey es, a n d  co n tin u e in  th eir sin s, a n d  p u t th e ev il d a y  fa r o ff.
T h ere is n o  m ercy  fo r su ch  a s fea r n o t ju stice, a n d  th ere is n o  ju stice fo r
su ch  a s flee fro m  it u n to  m ercy . T h e L o rd  ex h ib its h im self in  a  tw o fo ld
a p p ea ra n ce, a cco rd in g  to  th e co n d itio n  o f sin n ers. H e sits o n  a  th ro n e a n d
trib u n a l o f g ra ce a n d  m ercy , to  m a k e a ccess to  th e v ilest sin n er w h o  is
a fra id  o f h is w ra th  a n d  w o u ld  fa in  b e a t p ea ce w ith  h im ; a n d  h e sits o n  a
th ro n e o f ju stice a n d  w ra th , to  seclu d e a n d  d eb a r p resu m p tu o u s sin n ers
fro m  h o lin ess. T h ere w ere tw o  m o u n ta in s u n d er th e la w ,ð o n e o f
cu rsin g s, a n d  a n o th er o f b lessin g s. T h ese a re th e m o u n ta in s G o d  sets h is
th ro n e u p o n , a n d  fro m  th ese h e sp ea k s a n d  sen ten ces m a n k in d . F ro m  th e
m o u n ta in  o f cu rsin g s, h e h a th  p ro n o u n ced  a  cu rse a n d  co n d em n a to ry
sen ten ce u p o n  a ll flesh , 'fo r a ll h a v e sin n ed .' T h erefo re, h e co n clu d es a ll
u n d er sin , th a t a ll flesh  m ig h t sto p  th eir m o u th , a n d  th e w h o le w o rld
b eco m e g u ilty  b efo re G o d . N o w , th e L o rd  h a v in g  th u s co n d em n ed  a ll
m a n k in d  b eca u se o f d iso b ed ien ce, h e sits a g a in  u p o n  th e m o u n ta in  o f



b lessin g s, a n d  p ro n o u n ces a  sen ten ce o f a b so lu tio n , o f a s m a n y  a s h a v e
ta k en  w ith  th e sen ten ce o f co n d em n a tio n , a n d  a p p ea led  to  h is g ra ce a n d
m ercy ; a n d  th o se w h ich  d o  n o t so , th e sen ten ce o f co n d em n a tio n  sta n d s
a b o v e th eir h ea d s u n rep ea led . H e erects h is trib u n a l o f ju stice in  th e
w o rld  fo r th is en d , th a t a ll flesh  m ig h t o n ce b e co n v icted  b efo re h im ; a n d
th erefo re h e cites, a s it w ere, a n d  su m m o n s a ll m en  to  sist th em selv es a n d
co m p ea r b efo re h is trib u n a l, to  b e ju d g ed . H e la y s o u t a n  a ccu sa tio n  in
th e w o rd  a g a in st th em . H e ta k es th eir co n scien ces w itn ess o f th e tru th  o f
a ll th a t is ch a rg ed  o n  th em , a n d  th en  p ro n o u n ces th a t sen ten ce in  th eir
co n scien ce, 'C u rsed  is h e th a t a b id eth  n o t in  a ll th in g s,' w h ich  th e
co n scien ce su b su m es, a n d  co n clu d es itself a ccu rsed , a n d  su b scrib es to
th e eq u ity  o f th e sen ten ce. A n d  th u s m a n  is g u ilty  b efo re G o d , a n d  h is
m o u th  sto p p ed . H e h a th  n o  ex cu ses, n o  p reten ces, h e ca n  see n o  w a y  to
esca p e fro m  ju stice, a n d  G o d  is ju stified , b y  th is m ea n s, in  h is sp ea k in g
a n d  ju d g in g , P sa lm  5 1.4 . T h e so u l ra tifies a n d  co n firm s th e tru th  a n d
ju stice o f a ll h is th rea ten in g s a n d  ju d g m en ts, R o m . 3 .4 . N o w , fo r su ch
so u ls a s jo in  w ith  G o d  in  ju d g in g  a n d  co n d em n in g  th em selv es, th e L o rd
h a th  erected  a  th ro n e o f g ra ce a n d  trib u n a l o f m ercy  in  th e w o rd ,
w h ereu p o n  h e h a th  set h is S o n  J esu s C h rist, P sa lm  2 .6 ; 8 9 .14 ; 4 5 .6 ; H eb .
1.8 . A n d  O ! th is th ro n e is a  co m fo rta b le th ro n e. M ercy  a n d  tru th  g o
b efo re th e fa ce o f th e k in g  to  w elco m e a n d  en terta in  m isera b le sin n ers,
a n d  to  m a k e a ccess to  th em . A n d  fro m  th is th ro n e J esu s C h rist h o ld s o u t
th e scep tre o f th e g o sp el, to  in v ite sin n ers, self-co n d em n ed  sin n ers, to
co m e to  h im  a lo n e, w h o  h a th  g o tten  a ll fin a l ju d g m en t co m m itted  to  h im ,
th a t h e m a y  g iv e etern a l life 'to  w h o m  h e w ill,' J o h n  5 .2 1,2 2 . O ! th a t is a
sw eet a n d  a m p le co m m issio n  g iv en  to  o u r frien d  a n d  b ro th er, J esu s
C h rist,ð p o w er to  rep ea l sen ten ces p a ssed  a g a in st u s,ð p o w er a n d
a u th o rity  to  a b so lv e th em  w h o m  ju stice h a th  co n d em n ed , a n d  to  b less
w h o m  th e la w  h a th  cu rsed , a n d  to  o p en  th eir m o u th  to  p ra ise w h o se
m o u th  sin  a n d  g u iltin ess h a th  sto p p ed ,ð p o w er to  g iv e th e a n sw er o f a
g o o d  co n scien ce to  th y  ev il self-to rm en tin g  co n scien ce! In  a  w o rd , h e
h a th  p o w er to  g iv e life, to  m a k e a liv e a n d  h ea l th o se w h o  a re k illed  o r
w o u n d ed  b y  th e co m m a n d m en t. N o w , I sa y , seein g  G o d  h a th  o f p u rp o se
esta b lish ed  th is th ro n e o f m ercy  in  th e w o rd , th o u  m a y est w ell, a fter
receiv in g  a n d  a ck n o w led g in g  o f th e ju stice o f th e cu rse o f th e la w , a p p ea l
to  d iv in e m ercy  a n d  g ra ce sittin g  o n  a n o th er th ro n e o f th e g o sp el. T h o u
m a y estð if th y  co n scien ce u rg e th ee to  d esp a ir, a n d  to  co n clu d e th ere is



n o  h o p eð th o u  m a y est, I sa y , a p p ea l fro m  th y  co n scien ce, fro m  S a ta n ,
fro m  ju stice, u n to  J esu s C h rist, w h o  is h o ld in g  o u t th e scep tre to  th ee.
T h e m in ister ca lls th ee, rise a n d  co m e; sta n d  n o  lo n g er b efo re th a t b a r,
fo r it is a  su b o rd in a te ju d ica to ry ; th ere is a  w a y  to  red ress th ee b y  a
h ig h er co u rt o f g ra ce. T h o u  m a y est sa y  to  ju stice, to  S a ta n , to  th y  o w n
co n scien ce,ð "It is tru e, I co n fess, th a t I d eserv e th a t sen ten ce; I a m
g u ilty , a n d  ca n  sa y  n o th in g  a g a in st it, w h ile I sta n d  a lo n e. B u t th o u g h  I
ca n n o t sa tisfy , a n d  h a v e n o t; y et th ere is o n e, J esu s C h rist, w h o  g a v e h is
life a  ra n so m  fo r m a n y , a n d  w h o m  G o d  h a th  g iv en  a s a  p ro p itia tio n  fo r
sin s. H e h a th  sa tisfied  a n d  p a id  th e d eb t in  m y  n a m e; g o  a n d  a p p reh en d
th e ca u tio n er, sin ce h e h a th  u n d erta k en  it, n a y , h e h a th  d o n e it, a n d  is
a b so lv ed . T h o u  h a d st h im  in  th y  h a n d s, O  J u stice! T h o u  h a d st h im
p riso n er u n d er th e p o w er o f d ea th . S in ce th o u  h a st let h im  g o , th en  h e is
a cq u itted  fro m  a ll th e ch a rg e o f m y  sin s; a n d  th erefo re, sin ce I k n o w  th a t
h e is n o w  a  k in g , a n d  h a th  a  th ro n e to  ju d g e th e w o rld  a n d  p lea d  th e
ca u se o f th e p o o r sh eep , I w ill a p p ea l to  h im , refer th e ca u se to  h is
d ecisio n , I w ill m a k e m y  su p p lica tio n  to  h im , a n d  certa in ly  h e w ill h ea r,
a n d  in terp o se h im self b etw een  w ra th  a n d  m e. H e w ill rescin d  th is
sen ten ce o f co n d em n a tio n , sin ce h e h im self w a s co n d em n ed  fo r u s a n d  is
ju stified ,ð 'It is C h rist th a t d ied , y ea  ra th er th a t is risen  a g a in ,' w h o  sh a ll
co n d em n  m e? H e is n ea r th a t ju stifies m e, R o m . 8 .3 3 ,3 4 . N o w  if th o u  d o
in d eed  flee u n to  h im  fo r refu g e, th a t city  is o p en  fo r th ee, a n d  n o th in g  to
p reju d g e th y  en try . B u t n o  cu rse, n o  co n d em n a tio n  ca n  en ter in  it, R o m .
8 .1. H e w ill ju stify  a n d  a b so lv e th ee fro m  a ll th in g s w h ereo f th e la w  co u ld
n o t ju stify  th ee, b u t co n d em n  th ee. T h ere is fo rg iv en ess w ith  h im , th a t h e
m a y  b e fea red . D a v id  m a y  tea ch  th ee th is m a n n er o f a p p lica tio n , (P sa lm
13 0 . a n d  14 2 .2 ,) o f a p p ea lin g  fro m  th e d eserv ed  cu rse, to  free u n d eserv ed
b lessin g  a n d  m ercy  in  C h rist.

L et u s co n sid er th is n a m e o f th e L o rd , a n d  it sh a ll a n sw er a ll o u r
su sp icio n s o f h im ,ð a ll o u r o b jectio n s a g a in st co m in g  to  h im  a n d
b eliev in g  in  h im . It is certa in , ig n o ra n ce is th e m o th er o f u n b elief,
to g eth er w ith  th e n a tu ra l p erv ersen ess o f o u r h ea rts. If w e k n ew  h is
n a m e, w e w o u ld  tru st in  h im ; if h is n a m es w ere p o n d ered  a n d
co n sid ered , w e w o u ld  b eliev e in  h im . S a ta n  k n o w s th is, a n d  th erefo re h is
g rea t sleig h t a n d  cu n n in g  is to  h o ld  o u r m in d s fix ed  o n  th e co n sid era tio n
o f o u r m isery  a n d  d esp era te esta te. H e k eep s th e a w a k en ed  co n scien ce



still u p o n  th a t co m fo rtless sig h t, a n d  h e la b o u rs to  rep resen t G o d  b y
h a lv es, a n d  th a t it is a  fa lse rep resen ta tio n  o f G o d . H e rep resen ts h im  a s
clo th ed  w ith  ju stice a n d  v en g ea n ce,ð a s a  co n su m in g  fire, in  w h ich  lig h t a
so u l ca n  see n o th in g  b u t d esp era tio n  w ritten ; a n d  h e la b o u rs to  h o ld  o u t
th e th o u g h ts o f h is m ercy  a n d  g ra ce, o r d iv erts a  so u l fro m  th e
co n sid era tio n  o f h is p ro m ises; w h en ce it co m es, th a t th ey  a re n o t
esta b lish ed , th a t th o u g h  sa lv a tio n  b e n ea r, y et it is fa r fro m  th em  in  th eir
sen se a n d  a p p reh en sio n . T h erefo re I sa y , y o u  sh o u ld  la b o u r to  g et a n
en tire sig h t o f G o d , a n d  y o u  sh a ll see h im  b est in  h is w o rd . T h ere h e
rev ea ls h im self, a n d  th ere y o u  fin d , if y o u  co n sid er, th a t w h ich  m a y  m a k e
y o u  fea r h im  in d eed , b u t n ev er flee fro m  h im ,ð th a t w h ich  m a y  a b a se y o u ,
b u t w ith a l em b o ld en  y o u  to  co m e to  h im  th o u g h  trem b lin g . W h a tev er
th o u g h t p o ssess th ee o f th in e o w n  m isery , o f th y  o w n  g u iltin ess, la b o u r to
co u n terp o ise th a t w ith  th e th o u g h t o f h is m ercy  a n d  free p ro m ises.
W h a tev er b e su g g ested  o f h is h o lin ess a n d  ju stice, h ea r h im self sp ea k  o u t
h is o w n  n a m e, a n d  th o u  sh a ll h ea r a s m u ch  o f m ercy  a n d  g ra ce a s m a y
m a k e th ese n o t terrib le u n to  th ee, th o u g h  h ig h  a n d  h o n o u ra b le. T h e L o rd
h a th  so  fra m ed  th e ex p ressio n  a n d  p ro cla m a tio n  o f h is n a m e in  th is
p la ce, th a t first a  w o rd  o f m a jesty  a n d  p o w er is p rem ised ,ð 'th e L o rd , th e
L o rd  G o d ,'ð th a t it m a y  co m p o se o u r h ea rts in  fea r a n d  rev eren ce o f su ch
a  g lo rio u s o n e, a n d  m a k e a  p rep a ra to ry  im p ressio n  o f th e m a jesty  o f o u r
G o d , w h ich  in d eed  is th e fo u n d a tio n  o f a ll tru e fa ith . It b eg in s to  a d o re
a n d  a d m ire a  d eity , a  m a jesty  h id  fro m  th e w o rld . T h e th o u g h ts o f h is
p o w er a n d  g lo ry  p o ssess th e so u l first, a n d  m a k e it b eg in  to  trem b le to
th in k  th a t it h a th  su ch  a  h ig h  a n d  h o ly  o n e to  d ea l w ith .

B u t, in  th e n ex t p la ce, y o u  h a v e th e m o st sw eet, a llu rin g , co m fo rtin g
sty les th a t ca n  b e im a g in ed , to  m eet w ith  th e trem b lin g  a n d  la n g u ish in g
co n d itio n  o f a  so u l th a t w o u ld  b e rea d y  to  fa in t b efo re su ch  a  m a jesty .
H ere M ercy  ta k es it b y  th e h a n d , a n d  g iv es a  co rd ia l o f g ra ce, p a rd o n ,
fo rg iv en ess, & c. to  it, w h ich  rev iv es th e so u l o f th e h u m b le, a n d
in term in g les so m e rejo icin g  w ith  fo rm er trem b lin g . M a jesty  a n d
g rea tn ess g o  b efo re to  a b a se a n d  h u m b le th e so u l in  its o w n  ey es; a n d
m ercy  a n d  g o o d n ess seco n d  th em , to  lift u p  th o se w h o  a re lo w  a n d  ex a lt
th e h u m b le. A n d  in  th e d escrip tio n  o f th is, th e L o rd  sp en d s m o re w o rd s,
a cco rd in g  to  th e n ecessity  o f a  so u l, to  sig n ify  to  u s h o w  g rea t a n d  stro n g
co n so la tio n  m a y  b e g ro u n d ed  o n  h is n a m e,ð h o w  a ccessib le h e is, th o u g h



h e d w ell in  in a ccessib le lig h t, h o w  lo v ely  h e is, th o u g h  h e b e th e h ig h  a n d
th e lo fty  o n e,ð h o w  g o o d  h e is, th o u g h  h e b e g rea t,ð h o w  m ercifu l h e is,
th o u g h  h e b e m a jestic. In  a  w o rd , th a t th o se th a t flee to  h im  m a y  h a v e a ll
in v ita tio n , a ll en co u ra g em en t to  co m e, a n d  n o th in g  to  d isco u ra g e, to
p reju d g e th eir w elco m e; th a t w h o ev er w ill, m a y  co m e, a n d  n o th in g  m a y
h in d er o n  h is p a rt. A n d  th en , a fter a ll th is, h e su b jo in s a  w o rd  o f h is
ju stice, in  a v en g in g  sin , to  sh o w  u s th a t h e lea v es th a t a s th e la st; th a t h e
essa y s a ll g a in in g  w a y s o f m ercy  w ith  u s; a n d  th a t h e is n o t v ery  m u ch
d elig h ted  w ith  th e d ea th  o f sin n ers, th a t so  w h o so ev er p erish es m a y
b la m e th em selv es fo r h a tin g  th eir o w n  sa lv a tio n  a n d  fo rsa k in g  th eir o w n
m ercy .

N o w  w h o ev er th o u  a rt th a t a p p reh en d est a  d rea d fu l a n d  terrib le G o d , a n d
th y self a  m isera b le a n d  w retch ed  sin n er, th o u  ca n st fin d  n o  co m fo rt in
G o d 's h ig h n ess a n d  p o w er, b u t it lo o k s terrib le u p o n  th ee, b eca u se th o u
d o u b test o f h is g o o d -w ill to  sa v e a n d  p a rd o n  th ee. T h o u  sa y est w ith  th e
b lin d  m a n , If th o u  w ilt, th o u  ca n st d o  it; th o u  a rt a  stro n g  G o d , b u t w h a t
co m fo rt ca n  I h a v e in  th y  stren g th , sin ce I k n o w  n o t th y  g o o d -w ill? I sa y ,
th e L o rd  a n sw ers th ee in  th is n a m e, I a m  'm ercifu l,' sa ith  th e L o rd . If
th o u  b e m isera b le, I a m  m ercifu l a s w ell a s stro n g ; if th o u  h a v e sin  a n d
m isery , I h a v e co m p a ssio n  a n d  p ity . M y  m ercy  m a y  b e a  co p y  a n d  p a ttern
to  a ll m en  to  lea rn  it o f m e, ev en  to w a rd s th eir o w n  b reth ren , L u k e 6 .3 6 .
T h erefo re h e is ca lled  'th e fa th er o f m ercies,' 2  C o r. 1.3 . M isericors est cui
alterius m iseria cordi est. M ercy  h a th  its v ery  n a m e fro m  m isery , fo r it is
n o  o th er th in g  th a n  to  la y  a n o th er's m isery  to  h ea rt; n o t to  d esp ise it, n o t
to  a d d  to  it, b u t to  h elp  it. It is a  stro n g  in clin a tio n  to  su cco u r th e m isery
o f sin n ers, th erefo re th o u  n eed est n o  o th er th in g  to  co m m en d  th ee to
h im . A rt th o u  m isera b le, a n d  k n o w est it in d eed ? T h en  h e is m ercifu l; a n d
k n o w  th a t a lso , th ese tw o  su it w ell.

N a y , b u t sa ith  th e co n v in ced  so u l, I k n o w  n o t if h e w ill b e m ercifu l to  m e,
fo r w h a t a m  I? T h ere is n o th in g  in  m e to  b e reg a rd ed . I h a v e n o th in g  to
co n cilia te fa v o u r, a n d  a ll th a t m a y  p ro cu re h a tred . B u t, sa ith  th e L o rd , I
a m  'g ra cio u s,' a n d  d isp en se m ercy  freely , w ith o u t resp ect to  co n d itio n  o r
q u a lifica tio n . S a y  n o t, if I h a d  su ch  a  m ea su re o f h u m ilia tio n  a s su ch  a
o n e,ð if I lo v ed  h im  so  m u ch ,ð if I h a d  so  m u ch  g o d ly  so rro w  a n d
rep en ta n ce,ð th en , I th in k  h e w o u ld  b e m ercifu l to  m e. S a y  n o t so , fo r



b eh o ld  h e is g ra cio u s. H e h a th  m ercy  o n  w h o m  h e w ill h a v e m ercy ; a n d
th ere is n o  o th er ca u se, n o  m o tiv e to  p ro cu re it; it co m es fro m  w ith in  h is
o w n  b rea st. It is n o t th y  rep en ta n ce w ill m a k e h im  lo v e th ee, n o r th y
h a rd n ess o f h ea rt w ill m a k e h im  h a te th ee o r o b stru ct th e v en t o f h is
g ra ce to w a rd s th ee. N o ! if it b e g ra ce, it is n o  m o re o f w o rk s,ð n o t w o rk s
in  th a t w a y  th a t th o u  im a g in est. It is n o t o f rep en ta n ce, n o t o f fa ith  in  th a t
sen se th o u  co n ceiv est; b u t it is freely , w ith o u t th e h ire, w ith o u t th e p rice
o f rep en ta n ce o r fa ith , b eca u se a ll th o se a re b u t th e free g ifts o f g ra ce.
T h o u  w o u ld st h a v e th ese g ra ces to  p ro cu re h is fa v o u r, a n d  to  m a k e th em
th e g ro u n d  o f th y  b eliev in g  in  h is p ro m ises b u t g ra ce is w ith o u t m o n ey . It
im m ed ia tely  co n tra cts w ith  d isco v ered  m isery , so  th a t if th o u  d o  d isco v er
in  th y self m isery  a n d  sin , th o u g h  th o u  fin d  n o th in g  else, y et d o  n o t ca st
a w a y  co n fid en ce, b u t so  m u ch  th e m o re a d d ress th y self to  m ercy  a n d
g ra ce, w h ich  d o  n o t seek  rep en ta n ce in  th ee, b u t b rin g  rep en ta n ce a n d
fa ith  w ith  th em  u n to  th ee. Y et th ere is so m eth in g  in  th e a w a k en ed
co n scien ce. I h a v e g o n e o n  lo n g  in  sin ; I h a v e b een  a  p resu m p tu o u s
sin n er; ca n  h e en d u re m e lo n g er? W ell, h ea r w h a t th e L o rd  sa ith , I a m
'lo n g -su fferin g ' a n d  p a tien t. A n d  if h e h a d  n o t b een  so , w e h a d  b een
d a m n ed  ere n o w . P a tien ce h a th  a  lo n g  term , a n d  w e ca n n o t o u tru n  it,
o u tw ea ry  it. W h y  d o  w e n o t w o n d er th a t h e p resen tly  a n d  in sta n tly
ex ecu ted  h is w ra th  o n  a n g els, a n d  g a v e th em  n o t o n e h o u r's sp a ce fo r
rep en ta n ce, b u t ca st th em  d o w n  h ea d lo n g  in to  d estru ctio n , a s in  a
m o m en t; a n d  y et h is m a jesty  h a th  so  lo n g  d ela y ed  th e ex ecu tio n  o f o u r
sen ten ce, a n d  ca lls u s u n to  rep en ta n ce a n d  fo rg iv en ess, th a t w e m a y
esca p e th e co n d em n a tio n  o f a n g els? H is p a tien ce is n o t sla ck n ess a n d
n eg lig en ce, a s m en  co u n t it, 2  P et. 3 .9 . H e sits n o t in  h ea v en  a s a n  id o l,
a n d  id le sp ecta to r o f w h a t m en  a re d o in g ; b u t h e o b serv es a ll w ro n g s, a n d
is sen sib le o f th em  a lso . A n d  if w e w ere m in d fu l a n d  sen sib le o f th em
a lso , h e w o u ld  fo rg et th em . H e is lo n g -su fferin g . T h is is ex ten d ed  a n d
stretch ed -o u t p a tien ce b ey o n d  a ll ex p ecta tio n , b ey o n d  a ll d eserv in g , y ea
co n tra ry  to  it. T h erefo re, a s lo n g  a s h e fo rb ea rs, if th o u  a p p reh en d  th y
m isery  a n d  sin , a n d  co n tin u a n ce in  it; d o  n o t co n clu d e th a t it is
d esp era te. 'W h y  sh o u ld  a  liv in g  m a n  co m p la in ?' A s lo n g  a s p a tien ce
len g th en s th y  life, if th o u  d esire to  co m e to  h im , b eliev e h e w ill a ccep t
th ee.

B u t, sa ith  th e d o u b tin g  so u l, I a m  ex ceed in g  p erv erse a n d  w ick ed ; th ere is



n o th in g  in  m e b u t w ick ed n ess. It so  a b o u n d s in  m e th a t th ere is n o n e lik e
m e. B u t, sa ith  th e L o rd , I a m  'a b u n d a n t in  g o o d n ess.' T h y  w ick ed n ess,
th o u g h  it b e g rea t, it is b u t a  crea ted  w ick ed n ess; b u t m y  g o o d n ess is th e
g o o d n ess o f G o d . I a m  a s a b u n d a n t in  g ra ce a n d  g o o d n ess a s th o u  a rt in
sin ,ð n a y , in fin itely  m o re. T h y  sin  is b u t th e tra n sg ressio n  o f a  fin ite
crea tu re; b u t m y  m ercy  is th e co m p a ssio n  o f a n  in fin ite G o d ,ð it ca n
sw a llo w  it u p . S u p p o se th y  sin  cry  u p  to  h ea v en , y et m ercy  rea ch es a b o v e
h ea v en , a n d  is b u ilt u p  fo r ev er. H ere is a n  in v ita tio n  to  a ll sin n ers to
co m e a n d  ta ste,ð O  co m e a n d  ta ste, a n d  see h o w  g o o d  th e L o rd  is!
G o o d n ess is co m m u n ica tiv e; it d iffu ses itself, lik e th e su n 's lig h t. T h ere is
'rich es o f h is g o o d n ess,' R o m . 2 .4 . P o o r so u l, th o u  ca n st n o t sp en d  it
th o u g h  th o u  h a v e m a n y  w a n ts!

B u t I a m  fu ll o f d o u b tin g s, fea rs, a n d  jea lo u sies; I ca n n o t b eliev e in  h is
p ro m ises; I o ften  q u estio n  th em . H o w , th en , w ill h e p erfo rm  th em ? I sa y ,
sa ith  th e L o rd , I a m  a b u n d a n t in  tru th . H e w ill certa in ly  p erfo rm . S h a ll
o u r u n b elief, o r d o u b tin g , 'm a k e th e fa ith  o f G o d  w ith o u t effect?' & c.
R o m . 3 .3 . G o d  fo rb id ! H is fa ith fu ln ess rea ch es u n to  th e clo u d s; h e w ill
k eep  co v en a n t w ith  th ee, w h o se so u l h a th  ch o sen  h im , th o u g h  th o u  o ften
q u estio n  a n d  d o u b t o f h im . In d eed , th o u  sh o u ld st n o t g iv e in d u lg en ce to
th y  d o u b tin g s a n d  jea lo u sies, b u t lo o k  o n  th em  a s h ig h  p ro v o ca tio n s. F o r
w h a t ca n  b e m o re g riev o u s to  ferv en t lo v e th a n  to  m eet w ith  jea lo u sy ?
J ea lo u sy  w o u ld  q u en ch  a n y  crea tu re's lo v e; b u t th o u g h  it g riev e a n d
p ro v o k e h im , y et h e w ill n o t ch a n g e, h e w ill n o t d im in ish  h is. O n ly  d o  n o t
th in k  y o u r d isp u tin g s a n d  q u a rrellin g  in n o cen t a n d  h a rm less th in g s. N o
certa in ly , th ey  g riev e th e S p irit,ð stir u p  th e b elo v ed  to  g o  a w a y , a s it
w ere, b efo re h e p lea se,ð a n d  m a k e th ee w a lk  w ith o u t co m fo rt, a n d
w ith o u t fru it. Y et h e w ill b ea r w ith , a n d  n o t q u en ch  'th e sm o k in g  fla x ' o f a
b eliev er's d esires, th o u g h  th ey  d o  n o t a rise to  th e fla m e o f a ssu ra n ce.

B u t th e w o u n d ed  sp irit h a th  o n e o r tw o  b u rd en s m o re. I h a v e a b u sed
m u ch  m ercy , h o w  ca n  m ercy  p ity  m e? I h a v e tu rn ed  g ra ce in to
w a n to n n ess, so  th a t w h en  I lo o k  to  m ercy  a n d  g ra ce to  co m fo rt m e, th ey
d o  ra th er ch a llen g e m e. T h e sin s o f n o n e a re lik e m in e,ð n o n e o f su ch  a
h ein o u s a n d  p resu m p tu o u s n a tu re. B u t let u s h ea r w h a t G o d  th e L o rd
sp ea k s: I k eep  'm ercy  fo r th o u sa n d s, fo rg iv in g  in iq u ity , a n d
tra n sg ressio n , a n d  sin .' T h o u  h a st w a sted  m u ch  m ercy , b u t m o re is



b eh in d ; a ll th e trea su re is n o t sp en t. T h o u g h  th ere w ere m a n y  th o u sa n d
w o rld s b esid es, I co u ld  p a rd o n  th em  a ll, if th ey  w o u ld  flee u n to  m y  m ercy .
T h o u  sh a lt n o t b e stra iten ed  in  m e. M ercy  w ill p a rd o n  th y  a b u se o f
m ercy ; it w ill fo rg iv e a ll fa u lts th o u  d o st a g a in st itself. T h o u  th a t sin n est
a g a in st th e S o n  o f m a n , th e R ed eem er o f th e w o rld , a n d  rem ed y  o f sin ,ð
y et th ere is p a rd o n  fo r th ee, w h a tev er th e q u a lity , co n d itio n , o r
circu m sta n ce o f th y  sin  b e. W h o ev er, co n v in ced  o f it, a n d  lo a d en ed  w ith
it, d esirest rest to  th y  so u l, th o u  m a y est fin d  it in  C h rist, w h o se fo rm er
k in d n ess th o u  h a st a n sw ered  w ith  co n tem p t. M a n y  sin s, m a n y  g rea t sin s,
a n d  th ese p resu m p tu o u s sin s, ca n n o t ex clu d e, n a y , n o  sin  ca n  ex clu d e a
w illin g  so u l. U n b elief k eep s th ee u n w illin g , a n d  so  ex clu d es th ee.

N o w , a s th e sp id er su ck s p o iso n  o u t o f th e sw eetest flo w er, so  th e m o st
p a rt o f so u ls su ck  n o th in g  b u t d elu sio n  a n d  p resu m p tio n  a n d  h a rd en in g
o u t o f th e g o sp el. M a n y  so u ls rea so n  fo r m o re lib erty  to  sin , fro m  m ercy .
B u t b eh o ld , h o w  th e L o rd  b a ck s it w ith  a  d rea d fu l w o rd , 'w h o  w ill b y  n o
m ea n s clea r th e g u ilty .' A s m a n y  a s d o  n o t co n d em n  th em selv es b efo re
th e trib u n a l o f ju stice, th ere is n o  rescin d in g  o f th e co n d em n a to ry
sen ten ce, b u t it sta n d s a b o v e th eir h ea d s, 'h e th a t b eliev eth  n o t is
co n d em n ed  a lrea d y .' J u stice h a th  co n d em n ed  a ll b y  a  sen ten ce. H e th a t
d o th  n o t, in  th e sen se o f th is, flee u n to  J esu s C h rist fro m  sin  a n d  w ra th , is
a lrea d y  co n d em n ed . H is sen ten ce is sta n d in g . T h ere n eed s n o  n ew  o n e.
S in ce h e flees n o t to  m ercy  fo r a b so lu tio n , th e sen ten ce o f co n d em n a tio n
sta n d s u n rep ea led . Y o u  g u ilty  so u ls w h o  clea r y o u rselv es, G o d  w ill n o t
clea r y o u . A n d , a la s! h o w  m a n y  o f y o u  d o  clea r y o u rselv es! D o  y o u  n o t
ex ten u a te a n d  m in ce y o u r sin s? H o w  h a rd  is it to  ex to rt a n y  co n fessio n  o f
g u ilt o u t o f y o u , b u t in  th e g en era l! If w e co n d escen d  to  p a rticu la rs, m a n y
o f y o u  w ill p lea d  in n o cen cy  a lm o st in  ev ery  th in g , th o u g h  y o u  h a v e, lik e
ch ild ren , lea rn ed  to  sp ea k  th ese w o rd s th a t y e a re sin n ers. I b eseech  y o u
co n sid er it; it is n o  lig h t m a tter, fo r 'G o d  w ill b y  n o  m ea n s clea r th e
g u ilty ;' b y  n o  m ea n s, b y  n o  en trea ties, n o  fla tteries. W h a t! w ill h e n o t
p a rd o n  sin ? Y es in d eed : h is n a m e tells y o u  h e w ill p a rd o n  a ll k in d  o f sin s,
a n d  a b so lv e a ll m a n n er o f g u ilty  p erso n s: b u t y et su ch  a s d o  co n d em n
th em selv es, su ch  a s a re g u ilty  in  th eir o w n  co n scien ce, a n d  th eir m o u th s
sto p p ed  b efo re G o d ,ð y o u  w h o  d o  n o t en ter in to  th e serio u s ex a m in a tio n
o f y o u r w a y s, a n d  d o  n o t a rra ig n  y o u rselv es b efo re G o d 's trib u n a l d a ily ,
till y o u  fin d  y o u rselv es lo a th so m e a n d  d esp era te, a n d  n o  refu g e fo r y o u ,ð



y o u  w h o  d o  fla tter y o u rselv es a lw a y s in  th e h o p e o f h ea v en , a n d  p u t th e
fea r o f h ell a lw a y s fro m  y o u ,ð I sa y , G o d  w ill b y  n o  m ea n s, n o  p ra y ers, n o
en trea ties, clea r o r p a rd o n  y o u , b eca u se y o u  co m e n o t to  J esu s C h rist, in
w h o m  is p rea ch ed  fo rg iv en ess a n d  rem issio n  o f sin s. Y o u  w h o  ta k e lib erty
to  sin , b eca u se G o d  is g ra cio u s, a n d  d ela y  rep en ta n ce till th e en d , b eca u se
G o d  is lo n g -su fferin g ,ð k n o w  G o d  w ill n o t clea r y o u ; h e is h o ly  a n d  ju st,
a s h e is m ercifu l. If h is m ercy  m a k e th ee n o t fea r a n d  trem b le b efo re h im ,
a n d  d o  n o t sep a ra te th ee fro m  th y  sin s,ð if rem issio n  o f sin s b e n o t th e
stro n g est p ersu a sio n  to  th y  so u l o f th e rem o v in g  o f sin ,ð certa in ly  th o u
d o st in  v a in  p resu m e u p o n  h is m ercy .

 

L E C T U R E  X .
W H A T  G O D  IS .

J O H N  4 .2 4 . "God is a Spirit, and they that w orship H im  m ust w orship
him  in spirit and in truth."

W E  h a v e h ere so m eth in g  o f th e n a tu re o f G o d  p o in ted  o u t to  u s, a n d
so m eth in g  o f o u r d u ty  to w a rd s h im . 'G o d  is a  S p irit,' th a t is h is n a tu re;
a n d  'm a n  m u st w o rsh ip  h im ,' th a t is h is d u ty ; a n d  th a t 'in  sp irit a n d  in
tru th ,' th a t is th e rig h t m a n n er o f th e d u ty . If th ese th ree w ere w ell
p o n d ered  till th ey  d id  sin k  in to  th e b o tto m  o f o u r sp irits, th ey  w o u ld
m a k e u s in d eed  C h ristia n s, n o t in  th e letter, b u t in  th e sp irit. T h a t is
p resu p p o sed  to  a ll C h ristia n  w o rsh ip  a n d  w a lk in g , to  k n o w  w h a t G o d  is; it
is in d eed  th e prim o cognitum  o f C h ristia n ity , th e first p rin cip le o f tru e
relig io n , th e v ery  ro o t o u t o f w h ich  sp rin g s a n d  g ro w s u p  w a lk in g  su ita b ly
w ith , a n d  w o rsh ip p in g  a n sw era b ly  o f, a  k n o w n  G o d . I fea r m u ch  o f o u r
relig io n  is lik e th e A th en ia n s'; th ey  b u ilt a n  a lta r to  th e u n k n o w n  G o d ,
a n d  lik e th e S a m a rita n s', w h o  w o rsh ip p ed  th ey  k n ew  n o t w h a t. S u ch  a
w o rsh ip , I k n o w  n o t w h a t it is, w h en  th e G o d  w o rsh ip p ed  is n o t k n o w n ,
T h e tw o  p a ren ts o f tru e relig io n  a re th e k n o w led g e o f G o d  a n d  o f
o u rselv es. T h is, in d eed , is th e b eg in n in g  o f th e fea r o f G o d , w h ich  th e
w ise p rea ch er ca lls 'th e b eg in n in g  o f' tru e 'w isd o m .' A n d  th ese tw o , a s
th ey  b eg et tru e relig io n , so  th ey  ca n n o t tru ly  b e o n e w ith o u t th e o th er. It
is n o t m a n y  n o tio n s a n d  sp ecu la tio n s a b o u t th e d iv in e n a tu re,ð it is n o t



h ig h  a n d  stra in ed  co n cep tio n s o f G o d ,ð th a t co m p rise th e tru e k n o w led g e
o f h im . M a n y  th in k  th ey  k n o w  so m eth in g  w h en  th ey  ca n  sp ea k  o f th o se
m y steries in  so m e sin g u la r w a y , a n d  in  so m e term s rem o v ed  fro m
co m m o n  u n d ersta n d in g s, w h ile n eith er th em selv es n o r o th ers k n o w  w h a t
th ey  m ea n . A n d  th u s th ey  a re p resu m p tu o u s, self-co n ceited , k n o w in g
n o th in g  a s th ey  o u g h t to  k n o w . T h ere is a  k n o w led g e th a t p u ffs u p , a n d
th ere is a  k n o w led g e th a t ca sts d o w n ; a  k n o w led g e in  m a n y  th a t d o th  b u t
sw ell th em , n o t g ro w  th em ; it is b u t a  ru m o u r fu ll o f w in d , a  v a in  a n d
em p ty , fro th y  k n o w led g e, th a t is n eith er g o o d  fo r ed ify in g  o th ers, n o r
sa v in g  a  m a n 's self; a  k n o w led g e th a t a  m a n  k n o w s a n d  reflects u p o n , so
a s to  a scen d  u p o n  th e h eig h t o f it, a n d  m ea su re h im self b y  th e d eg rees o f
it. T h is is n o t th e tru e k n o w led g e o f G o d , w h ich  k n o w s n o t itself, lo o k s
n o t b a ck  u p o n  itself, b u t stra ig h t to w a rd s G o d , h is h o lin ess a n d  g lo ry , a n d
o u r b a sen ess a n d  m isery ; a n d  th erefo re it co n stra in s th e so u l to  b e
a sh a m ed  o f itself in  su ch  a  g lo rio u s p resen ce, a n d  to  m a k e h a ste to
w o rsh ip , a s M o ses, J o b , a n d  Isa ia h  d id .

T h is d efin itio n  o f G o d ,ð if w e d id  tru ly  u n d ersta n d  it, w e co u ld  n o t b u t
w o rsh ip  h im  in  a n o th er m a n n er. 'G o d  is a  S p irit.' M a n y  ig n o ra n t p eo p le
fo rm  in  th eir o w n  m in d  so m e lik en ess a n d  im a g e o f G o d , w h o  is in v isib le.
Y e k n o w  h o w  y e fa n cy  to  y o u rselv es so m e b o d ily  sh a p e. W h en  y o u
co n ceiv e o f h im , y o u  th in k  h e is so m e rev eren d  a n d  m a jestic p erso n
sittin g  o n  a  th ro n e in  h ea v en . B u t, I b eseech  y o u , co rrect y o u r m ista k es o f
h im . T h ere is o u tw a rd  id o la try  a n d  th ere is in w a rd ; th ere is id o la try  in
a ctio n , w h en  m en  p a in t o r en g ra v e so m e sim ilitu d e o f G o d ; a n d  th ere is
id o la try  in  im a g in a tio n , w h en  th e fa n cy  a n d  a p p reh en sio n  ru n  u p o n  so m e
im a g e o r lik en ess o f G o d . T h e first is a m o n g  P a p ists, b u t I fea r th e la tter
is to o  co m m o n  a m o n g  u s; a n d  it is in d eed  a ll o n e, to  fo rm  su ch  a
sim ilitu d e in  o u r m in d , a n d  to  en g ra v e o r p a in t it w ith o u t. S o  th a t th e
G o d  w h o m  m a n y  o f u s w o rsh ip , is n o t th e liv in g  a n d  tru e G o d , b u t a
p a in ted  o r g ra v en  id o l. W h en  G o d  a p p ea red  m o st v isib le to  th e w o rld , a s
a t th e g iv in g  o u t o f th e la w , y et n o  m a n  d id  see a n y  lik en ess a t a ll. H e d id
n o t co m e u n d er th e p ercep tio n  o f th e m o st su b tle sen se; h e co u ld  n o t b e
p erceiv ed  b u t b y  th e retired  u n d ersta n d in g , g o in g  a sid e fro m  a ll th in g s
v isib le. A n d  th erefo re y o u  d o  b u t fa n cy  a n  id o l to  y o u rselv es, in stea d  o f
G o d , w h en  y o u  a p p reh en d  h im  u n d er th e lik en ess o f a n y  v isib le o r
sen sib le th in g ; a n d  so  w h a tev er lo v e, o r fea r, o r rev eren ce y o u  h a v e, it is



a ll b u t m issp en t su p erstitio n , th e lo v e a n d  fea r o f a n  id o l.

I. K n o w  th en , 'th a t G o d  is a  S p irit;' a n d  th erefo re h e is lik e n o n e o f a ll
th o se th in g s y o u  see, o r h ea r, o r sm ell, o r ta ste, o r to u ch . T h e h ea v en s a re
g lo rio u s in d eed , th e lig h t is fu ll o f g lo ry ; b u t h e is n o t lik e th a t. If a ll y o u r
sen ses sh o u ld  m a k e a n  in q u iry , a n d  sea rch  fo r h im  th ro u g h o u t th e w o rld ,
y o u  sh o u ld  n o t fin d  h im . T h o u g h  h e b e n ea r h a n d  ev ery  o n e o f u s, y et o u r
ey es a n d  ea rs, a n d  a ll o u r sen ses, m ig h t tra v el th e len g th  o f th e ea rth  a n d
b rea d th  o f th e sea , a n d  sh o u ld  n o t fin d  h im , ev en  a s y o u  m ig h t sea rch  a ll
th e co rn ers o f h ea v en , ere y o u  co u ld  h ea r o r see a n  a n g el. If y o u  w o u ld
sa w  a  m a n  a su n d er a n d  reso lv e h im  in to  a to m s o f d u st, y et y o u  co u ld  n o t
p erceiv e a  so u l w ith in  h im . W h y ? B eca u se th ese a re sp irits, a n d  so
w ith o u t th e rea ch  o f y o u r sen ses.

II. If G o d  b e a  S p irit, th en  h e is in v isib le, a n d  d w ells in  lig h t in a ccessib le,
'w h ich  n o  m a n  h a th  seen  o r ca n  see.' T h en  o u r p o o r n a rro w  m in d s, th a t
a re d ro w n ed , a s it w ere, a n d  im m ersed  in  b o d ies o f cla y , a n d  in  th is sta te
o f m o rta lity , receiv e a ll k n o w led g e b y  th e sen ses, ca n n o t fra m e a n y  n o tio n
o f h is sp iritu a l a n d  a b stra cted  n a tu re. W e ca n n o t co n ceiv e w h a t o u r o w n
so u l is, b u t b y  so m e sen sib le o p era tio n  flo w in g  fro m  it; a n d  th e h eig h t
th a t o u r k n o w led g e o f th a t n o b le p a rt o f o u rselv es a m o u n ts to , is b u t th is
d a rk  a n d  co n fu sed  co n cep tio n , th a t th e so u l is so m e in w a rd  p rin cip le o f
life a n d  sen se a n d  rea so n . H o w  th en  is it p o ssib le fo r u s to  co n ceiv e a rig h t
o f th e d iv in e n a tu re, a s it is in  itself, b u t o n ly  in  a  d a rk  a n d  g en era l w a y ?
W e g u ess a t h is m a jesty , b y  th e g lo rio u s em a n a tio n s o f h is p o w er, a n d
w isd o m , a n d  th e ra y s th ereo f, w h ich  h e d isp la y s a b ro a d  in  a ll th e w o rk  o f
h is h a n d s; a n d  fro m  a ll th ese co n cu rrin g  testim o n ies, a n d  ev id en ces o f
h is m a jesty , w e g a th er th is co n fu sed  n o tio n  o f h im , th a t h e is th e
fo u n ta in -self-in d ep en d en t B ein g , th e o rig in a l o f th ese th in g s, a n d  m o re
a b so lu te in  th e w o rld  th a n  th e so u l is in  th e b o d y ; th e tru e Anim a m undi;
th e v ery  life a n d  th e lig h t o f m en , a n d  th e so u l th a t q u ick en s, m o v es, a n d
fo rm s a ll th is v isib le w o rld ; th a t m a k es a ll th in g s v isib le, a n d  h im self is
in v isib le. T h erefo re it is th a t th e L o rd  sp ea k s to  u s in  S crip tu re o f h im self,
a cco rd in g  to  o u r ca p a cities,ð o f h is fa ce, h is rig h t h a n d , a n d  a rm , h is
th ro n e, h is scep tre, h is b a ck  p a rts, h is a n g er, h is fu ry , h is rep en ta n ce, h is
g rief, a n d  so rro w ,ð n o n e o f w h ich  a re p ro p erly  in  h is sp iritu a l, im m o rta l,
a n d  u n ch a n g ea b le n a tu re. B u t b eca u se o u r d u lln ess a n d  slo w n ess is su ch



in  a p p reh en d in g  th in g s sp iritu a l, it b ein g  a lm o st w ith o u t th e sp h ere a n d
co m p reh en sio n  o f th e so u l w h ile in  th e b o d y , w h ich  is a lm o st a d d icted
u n to  th e sen ses in  th e b o d y ; th erefo re th e L o rd  a cco m m o d a tes h im self
u n to  o u r term s a n d  n o tio n s; balbutit nobiscum ,ð h e, lik e a  k in d  fa th er,
sta m m ers w ith  h is sta m m erin g  ch ild ren , sp ea k s to  th em  in  th eir o w n
d ia lect; b u t w ith a l, w o u ld  h a v e u s co n ceiv e h e is n o t rea lly  su ch  a n  o n e,
b u t in fin itely  rem o v ed  in  h is o w n  b ein g  fro m  a ll th ese im p erfectio n s. S o
w h en  y o u  h ea r o f th ese term s in  scrip tu re, O  b ew a re o f co n ceiv in g  G o d  to
b e su ch  a  o n e a s y o u rselv es! B u t, in  th ese ex p ressio n s n o t b eseem in g  h is
M a jesty , b eca u se b elo w  h im , lea rn  y o u r o w n  ig n o ra n ce o f h is g lo rio u s
M a jesty , y o u r d u lln ess a n d  in ca p a city  to  b e su ch  a s th e h o ly  O n e m u st
co m e d o w n  a s it w ere in  so m e b o d ily  a p p ea ra n ce, ere y o u  ca n  u n d ersta n d
a n y  th in g  o f h im .

III. If G o d  b e a  S p irit, th en  h e is m o st p erfect a n d  m o st p o w erfu l. A ll
im p erfectio n , a ll in firm ity , a n d  w ea k n ess in  th e crea tu re, is fo u n d ed  in
th e g ro ss a n d  m a teria l p a rt o f it. Y o u  see th e m o re m a tter a n d  b o d ily
su b sta n ce is in  a n y  th in g , it is th e m o re lu m p ish , h ea v y , a n d  v o id  o f a ll
a ctio n . It is th e m o re sp iritu a l, p u re, a n d  refin ed  p a rt o f th e crea tio n  th a t
h a th  m o st a ctiv ity  in  it, a n d  is th e p rin cip le o f a ll m o tio n s a n d  a ctio n s.
Y o u  see a  little fly  h a th  m o re a ctio n  in  it th a n  a  g rea t m o u n ta in , b eca u se
th ere a re sp irits in  it w h ich  m o v e it. T h e b o tto m  o f th e w o rld  co n ta in s th e
d reg s o f th e crea tio n , a s it w ere,ð a  m a ss a n d  lu m p  o f h ea v y  ea rth ; b u t th e
h ig h er a n d  m o re d ista n t b o d ies b e fro m  th a t, th e m o re p u re a n d  su b tile
th ey  a re; a n d  th e m o re p u re a n d  su b tile th ey  b e, th e m o re a ctio n , v irtu e,
a n d  effica cy  th ey  h a v e. T h e ea rth  sta n d s lik e a  d ea d  lu m p , b u t th e sea
m o v es; a n d  th e a ir b ein g  th in n er a n d  p u rer th a n  b o th , m o v es m o re ea sily
a n d  sw iftly . B u t g o  u p  h ig h er, a n d  still th e m o tio n  is sw ifter, a n d  th e
v irtu e a n d  in flu en ce is th e m o re p o w erfu l. W h a t is a  d ea d  b o d y  w h en  th e
so u l a n d  sp irit is o u t o f it? It h a th  n o  m o re v irtu e a n d  effica cy  th a n  so
m u ch  cla y , a lth o u g h  b y  th e p resen ce o f th e sp irit o f it, it w a s a ctiv e, a g ile,
sw ift, stro n g  a n d  n im b le. S o  m u ch  th en  a s a n y  th in g  h a th  o f sp irit in  it, so
m u ch  th e m o re p erfect a n d  p o w erfu l it is. T h en  I b eseech  y o u  co n sid er
w h a t a  O n e th e G o d  o f th e sp irits o f a ll flesh  m u st b e,ð th e v ery  F o u n ta in -
sp irit,ð th e S elf-b ein g  sp irit,ð  a u to  p n eu m a  . W h en  th e so u l o f a  m a n , o r
th e sp irit o f a  h o rse, h a th  so  m u ch  v irtu e, to  stir u p  a  lu m p  o f ea rth , a n d
to  q u ick en  it to  so  m a n y  d iv erse o p era tio n s, ev en  th o u g h  th a t so u l a n d



sp irit d id  n o t, n a y , co u ld  n o t m a k e th a t p iece o f ea rth  th ey  d w ell in , th en ,
w h a t m u st h is p o w er a n d  v irtu e b e th a t m a d e a ll th o se th in g s? W h o  g a v e
p o w er a n d  v irtu e ev en  to  th e sp irits o f a ll flesh ? 'T h eir h o rses,' sa ith  G o d ,
a re 'flesh  a n d  n o t sp irit,' (Isa . 3 1.3 ;) b eca u se, in  co m p a riso n  o f h is
m a jesty , th e v ery  sp irits in  th em  a re b u t lik e a  d ea d  lu m p  o f flesh . If h e
sh o u ld  d ra w  in  h is b rea th , a s it w ere, th ey  w o u ld  h a v e n o  m o re v irtu e to
sa v e th e Isra elites, th a n  so  m a n y  lu m p s o f flesh  o r cla y . F o r h e is th e
S p irit o f a ll sp irits, th a t q u ick en s, a ctu a tes, a n d  m o v es th em  to  th eir
sev era l o p era tio n s a n d  in flu en ces. Anim a m undi, et Anim a anim arum
m undi. A n  a n g el h a th  m o re p o w er th a n  a ll m en  u n ited  in  o n e b o d y . S a ta n
is ca lled  th e p rin ce o f th e a ir, a n d  th e g o d  o f th is w o rld , fo r h e h a th  m o re
effica cy  a n d  v irtu e to  co m m o v e th e a ir, a n d  ra ise tem p ests, th a n  a ll th e
sw a rm s o f m u ltip lied  m a n k in d , th o u g h  g a th ered  in to  o n e a rm y . If th e
L o rd  d id  n o t restra in  a n d  lim it h is p o w er, h e w ere a b le to  d estro y  w h o le
n a tio n s a t o n ce. A n  a n g el k illed  m a n y  th o u sa n d s o f S en n a ch erib 's a rm y  in
o n e n ig h t; w h a t w o u ld  m a n y  a n g els d o  th en , if th e L o rd  p lea sed  to  a p p ly
th em  to  th a t w o rk ? O  w h a t is m a n  th a t h e sh o u ld  m a g n ify  h im self, o r
g lo ry  in  stren g th , o r sk ill? B ea sts a re stro n g er th a n  m en , b u t m a n 's
w ea k er stren g th  b ein g  stren g th en ed  w ith  m o re sk ill, p ro v es stro n g er th a n
th ey . B u t in  resp ect o f a n g els h e h a th  n eith er stren g th  n o r w isd o m .

IV . If G o d  b e a  S p irit, th en  h e is n o t circu m scrib ed  b y  a n y  p la ce; a n d  if a n
in fin ite S p irit, th en  h e is ev ery w h ere, n o  p la ce ca n  in clu d e h im , a n d  n o
b o d y  ca n  ex clu d e h im . H e is w ith in  a ll th in g s, y et n o t in clu d ed  n o r
b o u n d ed  w ith in  th em ; a n d  h e is w ith o u t a ll th in g s, y et n o t ex clu d ed  fro m
th em . Intra om nia, non tam en inclusus in illis; extra om nia, nec tam en
exclusus ab illis. Y o u  k n o w  ev ery  b o d y  h a th  its o w n  b o u n d s a n d  lim its
circu m scrib ed  to  it, a n d  sh o o ts o u t a ll o th er b o d ily  th in g s o u t o f th e sa m e
sp a ce, so  th a t b efo re th e lea st b o d y  w a n t so m e sp a ce, it w ill p u t a ll th e
u n iv erse in  m o tio n , a n d  m a k e ev ery  th in g  a b o u t it to  ch a n g e its p la ce, a n d
p o ssess a n o th er. B u t a  sp irit ca n  p a ss th ro u g h  a ll o f th em , a n d  n ev er
d istu rb  th em ; a  leg io n  m a y  b e in  o n e m a n , a n d  h a v e ro o m  en o u g h . If
th ere w ere a  w a ll o f b ra ss, o r to w er, h a v in g  n o  o p en in g , n eith er a b o v e n o r
b en ea th , n o  b o d y  co u ld  en ter, b u t b y  b rea k in g  th ro u g h , a n d  m a k in g  a
b rea ch  in to  it; b u t a n  a n g el o r sp irit co u ld  sto rm  it w ith o u t a  b rea ch , a n d
p ierce th ro u g h  it w ith o u t a n y  d iv isio n  o f it. H o w  m u ch  m o re d o th  th e
M a k er o f a ll sp irits fill a ll in  a ll! T h e th ick n ess o f th e ea rth  d o th  n o t k eep



h im  o u t, n o r th e la rg en ess o f th e h ea v en s co n ta in  h im . H o w  th en  d o  w e
circu m scrib e a n d  lim it h im  w ith in  th e b o u n d s o f a  p u b lic h o u se, o r th e
h ea v en s? O ! h o w  n a rro w  th o u g h ts h a v e w e o f h is im m en se g rea tn ess,
w h o , w ith o u t d iv isio n  o r m u ltip lica tio n  o f h im self, fills a ll th e co rn ers o f
th e w o rld ,ð w h o se in d iv isib le u n ity  is eq u iv a len t to  a n  in fin ite ex ten sio n
a n d  d iv isib ility ! H o w  o ften , I p ra y  y o u , d o  y o u  reflect u p o n  th is? G o d  is
n ea r to  ev ery  o n e o f u s. W h o  o f u s th in k s o f a  d iv in e M a jesty  n ea rer u s
th a n  o u r v ery  so u ls a n d  co n scien ces, 'in  w h o m  w e liv e, a n d  m o v e, a n d
h a v e o u r b ein g ?' H o w  is it w e m o v e, a n d  th in k  n o t w ith  w o n d er o f th a t
first M o v er in  w h o m  w e m o v e? H o w  is it w e liv e a n d  p ersev ere in  b ein g ,
a n d  d o  n o t a lw a y s co n sid er th is fo u n ta in -B ein g  in  w h o m  w e liv e a n d  h a v e
o u r b ein g ? O , th e a th eism  o f m a n y  so u ls p ro fessin g  G o d ! W e d o  sp ea k ,
w a lk , ea t, a n d  d rin k , a n d  g o  a b o u t a ll o u r b u sin esses, a s if w e w ere self-
b ein g , a n d  in d ep en d en t o f a n y ; n ev er th in k in g  o f th a t a ll-p resen t
q u ick en in g  S p irit, th a t a cts u s, m o v es u s, sp ea k s in  u s, m a k es u s to  w a lk
a n d  ea t a n d  d rin k ; a s th e b a rb a ro u s p eo p le, w h o  see, h ea r, sp ea k  a n d
rea so n , a n d  n ev er o n ce reflect u p o n  th e p rin cip le o f a ll th ese, to  d iscern  a
so u l w ith in . T h is is b ru tish , a n d  in  th is, m a n  w h o  w a s m a d e o f a  stra ig h t
co u n ten a n ce to  lo o k  u p w a rd  to  G o d , a n d  to  k n o w  h im self a n d  h is M a k er,
till h e m ig h t b e d ifferen ced  fro m  a ll crea tu res b elo w , is d eg en era ted , a n d
b eco m e lik e th e b ea sts th a t p erish . W h o  o f u s b eliev es th is a ll-p resen t
G o d ? W e im a g in e th a t h e is sh u t u p  in  h ea v en , a n d  ta k es n o  su ch  n o tice
o f a ffa irs b elo w ; b u t certa in ly , h e is n o t so  fa r fro m  u s; th o u g h  h e sh o w
m o re o f h is g lo ry  a b o v e, y et h e is a s p resen t a n d  o b serv a n t b elo w .

V . If h e b e a  S p irit, th en  a s h e is in co m p reh en sib le a n d  im m en se in  b ein g ,
so  a lso  th ere is n o  co m p reh en sio n  o f h is k n o w led g e. T h e n ea rer a n y
crea tu re co m es to  th e n a tu re o f a  sp irit, th e m o re k n o w in g  a n d
u n d ersta n d in g  it is. L ife, is th e m o st ex cellen t b ein g , a n d  u n d ersta n d in g
is th e m o st ex cellen t life. M ateria est iners et m ortua. T h e n ea rer a n y
th in g  is to  th e ea rth ly  m a tter, a s it h a th  less a ctio n , so  less life a n d  feelin g .
M a n  is n ea rer a n  a n g el th a n  b ea sts, a n d  th erefo re h e h a th  a  k n o w in g
u n d ersta n d in g  sp irit in  h im . T h ere is a  sp irit in  m a n , a n d  th e m o re o r less
th is sp irit o f m a n  is a b stra cted  fro m  sen su a l a n d  m a teria l th in g s, it liv es
th e m o re ex cellen t a n d  p u re life, a n d  is, a s it w ere, m o re o r less d eliv ered
fro m  th e ch a in s o f th e b o d y . T h ese so u ls th a t h a v e n ev er risen  a b o v e, a n d
retired  fro m  sen sib le th in g s, O , h o w  n a rro w  a re th ey ,ð h o w  ca p tiv a ted



w ith in  th e p riso n  o f th e flesh ! B u t w h en  th e L o rd  J esu s co m es to  set free,
h e d eliv ers a  so u l fro m  th is b o n d a g e, h e m a k es th ese ch a in s fa ll o ff, a n d
lea d s th e so u l a p a rt to  co n v erse w ith  G o d  h im self, a n d  to  m ed ita te o n
th in g s n o t seen ,ð sin , w ra th , h ell, a n d  h ea v en . A n d  th e fa rth er it g o es
fro m  itself, a n d  th e m o re a b stra cted  it is fro m  th e co n sid era tio n  o f
p resen t th in g s, th e m o re it liv es a  life lik e a n g els. A n d  th erefo re, w h en  th e
so u l is sep a ra ted  fro m  th e b o d y , it is th en  p erfectly  free, a n d  h a th  th e
la rg est ex ten t o f k n o w led g e. A  m a n 's so u l m u st b e a lm o st lik e P a u l's
'w h eth er o u t o f th e b o d y , o r in  th e b o d y , I k n o w  n o t,'ð if h e w o u ld
u n d ersta n d  a rig h t sp iritu a l th in g s. N o w  th en , th is in fin ite S p irit is a n  a ll-
k n o w in g  S p irit, a ll-seein g  S p irit, a s w ell a s a ll-p resen t; 'th ere is n o
sea rch in g  o f h is u n d ersta n d in g ,' Isa . 4 0 .2 8 . P sa lm  14 7 .5 . 'W h o  h a th
d irected  th e S p irit o f th e L o rd , o r, b ein g  h is co u n sello r, h a th  ta u g h t h im ?'
Isa . 4 0 .13 . R o m . 11.3 4 . H e ca lls th e g en era tio n s fro m  th e b eg in n in g , a n d
k n o w n  to  h im  a re a ll h is w o rk s fro m  th e b eg in n in g . O  th a t y o u  w o u ld
a lw a y s set th is G o d  b efo re y o u , o r ra th er set y o u rselv es a lw a y s in  h is
p resen ce, in  w h o se sig h t y o u  a re a lw a y s! H o w  w o u ld  it co m p o se o u r
h ea rts to  rev eren ce a n d  fea r in  a ll o u r a ctio n s, if w e d id  in d eed  b eliev e
th a t th e J u d g e o f a ll th e w o rld  is a n  ey e-w itn ess to  o u r m o st retired  a n d
secret th o u g h ts a n d  d o in g s! If a n y  m a n  w ere a s p riv y  to  th y  th o u g h ts, a s
th y  o w n  sp irit a n d  co n scien ce, th o u  w o u ld st b lu sh  a n d  b e a sh a m ed  b efo re
h im . If ev ery  o n e o f u s co u ld  o p en  a  w in d o w  in to  o n e a n o th er's sp irits, I
th in k  th is a ssem b ly  sh o u ld  d ism iss a s q u ick ly  a s th a t o f C h rist's, w h en  h e
b a d e th em  th a t w ere w ith o u t sin  ca st a  sto n e a t th e w o m a n . W e co u ld  n o t
lo o k  o n e u p o n  a n o th er. O  th en , w h y  a re w e so  little a p p reh en siv e o f th e
a ll-sea rch in g  ey e o f G o d , w h o  ca n  ev en  d ecla re to  u s o u r th o u g h t b efo re it
b e? H o w  m u ch  a th eism  is ro o ted  in  th e h ea rt o f th e m o st h o ly ! W e d o  n o t
a lw a y s m ed ita te, w ith  D a v id , P sa lm  13 9 , o n  th a t a ll-sea rch in g  a n d  a ll-
k n o w in g  S p irit, w h o  k n o w s o u r d o w n -sittin g  a n d  u p risin g , a n d
u n d ersta n d s o u r th o u g h ts a fa r o ff, a n d  w h o  is a cq u a in ted  w ith  a ll o u r
w a y s. O  h o w  w o u ld  w e p o n d er o u r p a th , a n d  ex a m in e o u r w o rd s, a n d
co n sid er o u r th o u g h ts b efo re-h a n d , if w e set o u rselv es in  th e v iew  o f su ch
a  S p irit, th a t is w ith in  u s a n d  w ith o u t u s, b efo re u s a n d  b eh in d  u s! H e
m a y  sp a re sin n ers a s lo n g  a s h e p lea ses, fo r th ere is n o  esca p in g  fro m
h im . Y o u  ca n n o t g o  o u t o f h is d o m in io n s; n a y , y o u  ca n n o t ru n  o u t o f h is
p resen ce, P sa lm  13 9 .7 -10 . H e ca n  rea ch  y o u  w h en  h e p lea ses, th erefo re h e
m a y  d ela y  a s lo n g  a s h e p lea ses.



L E C T U R E  X I.
T H E  K N O W L E D G E  T H A T  G O D  IS , C O M B IN E D  W IT H  T H E
K N O W L E D G E  T H A T  H E  IS  T O  B E  W O R S H IP P E D .

J O H N  4 .2 4 . "God is a Spirit: and they that w orship him  m ust w orship
him  in spirit and in truth."

T H E R E  a re tw o  co m m o n  n o tio n s en g ra v en  o n  th e h ea rts o f a ll m en  b y
n a tu re,ð th a t G o d  is, a n d  th a t h e m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed ; a n d  th ese tw o  liv e
a n d  d ie to g eth er; th ey  a re clea r, o r b lo tted  to g eth er. A cco rd in g  a s th e
a p p reh en sio n  o f G o d  is clea r, a n d  d istin ct, a n d  m o re d eep ly  en g ra v en  o n
th e so u l, so  is th is n o tio n  o f m a n 's d u ty  o f w o rsh ip p in g  G o d  clea r a n d
im p rin ted  o n  th e so u l; a n d  w h en ev er th e a ctio n s o f m en  d o  p ro v e th a t th e
co n cep tio n  o f th e w o rsh ip  o f G o d  is o b litera te o r w o rn  o u t,ð w h en ev er
th eir tra n sg ressio n s d o  w itn ess th a t a  m a n  h a th  n o t a  liv ely  n o tio n  o f th is
d u ty  o f G o d 's w o rsh ip ,ð th a t d o th  a lso  p ro v e th a t th e v ery  n o tio n  o f a
g o d h ea d  is w o rn  o u t, a n d  ca n celled  in  th e so u l. F o r h o w  co u ld  so u ls
co n ceiv e o f G o d  a s h e is in d eed , b u t th ey  m u st n eed s, w ith  M o ses, (E x o d .
2 4 .8 .) m a k e h a ste to  p ra y  a n d  w o rsh ip ? It is th e p rin cip le o f th e v ery  la w
o f n a tu re w h ich  sh a ll m a k e th e w h o le w o rld  in ex cu sa b le, 'b eca u se th a t
w h en  th ey  k n ew  G o d , th ey  g lo rified  h im  n o t a s G o d .' A  fa th er m u st h a v e
h o n o u r, a n d  a  m a ster m u st h a v e fea r; a n d  G o d , w h o  is th e co m m o n
p a ren t a n d  a b so lu te m a ster o f a ll, m u st h a v e w o rsh ip , in  w h ich  rev eren ce
a n d  fea r, m ix ed  w ith  rejo icin g  a n d  a ffectio n , p red o m in a te. It is su p p o sed ,
a n d  p u t b ey o n d  a ll q u estio n  th a t h e m u st b e: 'h e th a t w o rsh ip s h im , m u st
w o rsh ip  h im  in  sp irit a n d  in  tru th .' It is n o t sim p ly  sa id , G o d  is a  S p irit
a n d  m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed ; n o , fo r n o n e ca n  d o u b t o f it. If G o d  b e, th en
certa in ly  w o rsh ip  is d u e to  h im , fo r w h o  is so  w o rsh ip fu l? A n d  b eca u se it
is so  b ey o n d  a ll q u estio n , th erefo re w o e to  th e irrelig io u s w o rld  th a t n ev er
p u ts it in  p ra ctice! O , w h a t ex cu se ca n  y o u  h a v e, w h o  h a v e n o t so  m u ch  a s
a  fo rm  o f g o d lin ess! D o  y o u  n o t k n o w , th a t it is b ey o n d  a ll co n tro v ersy
th a t G o d  m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed ? W h y  th en  d o  y o u  d en y  th a t in  y o u r
p ra ctice, w h ich  a ll m en  m u st co n fess in  th eir co n scien ce? Is n o t h e G o d ,
th e L o rd , a  liv in g  a n d  self-b ein g  S p irit? T h en  m u st h e n o t h a v e
w o rsh ip p ers? B ea sts a re n o t crea ted  fo r it; it is y o u , O  so n s o f m en ! w h o m
h e m a d e fo r h is o w n  p ra ise; a n d  it is n o t m o re su ita b le to  y o u r n a tu re



th a n  it is h o n o u ra b le a n d  g lo rio u s. T h is is th e g rea t d ig n ity  a n d  ex cellen cy
y o u  a re p riv ileg ed  w ith , b ey o n d  th e b ru te b ea sts,ð to  h a v e sp irits w ith in
y o u  ca p a b le o f k n o w in g  a n d  a ck n o w led g in g  th e G o d  o f y o u r sp irits. W h y
th en  d o  y o u  b o th  ro b  a n d  sp o il G o d  o f h is g lo ry , a n d  ca st a w a y  y o u r o w n
ex cellen cy ? W h y  d o  y o u  lo v e to  tra m p le o n  y o u r o rn a m en ts a n d  w a llo w  in
th e p u d d le; lik e b ea sts v o id  o f relig io n , b u t so  m u ch  w o rse th a n  b ea sts,
th a t y o u  o u g h t to  b e b etter, a n d  w ere crea ted  fo r a  m o re n o b le d esig n ? O
b a se-sp irited  w retch es, w h o  h a n g  d o w n  y o u r so u ls to  th is ea rth , a n d
fo llo w  th e d icta tes o f y o u r o w n  sen se a n d  lu st, a n d  h a v e n o t so  m u ch  a s
a n  ex tern a l fo rm  o f w o rsh ip p in g  G o d ! H o w  fa r a re y o u  co m sh o rt o f th e
n o b le d esig n  o f y o u r crea tio n , a n d  th e h ig h  en d  o f y o u r im m o rta l so u ls! If
y o u  w ill n o t w o rsh ip  G o d , k n o w , h e w ill h a v e w o rsh ip p ers. C erta in ly  h e
w ill n o t w a n t it; b eca u se h e h a th  d esig n ed  so  m a n y  so u ls to  sta n d  b efo re
h im , a n d  w o rsh ip  h im , a n d  th a t n u m b er w ill n o t fa il. H e m ig h t in d eed
h a v e w a n ted  w o rsh ip p ers: fo r w h a t a d v a n ta g e is it to  h im ? B u t in  th is h e
d ecla res h is lo v e a n d  resp ect to  m a n , th a t h e w ill n o t w a n t h o n o u r a n d
serv ice fro m  h im . It is ra th er to  p u t h o n o u r u p o n  h im , a n d  to  m a k e h im
b lessed  a n d  h a p p y , th a n  fo r a n y  g a in  th a t ca n  a m o u n t to  h im self b y  it. F o r
th is is in d eed  th e tru e h o n o u r a n d  h a p p in ess o f m a n , n o t to  b e
w o rsh ip p ed  a n d  serv ed  o f o th er fello w -crea tu res, b u t to  w o rsh ip  a n d
serv e th e C rea to r. T h is is th e h ig h est a d v a n cem en t o f a  so u l, to  lie lo w
b efo re h im , a n d  to  o b ey  h im , a n d  h a v e o u r serv ice a ccep ted  o f h is
M a jesty . I b eseech  y o u , striv e a b o u t th is n o b le serv ice! S in ce h e m u st
h a v e w o rsh ip p ers, O  sa y  w ith in  y o u r so u ls, "I m u st b e o n e! If h e h a d  b u t
o n e, I co u ld  n o t b e co n ten t if I w ere n o t th a t o n e." S in ce th e F a th er is
seek in g  w o rsh ip p ers, (v er. 2 3 ,) O  let h im  fin d  th ee! O ffer th y self to  h im ,
sa y in g , L o rd , h ere a m  I. S h o u ld  h e seek  y o u , w h o  ca n  h a v e n o  a d v a n ta g e
fro m  y o u ? S h o u ld  h e g o  a b o u t so  ea rn est a  sea rch  fo r tru e w o rsh ip p ers,
w h o  ca n  h a v e n o  p ro fit b y  th em ? A n d  w h y  d o  y e n o t seek  h im , sin ce to
y o u  a ll th e g a in  a n d  p ro fit red o u n d s? S h a ll h e seek  y o u  to  m a k e y o u
h a p p y ? A n d  w h y  d o  y e n o t seek  h im  a n d  h a p p in ess in  h im ? It is y o u r o w n
serv ice, I m a y  tru ly  sa y , a n d  n o t h is so  m u ch ; fo r in  serv in g  h im  th o u  d o st
ra th er serv e th y self; fo r a ll th e b en efit red o u n d s to  th y self, th o u g h  th o u
m u st n o t in ten d  su ch  a n  en d , to  serv e h im  fo r th y self, b u t fo r h is n a m e's
sa k e; else th o u  sh a lt n eith er h o n o u r h im , n o r a d v a n ta g e th y self. I p ra y
y o u  let h im  n o t seek  in  v a in , fo r in  th ese a fflictio n s h e is seek in g
w o rsh ip p ers; a n d  if h e fin d  y o u , y o u  a re fo u n d  a n d  sa v ed  in d eed . D o  n o t



th en  fo rsa k e y o u r o w n  m ercy , to  ru n  fro m  h im  w h o  fo llo w s y o u  w ith
sa lv a tio n .

A s n o n e ca n  b e ig n o ra n t th a t G o d  is, a n d  m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed , so  it is
u n k n o w n  to  th e w o rld  in  w h a t m a n n er h e m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed . T h e m o st
p a rt o f m en  h a v e so m e fo rm  in  w o rsh ip p in g  G o d , a n d  p lea se th em selv es
in  it so  w ell th a t th ey  th in k  G o d  is w ell p lea sed  w ith  it; b u t few  th ere a re
w h o  k n o w  in d eed  w h a t it is to  w o rsh ip  h im  in  a  m a n n er a ccep ta b le to  h is
M a jesty . N o w  y o u  k n o w  it is a ll o n e n o t to  w o rsh ip  h im  a t a ll, a s n o t to
w o rsh ip  h im  in  th a t w a y  h e lik es to  b e w o rsh ip p ed . T h erefo re, th e m o st
p a rt o f m en  a re b u t self-w o rsh ip p ers, b eca u se th ey  p lea se n o n e b u t
th em selv es in  it. It is n o t th e w o rsh ip  h is so u l h a th  ch o sen , b u t th eir o w n
in v en tio n ; fo r y o u  m u st ta k e th is a s a n  u n d en ia b le g ro u n d , th a t G o d  m u st
b e w o rsh ip p ed  a cco rd in g  to  h is o w n  w ill a n d  p lea su re, a n d  n o t a cco rd in g
to  y o u r h u m o u r o r in v en tio n . T h erefo re, h is so u l a b h o rs w ill-w o rsh ip ,
d ev ised  b y  m en  o u t o f ig n o ra n t zea l o r su p erstitio n , th o u g h  th ere m ig h t
seem  m u ch  d ev o tio n  in  it, a n d  m u ch  a ffectio n  to  G o d . A s in  th e Isra elites
sa crificin g  th eir ch ild ren , w h a t m o re seem in g  self-d en ia l,ð a n d  y et w h a t
m o re rea l self-id o la try ? G o d  o w n s n o t su ch  a  serv ice, fo r it is n o t serv ice
a n d  o b ed ien ce to  h is w ill a n d  p lea su re, b u t to  m en 's o w n  w ill a n d
h u m o u r. T h erefo re, a  m a n  m u st n o t lo o k  fo r a  rew a rd  b u t fro m  h im self.
N o w , it is n o t o n ly  w ill-w o rsh ip , w h en  th e m a tter a n d  su b sta n ce o f th e
w o rsh ip  is n o t co m m a n d ed  o f G o d , b u t a lso  w h en  a  co m m a n d ed  w o rsh ip
is n o t d isch a rg ed  in  th e a p p o in ted  m a n n er. T h erefo re, O  h o w  few  tru e
w o rsh ip p ers w ill th e F a th er fin d ! T ru e w o rsh ip  m u st, h a v e tru th  fo r th e
su b sta n ce, a n d  sp irit fo r th e m a n n er o f it; else it is n o t su ch  a  w o rsh ip  a s
th e F a th er seek s a n d  w ill b e p lea sed  w ith . D iv in e w o rsh ip  m u st h a v e tru th
in  it,ð th a t is p la in ,ð b u t w h a t w a s th a t tru th ? It m u st b e co n fo rm ed  to
th e ru le a n d  p a ttern  o f w o rsh ip , w h ich  is G o d 's w ill a n d  p lea su re rev ea led
in  th e w o rd  o f tru th . T ru e w o rsh ip  is th e v ery  p ra ctice o f th e w o rd  o r
tru th . It ca rries th e im a g e a n d  su p erscrip tio n  a n d  co m m a n d  u p o n  it,
w h ich  is a  n ecessa ry  in g red ien t in  it, a n d  co n stitu en t o f it. T h erefo re, if
th y  serv ice h a v e th e im a g e o f th y  o w n  w ill sta m p ed  o n  it, it is n o t d iv in e
w o rsh ip  b u t w ill-w o rsh ip . T h u s a ll h u m a n  cerem o n ies a n d  o rd in a n ces
en jo in ed  fo r th e serv ice o f G o d , ca rry  th e in scrip tio n  n o t o f G o d , b u t o f
m a n , w h o  is th e a u th o r a n d  o rig in a l o f th em , a n d  so  a re b u t a d u ltera ted
a n d  fa lse co in  th a t w ill n o t p a ss cu rren t w ith  G o d . I fea r th ere b e m a n y



rites a n d  v a in  cu sto m s a m o n g  ig n o ra n t p eo p le, in  w h ich  th ey  p la ce so m e
relig io n , w h ich  h a v e n o  g ro u n d  in  th e w o rd  o f G o d , b u t a re o n ly  'o ld
w iv es' fa b les' a n d  tra d itio n s. H o w  m a n y  th in g s o f th a t n a tu re a re u sed
u p o n  a  relig io u s a cco u n t, in  w h ich  G o d  h a th  p la ced  n o  relig io n ! M a n y
h a v e a  su p erstitio u s co n ceit o f th e p u b lic p la ce o f w o rsh ip , a s if th ere
w ere m o re h o lin ess in  it th a n  in  a n y  o th er h o u se; a n d  so  th ey  th in k  th eir
p ra y ers in  th e ch u rch  a re m o re a ccep ta b le th a n  in  th eir ch a m b er. B u t
C h rist refu tes th a t su p erstitio u s o p in io n  o f p la ces, a n d  so  co n seq u en tly  o f
d a y s, m ea ts, a n d  a ll su ch  ex tern a l th in g s. T h e J ew s h a d  a  g rea t o p in io n  o f
th eir tem p le, th e S a m a rita n s o f th eir m o u n ta in ,ð a s if th ese p la ces h a d
sa n ctified  th eir serv ices. B u t sa ith  o u r L o rd , (v er. 2 1,) 'T h e h o u r co m eth
w h en  y e sh a ll n eith er in  th is m o u n ta in  n o r y et a t J eru sa lem , w o rsh ip  th e
F a th er,' b u t it is a n y  w h ere a ccep ta b le, if so  b e y e w o rsh ip  in  sp irit a n d
tru th . M a n y  o f y o u  a cco u n t it relig io n  to  p ra y  a n d  m u tter w o rd s o f y o u r
o w n  in  th e tim e o f p u b lic p ra y er; b u t w h o  h a th  req u ired  th is a t y o u r
h a n d s? If y e w o u ld  p ra y  y o u rselv es, g o  a p a rt; sh u t th e d o o r b eh in d  th ee,
sa ith  C h rist. P riv a te p ra y er sh o u ld  b e in  p riv a te a n d  secret; b u t w h ere
p u b lic p ra y er is, y o u r h ea rts sh o u ld  clo se w ith  th e p etitio n s, a n d  o ffer
th em  u p  jo in tly  to  G o d . It is certa in ly  a  g rea t sleig h t o f th a t d eceitfu l
d estro y er, th e d ev il, to  p o ssess y o u r m in d s w ith  a n  o p in io n  o f relig io n  in
su ch  v a in  b a b b lin g s, th a t h e m a y  w ith d ra w  b o th  y o u r ea rs a n d  y o u r
h ea rts fro m  th e p u b lic w o rsh ip  o f G o d ; fo r w h en  ev ery  o n e is b u sied  w ith
h is o w n  p ra y ers, y o u  ca n n o t a t a ll jo in  in  th e p u b lic serv ice o f G o d  w h ich
is o ffered  u p  in  y o u r n a m e. T h e lik e I m a y  sa y  o f stu p id  fo rm s o f p ra y er,
a n d  ty in g  y o u rselv es to  a  p la tfo rm , w ritten  in  a  b o o k , o r to  so m e certa in
w o rd s g o tten  b y  th e h ea rt? W h o  h a th  co m m a n d ed  th is? S u re, n o t th e
L o rd , w h o  h a th  p ro m ised  h is S p irit to  tea ch  th em  to  p ra y , a n d  h elp  th eir
in firm ities, w h o  k n o w  n o t h o w , n o r w h a t to  p ra y . It is a  d ev ice o f y o u r
o w n , in v en ted  b y  S a ta n  to  q u en ch  th e sp irit o f su p p lica tio n , w h ich  sh o u ld
b e th e v ery  n a tu ra l b rea th in g  o f a  C h ristia n . B u t th ere a re so m e so  g ro ssly
ig n o ra n t o f w h a t p ra y er is, th a t th ey  m a k e u se o f th e ten  co m m a n d m en ts,
a n d  creed , a s a  p ra y er. S o  v o id  a re th ey  o f th e k n o w led g e a n d  S p irit o f
G o d , th a t th ey  ca n n o t d iscern  b etw ix t G o d 's co m m a n d s to  th em selv es
a n d  th eir o w n  req u ests to  G o d ; b etw ix t h is sp ea k in g  to  m en , a n d  th eir
sp ea k in g  to  h im ; b etw een  th eir p ro fessin g  o f h im  b efo re m en , a n d
p ra y in g  a n d  co n fessin g  to  h im . A ll th is is b u t fo rg ed , im a g in a ry  w o rsh ip ,
ð w o rsh ip  fa lsely  so  ca lled , w h ich  th e F a th er seek s n o t, a n d  receiv es n o t.



B u t w h a t if I sh o u ld  sa y , th a t th e m o st p a rt o f y o u r w o rsh ip , ev en  th a t
w h ich  is co m m a n d ed  o f G o d , a s p ra y er, h ea rin g , rea d in g , & c. h a th  n o
tru th  in  it, I sh o u ld  sa y  n o th in g  a m iss. F o r th o u g h  y o u  d o  th o se th in g s
th a t a re co m m a n d ed , y et n o t a s co m m a n d ed , w ith o u t a n y  resp ect to
d iv in e a p p o in tm en t; a n d  o n ly  b eca u se y o u  h a v e receiv ed  th em  a s
tra d itio n s fro m  y o u r fa th ers, a n d  b eca u se y o u  a re ta u g h t so  b y  th e
p recep ts o f m en , a n d  a re a ccu sto m ed  so  to  d o : th erefo re th e sta m p  o f
G o d 's w ill a n d  p lea su re is n o t en g ra v en  o n  th em , b u t o f y o u r o w n  w ill, o r
o f th e w ill o f m en . L et m e p o se 1 y o u r co n scien ces, m a n y  o f y o u , w h a t
d ifferen ce is th ere b etw een  y o u r p ra y in g  a n d  y o u r p lo w in g ; b etw een  y o u r
h ea rin g , a n d  y o u r h a rro w in g ; b etw een  y o u r rea d in g  in  th e S crip tu res, a n d
y o u r rea p in g  in  th e h a rv est; b etw een  y o u r relig io u s serv ice a n d  y o u r
co m m o n  o rd in a ry  a ctio n s; I sa y , w h a t d ifferen ce is th ere in  th e rise o f
th ese? Y o u  d o  m a n y  civ il th in g s o u t o f cu sto m , o r b eca u se o f th e p recep ts
o f m en ; a n d  is th ere a n y  o th er p rin cip le a t th e b o tto m  o f y o u r relig io u s
p erfo rm a n ces? D o  y o u  a t a ll co n sid er th ese a re d iv in e a p p o in tm en ts,ð
th ese h a v e a  sta m p  o f h is a u th o rity  o n  th em ? A n d  fro m  th e co n scien ce o f
su ch  a n  im m ed ia te co m m a n d  o f G o d , a n d  th e d esire to  p lea se h im  a n d
o b ey  h im , d o  y o u  g o  a b o u t th ese? I fea r m a n y  ca n n o t sa y  it. O , I a m  su re
a ll ca n n o t, th o u g h  it m a y  b e a ll w ill sa y  it. T h erefo re y o u r relig io u s
w o rsh ip  ca n  co m e in  n o  o th er a cco u n t th a n  w ill-w o rsh ip , o r m a n -
w o rsh ip . It h a th  n o t th e sta m p  o f tru th  o n  it,ð a n  ex p ress co n fo rm ity  to
th e tru th  o f G o d  a s h is tru th .

B u t w e m u st p ress th is o u t a  little m o re. T ru th  is o p p o sed  to  a  cerem o n y
a n d  sh a d o w . T h e cerem o n ies o f o ld  w ere sh a d o w s, o r th e ex tern a l b o d y  o f
relig io n , in  w h ich  th e so u l a n d  sp irit o f g o d lin ess sh o u ld  h a v e b een
en clo sed ; b u t th e L o rd  d id  a lw a y s u rg e m o re ea rn estly  th e su b sta n ce a n d
tru th  th a n  th e cerem o n y ,ð th e w eig h tier m a tters o f th e la w , p iety , eq u ity ,
a n d  so b riety , th a n  th ese lig h ter ex tern a l cerem o n ies. H e sets a  h ig h er
a cco u n t u p o n  m ercy  th a n  sa crifice, a n d  u p o n  o b ed ien ce th a n  cerem o n ies.
B u t th is p eo p le tu rn ed  it ju st co n tra ry . T h ey  su m m ed  u p  a ll th eir relig io n
in  so m e cerem o n ia l p erfo rm a n ce, a n d  sep a ra ted  th o se th in g s G o d  h a d  so
n ea rly  co n jo in ed . T h ey  w o u ld  b e d ev o u t m en  in  o fferin g  sa crifices, in
th eir w a sh in g s, in  th eir rites, a n d  y et m a d e n o  co n scien ce o f h ea rt a n d
so u l p iety  to w a rd s G o d , a n d  u p rig h t ju st d ea lin g  w ith  m en . T h erefo re th e
L o rd  so  o ften  q u a rrels w ith  th em , a n d  rejects a ll th eir serv ice a s b ein g  a



d ev ice a n d  in v en tio n  o f th eir o w n , w h ich  n ev er en tered  in to  h is h ea rt: Isa .
1.10 -15 ; J er. 7 . th ro u g h o u t; Isa . 6 6 .3 ,4 ; Isa . 2 8 . N o w , if y o u  w ill ex a m in e
it im p a rtia lly , it is ev en  ju st so  w ith  u s. T h ere a re so m e ex tern a l th in g s in
relig io n , w h ich , in  co m p a riso n  w ith  th e w eig h tier th in g s o f fa ith  a n d
o b ed ien ce, a re b u t cerem o n ia l. In  th ese y o u  p la ce th e m o st p a rt if n o t a ll
y o u r relig io n , a n d  th in k  y o u rselv es g o o d  C h ristia n s, if y o u  b e b a p tized ,
a n d  h ea r th e w o rd , a n d  p a rta k e o f th e L o rd 's ta b le, a n d  su ch  lik e; th o u g h
in  th e m ea n tim e y o u  b e n o t g iv en  to  secret p ra y er, a n d  rea d in g , a n d  d o
n o t in w a rd ly  ju d g e a n d  ex a m in e y o u rselv es th a t y e m a y  flee u n to  a
M ed ia to r,ð th o u g h  y o u r co n v ersa tio n  b e u n ju st a n d  sca n d a lo u s a m o n g
m en . I sa y  u n to  su ch  so u ls, a s th e L o rd  u n to  th e J ew s, 'W h o  h a th
req u ired  th is a t y o u r h a n d s?' W h o  co m m a n d ed  y o u  to  h ea r th e w o rd , to
b e b a p tized , to  w a it o n  p u b lic o rd in a n ces? A w a y  w ith  a ll th is; it is
a b o m in a tio n  to  h is m a jesty ! T h o u g h  it p lea se y o u  n ev er so  w ell, th e m o re
it d isp lea ses h im . If y o u  sa y , W h y  co m m a n d s h e u s to  h ea r? & c. I sa y , th e
L o rd  n ev er co m m a n d ed  th ese ex tern a l o rd in a n ces fo r th e su m  o f tru e
relig io n ; th a t w a s n o t th e g rea t th in g  w h ich  w a s in  h is h ea rt, th a t h e h a d
m o st p lea su re u n to , b u t th e w eig h tier m a tters o f th e la w , p iety , eq u ity ,
a n d  so b riety , a  h o ly  a n d  g o d ly  co n v ersa tio n  a d o rn in g  th e g o sp el: 'W h a t
d o th  th e L o rd  req u ire o f th ee, b u t to  d o  ju stly , a n d  to  lo v e m ercy , a n d  to
w a lk  h u m b ly  w ith  th y  G o d ?' S o  th en , th o u  d o st n o t w o rsh ip  h im  in  tru th ,
b u t in  a  sh a d o w . T h e tru th  is h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess. T h a t ex tern a l
p ro fessio n  is b u t a  cerem o n y . W h ile y o u  sep a ra te th ese ex tern a l
o rd in a n ces fro m  th ese w eig h ty  d u ties o f p iety  a n d  ju stice, th ey  a re b u t a s
a  d ea d  b o d y  w ith o u t a  so u l. If th e L o rd  req u ired  tru th  o f o ld , m u ch  m o re
n o w , w h en  h e h a th  a b o lish ed  th e m u ltitu d e o f cerem o n ies, th a t th e g rea t
th in g s o f h is la w  m a y  b e m o re seen  a n d  lo v ed .

If y o u  w o u ld  th en  b e tru e w o rsh ip p ers, lo o k  to  th e w h o le m in d  o f G o d ,
a n d  esp ecia lly  th e ch ief p lea su re o f G o d 's m in d , th a t w h ich  h e m o st
d elig h ts in ; a n d  b y  a n y  m ea n s d o  n o t sep a ra te w h a t G o d  h a th  co n jo in ed .
D o  n o t d iv id e rig h teo u sn ess to w a rd s m en  fro m  a  p ro fessio n  o f h o lin ess to
G o d , else it is b u t a  fa lseh o o d , a  co u n terfeit co in . D o  n o t p lea se y o u rselv es
so  m u ch  in  ex tern a l ch u rch -p riv ileg es, w ith o u t a  h o ly  a n d  g o d ly
co n v ersa tio n  a d o rn in g  th e g o sp el; b u t let th e ch ief stu d y , en d ea v o u r, a n d
d elig h t o f y o u r so u ls b e a b o u t th a t w h ich  G o d  m o st d elig h ts in . L et th e
su b sta n tia ls o f relig io n  h a v e th e first p la ce in  th e so u l. P ra y  m o re in



secret; th a t w ill b e th e life o f y o u r so u ls. Y o u  o u g h t, in d eed , to  a tten d
p u b lic o rd in a n ces; b u t, a b o v e a ll, ta k e h eed  to  y o u r co n v ersa tio n  a n d
w a lk in g  a t h o m e, a n d  in  secret. P ra y er in  y o u r fa m ily  is a  m o re
su b sta n tia l w o rsh ip  th a n  to  sit a n d  h ea r p ra y er in  p u b lic; a n d  p ra y er in
secret is m o re su b sta n tia l th a n  th a t. T h e m o re retired  a n d  im m ed ia te a
d u ty  b e, th e m o re w eig h ty  it is; th e m o re it cro sses th y  co rru p tio n s, a n d
ev id en ces th e sta m p  o f G o d  o n  th y  a ffectio n s, th e m o re d iv in e it is; a n d
th erefo re to  serv e G o d  in  th ese is to  serv e H im  in  tru th . P ra ctice h a th
m o re o f tru th  in  it th a n  a  p ro fessio n . 'W h en  y o u r fa th ers ex ecu ted
ju d g m en t, w a s n o t th is to  k n o w  m e?' D u ties th a t h a v e m o re o p p o sitio n
fro m  o u r n a tu re, a g a in st th em , a n d  less fu el o r o il to  feed  th e fla m e o f o u r
self-lo v e a n d  co rru p tio n , h a v e m o re tru th  in  th em ; a n d  if y o u  sh o u ld
w o rsh ip  G o d  in  a ll o th er d u ties, a n d  n o t esp ecia lly  in  th ese, y o u  d o  n o t
w o rsh ip  h im  in  tru th .

N ex t, let u s co n sid er th e m a n n er o f d iv in e w o rsh ip ; a n d  th is is a s n eed fu l
to  tru e w o rsh ip  a s tru e m a tter; th a t it b e co m m a n d ed , a n d  d o n e a s it is
co m m a n d ed ,ð  th a t co m p letes tru e w o rsh ip . N o w , I k n o w  n o  b etter w a y
o r m a n n er to  w o rsh ip  G o d  in , th a n  so  to  w o rsh ip  h im , a s o u r w o rsh ip
m a y  ca rry  th e sta m p  o f h is im a g e u p o n  it, a s it m a y  b e a  g la ss w h erein  w e
m a y  b eh o ld  G o d 's n a tu re a n d  p ro p erties. F o r su ch  a s h im self is, su ch  h e
w o u ld  b e a ck n o w led g ed  to  b e. I w o u ld  th in k  it w ere tru e w o rsh ip  in d eed ,
w h ich  h a d  en g ra v en  o n  it th e n a m e o f th e tru e a n d  liv in g  G o d , if it d id
sp ea k  o u t so  m u ch  o f itself: 'T h a t G o d  is, a n d  th a t h e is a  rew a rd er o f
th em  th a t seek  h im  d ilig en tly .' M o st p a rt o f o u r serv ice sp ea k s a n
u n k n o w n  G o d , a n d  ca rries su ch  a n  in scrip tio n  u p o n  it, 'T o  th e u n k n o w n
G o d .' T h ere is so  little eith er rev eren ce, o r lo v e, o r fea r, o r k n o w led g e in
it, a s if w e d id  n o t w o rsh ip  th e tru e G o d , b u t a n  id o l. It is sa id , th a t 'th e
fo o l sa y s in  h is h ea rt, th ere is n o  G o d ,' b eca u se h is th o u g h ts a n d
a ffectio n s a n d  a ctio n s a re so  little co m p o sed  to  th e fea r a n d  lik en ess o f
th a t G o d , a s if h e d id  in d eed  p la in ly  d en y  h im . I fea r, it m a y  b e sa id  th u s
o f o u r w o rsh ip : It sa y s, T h ere is n o  G o d . It is o f su ch  a  n a tu re th a t n o n e
co u ld  co n clu d e fro m  it th a t it h a d  a n y  rela tio n  to  th e tru e G o d . O u r
p ra y ers d en y  G o d , b eca u se th ere is n o th in g  o f G o d  a p p ea rs in  th em . B u t
th is is tru e w o rsh ip , w h en  it ren d ers b a ck  to  G o d  h is o w n  im a g e a n d
n a m e, U nde repercussus redditur ipse sibi. A s it is a  p u re fo u n ta in , in
w h ich  a  m a n  m a y  see h is sh a d o w  d istin ctly , b u t a  tro u b led  fo u n ta in  o r



m ire in  w h ich  h e ca n n o t b eh o ld  h im self; so  it is p u re w o rsh ip , w h ich
receiv es a n d  reflects th e p u re im a g e o f G o d , b u t im p u re a n d  u n clea n
w o rsh ip , w h ich  ca n n o t receiv e it a n d  retu rn  it. I p ra y  y o u , C h ristia n s,
co n sid er th is, fo r it is su ch  w o rsh ip p ers th e F a th er seek s. A n d  w h y  seek s
h e su ch , b u t b eca u se in  th em  h e fin d s h im self? S o  to  sp ea k , h is o w n
im a g e a n d  su p erscrip tio n  is u p o n  th em ; h is m ercy  is en g ra v en  o n  th eir
fa ith  a n d  co n fid en ce; h is m a jesty  a n d  p o w er is sta m p ed  o n  th eir h u m ility
a n d  rev eren ce; h is g o o d n ess is to  b e rea d  in  th e so u l's rejo icin g , h is
g rea tn ess a n d  ju stice in  th e so u l's trem b lin g . T h u s th ere o u g h t to  b e so m e
en g ra v in g s o n  th e so u l a n sw erin g  th e ch a ra cters o f h is g lo rio u s n a m e. O
h o w  little o f th is is a m o n g  th em  th a t d esire to  k n o w  so m eth in g  o f G o d !
H o w  little tru e w o rsh ip , ev en  a m o n g  th em  w h o m  th e F a th er h a th  so u g h t
o u t to  m a k e tru e w o rsh ip p ers! B u t a la s, h o w  a re a ll o f u s u n a cq u a in ted
w ith  th is k in d  o f w o rsh ip ! W e sta y  u p o n  th e first p rin cip les a n d  p ra ctices
o f relig io n , a n d  g o  n o t o n  to  b u ild  u p o n  th e fo u n d a tio n . S o m etim es y o u r
w o rsh ip  h a th  a  sta m p  o f G o d 's h o lin ess a n d  ju stice, in  fea r a n d  terro r a t
su ch  a  m a jesty , w h ich  m a k es y o u  trem b le b efo re h im ; b u t w h ere is th e
sta m p  o f h is m ercy  a n d  g ra ce w h ich  sh o u ld  b e w ritten  in  y o u r fa ith  a n d
rejo icin g ? T rem b le a n d  fea r in d eed , b u t 'rejo ice w ith  trem b lin g ,' b eca u se
th ere is m ercy  w ith  h im . S o m etim es th ere is rejo icin g  a n d  q u ietn ess in
th e so u l, b u t th a t q u ick ly  d eg en era tes in to  ca rn a l co n fid en ce, a n d  m a k es
th e so u l tu rn  g ra ce in to  w a n to n n ess, a n d  esteem  o f itself a b o v e w h a t is
rig h t, b eca u se it is n o t co u n terp o ised  w ith  th e sen se a n d  a p p reh en sio n  o f
h is h o lin ess a n d  ju stice. B u t O  to  h a v e th ese jo in tly  w ritten  u p o n  th e
h ea rt, in  w o rsh ip , fea r, rev eren ce, co n fid en ce, h u m ility , a n d  fa ith ! T h a t is
a  ra re th in g : it is a  d iv in e co m p o sitio n  a n d  tem p er o f sp irit th a t m a k es a
d iv in e so u l. F o r th e m o st p a rt, o u r w o rsh ip  sa v o u rs a n d  sm ells n o th in g  o f
G o d , n eith er h is p o w er, n o r h is m ercy  a n d  g ra ce, n o r h is h o lin ess a n d
ju stice, n o r h is m a jesty  a n d  g lo ry : a  secu re, fa in t, fo rm a l w a y , v o id  o f
rev eren ce, o f h u m ility , o f ferv en cy , a n d  o f fa ith . I b eseech  y o u  let u s
co n sid er, a s b efo re th e L o rd , h o w  m u ch  p a in s a n d  tim e w e lo se, a n d
p lea se n o n e b u t o u rselv es, a n d  p ro fit n o n e a t a ll. S tir u p  y o u rselv es a s in
h is sig h t; fo r it is th e k eep in g  o f o u r so u ls co n tin u a lly  a s in  h is sig h t w h ich
w ill sta m p  o u r serv ice w ith  h is lik en ess. T h e fix ed  a n d  co n sta n t
m ed ita tio n  o n  G o d  a n d  h is g lo rio u s p ro p erties, th is w ill b eg et th e
resem b la n ce b etw een  o u r w o rsh ip  a n d  th e G o d  w h o m  w e w o rsh ip : a n d  it
w ill im p rin t h is im a g e u p o n  it; a n d  th en  it sh o u ld  p lea se h im , a n d  th en  it



sh o u ld  p ro fit th ee, a n d  th en  it sh o u ld  ed ify  o th ers.

B u t m o re p a rticu la rly : th e w o rsh ip  m u st h a v e th e sta m p  o f G o d 's sp iritu a l
n a tu re, a n d  b e co n fo rm ed  to  it in  so m e m ea su re, else it ca n n o t p lea se
h im . T h ere m u st b e a  co n fo rm ity  b etw een  G o d  a n d  so u ls. T h is is th e g rea t
en d  o f th e g o sp el, to  rep a ir th a t im a g e o f G o d  w h ich  w a s o n ce u p o n  m a n ,
a n d  m a k e h im  lik e G o d  a g a in , N o w , it is th is w a y  th a t J esu s C h rist rep a irs
th is im a g e, a n d  b rin g s a b o u t th e co n fo rm ity  w ith  G o d , b y  th e so u l's
w o rsh ip p in g  o f G o d  su ita b le to  h is n a tu re, w h ich , a s it g ro w s m o re a n d
m o re su ita b le to  G o d 's n a tu re, it is th e m o re a n d  m o re lik e G o d , a n d
h a p p y  in  th a t lik en ess. N o w , 'G o d  is a  S p irit,' th erefo re, sa ith  C h rist, y o u
'm u st w o rsh ip  h im  in  sp irit a n d  in  tru th .' T h e w o rsh ip  th en  o f sa in ts m u st
b e o f a  sp iritu a l n a tu re, th a t it m a y  b e lik e th e im m o rta l d iv in e S p irit. It is
su ch  w o rsh ip p ers th e F a th er seek s. H e seek s so u ls to  m a k e th em  lik e
h im self; a n d  th is lik en ess a n d  co n fo rm ity  to  G o d  is th e v ery  fo u n d a tio n  o f
th e so u l's h a p p in ess, a n d  etern a l refresh m en t. T h is is a  p o in t o f g rea t
co n seq u en ce, a n d  I fea r n o t la id  to  h ea rt. T h e w o rsh ip  m u st b e lik e th e
w o rsh ip p ed . It is a  sp irit m u st w o rsh ip  th e etern a l S p irit. It is n o t a  b o d y
th a t ca n  b e th e p rin cip a l a n d  ch ief a g en t in  th e b u sin ess. W h a t
co m m u n io n  ca n  G o d  h a v e w ith  y o u r b o d ies w h ile y o u r so u ls a re rem o v ed
fa r fro m  h im , m o re th a n  w ith  b ea sts? A ll so ciety  a n d  fello w sh ip  m u st b e
b etw een  th o se th a t a re lik e o n e a n o th er. A  m a n  ca n  h a v e n o  co m fo rta b le
co m p a n y  w ith  b ea st, o r w ith  sto n es, o r w ith  trees. It is m en  th a t ca n
co n v erse w ith  m en ; a n d  a  sp irit m u st w o rsh ip  th e self-b ein g  S p irit. D o
n o t m ista k e th is, a s if u n d er th e d a y s o f th e g o sp el w e w ere n o t ca lled  to
a n  ex tern a l a n d  b o d ily  w o rsh ip ,ð to  a n y  serv ice to  w h ich  o u r o u tw a rd
m a n  is in stru m en ta l. T h a t is o n e o f th e d eep  d elu sio n s o f th is a g e, in to
w h ich  so m e m en , 'rep ro b a te co n cern in g  th e fa ith ,' h a v e fa llen , th a t th ere
sh o u ld  b e n o  ex tern a l o rd in a n ces, b u t th a t C h ristia n s a re n o w  ca lled  to  a
w o rsh ip  a ll sp irit, p u re sp irit, & c. T h is is o n e o f th e sp irits, a n d  sp iritu a l
d o ctrin es (th a t ca ll th em selv es so ) w h ich  y e m u st n o t receiv e; fo r it is
n eith er th e S p irit o f G o d  n o r o f C h rist th a t tea ch eth  th is. N o t th e S p irit o f
G o d  th e C rea to r, b eca u se h e h a th  m a d e th e w h o le m a n , b o d y  a n d  so u l,
a n d  so  m u st b e w o rsh ip p ed  o f th e w h o le m a n . H e h a th  crea ted  m a n  in
su ch  a  ca p a city  a s h e m a y  o ffer u p  ex tern a l a ctio n s, in  a  rea so n a b le
m a n n er, w ith  th e in w a rd  a ffectio n s. A s th e L o rd  h a th  crea ted  h im , so
sh o u ld  h e serv e h im ð ev ery  m em b er, ev ery  p a rt in  its o w n  ca p a city ,ð th e



so u l to  p reced e, a n d  th e b o d y  to  fo llo w ,ð th e so u l to  b e th e ch ief
w o rsh ip p er, a n d  th e b o d y  its serv a n t em p lo y ed  in  th e w o rsh ip . T ru e
w o rsh ip  h a th  a  b o d y  a n d  a  so u l a s w ell a s a  tru e m a n ; a n d  a s th e so u l
sep a ra ted  is n o t a  co m p lete m a n , so  n eith er is th e so u l sep a ra ted  a
co m p lete w o rsh ip p er w ith o u t th e b o d y . T h e ex tern a l o rd in a n ces o f G o d  is
th e b o d y , th e in w a rd  so u l-a ffectio n  is th e sp irit, w h ich  b ein g  jo in ed
to g eth er m a k e co m p lete w o rsh ip . N eith er is it th e S p irit o f C h rist w h ich
tea ch eth  th is, b eca u se o u r L o rd  J esu s h a th  ta u g h t u s to  o ffer u p  o u r
b o d ies a n d  sp irits b o th  a s a  rea so n a b le serv ice, R o m . 12 .1,2 . T h e sa crifice
o f th e b o d ily  p erfo rm a n ce o ffered  u p  b y  th e sp iritu a l a ffectio n  a n d
ren ew ed  m in d  is a  liv in g  sa crifice, h o ly , a ccep ta b le, a n d  rea so n a b le. T h a t
S p irit w h ich  d w elt in  C h rist a b o v e m ea su re, d id  n o t th in k  it to o  b a se to
v en t itself in  th e w a y  o f ex tern a l o rd in a n ces. H e w a s, in d eed , a b o v e a ll,
a b o v e th e la w , y et d id  w illin g ly  co m e u n d er th em , to  tea ch  u s, w h o  h a v e
so  m u ch  n eed  a n d  w a n t, to  co m e u n d er th em . H e p ra y ed  m u ch , h e
p rea ch ed , h e d id  sin g  a n d  rea d , to  tea ch  u s h o w  to  w o rsh ip , a n d  h o w
m u ch  n eed  w e h a v e o f p ra y er a n d  p rea ch in g . T h is w a s n o t th e sp irit
C h rist p ro m ised  to  h is d iscip les a n d  a p o stles, w h ich  sp irit d id  b rea th e
m o st liv ely  in  th e u se o f ex tern a l o rd in a n ces, a ll th eir d a y s; a n d  th is is n o t
th e sp irit w h ich  w a s a t th a t h o u r in  w h ich  C h rist sp o k e, 'th e h o u r is co m e
a n d  n o w  is,' v er. 2 3 , in  w h ich  th e tru e w o rsh ip  o f G o d  sh a ll n o t b e in  th e
ex tern a l J ew ish  cerem o n ies a n d  rites, v o id  o f a ll life a n d  in w a rd  sen se o f
p iety ; b u t th e tru e w o rsh ip  o f G o d  sh a ll b e m a d e u p  o f a  so u l a n d  b o d y ,ð
o f sp irit a n d  tru th ,ð o f th e ex tern a l a p p o in ted  o rd in a n ces a cco rd in g  to
th e w o rd  o f tru th , a n d  th e sp irit o f tru th ,ð a n d  o f th e sp irit a n d  in w a rd
so u l-a ffectio n  a n d  sin cerity , w h ich  sh a ll q u ick en  a n d  a ctu a te th a t ex tern a l
p erfo rm a n ce. T h ere w ere n o  su ch  w o rsh ip p ers th en  a s h a d  n o  u se o f
o rd in a n ces. C h rist w a s n o t su ch , h is d iscip les w ere n o t su ch ; th erefo re it
is a  n ew  g o sp el, w h ich , if a n  a n g el sh o u ld  b rin g  fro m  h ea v en , y e o u g h t n o t
to  receiv e it.

A s it is certa in , th en , th a t b o th  so u l a n d  b o d y  m u st b e em p lo y ed  in  th is
b u sin ess, so  it is su re th a t th e so u l a n d  sp irit m u st b e th e first m o v er a n d
ch iefest a g en t in  it, b eca u se it is a  sp iritu a l b u sin ess, a n d  h a th  rela tio n  to
th e F o u n ta in -sp irit, w h ich  h a th  th e m o st p erfect o p p o sitio n  to  a ll fa lse
a p p ea ra n ces a n d  ex tern a l sh o w s. T h a t p a rt o f m a n  th a t co m eth  n ea rest
G o d , m u st d ra w  n ea rest in  w o rsh ip p in g  G o d ; a n d  if th a t b e rem o v ed  fa r



a w a y , th ere is n o  rea l co m m u n io n  w ith  G o d . M a n  ju d g es a cco rd in g  to  th e
o u tw a rd  a p p ea ra n ce, a n d  ca n  rea ch  n o  fa rth er th a n  th e o u tw a rd  m a n ; b u t
G o d  is a n  a ll-sea rch in g  S p irit, w h o  trieth  th e h ea rt a n d  rein s, a n d
th erefo re h e w ill p a ss a n o th er ju d g m en t u p o n  y o u r w o rsh ip  th a n  m en  ca n
d o , b eca u se h e o b serv es a ll th e secret w a n d erin g s a n d  esca p es o f th e h ea rt
o u t o f h is sig h t. H e m isses th e so u l w h en  y o u  p resen t a tten tiv e ea rs o r
elo q u en t to n g u es. T h ere is n o  d a lly in g  w ith  h is M a jesty ; p a in tin g  w ill n o t
d eceiv e h im , h is v ery  n a tu re is co n tra ry  to  h y p o crisy  a n d  d issim u la tio n ;
a n d  w h a t is it b u t d issim u la tio n , w h en  y o u  p resen t y o u rselv es to  relig io u s
ex ercises a s h is p eo p le, b u t w ith in  a re n o th in g  lik e it, n o th in g  a w a k in g ,
n o th in g  p resen t? O  co n sid er, m y  b elo v ed , w h a t a  o n e y o u  h a v e to  d o  w ith !
It is n o t m en , b u t th e F a th er o f sp irits, w h o  w ill n o t b e p lea sed  w ith  w h a t
p lea ses m en , o f y o u r o w n  flesh , b u t m u st h a v e a  sp irit to  serv e h im ! A la s!
w h a t a re w e d o in g  w ith  su ch  em p ty  n a m es a n d  sh o w s o f relig io n ? B u sied
w ith  th e o u tsid e o f w o rsh ip  o n ly , a s if w e h a d  n o n e to  d o  w ith  b u t m en
w h o  h a v e ey es o f flesh . A ll th a t w e d o  in  th is k in d  is lo st la b o u r, a n d  w ill
n ev er b e reck o n ed  u p  in  th e a cco u n t o f tru e w o rsh ip . I a m  su re y o u  k n o w
a n d  m a y  reflect u p o n  y o u rselv es, th a t y o u  m a k e relig io n  b u t a  m a tter o f
o u tw a rd  fa sh io n  a n d  ex tern a l cu sto m : y o u  h a v e n ev er a lm o st ta k en  it to
h ea rt in  ea rn est. Y o u  m a y  freq u en t th e o rd in a n ces,ð y o u  m a y  h a v e a  fo rm
o f g o d lin ess co n sistin g  in  so m e o u tw a rd  p erfo rm a n ces a n d  p riv ileg es,ð
a n d  O , h o w  v o id  a n d  d estitu te o f a ll sp irit, a n d  life, a n d  p o w er! N o t to
sp ea k  o f th e rem o v a l o f a ffectio n  a n d  th e em p lo y in g  o f th e m a rro w  o f
y o u r so u l u p o n  b a se lu sts a n d  crea tu res, o r th e sca tterin g  o f y o u r d esires
a b ro a d  a m o n g st th em , fo r th a t is to o  p a lp a b le; ev en  y o u r v ery  th o u g h ts
a n d  m in d s a re rem o v ed  fro m  th is b u sin ess; y o u  h a v e n o th in g  p resen t b u t
a n  ea r, o r ey e; a n d  y o u r m in d s a re a b o u t o th er b u sin ess; y o u r d esires,
y o u r fea rs, y o u r jo y s, a n d  d elig h ts, y o u r a ffectio n s, n ev er d id  ru n  in  th e
ch a n n el o f relig io u s ex ercises; a ll y o u r p a ssio n  is v en ted  in  o th er th in g s.
B u t h ere y o u  a re b lo ck ish  a n d  stu p id , w ith o u t a n y  sen sib le a p p reh en sio n
o f G o d , h is m ercy , o r ju stice, o r w ra th , o r o f y o u r o w n  m isery  a n d  w a n t.
Y o u  so rro w  in  o th er th in g s, b u t n o n e h ere, n o n e fo r sin ! Y o u  jo y  fo r o th er
th in g s, b u t n o n e h ere, y o u  ca n n o t rejo ice a t th e g o sp el! P ra y er is a
b u rd en , n o t a  d elig h t. If y o u r sp irits w ere ch iefly  em p lo y ed  in  relig io u s
d u ties, relig io n  w o u ld  b e a lm o st y o u r elem en t, y o u r p lea su re a n d
recrea tio n ; b u t n o w  it is w ea riso m e to  th e flesh , b eca u se th e sp irit ta k eth
n o t th e ch ief w eig h t u p o n  it. O ! 'b e n o t d eceiv ed , G o d  is n o t m o ck ed .' Y o u



d o  b u t m o ck  y o u rselv es w ith  ex tern a l sh o w s, w h ile y o u  a re sa tisfied  w ith
th em . I b eseech  y o u , lo o k  in w a rd ly , a n d  b e n o t sa tisfied  w ith  th e o u tw a rd
a p p ea ra n ce, b u t a sk  a t th y  so u l, w h ere it is, a n d  h o w  it is. R etire w ith in ,
a n d  b rin g  u p  th y  sp irit to  th is w o rk . I a m  su re y o u  m a y  o b serv e th a t a n y
th in g  g o es m o re sm o o th ly  a n d  sw eetly  w ith  y o u  th a n  th e w o rsh ip  o f G o d ,
b eca u se y o u r m in d  is m o re u p o n  a n y  th in g  else. I fea r th e m o st p a rt o f u s
w h o  en d ea v o u r, in  so m e m ea su re, to  seek  G o d , h a v e to o  m u ch  d ro ss o f
o u tw a rd  fo rm a lity , a n d  m u ch  scu m  o f filth y  h y p o crisy  a n d  g u ile. O ! p ra y
th a t th e p resen t fu rn a ce m a y  p u rg e a w a y  th is scu m . It is th e g rea t g ro u n d
o f G o d 's p resen t co n tro v ersy  w ith  S co tla n d ; b u t, a la s! th e b ello w s a re lik e
to  b u rn , a n d  w e n o t to  b e p u rg ed . O u r scu m  g o es n o t o u t fro m  u s. W e
sa tisfy  o u rselv es w ith  so m e o u tw a rd  ex ercises o f relig io n . C u sto m  u n d o es
u s a ll; a n d  it w a s n ev er m o re u n d o in g  th a n  w h en  in d ig n a tio n  a n d  w ra th
a re p u rsu in g  it. O ! th a t y o u  w o u ld  p o n d er w h a t y o u  lo se b y  it,ð b o th  th e
sw eetn ess a n d  a d v a n ta g e o f g o d lin ess, b esid e th e d ish o n o u r o f G o d . Y o u
ta k e a  fo rm a l, n eg lig en t, a n d  secu re w a y , a s th e m o st ea sy  w a y , a n d  th e
m o st p lea sin g  to  y o u r flesh ; a n d  I a m  p ersu a d ed  y o u  fin d  it th e m o st
d ifficu lt w a y , b eca u se y o u  w a n t a ll th e p lea sa n t a n d  sw eet refresh m en t
a n d  so u l-d elig h ts y o u  m ig h t h a v e in  G o d , b y  a  serio u s a n d  d ilig en t
m in d in g  o f relig io n . T h e p lea su re a n d  sw eetn ess o f G o d  ta sted  a n d  fo u n d ,
w ill m a k e d ilig en ce a n d  p a in s m o re ea sy  th a n  slo th fu ln ess ca n  b e to  th e
slo th fu l. T h is o ils th e w h eels, a n d  m a k es th em  ru n  sw iftly ; fo rm a lity
m a k es th em  d riv e h ea v ily . T h u s y o u  liv e a lw a y s in  a  co m p la in in g  h u m o u r,
ð sig h in g , a n d  g o in g  b a ck w a rd ,ð b eca u se y o u  h a v e so m e stirrin g  p rin cip le
o f co n scien ce w ith in  w h ich  b ea rs w itn ess a g a in st y o u ; a n d  y o u r fo rm a l
slu g g ish  d isp o sitio n  o n  th e o th er h a n d  refu ses to  a w a k e a n d  w o rk . Y o u
a re p erp lex ed  a n d  to rm en ted  b etw een  th ese tw o . W h en  th y  sp irit a n d
a ffectio n s g o  o n e w a y , a n d  th y  b o d y  a n o th er; w h en  th y  co n scien ce d riv es
o n  th e sp irit, a n d  th y  a ffectio n s d ra w  b a ck , it m u st n eed s b e a n
u n p lea sa n t b u sin ess.



L E C T U R E  X II.
T H E  U N IT Y  O F  T H E  D IV IN E  E S S E N C E , A N D  T H E  T R IN IT Y  O F
P E R S O N S .

D E U T  . 6 .4 . "H ear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.

1 J O H N  5 .7 . "There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
W ord, and the H oly Ghost, and these three are one.

"'G R E A T  is th e m y stery  o f g o d lin ess,' 1 T im . 3 .16 . R elig io n  a n d  tru e
g o d lin ess is a  b u n d le o f ex cellen t m y steries,ð o f th in g s h id  fro m  th e
w o rld , y ea , fro m  th e w ise m en  o f th e w o rld , (1 C o r. 2 .6 .) a n d  n o t o n ly  so ,
b u t secrets in  th eir o w n  n a tu re, th e d istin ct k n o w led g e w h ereo f is n o t
g iv en  to  sa in ts in  th is esta te o f d ista n ce a n d  a b sen ce fro m  th e L o rd . T h ere
is a lm o st n o th in g  in  d iv in ity , b u t it is a  m y stery  in  itself, h o w  co m m o n
so ev er it b e in  th e a p p reh en sio n s o f m en . F o r it is m en 's o v erly , [T h a t is,
ca relessð E  D  .] a n d  co m m o n  a n d  slen d er a p p reh en sio n s o f th em , w h ich
m a k e th em  lo o k  so  co m m o n ly  u p o n  th em . T h ere is a  d ep th  in  th em , b u t
y o u  w ill n o t k n o w  it, till y o u  sea rch  it, a n d  so u n d  it; a n d  th e m o re y o u
so u n d , y o u  sh a ll fin d  it th e m o re p ro fo u n d . B u t th ere a re so m e m y steries
sm a ll a n d  so m e g rea t. T h ere is a  d ifferen ce a m o n g st th em ; a ll a re n o t o f
o n e sta tu re, o f o n e m ea su re. T h e m y stery  o f C h rist's in ca rn a tio n  a n d
d ea th  a n d  resu rrectio n , is o n e o f th e g rea t m y steries o f relig io n , 'G o d
m a n ifest in  th e flesh .' Y et I co n ceiv e th ere is a  g rea ter m y stery  th a n  it,
a n d  o f a ll m y steries in  n a tu re o r d iv in ity  I k n o w  n o n e eq u a l to  th is,ð th e
H o ly  T rin ity . A n d  it m u st n eed s b e g rea test o f a ll, a n d  w ith o u t
co n tro v ersy  g rea test, b eca u se it is th e b eg in n in g  a n d  en d  o f a ll,ð fons et
finis om nium . A ll m y steries h a v e th eir rise h ere, a n d  a ll o f th em  retu rn
h ith er. T h is is fu rth est rem o v ed  fro m  th e u n d ersta n d in g s o f m en ,ð w h a t
G o d  h im self is; fo r h im self is in fin itely  a b o v e a n y  m a n ifesta tio n  o f
h im self. G o d  is g rea ter th a n  G o d  m a n ifested  in  th e flesh , th o u g h  in  th a t
resp ect h e b e to o  g rea t fo r u s to  co n ceiv e. T h ere is a  n a tu ra l d esire in  a ll
m en  to  k n o w ; a n d , if a n y  th in g  b e secret a n d  w o n d erfu l, th e d esire is th e
m o re in fla m ed  a fter th e k n o w led g e o f it. T h e v ery  d ifficu lty  o r
im p o ssib ility  o f a tta in in g  it, in stea d  o f restra in in g  th e cu rio sity  o f m a n 's
sp irit, d o th  ra th er in cen se it. N itim ur in vetitum  is th e fru it, th e sa d  fru it



w e p lu ck ed  a n d  ea t fro m  th e tree o f th e k n o w led g e o f g o o d  a n d  ev il. If th e
L o rd  rev ea l a n y  th in g  p la in ly  in  h is w o rd  to  m en , th a t is d esp ised  a n d  set
a t n o u g h t, b eca u se it is p la in : w h erea s th e m o st p la in  tru th s, w h ich  a re
b ey o n d  a ll co n tro v ersy , a re th e m o st n ecessa ry , a n d  m o st p ro fita b le fo r
o u r etern a l sa lv a tio n . B u t if th ere b e a n y  secret m y stery  in  th e S crip tu res,
w h ich  th e L o rd  h a th  o n ly  p o in ted  o u t m o re o b scu rely  to  u s, reserv in g  th e
d istin ct a n d  clea r u n d ersta n d in g  o f it to  h im self, (D eu t. 2 9 .2 9 ,)ð th a t is
th e a p p le w h ich  o u r a ccu rsed  n a tu res w ill lo n g  fo r, a n d  ca tch  a fter,
th o u g h  th ere b e n ev er so  m u ch  ch o ice o f ex cellen t sa v in g  fru it in  th e
p a ra d ise o f th e S crip tu res b esid es. If th e a rk  b e co v ered  to  k eep  m en  fro m
lo o k in g  in to  it, th a t d o th  ra th er p ro v o k e th e cu rio u s sp irit o f m a n  to  p ry
in to  it, 1 S a m . 6 .19 . If th e L o rd  sh o w  h is w o n d erfu l g lo ry  in  th e m o u n t,
a n d  ch a rg e h is p eo p le n o t to  co m e n ea r, lest th e g lo rio u s p resen ce o f G o d
k ill th em , h e m u st p u t ra ils a b o u t it, to  k eep  th em  b a ck , o r else th ey  w ill
b e m ed d lin g . S u ch  is th e u n b rid led  licen se o f o u r m in d s, a n d  th e p erv erse
d isp o sitio n s o f o u r n a tu res, th a t w h ere G o d  fa m ilia rly  in v ites u s to  co m e,
ð w h a t h e ea rn estly  p resseth  u s to  sea rch  a n d  k n o w ,ð th a t w e d esp ise a s
triv ia l a n d  co m m o n ; a n d  w h a t h e co m p a sseth  a b o u t w ith  a  d iv in e
d a rk n ess o f in a ccessib le lig h t, a n d  h a th  rem o v ed  fa r fro m  th e
a p p reh en sio n s o f a ll liv in g , th a t w e w ill n eed s sea rch  in to , a n d  w a n d er
in to  th o se fo rb id d en  co m p a sses, w ith  d a rin g  b o ld n ess. I co n ceiv e th is
h o ly  a n d  p ro fo u n d  m y stery  is o n e o f th o se 'secret th in g s' w h ich  it b elo n g s
to  G o d  to  k n o w ; fo r w h o  k n o w eth  th e F a th er b u t th e S o n , o r th e S o n  b u t
th e F a th er, o r w h o  k n o w eth  th e m in d  o f G o d  b u t th e S p irit? Y et th e
fo o lish  m in d s o f m en  w ill n o t b e sa tisfied  w ith  th e b eliev in g  ig n o ra n ce o f
su ch  a  m y stery , b u t w ill n eed s in q u ire in to  th o se d ep th s, th a t th ey  m a y
fin d  sa tisfa ctio n  fo r th eir rea so n . B u t, a s it h a p p en eth  w ith  m en  w h o  w ill
b o ld ly  sta re u p o n  th e su n , th eir ey es a re d a zzled  a n d  d a rk en ed  w ith  its
b rig h tn ess; o r th o se th a t en ter in to  a  la b y rin th , w h ich  th ey  ca n  fin d  n o
w a y  to  co m e o u t, b u t th e fu rth er th ey  g o  in to  it, th e m o re p erp lex ed  it is,
a n d  th e m o re in trica te; ev en  so  it b efa lls m a n y  u n so b er a n d
p resu m p tu o u s sp irits, w h o , n o t b ein g  sa tisfied  w ith  th e sim p le tru th  o f
G o d , clea rly  a ssertin g  th a t th is is, en d ea v o u r to  ex a m in e it a cco rd in g  to
rea so n , a n d  to  so lv e a ll th e o b jectio n s o f ca rn a l w it a n d  rea so n , (w h ich  is
o ften  'en m ity  a g a in st G o d ,') n o t b y  th e silen ce o f th e S crip tu res, b u t b y
a n sw ers fra m ed  a cco rd in g  to  th e sev era l ca p a cities o f m en . I sa y , a ll th is
is b u t d a rin g  to  b eh o ld  th e in fin ite g lo ry  o f G o d  w ith  ey es o f flesh , w h ich



m a k es th em  d a rk en ed  in  m in d , a n d  v a n ish in g  in  th eir ex p ressio n s, w h ile
th ey  seek  to  b eh o ld  th is in a ccessib le lig h t, w h ile th ey  en ter in to  a n
en d less la b y rin th  o f d ifficu lties o u t o f w h ich  th e th rea d  o f rea so n  a n d
d isp u ta tio n  ca n  n ev er ex trica te th em  o r lea d  th em  fo rth . B u t th e L o rd
h a th  sh o w ed  u s 'a  m o re ex cellen t w a y ,' th o u g h  it m a y  b e d esp ica b le to
m en . M a n  d id  fa ll fro m  b lessed n ess b y  h is cu rio u s a n d  w retch ed  a im  a t
so m e h ig h er h a p p in ess a n d  m o re w isd o m : th e L o rd  h a th  ch o sen  a n o th er
w a y  to  ra ise h im  u p  a g a in , b y  fa ith  ra th er th a n  k n o w led g e; b y  b eliev in g
ra th er th a n  d isp u tin g . T h erefo re th e g rea t co m m a n d  o f th e g o sp el is th is,
to  receiv e w ith  a  rea d y  a n d  w illin g  m in d  w h a tso ev er th e L o rd  sa ith  to  u s,
w h a tso ev er it m a y  a p p ea r to  sen se a n d  rea so n ; to  d isp u te n o  m o re, to
sea rch  n o  m o re in to  th e secret o f d iv in e m y steries, a s if b y  sea rch in g  w e
co u ld  fin d  th em  o u t 'u n to  p erfectio n ;' b u t to  b eliev e w h a t is sp o k en , 'till
th e d a y  b rea k , a n d  th e sh a d o w s flee a w a y ,' a n d  th e d a rk n ess o f ig n o ra n ce
b e w h o lly  d isp elled  b y  th e risin g  o f th e S u n  o f rig h teo u sn ess. W e a re
ca lled  th en  to  receiv e th is tru th ,ð T h a t G o d  is o n e, tru ly  o n e, a n d  y et
th ere a re th ree in  th is o n e, th e F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st. T h is, I sa y ,
y o u  m u st b eliev e, b eca u se th e w isd o m  o f G o d  sa ith  it, th o u g h  y o u  k n o w
n o t h o w  it is, o r h o w  it ca n  b e. T h o u g h  it seem  a  co n tra d ictio n  in  rea so n , a
trin ity  in  u n ity , y et y o u  m u st lea d  y o u r rea so n  ca p tiv e to  th e o b ed ien ce o f
fa ith , a n d  silen ce it w ith  th is o n e a n sw er, T h e L o rd  h a th  sa id  it. If th o u  g o
o n  to  d isp u te, a n d  to  in q u ire, 'H o w  ca n  th ese th in g s b e?' th o u  a rt esca p ed
fro m  u n d er th e p o w er o f fa ith , a n d  a rt fled  in to  th e ten ts o f h u m a n
w isd o m , w h ere th o u  m a y est lea rn  a th eism , b u t n o  relig io n ; fo r 'th e w o rld
b y  w isd o m  k n ew  n o t G o d ,' 1 C o r. 1.2 1. A n d  certa in ly , w h o ev er h e b e th a t
w ill n o t q u iet h is co n scien ce, u p o n  th e b a re w o rd  o f tru th  in  th is
p a rticu la r, b u t w ill ca ll in  th e h elp  o f rea so n  a n d  d isp u ta tio n , h o w  to
u n d ersta n d  a n d  m a in ta in  it, I th in k  h e sh a ll b e fu rth er fro m  th e tru e
k n o w led g e o f G o d  a n d  sa tisfa ctio n  o f m in d  th a n  b efo re. T h ere is n o  w a y
h ere, b u t to  flee in to  P a u l's sa n ctu a ry , 'W h o  a rt th o u , O  m a n , th a t
d isp u test?' W h en ev er th o u  th in k est w ith in  th y self: H o w  m a y  th is b e, h o w
ca n  o n e b e th ree, a n d  th ree o n e? th en  w ith a l let th is o f P a u l so u n d  in
th in e ea rs, 'W h o  a rt th o u , O  m a n , w h o  d isp u test?' T h in k  th a t thou a rt
m a n , th in k  th a t he is G o d ! B eliev in g  ig n o ra n ce is m u ch  b etter th a n  ra sh
a n d  p resu m p tu o u s k n o w led g e. A sk  n o t a  rea so n  o f th ese th in g s, b u t
ra th er a d o re a n d  trem b le a t th e m y stery  a n d  m a jesty  o f th em .
C h ristia n ity  is 'fo o lish n ess' to  th e w o rld  u p o n  th is a cco u n t, b eca u se it is



a n  im p licit fa ith  so  to  sp ea k , g iv en  to  G o d . B u t th ere is n o  fea r o f b ein g
d eceiv ed ,ð th o u g h  h e lea d  th e b lin d  b y  a  w a y  th o u  k n o w est n o t, y et h e
ca n n o t lea d  th ee w ro n g . T h is h o ly  sim p licity  in  b eliev in g  ev ery  w o rd  o f
G o d , a n d  tru stin g  w ith o u t m o re try in g  b y  d isp u ta tio n , is th e v ery
ch a ra cter o f C h ristia n ity , a n d  it w ill b e fo u n d  o n ly  tru e w isd o m . F o r if a n y
w ill b eco m e w ise, h e m u st b e a  fo o l in  m en 's a cco u n t. T h a t h e m a y  b e
w ise, h e m u st q u it h is rea so n  to  lea rn  tru e relig io n , w h ich  in d eed  is a
m o re ex cellen t a n d  d iv in e rea so n ; n eith er is it co n tra ry  to  it, th o u g h  it b e
h ig h  a b o v e it.

In  th is p la ce o f M o ses, y o u  h a v e th e u n ity  o f G o d  a sserted , 'T h e L o rd  th y
G o d  is o n e L o rd ;' a n d  it is in d eed  en g ra v en  o n  th e v ery  h ea rts o f m en  b y
n a tu re, th a t G o d  is o n e. F o r a ll m a y  k n o w  th a t th e co m m o n  n o tio n  a n d
a p p reh en sio n  o f G o d  is, th a t h e is a  m o st p erfect B ein g ,ð th e o rig in a l o f
a ll th in g s,ð m o st w ise, m o st p o w erfu l, a n d  in fin ite in  a ll p erfectio n s. N o w
co m m o n  rea so n  m a y  tell a n y  m a n  th a t th ere ca n  b e b u t o n e th in g  m o st
p erfect a n d  ex cellen t; th ere ca n  b e b u t o n e in fin ite o n e a lm ig h ty ,ð o n e
b eg in n in g  a n d  en d  o f a ll,ð o n e first m o v er, o n e first ca u se, 'o f w h o m  a re
a ll th in g s,' a n d  w h o  is o f n o n e.

A g a in , in  th is p la ce o f J o h n , y e h a v e a  testim o n y  o f th e b lessed  trin ity  o f
p erso n s, F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st, in  th a t h o ly  u n ity  o f essen ce. T h e
g rea t p o in t w h ich  J o h n  h a th  in  h a n d  is th is fu n d a m en ta l o f o u r sa lv a tio n ,
th a t J esu s C h rist is th e S o n  o f G o d , a n d  S a v io u r o f th e w o rld , in  w h o m  a ll
o u r co n fid en ce sh o u ld  b e p la ced , a n d  u p o n  w h o m  w e sh o u ld  lea n  th e
w eig h t o f o u r so u ls. A n d  th is h e p ro v es b y  a  tw o fo ld  testim o n y ,ð o n e o u t
o f h ea v en , a n o th er in  th e ea rth . T h ere a re th ree b ea rin g  w itn ess to  th is
tru th  in  h ea v en , 'th e F a th er, th e W o rd , (th a t is, J esu s C h rist, th e etern a l
S o n  o f G o d , w h o m  th is a p o stle ca lls th e W o rd  o f G o d , o r W isd o m  o f G o d ,
J o h n  1.1.) a n d  th e H o ly  G h o st.' T h e F a th er w itn essed  to  th is tru th  in  a n
a u d ib le v o ice o u t o f h ea v en , w h en  C h rist w a s b a p tized , (M a t. 3 .17 .) 'T h is
is m y  b elo v ed  S o n , in  w h o m  I a m  w ell-p lea sed .' H ere is th e F a th er's
testim o n y  o f th e S o n  w h en  h e w a s b a p tized , w h ich  w a s g iv en  v ery
so lem n ly  in  a  g rea t co n g reg a tio n  o f p eo p le, a n d  d iv in ely , w ith  g rea t g lo ry
a n d  m a jesty  fro m  h ea v en ; a s if th e h ea v en s h a d  o p en ed  u p o n  h im , a n d
th e in a ccessib le lig h t o f G o d  h a d  sh in ed  d o w n  o n  h im . T h is w a s
co n firm ed  in  th e tra n sfig u ra tio n , (M a t. 17 .5 .) w h ere th e L o rd  g a v e a



g lo rio u s ev id en ceð to  tim e a sto n ish m en t o f th e th ree d iscip lesð h o w  h e
d id  a cco u n t o f h im ,ð h o w  a ll sa in ts a n d  a n g els m u st serv e h im ; 'h im  h a th
G o d  th e F a th er sea led ,' sa ith  J o h n . In d eed , th e sta m p  o f d iv in ity , o f th e
d iv in e im a g e, in  su ch  a n  ex cellen t m a n n er u p o n  th e m a n  C h rist, w a s a
sea l set o n  b y  G o d  th e F a th er, sig n ify in g  a n d  co n firm in g  h is a p p ro b a tio n
o f h is w ell-b elo v ed  S o n , a n d  o f th e w o rk  h e w a s g o in g  a b o u t. T h en  th e
S o n  h im self d id  g iv e a m p le testim o n y  o f th is. T h is w a s th e su b ject o f h is
p rea ch in g  to  th e w o rld , 'I a m  th e lig h t a n d  th e life o f m en ; h e th a t
b eliev eth  o n  m e sh a ll b e sa v ed .' A n d  th erefo re h e m a y  b e ca lled  th e W o rd
o f G o d , (J o h n  1.1.) a n d  th e W isd o m  o f G o d , (P ro v . 8 .) b eca u se h e h a th
rev ea led  u n to  u s th e b lessed  m y stery  o f w isd o m  co n cern in g  o u r sa lv a tio n .
H e is th e v ery  ex p ressio n  a n d  ch a ra cter o f th e F a th er's p erso n  a n d  g lo ry ,
(H eb . 1.3 .) in  h is o w n  p erso n ; a n d  h e h a th  rev ea led  a n d  ex p ressed  h is
F a th er's m in d , a n d  h is o w n  o ffice, so  fu lly  to  th e w o rld , th a t th ere sh o u ld
b e n o  m o re d o u b t o f it. O u t o f th e m o u th  o f th ese tw o  w itn esses th is w o rd
m ig h t b e esta b lish ed ; b u t, fo r su p era b u n d a n ce, b eh o ld  a  th ird , th e H o ly
G h o st w itn essin g  a t h is b a p tism ,ð in  h is resu rrectio n ,ð a fter h is
a scen sio n . T h e H o ly  G h o st sig n ifieth  h is p resen ce a n d  co n sen t to  th a t
w o rk , in  th e sim ilitu d e o f a  d o v e; th e H o ly  G h o st testifieth  it in  th e p o w er
th a t ra ised  h im  fro m  th e d ea d ; th e H o ly  G h o st p u t it b ey o n d  a ll q u estio n
w h en  h e d escen d ed  u p o n  th e a p o stles a cco rd in g  to  C h rist's p ro m ise. F o r
th e o th er th ree w itn esses o n  ea rth , w e sh a ll n o t sta y  u p o n  it; o n ly  k n o w ,
th a t th e w o rk  o f th e reg en era tio n  o f so u ls b y  th e p o w er o f th e W o rd  a n d
S p irit sig n ified  b y  w a ter, th e ju stifica tio n  o f g u ilty  so u ls sig n ified  b y  th e
b lo o d  o f J esu s C h rist, a n d  th e testim o n y  o f th e S p irit in  o u r co n scien ces,
b ea rin g  w itn ess to  o u r sp irits, is a n  a ssu red  testim o n y  o f th is, th a t J esu s
C h rist, in  w h o m  w e b eliev e, is 'th e O n ly -B eg o tten  o f th e F a th er, fu ll o f
g ra ce a n d  tru th .' T h e ch a n g in g , p a cify in g , a n d  co m fo rtin g  o f so u ls in  su ch
a  w o n d erfu l m a n n er, cries a lo u d  th a t h e in  w h o m  th e so u l b eliev es is th e
tru e a n d  liv in g  G o d , w h o m  to  k n o w  is etern a l life. B u t m a rk , I p ra y  y o u ,
th e a ccu ra cy  o f th e a p o stle in  th e ch a n g e o f sp eech . 'T h ese th ree'
w itn esses o n  ea rth , sa ith  h e, 'a g ree in  o n e,' in  g iv in g  o n e co m m o n
testim o n y  to  th e S o n  o f G o d  a n d  th e S a v io u r o f sin n ers. B u t a s fo r th e
h ea v en ly  w itn esses,ð th e F a th er, th e W o rd , a n d  th e H o ly  G h o st,ð
h o w ev er th ey  b e th ree a fter a n  in co n ceiv a b le m a n n er, a n d  th a t th ey  d o
a lso  a g ree in  o n e co m m o n  testim o n y  to  th e M ed ia to r o f m en , y et
m o reo v er th ey  a re O n e. T h ey  n o t o n ly  a g ree in  o n e, b u t a re o n e G o d ,ð



o n e sim p le, u n d iv id ed , self-b ein g , in fin ite S p irit,ð h o ld en  o u t to  u s in
th ree p erso n s, th e F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st, to  w h o m  b e p ra ise a n d
g lo ry .

L E C T U R E  X III.
O F  T H E  U N IT Y  O F  T H E  G O D H E A D  A N D  T H E  T R IN IT Y  O F  P E R S O N S .

D E U T . 6 .4 . "H ear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord."

1 J O H N  5 .7 . "There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
W ord, and the H oly Ghost, and these three are one."

'A L L  S crip tu re is g iv en  b y  in sp ira tio n  o f G o d , a n d  is p ro fita b le fo r
d o ctrin e, fo r rep ro o f, fo r co rrectio n , fo r in stru ctio n  in  rig h teo u sn ess,' 2
T im . 3 .16 . T h ere is n o  refu se in  it; n o  sim p le a n d  p la in  h isto ry , b u t it
ten d s to  so m e ed ifica tio n ; n o  p ro fo u n d  o r d eep  m y stery , b u t it is
p ro fita b le fo r sa lv a tio n . W h a tso ev er secrets th ere b e in  th e m y steries o f
G o d , w h ich  a re reserv ed  fro m  u s, th o u g h  it b e g iv en  u s b u t to  'k n o w  in
p a rt,' a n d  'd a rk ly ' th ro u g h  a  v a il, y et a s m u ch  is g iv en  to  u s to  k n o w  a s
m a y  m a k e th e m a n  o f G o d  p erfect in  ev ery  g o o d  w o rk . A s m u ch  is g iv en
u s to  k n o w  a s m a y  b u ild  u s u p  to  etern a l sa lv a tio n . If th ere w ere n o  m o re
u se o f th ese d eep  m y steries o f th e h o ly  T rin ity , & c. b u t to  silen ce a ll flesh ,
a n d  restra in  th e u n lim ited  sp irits o f m en , a n d  k eep  th em  w ith in  th e
b o u n d s o f so b riety  a n d  fa ith , it w ere en o u g h . T h a t g rea t secret w o u ld
tea ch  a s m u ch  b y  its silen ce a n d  d a rk n ess, a s th e p la in er tru th s d o  b y
sp ea k in g  o u t, clea rly . O  th a t th is g rea t m y stery  d id  co m p o se o u r h ea rts to
so m e rev eren d  a n d  a w fu l a p p reh en sio n  o f th a t G o d  w e h a v e to  d o  w ith ;
a n d  d id  im p rin t in  o u r so u l a  m o re feelin g  sen se o f o u r d a rk n ess a n d
ig n o ra n ce. T h is w ere m o re a d v a n ta g e th en  a ll th e g a in  o f lig h t, o r
in crea se o f k n o w led g e th a t ca n  co m e fro m  th e sea rch  o f cu rio sity . If m en
w o u ld  la b o u r to  w a lk  in  th a t lig h t th ey  h a v e a tta in ed , ra th er th a n
cu rio u sly  in q u ire a fter w h a t th ey  ca n n o t k n o w  b y  in q u iry , th ey  sh o u ld
so o n er a tta in  m o re tru e lig h t. If m en  w o u ld  set a b o u t th e p ra ctice o f w h a t
th ey  k n o w , w ith o u t d o u b t th ey  w o u ld  m o re rea d ily  co m e to  a  reso lu tio n
a n d  clea rn ess in  d o u b tfu l th in g s. R elig io n  is n o w  tu rn ed  in to  q u estio n s
a n d  sch o o l-d eb a tes. M en  b eg in  to  b eliev e n o th in g , b u t d isp u te
ev ery th in g , u n d er a  p reten ce o f sea rch in g  fo r lig h t a n d  reso lu tio n . B u t fo r



th e m o st p a rt, w h ile m en  lo o k  a fter lig h t, th ey  d a rk en  th em selv es; a n d
th is is th e rig h teo u s ju d g m en t o f th e L o rd  u p o n  th e w o rld  th a t d o th  n o t
receiv e th e tru th  in  lo v e, o r w a lk  in  th e lig h t o f w h a t th ey  h a v e a lrea d y
a tta in ed ; th erefo re h e g iv es m en  u p  to  w a n d er in  th eir sea rch  in to  th e
d a rk  d u n g eo n s o f h u m a n  w isd o m  a n d  fa n cy , a n d  to  lo se w h a t th ey  h a v e
a lrea d y . If th o se th in g s w h ich  a re 'w ith o u t co n tro v ersy ' (a s th e a p o stle
sp ea k s, 1 T im . 3 .16 .) w ere in d eed  m a d e co n scien ce o f, a n d  em b ra ced  in
lo v e, a n d  p ra ctised , it w ere b ey o n d  a ll co n tro v ersy  th a t th e m o st p a rt o f
p resen t co n tro v ersies w o u ld  cea se. B u t it fa lls o u t w ith  m a n y , a s w ith  th e
d o g , th a t, ca tch in g  a t a  sh a d o w  in  th e w a ter, lo st th e su b sta n ce in  h is
teeth ; so  th ey , p u rsu in g  a fter n ew  d isco v eries in  co n tro v erted  th in g s, a n d
n o t ta k in g  a  h ea rt-h o ld  a n d  in w a rd  g rip  o f th e su b sta n tia l tru th s o f th e
g o sp el, w h ich  a re b ey o n d  a ll co n tro v ersy , d o  ev en  lo se w h a t th ey  h a v e.
T h u s, ev en  th a t w h ich  th ey  h a v e n o t is ta k en  fro m  th em , b eca u se th o u g h
th ey  h a v e it in  ju d g m en t, y et th ey  h a v e it n o t su rely  a n d  so lid ly  in
a ffectio n , th a t it m a y  b e h o ld en . S o , to  th is p resen t p o in t if w e co u ld  lea rn
to  a d o re a n d  a d m ire th is h o ly , h o ly , h o ly  O n e,ð if w e co u ld  in  silen ce a n d
fa ith  sit d o w n  a n d  w o n d er a t th is m y stery ,ð it w o u ld  b e m o re p ro fita b le
to  u s, a n d  m a k e w a y  fo r a  clea rer m a n ifesta tio n  o f G o d , th a n  if w e sh o u ld
sea rch  a n d  in q u ire in to  a ll th e v o lu m es th a t a re w ritten  u p o n  it, th in k in g
b y  th is m ea n s to  sa tisfy  o u r rea so n . I th in k  th ere is m o re p ro fo u n d n ess in
th e so b riety  o f fa ith  th a n  in  th e d ep th s o f h u m a n  w isd o m  a n d  lea rn in g .
W h en  th e m y stery  is su ch  a n  in fin ite d ep th , O  b u t m en 's elo q u en ce a n d
w isd o m  m u st b e sh a llo w , fa r to o  sh a llo w  eith er to  fin d  it o u t, o r u n fo ld  it!

B u t th ere is y et b o th  m o re in stru ctio n  a n d  co n so la tio n  to  b e p ressed  o u t
o f th is m y stery ; a n d , th erefo re, if y o u  ca n n o t rea ch  it, in  itself, O  co n sid er
w h a t it co n cern s u s, h o w  w e m a y  b e ed ified  b y  it, fo r th is is tru e relig io n !
L o o k  u p o n  th a t p la ce o f M o ses,ð w h a t is th e g rea t in stru ctio n  h e d ra w s
fro m  th is u n ity  o f G o d 's essen ce? v er. 5 . 'T h o u  sh a lt lo v e th e L o rd  th y  G o d
w ith  a ll th y  h ea rt.' S in ce G o d  is o n e, th en  h a v e n o  G o d  b u t o n e, a n d  th a t
th e tru e a n d  liv in g  G o d ; a n d  th is is th e v ery  first co m m a n d  o f G o d , w h ich
flo w s a s it w ere im m ed ia tely  fro m  h is a b so lu te o n en ess a n d  p erfectio n  o f
b ein g . T h ere is n o  m a n  b u t h e m u st h a v e so m e G o d , th a t is, so m eth in g
w h ereu p o n  h e p la ceth  h is a ffectio n  m o st. E v ery  m a n  h a th  so m e o n e th in g
h e lo v es a n d  resp ects b ey o n d  a ll o th er th in g s, so m e lo rd  a n d  m a ster th a t
co m m a n d s h im . T h erefo re, sa ith  C h rist, 'n o  m a n  ca n  serv e tw o  m a sters.'



B efo re a  m a n  w ill w a n t a  g o d  to  lo v e a n d  serv e, h e w ill m a k e th em , a n d
th en  w o rsh ip  th em . Y ea , h e w ill m a k e h im self, h is b elly , h is b a ck , h is
h o n o u r, a n d  p lea su re, a  g o d ; a n d  sa crifice a ll h is a ffectio n s a n d  d esires
a n d  en d ea v o u rs to  th ese. T h e n a tu ra l su b o rd in a tio n  o f m a n  to  G o d , th e
rela tio n  h e h a th  a s a  crea tu re to  a  C rea to r, is th e first a n d  fu n d a m en ta l
rela tio n  b ey o n d  a ll resp ects to  h im self o r o th er fello w -crea tu res. T h is is
th e p ro to -n a tu ra l [T h a t is, m o st n a tu ra l.ð E  D  .] o b lig a tio n  u p o n  th e
crea tu re; th erefo re it sh o u ld  h a v e retu rn ed  in  a  d irect lin e to  h is m a jesty
a ll its a ffectio n s a n d  en d ea v o u rs. B u t m a n 's fa ll fro m  G o d  h a th  m a d e a
w retch ed  th ra w  [T h a t is, a  tw ist o r u n d u e b en d .ð E  D  .] a n d  cro o k  in  th e
so u l, th a t it ca n n o t lo o k  a n y  m o re a fter h im , b u t b o w s d o w n w a rd s
to w a rd s crea tu res b elo w  it, o r b en d s in w a rd ly  to w a rd s itself; a n d  so  sin ce
th e fa ll m a n  h a th  tu rn ed  h is h ea rt fro m  th e tru e G o d , a n d  set it u p o n
v a n ity ,ð u p o n  ly in g  v a n ities,ð u p o n  b a se d ea d  id o ls w h ich  ca n  n eith er
h elp  h im  n o r h u rt h im . Y o u r h ea rts a re g o n e a -w h o rin g  fro m  G o d , O  th a t
y e w o u ld  b eliev e it! N o n e o f y o u  w ill d en y  b u t y e h a v e b ro k en  a ll th e
co m m a n d s. Y et su ch  is th e b ru tish  ig n o ra n ce a n d  stu p id ity  o f th e m o st
p a rt, th a t y o u  w ill n o t co n fess th a t w h en  it co m es to  p a rticu la rs; a n d
esp ecia lly , if y o u  sh o u ld  b e ch a llen g ed  fo r lo v in g  o th er th in g s m o re th a n
G o d , o r h a v in g  o th er g o d s b esid es th e tru e G o d , y o u  w ill in sta n tly  d en y  it,
a n d  th a t w ith  a n  a ssev era tio n  a n d  a v ersa tio n ,ð "G o d  fo rb id  th a t I h a v e
a n o th er G o d !" A la s! th is sh o w s, th a t w h a t y o u  co n fess in  th e g en era l is
n o t b eliev ed  in  th e h ea rt, b u t o n ly  is lik e th e p ra tin g  o f ch ild ren , w h o m
y o u  m a y  lea rn  [T h a t is, tea ch .ð J T K ] to  sa y  a n y  th in g . I b eseech  y o u
co n sid er, th a t w h a t y o u  g iv e y o u r tim e, p a in s, th o u g h ts, a n d  a ffectio n s to ,
th a t is y o u r G o d . Y o u  m u st g iv e G o d  a ll y o u r h ea rt, a n d  so  reta in  n o th in g
o f y o u r o w n  w ill if G o d  b e y o u r G o d . B u t d o  y e n o t k n o w  th a t y o u r ca re
a n d  g rief a n d  d esire a n d  lo v e v en ts a n o th er w a y , to w a rd s b a se th in g s?
Y o u  k n o w , th a t y o u  h a v e a  w ill o f y o u r o w n  w h ich  g o eth  q u ite co n tra ry  to
h is h o ly  w ill in  a ll th in g s: th erefo re S a ta n  h a th  b ew itch ed  y o u , a n d  y o u r
h ea rts d eceiv e y o u , w h en  th ey  p ersu a d e y o u  th a t y o u  h a v e h a d  n o  o th er
G o d  b u t th e tru e G o d . C h ristia n ity  ra ises th e so u l a g a in , a n d  a d v a n ces it
b y  d eg rees to  th is lo v e o f G o d , fro m  w h ich  it h a d  fa llen . T h e so u l retu rn s
to  its first h u sb a n d , fro m  w h o m  it w en t a -w h o rin g , a n d  n o w  th e sta m p  o f
G o d  is so  u p o n  it, th a t it is ch a n g ed  in to  h is im a g e a n d  g lo ry . H a v in g
ta sted  h o w  g o o d  th is o n e self-su fficien t g o o d  is, it g la d ly  a n d  ea sily
d iv o rces fro m  a ll o th er lo v ers. It ren o u n ces fo rm er lu sts o f ig n o ra n ce, a n d



n o w  b eg in s to  liv e in  a n o th er. L o v e tra n sp la n ts th e so u l in to  G o d , a n d  in
h im  it liv es, a n d  w ith  h im  it w a lk s. It is tru e, th is is d o n e g ra d u a lly , th ere
is m u ch  o f th e h ea rt y et u n b ro k en  to  th is sw eet a n d  ea sy  y o k e o f lo v e,
m u ch  o f th e co rru p t n a tu re u n ta m ed , u n recla im ed ; y et so  m u ch  is g a in ed
b y  th e first co n v ersio n  o f th e so u l to  G o d , th a t a ll is g iv en  u p  to  h im  in
a ffectio n  a n d  d esire. H e h a th  th e ch ief p la ce in  th e so u l. T h e d isp o sitio n
o f th e sp irit h a th  so m e sta m p  a n d  im p ressio n  o f h is o n en ess a n d
sin g u la rity . M y  b elo v ed  is o n e. T h o u g h  a  C h ristia n  is n o t w h o lly  rid  o f
stra n g e lo rd s, y et th e tie o f su b jectio n  to  th em  is b ro k en . T h ey  m a y  o ften
in tru d e b y  v io len ce u p o n  h im , b u t h e is in  a  h o stile p o stu re o f a ffectio n
a n d  en d ea v o u r a g a in st th em . I b eseech  y o u , sin ce th e L o rd  is o n e, a n d
th ere is n o n e b esid e h im , O  let th is b e en g ra v en  o n  y o u r h ea rts, th a t y o u r
in w a rd  a ffectio n s a n d  o u tw a rd  a ctio n s m a y  ex p ress th a t o n e L o rd  to  b e
y o u r G o d , a n d  n o n e o th er b esid e h im ! It is a  g rea t sh a m e a n d  rep ro a ch  to
C h ristia n s, th a t th ey  d o  n o t ca rry  th e sta m p  o f th e first p rin cip le o f
relig io n  u p o n  th eir w a lk in g . T h e co n d itio n  a n d  co n v ersa tio n  o f m a n y
d ecla re h o w  little a cco u n t th ey  m a k e o f th e tru e G o d . W h y  d o  y e en sla v e
y o u r so u ls to  y o u r lu sts, a n d  th e serv ice o f th e flesh , if y e b eliev e in  th is
o n e G o d ? W h y  d o  y e a ll th in g s to  p lea se y o u rselv es, if th is o n e L o rd  b e
y o u r o n e G o d ? A s fo r y o u , th e Isra el o f G o d , w h o  a re ca lled  b y  J esu s
C h rist to  p a rta k e w ith  th e co m m o n w ea lth  o f Isra el in  th e co v en a n t o f
p ro m ises, h ea r, I b eseech  y o u , th is, a n d  let y o u r so u ls in clin e to  it, a n d
receiv e it: Y o u r G o d  is o n e L o rd ; h a v e, th en , n o  o th er lo rd s o v er y o u r
so u ls a n d  co n scien ces; n o t y o u rselv es, n o t o th ers.

B u t in  th e n ex t p la ce, L et u s co n sid er to  w h a t p u rp o se J o h n  lea d s su ch
th ree w itn esses, th a t w e m a y  d ra w  so m e co n so la tio n  fro m  it. T h e th in g
testified  a n d  w itn essed  u n to  is th e g ro u n d -w o rk  o f a ll a  C h ristia n 's h o p e
a n d  co n so la tio n , th a t J esu s C h rist is th e etern a l S o n  o f G o d , a n d  S a v io u r
o f th e w o rld ,ð o n e, a b le to  sa v e to  th e u tterm o st a ll th a t p u t th eir tru st in
h im ; so  th a t ev ery  so u l th a t fin d s itself lo st, a n d  n o t a b le to  su b sist, n o r
a b id e th e ju d g m en t o f G o d , m a y  rep o se th eir co n fid en ce in  h im , a n d  la y
th e w eig h t o f th eir etern a l w elfa re u p o n  h is d ea th  a n d  su fferin g s, w ith
a ssu ra n ce to  fin d  rest a n d  p ea ce in  h im  to  th eir so u ls. H e is su ch  a n  o n e
a s fa ith  m a y  triu m p h  in  h im  o v er th e w o rld , a n d  a ll th in g s b esid e. A
b eliev er m a y  triu m p h  in  h is v icto ry , a n d  in  th e fa ith  o f h is v icto ry , o v er
h ell a n d  d ea th  a n d  th e g ra v e; m a y  o v erco m e p erso n a lly , 'F o r th is is th e



v icto ry  th a t o v erco m eth  th e w o rld , ev en  o u r fa ith ,' v er. 4 . A n d  h o w  co u ld
a  so u l co n q u er b y  fa ith , if h e in  w h o m  it b eliev es w ere n o t 'd ecla red  to  b e
th e S o n  o f G o d  w ith  p o w er?' T h ere is n o th in g  so  m ea n  a n d  w ea k ly  a s fa ith
in  itself. It is a  p o o r d esp ica b le th in g  o f itself, a n d  th a t it sees, a n d  th a t it
a ck n o w led g es. Y ea , fa ith  is a  v ery  a ct o f its self-d en ia l. It is a  ren o u n cin g
o f a ll h elp  w ith o u t a n d  w ith in  itself, sa v e o n ly  th a t w h ich  is la id  o n  C h rist
J esu s. T h erefo re it w ere th e m o st u n su ita b le m ea n  o f p rev a ilin g , a n d  th e
m o st in su fficien t w ea p o n  fo r g a in in g  th e v icto ry , if th e o b ject o f it w ere
n o t th e stro n g  G o d , th e L o rd  A lm ig h ty , fro m  w h o m  it d eriv es a n d
b o rro w s a ll its p o w er, a n d  v irtu e, eith er to  p a cify  th e co n scien ce, o r to
ex p ia te sin , o r to  o v erco m e th e w o rld . O  co n sid er, C h ristia n s, w h ere th e
fo u n d a tio n  o f y o u r h o p e is situ a ted ! It is in  th e d iv in e p o w er o f o u r
S a v io u r. If h e w h o  d ecla red  so  m u ch  lo v e a n d  g o o d -w ill to  sin n ers, b y
b eco m in g  so  lo w , a n d  su fferin g  so  m u ch , h a v e a lso  a ll p o w er in  h ea v en
a n d  ea rth ; if h e b e n o t o n ly  m a n  n ea r u s, to  m a k e fo r u s b o ld n ess o f
a ccess, b u t G o d  n ea r G o d  to  p rev a il effectu a lly  w ith  G o d , th en  certa in ly
h e is 'a  su re fo u n d a tio n ' la id  in  Z io n , 'elect a n d  p recio u s.' H e is a n
im m o v a b le R o ck  o f A g es; w h o so ev er tru sts th eir so u l to  h im  sh a ll n o t b e
a sh a m ed . I a m  su re th a t m a n y  o f y o u  co n sid er n o t th is, th a t J esu s C h rist,
w h o  w a s in  d u e tim e b o rn  o f th e v irg in  M a ry , a n d  d ied  fo r sin n ers, is th e
etern a l S o n  o f G o d s eq u a l to  h is F a th er in  a ll g lo ry  a n d  p o w er. O  h o w
w o u ld  th is m a k e th e g o sp el a  g rea t m y stery  to  so u ls, a n d  th e red em p tio n
o f so u ls a  p recio u s a n d  w o n d erfu l w o rk , if it w ere co n sid ered ! W o u ld  n o t
so u ls sta n d  a t th is a n ch o r im m o v a b le in  tem p ta tio n , if th eir fa ith  w ere
p itch ed  o n  th is su re fo u n d a tio n , a n d  th eir h o p e ca st u p o n  th is so lid
g ro u n d ! O  k n o w  y o u r R ed eem er is stro n g  a n d  m ig h ty , a n d  n o n e ca n
p lu ck  y o u  o u t o f h is h a n d , a n d  h im self w ill ca st n o n e o u t th a t co m es! If
th e m u ltitu d e o f y o u  b eliev ed  th is, y o u  w o u ld  n o t m a k e so  little a cco u n t o f
th e g o sp el th a t co m es to  y o u , a n d  m a k e so  little o f y o u r sin s w h ich
b eh o v ed  to  b e ta k en  a w a y  b y  th e b lo o d  o f G o d , a n d  co u ld  b e ex p ia ted  b y
n o  o th er p ro p itia tio n ; y o u  w o u ld  n o t th in k  it so  ea sy  to  sa tisfy  G o d  w ith
so m e w o rd s o f cu sto m , a n d  so m e p u b lic serv ices o f fo rm , a s y o u  d o ; y o u
w o u ld  n o t fo r a ll th e w o rld  d ea l w ith  G o d  a lo n e w ith o u t th is M ed ia to r.
A n d  b ein g  co n v in ced  o f sin , if y o u  b eliev e th is so lid ly , th a t h e in  w h o m
fo rg iv en ess o f sin  a n d  sa lv a tio n  is p rea ch ed  is th e sa m e L o rd  G o d  w h o m
y o u  h ea r in  th e O ld  T esta m en t, w h o  g a v e o u t th e la w , a n d  in sp ired  th e
p ro p h ets,ð th e O n ly  B eg o tten  o f th e F a th er, in  a  w a y  in fin itely  rem o v ed



fro m  a ll crea ted  ca p a cities,ð y o u  co u ld  n o t b u t fin d  th e F a th er w ell-
sa tisfied  in  h im , a n d  fin d  a  su fficien t ra n so m  in  h is d ea th  a n d  d o in g s to
p a cify  G o d , a n d  to  settle y o u r co n scien ces.

B u t a s th e th in g  testified  is a  m a tter o f g rea t co n so la tio n , so  th e w itn esses
testify in g  to  th is fu n d a m en ta l o f o u r relig io n  m a y  b e a  g ro u n d  o f g rea t
en co u ra g em en t to  d isco u ra g ed  so u ls. It is o rd in a ry , th a t th e
a p p reh en sio n s o f C h ristia n s ta k e u p  J esu s C h rist a s v ery  lo v ely , a n d  m o re
lo v in g  th a n  a n y  o f th e p erso n s o f th e G o d h ea d , eith er th e F a th er o r th e
H o ly  G h o st. T h ere a re so m e th o u g h ts o f estra n g ed n ess a n d  d ista n ce o f
th e F a th er, a s if th e S o n  d id  rea lly  reco n cile a n d  g a in  h im  to  lo v e u s, w h o
b efo re h a ted  u s; a n d  u p o n  th is m ista k e, th e so u l is filled  w ith  co n tin u a l
jea lo u sies a n d  su sp icio n s o f th e lo v e o f G o d . B u t o b serv e, I b eseech  y o u ,
th e F a th er, th e S o n , a n d  th e H o ly  G h o st, a ll o f th em  first a g reein g  in  o n e
testim o n y . T h e F a th er d ecla res fro m  h ea v en  th a t h e is a b u n d a n tly  w ell-
p lea sed  w ith  h is S o n , n o t o n ly  b eca u se h e is h is S o n , b u t ev en  in  th e
u n d erta k in g  a n d  p erfo rm in g  o f th a t w o rk  o f red em p tio n  o f sin n ers. It is
th erefo re h is m o st serio u s in v ita tio n  a n d  p erem p to ry  co m m a n d  to  a ll to
h ea r h im , a n d  b eliev e in  h im , M a t. 3 .17 ; 1 J o h n  3 .2 3 . N a y , if w e sp ea k
m o re p ro p erly , o u r sa lv a tio n  is n o t th e b u sin ess o f C h rist a lo n e, a s w e
im a g in e it, b u t th e w h o le G o d h ea d  is in terested  in  it d eep ly , a n d  so
d eep ly , th a t y o u  ca n n o t sa y  w h o  lo v es it m o st o r lik es it m o st. T h e F a th er
is th e v ery  fo u n ta in  o f it, h is lo v e is th e sp rin g  o f a llð 'G o d  so  lo v ed  th e
w o rld , th a t h e g a v e h is o n ly -b eg o tten  S o n .' C h rist h a th  n o t p u rch a sed  th a t
etern a l lo v e to  u s, b u t is ra th er th e g ift, th e free g ift o f etern a l lo v e. A n d
th erefo re, a s w e h a v e th e S o n  d elig h tin g  a m o n g  th e so n s o f m en , P ro v .
8 .3 1; a n d  d elig h tin g  to  b e em p lo y ed  a n d  to  d o  h is w ill, P sa lm  4 0 .8 ; so  w e
h a v e th e F a th er d elig h tin g  to  sen d  h is S o n , a n d  ta k in g  p lea su re in
in stru ctin g  h im  a n d  fu rn ish in g  h im  fo r it, Isa . 4 2 .1. A n d  th erefo re C h rist
o ften  p ro fessed  th a t h e w a s n o t a b o u t h is o w n  w o rk , b u t th e F a th er's
w o rk  w h o  sen t h im ; a n d  th a t it w a s n o t h is o w n  w ill, b u t h is F a th er's, h e
w a s fu lfillin g . T h erefo re w e sh o u ld  n o t lo o k  u p o n  th e h ea d -sp rin g  o f o u r
sa lv a tio n  in  th e S o n , b u t ra th er a scen d  u p  to  th e F a th er, w h o se lo v e a n d
w isd o m  d id  fra m e a ll th is. A n d  th u s w e m a y  b e co n fid en t to  co m e to  th e
F a th er in  th e S o n , k n o w in g  th a t it w a s th e lo v e o f th e F a th er th a t sen t th e
S o n , th o u g h  in d eed  w e m u st co m e to  h im  o n ly  in  th e S o n , in  th e n a m e o f
C h rist, a n d  fa ith  o f a ccep ta tio n  th ro u g h  a  M ed ia to r; n o t b eca u se th e



M ed ia to r p u rch a seth  h is g o o d -w ill, b u t b eca u se h is lo v e a n d  g o o d -w ill
o n ly  v en ts in  h is b elo v ed  S o n  C h rist; a n d  th erefo re h e w ill n o t b e k n o w n
o r w o rsh ip p ed  b u t in  h im , in  w h o m  h e is n ea r sin n ers, a n d  reco n cilin g
th e w o rld  to  h im self. A n d  th en  th e H o ly  G h o st co n cu rs in  th is testim o n y ;
a n d  a s th e S o n  h a d  th e w o rk  o f p u rch a sin g  rig h ts a n d  in terests to  g ra ce
a n d  g lo ry , so  th e g rea t w o rk  o f a p p ly in g  a ll th ese p riv ileg es to  sa in ts, a n d
m a k in g  th em  a ctu a lly  p a rta k ers o f th e b lessin g s o f C h rist's d ea th , is
co m m itted  in  a  sp ecia l w a y  to  th e H o ly  G h o st, 'I w ill sen d  th e C o m fo rter,'
& c. S o  th en  F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st, a ll a g ree in  o n e, th a t J esu s
C h rist is a  su re refu g e fo r sin n ers,ð a  p la n k  fo r sh ip -b ro k en  m en ,ð a  firm
a n d  su re fo u n d a tio n  to  b u ild  ev erla stin g  h o p es u p o n . T h ere is n o  p a rty
d issen tin g  in  a ll th e g o sp el T h e b u sin ess o f th e sa lv a tio n  o f lo st so u ls is
co n clu d ed  in  th is h o ly  co u n cil o f th e T rin ity  w ith  o n e v o ice. A s a t first, a ll
o f th em  a g reed  to  m a k e m a n ,ð 'let u s m a k e m a n :' so  a g a in , th ey  a g ree to
m a k e h im  a g a in , to  resto re h im  to  life in  th e seco n d  A d a m . W h o ev er th o u
b e th a t w o u ld st flee to  G o d  fo r m ercy , d o  it in  co n fid en ce. T h e F a th er, th e
S o n , a n d  th e H o ly  G h o st, a re rea d y  to  w elco m e th ee,ð a ll o f o n e m in d  to
sh u t o u t n o n e, to  ca st o u t n o n e. B u t to  sp ea k  p ro p erly , it is b u t o n e lo v e,
o n e w ill, o n e co u n sel, a n d  p u rp o se in  th e F a th er, S o n , a n d  S p irit, fo r
'th ese T h ree a re O n e;' a n d  n o t o n ly  a g ree in  O n e, th ey  a re O n e; a n d  w h a t
o n e lo v es o r p u rp o ses, a ll lo v e a n d  p u rp o se. I w o u ld  co n clu d e th is m a tter
w ith  a  w o rd  o f d irectio n  h o w  to  w o rsh ip  G o d , w h ich  I ca n n o t ex p ress in
fitter term s th a n  th ese o f N a zia n zen : "I ca n n o t th in k  u p o n  o n e, b u t b y
a n d  b y  I a m  co m p a ssed  a b o u t w ith  th e b rig h tn ess o f th ree; a n d  I ca n n o t
d istin g u ish  th ree, b u t I a m  su d d en ly  d riv en  b a ck  u n to  o n e." T h ere is g rea t
ig n o ra n ce a n d  m ista k e o f th is ev en  a m o n g  th e b est C h ristia n s. T h e
g ro sser so rt, w h en  th ey  h ea r o f o n e G o d  o n ly , th in k  C h rist b u t so m e
em in en t m a n , a n d  so  d irect th eir p ra y ers to  G o d  o n ly , ex clu d in g  th e S o n
a n d  H o ly  G h o st; o r w h en  th ey  h ea r o f th ree p erso n s,ð th e F a th er, S o n ,
a n d  H o ly  G h o st,ð th ey  stra ig h tw a y  d iv id e th eir w o rsh ip , a n d  im a g in e a
trin ity  o f g o d s. A n d  I fea r, th o se o f u s w h o  k n o w  m o st, u se n o t to  w o rsh ip
G o d  a s h e h a th  rev ea led  h im self,ð F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st, a n d  y et
o n e G o d . O u r m in d s a re red u ced  to  su ch  a  sim p le u n ity  a s w e th in k  u p o n
o n e o f th em  a lo n e; o r else d istra cted  a n d  d iv id ed  in to  su ch  a  p lu ra lity ,
th a t w e w o rsh ip  in  a  m a n n er th ree g o d s in stea d  o f o n e. It is a  g rea t
m y stery  to  k eep  th e rig h t m id d le w a y . L ea rn , I b eseech  y o u , so  to
co n ceiv e o f G o d , a n d  so  to  a ck n o w led g e h im , a n d  p ra y  to  h im , a s y o u  m a y



d o  it in  th e n a m e o f J esu s C h rist, th a t a ll th e p erso n s m a y  h a v e eq u a l
h o n o u r, a n d  a ll o f th em  o n e h o n o u r; th a t w h ile y o u  co n sid er o n e G o d ,
y o u  m a y  a d o re th a t sa cred  a n d  b lessed  T rin ity , a n d  w h ile y o u  w o rsh ip
th a t H o ly  T rin ity , y o u  m a y  stra ig h tw a y  h e red u ced  to  a n  u n ity . T o  th is
w o n d erfu l a n d  h o ly  O n e, F a th er, S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o st, b e a ll p ra ise a n d
g lo ry .

L E C T U R E  X IV . 
O F  T H E  D E C R E E S  O F  G O D .

E P H . 1.1." W ho w orketh all things after the counsel of his ow n w ill."

J O B  2 3 .13 . "H e is in one m ind, and w ho can turn him ? and w hat his soul
desireth, even that he doeth."

H a v in g  sp o k en  so m eth in g  b efo re o f G o d , in  h is n a tu re a n d  b ein g  a n d
p ro p erties, w e co m e, in  th e n ex t p la ce, to  co n sid er h is g lo rio u s m a jesty ,
a s h e sta n d s in  so m e n ea rer rela tio n  to  h is crea tu res, th e w o rk  o f h is
h a n d s. F o r w e m u st co n ceiv e th e first rise o f a ll th in g s in  th e w o rld  to  b e
in  th is self-b ein g ; th e first co n cep tio n  o f th em  to  b e in  th e w o m b  o f G o d 's
ev erla stin g  p u rp o se a n d  d ecree; w h ich , in  d u e tim e, a cco rd in g  to  h is
a p p o in tm en t, b rin g s fo rth  th e ch ild  o f th e crea tu re to  th e lig h t o f a ctu a l
ex isten ce a n d  b ein g . It is certa in  th a t h is m a jesty  m ig h t h a v e en d u red  fo r
ev er, a n d  p o ssessed  h im self w ith o u t a n y  o f th ese th in g s. If h e h a d  n ev er
reso lv ed  to  crea te a n y  th in g  w ith o u t h im self, h e h a d  b een  b lessed  th en , a s
n o w , b eca u se o f h is fu ll a n d  a b so lu te self-su fficien t p erfectio n . H is
p u rp o sin g  to  m a k e a  w o rld , a n d  h is d o in g  o f it, a d d s n o th in g  to  h is
in w a rd  b lessed n ess a n d  co n ten tm en t. T h is g lo rio u s a n d  h o ly  O n e
en clo ses w ith in  h is o w n  b ein g  a ll im a g in a b le p erfectio n s, in  a n  in fin ite
a n d  tra n scen d en t m a n n er; th a t if y o u  rem o v e a ll crea ted  o n es, y o u
d im in ish  n o th in g ; if y o u  a d d  th em  a ll, y o u  in crea se n o th in g . T h erefo re it
w a s in  th e su p era b u n d a n ce o f h is p erfectio n , th a t h e reso lv ed  to  sh o w  h is
g lo ry  th u s in  th e w o rld . It is th e crea tu re's in d ig en ce a n d  lim ited
co n d itio n  w h ich  m a k eth  it n eed fu l to  g o  w ith o u t its o w n  co m p a ss, fo r th e
h a p p in ess o f its o w n  b ein g . M a n  ca n n o t b e h a p p y  in  lo v in g  h im self. H e is
n o t sa tisfied  w ith  h is o w n  in trin sic p erfectio n s, b u t h e m u st d iffu se
h im self b y  h is a ffectio n s a n d  d esires a n d  en d ea v o u rs, a n d , a s it w ere,



w a lk s a b ro a d  u p o n  th ese leg s, to  fetch  in  so m e su p p ly  fro m  th e crea tu re
o r C rea to r. T h e crea tu re is co n stra in ed  o u t o f so m e n ecessity  th u s to  g o
o u t o f itself, w h ich  sp ea k s m u ch  in d ig en ce a n d  w a n t w ith in  itself. B u t it is
n o t so  w ith  h is m a jesty . H is o w n  g lo rio u s B ein g  co n ten ts h im ; h is
h a p p in ess is to  k n o w  th a t, a n d  d elig h t in  it, b eca u se it co m p reh en d s in
itself a ll th a t is a t a ll p o ssib le, in  th e m o st ex cellen t a n d  p erfect m a n n er
th a t is co n ceiv a b le, - n a y , in fin itely  b ey o n d  w h a t ca n  b e co n ceiv ed  b y  a n y
b u t h im self. S o  h e n eed s n o t g o  w ith o u t h im self to  seek  lo v e o r d elig h t,
fo r it is a ll w ith in  h im , a n d  it ca n n o t b e w ith o u t h is o w n  B ein g , u n less it
flo w  fro m  w ith in  h im . T h erefo re y e m a y  fin d  in  S crip tu re w h a t
co m p la cen cy  G o d  h a th  in  h im self, a n d  th e F a th er in  th e S o n , a n d  th e S o n
in  th e F a th er. W e fin d , P ro v . v iii., h o w  th e w isd o m  o f G o d , o u r L o rd
J esu s, w a s th e F a th er's d elig h t fro m  a ll etern ity , a n d  th e F a th er a g a in  h is
d elig h t; fo r h e rejo iced  a lw a y s b efo re h im , v er. 3 0 . A n d  th is w a s a n  a ll-
su fficien t p o ssessio n  th a t o n e h a d  o f a n o th er, v er. 2 2 . T h e lo v e b etw een
th e F a th er a n d  th e S o n  is h o ld en  o u t a s th e first p a ttern  o f a ll lo v es a n d
d elig h ts, J o h n  x v ii. 2 3 , 2 4 . T h is th en  flo w s fro m  th e in fin ite ex cess o f
p erfectio n  a n d  ex u n d a tio n  o f self-b ein g , th a t h is m a jesty  is p lea sed  to
co m e w ith o u t h im self, to  m a n ifest h is o w n  g lo ry  in  th e w o rk s o f h is
h a n d s, to  d ecree a n d  a p p o in t o th er th in g s b esid e h im self, a n d  to  ex ecu te
th a t d ecree. W e m a y  co n sid er in  th ese w o rd s so m e p a rticu la rs fo r o u r
ed ifica tio n :

I. T h a t th e L o rd  h a th  fro m  etern ity  p u rp o sed  w ith in  h im self a n d  d ecreed
to  m a n ifest h is o w n  g lo ry  in  th e m a k in g  a n d  ru lin g  o f th e w o rld ; th a t
th ere is a  co u n sel a n d  p u rp o se o f h is w ill w h ich  rea ch es a ll th in g s, w h ich
h a v e b een , a re n o w , o r a re to  b e a fter th is. T h is is clea r, fo r h e w o rk s a ll
th in g s "a cco rd in g  to  th e co u n sel o f h is o w n  w ill."

II. T h a t h is m in d  a n d  p u rp o se is o n e m in d , o n e co u n sel. I m ea n  n o t o n ly
o n e fo r ev er, th a t is, p erp etu a l a n d  u n ch a n g ea b le, a s th e w o rd s sp ea k , -
b u t a lso  o n e fo r a ll, th a t is, w ith  o n e sim p le a ct o r reso lu tio n  o f h is h o ly
w ill h e h a th  d eterm in ed  a ll th ese sev era l th in g s, a ll th eir tim es, th eir
co n d itio n s, th eir circu m sta n ces.

III. T h a t w h a tso ev er h e h a th  fro m  a ll etern ity  p u rp o sed , h e in  tim e
p ra ctiseth  it, a n d  co m es to  ex ecu tio n  a n d  w o rk in g ; so  th a t th ere is a n
ex a ct co rresp o n d en ce b etw ix t h is w ill a n d  h is w o rk , h is m in d  a n d  h is



h a n d . H e w o rk s a cco rd in g  to  th e co u n sel o f h is w ill, a n d  w h a tso ev er h is
so u l d esireth  th a t h e d o eth .

IV . T h a t h is p u rp o se a n d  p erfo rm a n ce is in fa llib le, - irresistib le b y  a n y
crea ted  p o w er. H im self w ill n o t ch a n g e it, fo r 'h e is in  o n e m in d ;' a n d
n o n e else ca n  h in d er it, fo r 'w h o  ca n  tu rn  h im ?' H e d esireth  a n d  h e d o eth
it, a s in  th e o rig in a l. T h ere is n o th in g  in terv en es b etw een  th e d esire a n d
th e d o in g , th a t ca n  h in d er th e m eetin g  o f th ese tw o .

T h e first is th e co n sta n t d o ctrin e o f th e H o ly  S crip tu res, o f w h ich  y e
sh o u ld  co n sid er fo u r th in g s: 1st, T h a t h is p u rp o se a n d  d ecree is m o st
w ise. T h erefo re P a u l cries o u t u p o n  su ch  a  su b ject, 'O  th e d ep th  o f th e
rich es b o th  o f th e w isd o m  a n d  k n o w led g e o f G o d !' R o m . x i. 3 3 . H is w ill is
a lw a y s o n e w ith  w isd o m ; th erefo re y o u  h a v e th e p u rp o se o f h is w ill
m en tio n ed  th u s, 'th e co u n sel o f h is w ill;' fo r h is w ill, a s it w ere, ta k es
co u n sel a n d  a d v ice o f w isd o m , a n d  d iscern s a cco rd in g  to  th e d ep th  a n d
rich es o f h is k n o w led g e a n d  u n d ersta n d in g . W e see a m o n g  m en  th ese a re
sep a ra ted  o ften , a n d  th ere is n o th in g  in  th e w o rld  so  d iso rd erly , so  u n ru ly
a n d  u n co m ely , a s w h en  w ill is d iv id ed  fro m  w isd o m . W h en  m en  fo llo w
th eir o w n  w ill a n d  lu sts a s a  la w , a g a in st th eir co n scien ce, th a t is
m o n stro u s. T h e u n d ersta n d in g  a n d  rea so n  a re th e ey es o f th e w ill; if
th ese b e p u t o u t, o r if a  m a n  lea v e th em  b eh in d  h im , h e ca n n o t b u t fa ll
in to  a  p it. B u t th e p u rp o ses o f G o d 's w ill a re d ep th s o f w isd o m , n a y , h is
v ery  w ill is a  su fficien t ru le a n d  la w ; so  th a t it m a y  b e w ell u sed  o f h im ,
Stat pro ratione voluntas, R o m  ix . 11-18 . If w e co n sid er th e g lo rio u s
fa b ric o f th e w o rld , - th e o rd er esta b lish ed  in  it, - th e sw eet h a rm o n y  it
k eep eth  in  a ll its m o tio n s a n d  su ccessio n s, - O  it m u st b e a  w ise m in d  a n d
co u n sel th a t co n triv ed  it! M a n  n o w  h a v in g  th e id ea  o f th is w o rld  in  h is
m in d , m ig h t fa n cy  a n d  im a g in e m a n y  o th er w o rld s b ea rin g  so m e
p ro p o rtio n  a n d  resem b la n ce to  th is. B u t if h e h a d  n ev er seen  n o r k n o w n
th is w o rld , h e co u ld  n ev er h a v e im a g in ed  th e th o u sa n d th  p a rt o f th is
w o rld ; h e co u ld  in  n o w ise h a v e fo rm ed  a n  im a g e in  h is m in d  o f a ll th o se
d ifferen t k in d s o f crea tu res. C rea tu res m u st h a v e so m e ex a m p le a n d  co p y
to  lo o k  to ; b u t w h a t w a s h is p a ttern ? 'W h o  h a th  b een  h is co u n selo r' to
tea ch  h im ? R o m . x i. 3 4 .. W h o  g a v e h im  th e first ru d im en ts o r p rin cip les
o f th a t a rt? S u rely  n o n e. H e h a d  n o  p a ttern  g iv en  h im , - n o t th e lea st id ea
o f a n y  o f th ese th in g s fu rn ish ed  h im , - b u t it is a b so lu tely  a n d  so lely  h is



o w n  w ise co n triv a n ce. - 2 d , T h is p u rp o se o f G o d  is m o st free a n d
a b so lu te; th ere is n o  ca u se, n o  rea so n , w h y  h e h a th  th u s d isp o sed  a ll
th in g s, a n d  n o t o th erw ise, a s h e m ig h t h a v e d o n e, b u t h is o w n  g o o d  w ill
a n d  p lea su re. If it b e so  in  a  m a tter o f d eep est co n cern m en t, (R o m  ix . 18 .)
it m u st b e so  a lso  in  a ll o th er th in g s. W e m a y  fin d , in d eed , m a n y  in ferio r
ca u ses, - m a n y  p ecu lia r rea so n s fo r su ch  a n d  su ch  a  w a y  o f
a d m in istra tio n , - m a n y  en d s a n d  u ses fo r w h ich  th ey  serv e, - fo r th ere is
n o th in g  th a t h is m a jesty  h a th  a p p o in ted  b u t it is fo r so m e u se a n d  rea so n ,
- y et w e m u st rise a b o v e a ll th ese, a n d  a scen d  in to  th e to w er o f h is m o st
h ig h  w ill a n d  p lea su re, w h ich  is fo u n d ed  o n  a  d ep th  o f w isd o m ; a n d  fro m
th en ce w e sh a ll b eh o ld  a ll th e o rd er, a d m in istra tio n , a n d  u se o f th e
crea tu res to  d ep en d . A n d  h erein  is a  g rea t d ifferen ce b etw een  h is
m a jesty 's p u rp o se a n d  o u rs. Y o u  k n o w  th ere is still so m eth in g  p resen ted
u n d er th e n o tio n  o f g o o d  a n d  co n v en ien t, th a t m o v es o u r w ill, a n d
in clin es u s fo r its o w n  g o o d n ess to  seek  a fter it, a n d  so  to  fa ll u p o n  th e
m ea n s to  co m p a ss it. T h erefo re, th e en d  w h ich  w e p ro p o se to  o u rselv es
h a th  its in flu en ce u p o n  o u r p u rp o ses, a n d  p lea su res th em ; so  th a t fro m  it
th e m o tio n  seem s to  p ro ceed  first, a n d  n o t so  m u ch  fro m  w ith in ; b u t
th ere is n o  crea ted  th in g  ca n  th u s d eterm in e h is m a jesty . H im self, h is
o w n  g lo ry , is th e g rea t en d  w h ich  h e lo v es fo r itself, a n d  fo r w h ich  h e
lo v es o th er th in g s. B u t a m o n g  o th er th in g s, th o u g h  th ere b e m a n y  o f
th em  o rd a in ed  o n e fo r a n o th er's u se, y et h is w ill a n d  p lea su re is th e
o rig in a l o f th a t o rd er. H e d o th  n o t fin d  it, b u t m a k es it. Y o u  see a ll th e
crea tu res b elo w  a re a p p o in ted  fo r m a n , a s th eir im m ed ia te a n d  n ex t en d ,
fo r h is u se a n d  serv ice. B u t w a s it m a n 's g o o d n ess a n d  p erfectio n  w h ich
d id  m o v e a n d  in clin e h is m a jesty  to  th is a p p o in tm en t? N o , in d eed ! b u t o f
h is o w n  g o o d  w ill h e m a k es su ch  th in g s serv e m a n , th a t a ll o f th em
to g eth er m a y  b e fo r h is o w n  g lo ry . - 3 d , T h e L o rd 's d ecree is th e first rise
o f a ll th in g s th a t a re, o r h a v e b een , o r a re to  co m e. T h is is th e first
o rig in a l o f th em  a ll, to  w h ich  th ey  m u st b e red u ced  a s th eir sp rin g  a n d
fo u n ta in . A ll o f y o u  m a y  u n d ersta n d  th a t th ere a re m a n y  th in g s p o ssib le,
w h ich  y et a ctu a lly  w ill n ev er b e. T h e L o rd 's p o w er a n d  o m n ip o ten cy  is o f
a  fu rth er ex ten t th a n  h is d ecree a n d  p u rp o se. H is p o w er is n a tu ra l a n d
essen tia l to  h is b ein g ; h is d ecree is o f ch o ice, a n d  v o lu n ta ry . T h e F a th er
co u ld  h a v e sen t a  leg io n  o f a n g els to  h a v e d eliv ered  h is S o n ; th e S o n  co u ld
h a v e a sk ed  th em , b u t n eith er o f th em  w o u ld  d o  it, M a tt. x x v i. 5 3 . T h e
L o rd  co u ld  h a v e ra ised  u p  ch ild ren  to  A b ra h a m  o u t o f sto n es, b u t h e



w o u ld  n o t, M a tt. iii. 9 . H is p o w er th en  co m p reh en d s w ith in  its rea ch  a ll
p o ssib le th in g s w h ich  d o  n o t in  th eir o w n  n a tu re a n d  p ro p er co n cep tio n
im p ly  a  co n tra d ictio n ; so  th a t in fin ite w o rld s o f crea tu res m o re p erfect
th a n  th is, - n u m b ers o f a n g els a n d  m en  a b o v e th ese, - a n d  crea tu res in
g lo ry  su rp a ssin g  th em  a g a in , - a re w ith in  th e co m p a ss o f th e b o u n d less
p o w er a n d  o m n ip o ten cy  o f G o d . B u t y et fo r a ll th is it m ig h t h a v e fa llen
o u t th a t n o th in g  sh o u ld  a ctu a lly  a n d  rea lly  h a v e b een , u n less h is m a jesty
h a d  o f h is o w n  free w ill d ecreed  w h a t is, o r h a th  b een , o r is to  b e. H is w ill
d eterm in es h is p o w er, a n d , a s it w ere, p u ts it in  th e n ea rest ca p a city  to  a ct
a n d  ex ercise itself. H ere, th en , w e m u st lo o k  fo r th e first b eg in n in g  o f a ll
th in g s th a t a re. T h ey  a re co n ceiv ed  in  th e w o m b  o f th e L o rd 's ev erla stin g
p u rp o se, a s h e sp ea k s, Z ep h . ii. 2 . T h e d ecree is, a s it w ere, w ith  ch ild  o f
b ein g s, Isa . x liv . 7 . It is G o d 's ro y a l p rero g a tiv e to  a p p o in t th in g s to  co m e,
a n d  n o n e ca n  sh a re w ith  h im  in  it. F ro m  w h en ce is it, I p ra y  y o u , th a t o f
so  m a n y  w o rld s w h ich  h is p o w er co u ld  h a v e fra m ed , th is o n e is b ro u g h t
to  lig h t? Is it n o t b eca u se th is o n e w a s fo rm ed , a s it w ere, in  th e b elly  o f
h is etern a l co u n sel a n d  w ill? F ro m  w h en ce is it th a t so  m a n y  m en  a re,
a n d  n o  m o re - th a t o u r L o rd  J esu s w a s sla in , w h en  th e p o w er o f G o d
m ig h t h a v e k ep t h im  a liv e, - th a t th o se m en , J u d a s, & c. w ere th e d o ers o f
it, w h en  o th ers m ig h t h a v e d o n e it? F ro m  w h en ce a re a ll th o se a ctio n s,
g o o d  o r ev il, u n d er th e su n , w h ich  h e m ig h t h a v e p rev en ted , b u t fro m  h is
g o o d  w ill a n d  p lea su re, fro m  h is d eterm in a te co u n sel? A cts iv . 2 8 . C a n
y o u  fin d  th e o rig in a l o f th ese in  th e crea tu re, w h y  it is th u s, a n d  w h y  n o t
o th erw ise? C a n  y o u  co n ceiv e w h y , o f a ll th e in fin ite n u m b ers o f p o ssib le
b ein g s th ese a re, a n d  n o  o th er? A n d , w h a t h a th  tra n sla ted  th a t n u m b er o f
crea tu res, w h ich  is, fro m  th e sta te o f p u re p o ssib ility  to  fu tu ritio n  o r
a ctu a l b ein g , b u t th e d ecisiv e v o te o f G o d 's ev erla stin g  p u rp o se a n d
co u n sel? T h erefo re w e sh o u ld  a lw a y s co n ceiv e, th a t th e crea tu res, a n d  a ll
th eir a ctio n s, w h ich  h a v e, o r w ill h a v e a n y  b ein g  in  th e w o rld , h a v e first
h a d  a  b ein g  in  th e w o m b  o f G o d 's etern a l co u n sel, a n d  th a t h is w ill a n d
p lea su re h a th  p a ssed  u p o n  a ll th in g s th a t a re a n d  a re n o t. H is co u n sel h a s
co n clu d ed  o f th in g s th a t h a v e b een , o r w ill b e, th a t th u s th ey  sh a ll b e; a n d
h is co u n sel d eterm in ed  o f a ll o th er th in g s w h ich  a re a lso  p o ssib le, th a t
th ey  sh a ll n ev er co m e fo rth  in to  th e lig h t o f th e w o rld , b u t rem a in  in  th e
d a rk  b o w els o f o m n ip o ten cy , th a t so  w e m a y  g iv e h im  th e g lo ry  o f a ll
th in g s th a t a re n o t, a n d  th a t a re a t a ll. - T h en , 4 th . W e sh o u ld  co n sid er
th e ex ten t o f h is d ecree a n d  co u n sel; it is p a ssed  u p o n  a ll th in g s; it is



u n iv ersa l, rea ch in g  ev ery  b ein g  o r a ctio n  o f th e u n iv erse. T h is is th e stra in
o f th e w h o le S crip tu re. H e d id  n o t, a s so m e d rea m , o n ce crea te th e
crea tu res in  a  g o o d  sta te, a n d  p u t th em  in  ca p a city  h en cefo rth  to  p reserv e
th em  selv es, o r ex ercise th eir o w n  v irtu e a n d  p o w er, w ith o u t d ep en d en ce
o n  H im , a s a n  a rtificer m a k es a n  h o ro lo g e, a n d  o rd ers it in  a ll th in g s, th a t
it m a y  d o  its b u sin ess w ith o u t h im . H e is n o t o n ly  a  g en era l o rig in a l o f
a ctio n  a n d  m o tio n , a s if h e w o u ld  co m m a n d  a  riv er to  flo w b y  h is
a p p o in ted  ch a n n els; a s if h e d id  o n ly  w o rk , a n d  ru le th e w o rld  b y
a tto rn ey s a n d  a m b a ssa d o rs. T h a t is th e w ea k n ess a n d  in firm ity  o f ea rth ly
k in g s, th a t th ey  m u st su b stitu te d ep u ties fo r th em selv es. B u t th is K in g
a p p o in ts a ll im m ed ia tely , a n d  d isp o ses u p o n  a ll th e p a rticu la r a ctio n s o f
h is crea tu res, g o o d  o r ev il; a n d  so  h e is u n iv ersa l a b so lu te L o rd  o f th e
crea tu re, o f its b ein g  a n d  d o in g . It w ere a  lo n g  w o rk  to  reh ea rse w h a t th e
S crip tu re sp ea k s o f th is k in d ; b u t O ! th a t y e w o u ld  rea d  th em  o ften er, a n d
p o n d er th em  b etter, h o w  th ere is n o th in g  in  th is w o rld , - w h ich  m a y  seem
to  fa ll o u t b y  ch a n ce to  y o u , th a t y o u  k n o w  n o t h o w  it is to  co m e to  p a ss,
a n d  ca n  see n o  ca u se n o r rea so n  o f it, - b u t it fa lls o u t b y  th e h o ly  w ill o f
o u r b lessed  F a th er. B e it o f g rea ter o r less m o m en t, - o r b e it a  h a ir o f th y
h ea d  fa llen , o r th y  h ea d  cu t o ff, - th e m o st ca su a l a n d  co n tin g en t th in g , -
th o u g h  it su rp rised  th e w h o le w o rld  o f m en  a n d  a n g els, th a t th ey  sh o u ld
w o n d er fro m  w h en ce it d id  p ro ceed , - it is n o  su rp risa l to  h im , fo r h e n o t
o n ly  k n ew  it, b u t a p p o in ted  it. T h e m o st certa in  a n d  n ecessa ry  th in g ,
a cco rd in g  to  th e co u rse o f n a tu re, it h a th  n o  certa in ty  b u t fro m  h is
a p p o in tm en t, w h o  h a th  esta b lish ed  su ch  a  co u rse in  th e crea tu res, a n d
w h ich  h e ca n  su sp en d  w h en  h e p lea seth . B e it th e sin  o f m en  a n d  d ev ils,
w h ich  seem s m o st o p p o site to  h is h o lin ess, y et ev en  th a t ca n n o t a p p ea r in
th e w o rld  o f b ein g s, if it w ere n o t, in  a  h o ly , rig h teo u s, a n d  p erm issiv e
w a y , first co n ceiv ed  in  th e w o m b  o f h is etern a l co u n sel, a n d  if it w ere n o t
d eterm in ed  b y  h im , fo r h o ly  a n d  ju st en d s, A cts iv . 2 8 .

T h e seco n d  th in g  p ro p o u n d ed  is, th a t h is m in d  a n d  co u n sel is o n e; o n e
a n d  th e sa m e, 'y esterd a y , to -d a y , a n d  fo r ev er.' T h erefo re th e a p o stle
sp ea k s o f G o d , th a t th ere is n o  sh a d o w  o f ch a n g e o r tu rn in g  in  h im ,
J a m es i. 17 . H e is n o t a  m a n  th a t h e sh o u ld  lie, n eith er th e so n  o f m a n
th a t h e sh o u ld  rep en t: h a th  h e sa id , a n d  sh a ll h e n o t d o  it?' N u m b . x x iii.
19 . A n d  sh a ll h e d ecree, a n d  n o t ex ecu te it? S h a ll h e p u rp o se, a n d  n o t
p erfo rm  it? 'I a m  th e L o rd , I ch a n g e n o t;' th a t is h is n a m e, M a l. iii. 6 . 'T h e



co u n sel o f th e L o rd  sta n d eth  fo r ev er, th e th o u g h ts o f h is h ea rt to  a ll
g en era tio n s,' P sa l. x x x iii. 1]. M en  ch a n g e th eir m in d  o ften er th a n  th eir
g a rm en ts. P o o r v a in  m a n , ev en  in  h is b est esta te, is ch a n g ea b len ess, a n d
v icissitu d e itself, a lto g eth er v a n ity ! A n d  th is a riseth , p a rtly  fro m  th e
im p erfectio n  o f h is u n d ersta n d in g , a n d  h is ig n o ra n ce, b eca u se h e d o es
n o t u n d ersta n d  w h a t m a y  fa ll o u t. T h ere a re m a n y  th in g s secret a n d
h id d en , w h ich  if h e d isco v ered , h e w o u ld  n o t b e o f th a t ju d g m en t; a n d
m a n y  th in g s m a y  fa ll o u t w h ich  m a y  g iv e g ro u n d  o f a n o th er reso lu tio n :
a n d  p a rtly  fro m  th e w ea k n ess a n d  p erv ersen ess o f h is w ill, th a t ca n n o t b e
co n sta n t in  a n y  g o o d  th in g , a n d  is n o t so  clo sely  u n ited  to  it, a s th a t n o
fea r o r terro r ca n  sep a ra te fro m  it. B u t th ere is n o  su ch  im p erfectio n  in
h im , n eith er ig n o ra n ce n o r w ea k n ess. 'A ll th in g s a re n a k ed ' b efo re h im ;
a ll th eir n a tu res, th eir circu m sta n ces, a ll ev en ts, a ll em erg en cies, k n o w n
to  h im  a re th ey , a n d  'a ll h is w o rk s fro m  th e b eg in n in g ,' a s p erfectly  a s in
th e en d . A n d  th erefo re h e m a y  co m e to  a  fix ed  reso lu tio n  fro m  a ll
etern ity ; a n d  b ein g  reso lv ed , h e ca n  see n o  rea so n  o f ch a n g e, b eca u se
th ere ca n  n o th in g  a p p ea r a fter, w h ich  h e d id  n o t p erfectly  d isco v er fro m
th e b eg in n in g . T h erefo re, w h en ev er y e rea d  in  th e S crip tu re o f th e L o rd 's
rep en tin g  - a s G en . v i. 7 . J er. x v iii. 8 . - y e sh o u ld  rem em b er th a t th e L o rd
sp ea k s in  o u r term s, a n d , lik e n u rses w ith  th eir ch ild ren , u ses o u r o w n
d ia lect, to  p o in t o u t to  u s o u r g rea t ig n o ra n ce o f h is m a jesty , th a t ca n n o t
co n ceiv e m o re h o n o u ra b ly  o f h im , n o r m o re d istin ctly  o f o u rselv es. W h en
h e ch a n g eth  a ll th in g s a b o u t h im , h e is n o t ch a n g ed , fo r a ll th ese ch a n g es
w ere a t o n ce in  h is m in d ; b u t w h en  h e ch a n g eth  h is o u tw a rd
d isp en sa tio n s, h e is sa id  to  rep en t o f w h a t h e is d o in g , b eca u se w e u se n o t
to  ch a n g e o u r m a n n er o f d ea lin g , w ith o u t so m e co n ceiv ed  g rief, o r
rep en ta n ce a n d  ch a n g e o f m in d . W h en  a  m a n  g o es to  b u ild  a  h o u se, h e
h a th  n o  m in d  b u t th a t it sh o u ld  co n tin u e so . H e h a th  n o t th e lea st
th o u g h t o f ta k in g  it d o w n  a g a in ; b u t a fterw a rd s it b eco m es ru in o u s, a n d
h is esta te en la rg es, a n d  th en  h e ta k es a  n ew  reso lu tio n , to  ca st it d o w n  to
th e g ro u n d  a n d  b u ild  a  b etter. T h u s it is w ith  m a n ; a cco rd in g  a s h e v a ries
h is w o rk , h e ch a n g es h is m in d . B u t it is n o t so  w ith  G o d . A ll th ese
ch a n g es o f h is w o rk s, - a ll th e su ccessio n s o f tim es, th e v a ria tio n  o f
d ea lin g s, th e a ltera tio n  o f d isp en sa tio n s in  a ll a g es, - w ere a t o n ce in  h is
m in d , a n d  a ll b efo re h im ; so  th a t h e n ev er g o es to  b u ild  a  h o u se b u t h e
h a th  in  h is o w n  m in d  a lrea d y  d eterm in ed  a ll th e ch a n g es it sh a ll b e
su b ject to . W h en  h e sets u p  a  th ro n e in  a  n a tio n , it is in  h is m in d  w ith in



su ch  a  p erio d  to  ca st it d o w n  a g a in ; w h en  h e lifts u p  m en  in  su ccess a n d
p ro sp erity , h e d o th  n o t a g a in  ch a n g e h is m in d  w h en  h e th ro w s th em
d o w n , fo r th a t w a s in  h is m in d  a lso ; so  th a t th ere is n o  su rp risa l o f h im  b y
a n y  u n ex p ected  em erg en ce. P o o r m a n  h a th  m a n y  co n su lta tio n s ere h e
co m e to  a  co n clu sio n ; b u t it is n o t th u s w ith  h is co u n sel. O f a ll th o se
stra n g e a n d  n ew  th in g s w h ich  fa ll o u t in  o u r d a y s, h e h a th  o n e th o u g h t o f
th em  a ll fro m  etern ity . 'H e is in  o n e m in d ,' a n d  n o n e o f a ll th ese th in g s
h a v e p u t h im  o ff h is etern a l m in d  o r p u t h im  to  a  n ew  a d v isem en t a b o u t
h is g rea t p ro jects. N o t o n ly  d o th  h e n o t ch a n g e h is m in d , b u t h is m in d
a n d  th o u g h t is o n e o f a ll, a n d  co n cern in g  a ll. O u r p o o r, n a rro w , a n d
lim ited  m in d s, m u st p a rt th eir th o u g h ts a m o n g  m a n y  B u sin esses, - o n e
th o u g h t fo r th is, a n o th er fo r th a t, a n d  o n e a fter a n o th er. B u t w ith  h im
th ere is n eith er su ccessio n  o f co u n sels a n d  p u rp o ses, n o r y et p lu ra lity ;
b u t, a s w ith  o n e o p en in g  o f h is ey e, h e b eh o ld s a ll th in g s a s th ey  a re, so
w ith  o n e in clin a tio n , o r n o d  o f h is w ill, h e h a th  g iv en  a  la w , a n d
a p p o in ted  a ll th in g s. If w e ca n  a t o n e in sta n t, a n d  o n e lo o k , see b o th  lig h t
a n d  co lo u rs, a n d  b o th  th e g la ss a n d  th e sh a d o w  in  it, a n d  w ith  o n e m o tio n
o f o u r w ills m o v e to w a rd s th e en d  a n d  th e m ea n s; O , h o w  m u ch  m o re
m a y  h e, w ith  o n e sim p le u n d iv id ed  a ct o f h is g o o d  w ill a n d  p lea su re, p a ss
a  d eterm in a tio n  o n  a ll th in g s, in  th eir tim es, a n d  o rd ers, a n d  in  h is o w n
in fin ite a n d  g lo rio u s B ein g  p erceiv e th em  a ll w ith  o n e lo o k ! H o w  m u ch
co n so la tio n  m ig h t red o u n d  fro m  th is to  b eliev in g  so u ls! H a th  th e L o rd
a p p o in ted  y o u  to  su ffer p ersecu tio n  a n d  trib u la tio n  h ere? H a th  h e ca rv ed
o u t su ch  a  lo t u n to  y o u  in  th is life? T h en  w ith a l co n sid er, th a t h is m a jesty
h a th  etern a l g lo ry  w ra p t u p  in  th e sa m e co u n sel fro m  w h ich  th y
a fflictio n s p ro ceed . H a th  h e m a d e th y  so u l to  m elt b efo re h im ? H a th  h e
co n v in ced  th ee, a n d  m a d e th ee to  flee u n to  th e city  fo r refu g e, a n d  ex p ect
sa lv a tio n  fro m  n o  o th er b u t h im self? T h en  k n o w , th a t life etern a l is in  th e
b o so m  o f th a t sa m e p u rp o se w h ich  g a v e th ee to  b eliev e th is; th o u g h  th e
o n e b e b o rn  b efo re th e o th er, y et th e d ecree sh a ll certa in ly  b rin g  fo rth  th e
o th er. A n d  fo r su ch  so u ls a s u p o n  th is v a in  p resu m p tio n  o f th e in fa llib ility
o f G o d 's p u rp o ses, th in k  it n eed less to  g iv e d ilig en ce in  relig io n , k n o w ,
th a t it is o n e m in d  a n d  p u rp o se th a t h a th  lin k ed  th e en d  a n d  th e m ea n s
to g eth er a s a  ch a in ; a n d  th erefo re, if th o u  ex p ectest to  b e sa v ed ,
a cco rd in g  to  electio n , th o u  m u st, a cco rd in g  to  th e sa m e co u n sel, m a k e
th y  ca llin g  h o m e fro m  sin  to  G o d  su re.



T h ird ly , W h a t th in g  so ev er h e h a th  p u rp o sed , h e in  d u e tim e a p p lies to
th e p erfo rm a n ce o f it, a n d  th en  th e co u n sel o f h is w ill b eco m es th e w o rk s
o f h is h a n d s, a n d  th ere is a n  a d m ira b le h a rm o n y  a n d  ex a ct a g reem en t
b etw een  th ese tw o . A ll th in g s co m e o u t o f th e w o m b  o f h is etern a l d ecree,
b y  th e w o rd  o f h is p o w er, ev en  ju st fa sh io n ed  a n d  fra m ed , a s th eir
lin ea m en ts a n d  d ra u g h ts w ere p ro p o rtio n ed  in  th e d ecree, n o th in g
fa ilin g , n o th in g  w a n tin g , n o th in g  ex ceed in g . T h ere is n o th in g  in  th e id ea
o f h is m in d  b u t it is ex p ressed  in  th e w o rk  o f h is h a n d s. T h ere a re n o  ra w
h a lf-w ish es in  G o d . M en  h a v e su ch  im p erfect d esires, - I w o u ld  h a v e, o r
d o , su ch  a  th in g  if it w ere n o t, & c. H e w a v ers n o t th u s in  su sp en se; b u t
w h a t h e w ills a n d  d esires, h e w ills a n d  d esires in d eed . H e in ten d s,
d o u b tless, it sh a ll b e, a n d  w h a t h e in ten d s h e w ill ex ecu te a n d  b rin g  to
p a ss; th erefo re h is w ill in  d u e tim e a p p lies a lm ig h ty  p o w er to  fu lfil th e
d esire o f it; a n d  a lm ig h ty  p o w er b ein g  p u t to  w o rk  b y  h is w ill, it ca n n o t
b u t w o rk  a ll th in g s 'a cco rd in g  to  th e co u n sel o f h is w ill;' a n d  w h a tso ev er
h is so u l d esireth , th a t h e ca n n o t b u t d o , ev en  a s h e d esires, seein g  h e ca n
d o  it. If h e w ill d o  it, a n d  ca n  d o  it, w h a t h in d ers h im  to  w o rk  a n d  d o ?
K n o w  th en  th a t h is co m m a n d s a n d  p recep ts to  y o u  sig n ify in g  w h a t is
y o u r d u ty , th ey  d o  n o t so  m u ch  sig n ify  w h a t h e d esires, o r in ten d s to
w o rk , o r h a v e d o n e, a s h is a p p ro b a tio n  o f su ch  a  th in g  in  itself to  b e y o u r
d u ty ; a n d  th erefo re th o u g h  h e h a v e rev ea led  h is w ill co n cern in g  o u r d u ty ,
th o u g h  n o  o b ed ien ce fo llo w , y et is n o t h is in ten tio n  fru stra ted  o r
d isa p p o in ted ; fo r h is co m m a n d s to  y o u  sa y  n o t w h a t is h is in ten tio n
a b o u t it, b u t w h a t is th a t w h ich  h e a p p ro v es a s g o o d , a n d  a  d u ty  o b lig in g
m en . B u t w h a tso ev er th in g  h e p u rp o ses a n d  in ten d s sh o u ld  b e, certa in ly
h e w ill d o  it, a n d  m a k e it to  b e d o n e. If it b e a  w o rk  o f h is o w n  p o w er
a lo n e, h im self w ill d o  it a lo n e. If h e req u ire th e co n cu rren ce o f crea tu res
to  it, - a s in  a ll th e w o rk s o f p ro v id en ce, - th en  h e w ill effectu a lly  a p p ly  th e
crea tu res to  h is w o rk , a n d  n o t w a it in  su sp en se o n  th eir d eterm in a tio n . If
h e h a v e a p p o in ted  su ch  a n  en d  to  b e a tta in ed  b y  su ch  m ea n s, - if h e h a v e
a  w o rk  to  d o  b y  su ch  in stru m en ts, - th en , w ith o u t a ll d o u b t, h e w ill a p p ly
th e in stru m en ts w h en  h is tim e co m es, a n d  w ill n o t w a it o n  th eir
co n cu rren ce. Y o u  see n o w  stra n g e th in g s d o n e, y o u  w o n d er a t th em : h o w
w e a re b ro u g h t d o w n  fro m  o u r ex cellen cy , - h o w  o u r la n d  is la id  d eso la te
b y  stra n g ers, - h o w  m a n y  in stru m en ts o f th e L o rd 's w o rk  a re la id  a sid e,
h o w  h e lifts u p  a  ro d  o f in d ig n a tio n  a g a in st u s, a n d  is lik e to  o v ertu rn
ev en  th e fo u n d a tio n s o f o u r la n d , - a ll th ese w ere n o t in  o u r m in d  b efo re,



b u t th ey  w ere in  h is m in d  fro m  etern ity , a n d  th erefo re h e is n o w  w o rk in g
it. B eliev e th en  th a t th ere is n o t a  circu m sta n ce o f a ll th is b u sin ess, n o t
o n e p o in t o r jo t o f it, b u t is ev en  a s it w a s fra m ed  a n d  ca rv ed  o u t o f o ld .
H is p resen t w o rk s a re a cco rd in g  to  a n  a n cien t p a ttern , w h ich  h e ca rries in
h is m in d . A ll th e m ea su res a n d  d eg rees o f y o u r a fflictio n , - a ll th e o u n ces
a n d  g ra in -w eig h ts o f y o u r cu p , w ere a ll w eig h ed  in  th e sca les o f h is
etern a l co u n sel; th e in stru m en ts, th e tim e, th e m a n n er, a ll th a t is in  it. If
h e ch a n g e in stru m en ts, th a t w a s in  h is m in d ; if h e ch a n g e d isp en sa tio n s,
th a t w a s in  h is m in d  a lso ; a n d  seein g  y e k n o w  b y  th e scrip tu res th a t a
b lessed  en d  is a p p o in ted  fo r th e g o d ly , th a t a ll th in g s w o rk  fo r th eir g o o d ,
th a t a ll is su b serv ien t to  th e ch u rch 's w elfa re; seein g , I sa y , y o u  k n o w  h is
p u rp o se is su ch  a s th e scrip tu re sp ea k s, th en  b eliev e h is p erfo rm a n ce
sh a ll tie ex a ct a cco rd in g ly , n o th in g  d eficien t; n o  jo in t, n o  sin ew  in  a ll h is
w o rk  o f p ro v id en ce, n o  lin e in  a ll h is b o o k  a n d  v o lu m e o f th e crea tu re, b u t
it w a s w ritten  in  th a t a n cien t b o o k  o f h is etern a l co u n sel, a n d  first
fa sh io n ed  in  th a t, P sa l. cx x x ix . 16 .

T h en , la stly , H is w ill is irresistib le, h is co u n sel sh a ll sta n d ; w h o  ca n  tu rn
h im  fro m  h is p u rp o se, a n d  w h o  ca n  h in d er h im  fro m  p erfo rm a n ce?
T h erefo re h e a tta in s h is en d  in  th e h ig h est a n d  m o st su p erla tiv e d eg ree o f
certa in ty  a n d  in fa llib ility . H im self w ill n o t ch a n g e h is o w n  p u rp o se; fo r
w h y  sh o u ld  h e d o  it? If h e ch a n g e to  th e b etter, th en  it reflects o n  h is
w isd o m ; if h e ch a n g e to  th e w o rse, it reflects b o th  o n  h is w isd o m  a n d
g o o d n ess. C erta in ly  h e ca n  see n o  ca u se w h y  h e sh o u ld  ch a n g e it. B u t a s
h im self ca n n o t ch a n g e, so  n o n e ca n  h in d er h is p erfo rm a n ce; fo r w h a t
p o w er, th in k  y o u , sh a ll it b e, th a t m a y  a ttem p t th a t? Is it th e p o w er o f
m en , o f stro n g  m en , o f h ig h  m en , o f a n y  m en ? N o  su re! fo r th eir b rea th  is
in  th eir n o strils, th ey  h a v e n o  p o w er b u t a s h e b rea th es in  th em . If h e
k eep  in  h is b rea th , a s it w ere, th ey  p erish . A ll n a tio n s a re a s n o th in g
b efo re h im , a n d  w h a t p o w er h a th  n o th in g ? Is it d ev ils m a y  d o  it? N o ; fo r
th ey  ca n n o t, th o u g h  th ey  w o u ld ; h e ch a in s th em , h e lim its th em . Is it
g o o d  a n g els? T h ey  a re p o w erfu l in d eed , b u t th ey  n eith er ca n  n o r w ill
resist h is w ill. L et it b e th e w h o le u n iv ersity  o f th e crea tio n , - su p p o se a ll
th eir sca ttered  fo rce a n d  v irtu e co n jo in ed  in  o n e, - y et it is a ll b u t fin ite, it
a m o u n ts to  n o  m o re, if y o u  w o u ld  etern a lly  a d d  u n to  it; b u t a ll v icto ry
a n d  resista n ce o f th is k in d  m u st b e b y  a  su p erio r p o w er, o r a t lea st b y  a n
eq u a l. T h erefo re w e m a y  co n clu d e th a t th ere is n o  im p ed im en t o r let, th a t



ca n  b e p u t in  h is w a y , n o th in g  ca n  o b stru ct h is p u rp o se; if a ll th e w o rld
sh o u ld  co n sp ire a s o n e m a n  to  o b stru ct th e p erfo rm a n ce o f a n y  o f h is
p ro m ises a n d  p u rp o ses, th ey  d o  b u t ra g e in  v a in . L ik e d o g s b a rk in g  a t th e
m o o n , th ey  sh a ll b e so  fa r fro m  a tta in in g  th eir p u rp o se, th a t h is m a jesty
sh a ll d isa b u se th em , so  to  sp ea k , to  h is o w n  p u rp o se. H e sh a ll a p p ly  th em
q u ite co n tra ry  to  th eir o w n  m in d , to  w o rk  o u t th e co u n sel o f h is m in d .
H ere is th e a b so lu te K in g , o n ly  w o rth  th e n a m e o f a  K in g  a n d  L o rd , w h o m
a ll th in g s in  h ea v en  a n d  ea rth  o b ey  a t th e first n o d  a n d  b eck o n in g  to
th em ! H ills, sea s, m o u n ta in s, riv ers, su n  a n d  m o o n , a n d  clo u d s, m en  a n d
b ea sts, a n g els a n d  d ev ils, - a ll o f th em  a re a cted , m o v ed , a n d  in clin ed
a cco rd in g  to  h is p lea su re; a ll o f th em  a re a b o u t h is w o rk  in d eed , a s th e
resu lt o f a ll in  th e en d  sh a ll m a k e it a p p ea r, a n d  a re serv a n ts a t h is
co m m a n d , g o in g  w h ere h e b id s g o , a n d  co m in g  w h ere h e b id s co m e, led
b y  a n  in v isib le h a n d , th o u g h  in  th e m ea n tim e th ey  k n o w  it n o t, b u t th in k
th ey  a re a b o u t th eir o w n  b u sin ess, a n d  a p p la u d  th em selv es fo r a  tim e in
it. D ucunt volentem  fata, nolentem  trahunt. G o d ly  m en  w h o  k n o w  h is
w ill a n d  lo v e it, a re led  b y  it w illin g ly , fo r th ey  y ield  th em selv es u p  to  h is
d isp o sa l; b u t w ick ed  m en , w h o  h a v e co n tra ry  w ills o f th eir o w n , ca n  g a in
n o  m o re b y  resistin g , b u t to  b e d ra w n  a lo n g  w ith  it.

N o w  to  w h a t p u rp o se is a ll th is sp o k en  o f G o d 's d ecrees a n d  p u rp o ses,
w h ich  h e h a th  ca lled  a  secret b elo n g in g  to  h im self? If h is w o rk s a n d
ju d g m en ts b e a  g rea t d ep th , a n d  u n sea rch a b le, su re h is d ecrees a re fa r
m o re u n sea rch a b le; fo r it is th e secret a n d  h id d en  p u rp o se o f G o d , w h ich
is th e v ery  d ep th  o f h is w a y  a n d  ju d g m en t. B u t to  w h a t p u rp o se is it a ll? I
sa y , n o t to  in q u ire cu rio u sly  in to  th e p a rticu la rs o f th em , b u t to  p ro fit b y
th em . T h e S crip tu re h o ld s o u t to  u s th e u n ch a n g ea b len ess, freed o m ,
ex ten t, h o lin ess, a n d  w isd o m  o f th em , fo r o u r a d v a n ta g e; a n d  if th is
a d v a n ta g e b e n o t rea p ed , w e k n o w  th em  in  v a in . N o t to  b u rd en  y o u r
m em o ry  w ith  m a n y  p a rticu la rs, w e sh o u ld  la b o u r to  d ra w  fo rth  b o th
in stru ctio n  a n d  co n so la tio n  o u t o f th em . In stru ctio n , I sa y , in  tw o  th in g s
esp ecia lly , - to  su b m it w ith  rev eren ce a n d  resp ect to  h is m a jesty  in  a ll h is
w o rk s a n d  w a y s, a n d  to  tru st in  h im  w h o  k n o w s a ll h is w o rk s, a n d  w ill n o t
ch a n g e h is m in d .

T h ere is n o th in g  w h erein  I k n o w  C h ristia n s m o re d eficien t th a n  in  th is
p o in t o f su b m issio n , w h ich  I ta k e to  b e o n e o f th e ch iefest a n d  sw eetest,



th o u g h  h a rd est d u ties o f a  C h ristia n . It is h a rd ly  to  b e fo u n d  a m o n g  m en ,
- a  th o ro u g h  co m p lia n ce o f th e so u l to  w h a t h is so u l d esires, a  rea l
su b jectio n  o f o u r sp irits to  h is g o o d -w ill a n d  p lea su re. T h ere is n o th in g  so
m u ch  b lessed  in  scrip tu re a s w a itin g  o n  h im , a s y ield in g  to  h im  to  b e
d isp o sed  u p o n , - 'B lessed  a re a ll th ey  th a t w a it o n  h im .' P rid e is th e
g rea test o p p o site, a n d  h e o p p o ses h im self m o st to  th a t, fo r it is in  its o w n
n a tu re m o st d ero g a to ry  to  th e h ig h n ess a n d  m a jesty  o f G o d , w h ich  is h is
v ery  g lo ry . T h erefo re su b m issio n  is m o st a ccep ta b le to  h im , w h en  th e so u l
y ield s itself a n d  its w ill to  h im . H e co n d escen d s fa r m o re to  it; h e ca n n o t
b e a n  en em y  to  su ch  a  so u l. S u b m issio n  to  h is m a jesty 's p lea su re, is th e
v ery  b o w in g  d o w n  o f th e so u l w illin g ly  to  a n y  th in g  h e d o es o r
co m m a n d s, - w h a tev er y o k e h e p u ts o n , o f d u ty  o r su fferin g , to  ta k e it o n
w illin g ly , w ith o u t a n sw erin g  a g a in , w h ich  is th e g rea t sin  co n d em n ed  in
serv a n ts; to  p u t th e m o u th  in  th e d u st, a n d  to  k eep  silen ce, b eca u se h e
d o th  it - 'I w a s d u m b , I o p en ed  n o t m y  m o u th , b eca u se th o u  d id st it.'
There is su b m issio n  in d eed , - silen ce o f m in d  a n d  m o u th , - a  restra in t p u t
u p o n  th e sp irit to  th in k  n o th in g  g ru d g in g ly  o f h im  fo r a n y  th in g  h e d o th .
It is certa in ly  th e g rea test fa u lt o f C h ristia n s, a n d  g ro u n d  o f m a n y  m o re,
th a t y e d o  n o t lo o k  to  G o d , b u t to  crea tu res in  a n y  th in g  th a t b efa lls y o u ;
th erefo re th ere a re so  freq u en t risin g s o f sp irits a g a in st h is y o k e, freq u en t
sp u rn in g s a g a in st it, a s E p h ra im , u n a ccu sto m ed  w ith  th e y o k e. S o  d o  y e;
a n d  th is it is o n ly  m a k es it h ea v y  a n d  tro u b leso m e. If th ere w ere n o  m o re
rea so n  fo r it b u t y o u r o w n  g a in , it is th e o n ly  w a y  to  p ea ce a n d  q u ietn ess.
D urum : sed levius fit patientia, quicquid corrigere est nefas. Y o u r
im p a tien ce ca n n o t h elp  y o u , b u t h u rt y o u , it is th e v ery  y o k e o f y o u r y o k e;
b u t q u iet a n d  silen t sto o p in g  m a k es it ea sy  in  itself, a n d  b rin g s in  m o re
h elp  b esid e, ev en  d iv in e h elp . L ea rn  th is, I b eseech  y o u , to  g et y o u r o w n
w ills a b a n d o n ed , a n d  y o u r sp irits su b d u ed  to  G o d , b o th  in  th e p o in t o f
d u ty  a n d  d isp en sa tio n . If d u ties co m m a n d ed  cro ss th y  sp irit - a s certa in ly
th e rea lity  a n d  ex ercise o f g o d lin ess m u st b e u n p lea sa n t to  a n y  n a tu re -
k n o w  w h a t th o u  a rt ca lled  to , to  q u iet th y  o w n  w ill to  h im , to  g iv e u p
th y self to  h is p lea su re sin g ly , w ith o u t so  m u ch  resp ect to  th y  o w n
p lea su re o r g a in . L ea rn  to  o b ey  h im  sim p ly  b eca u se h e co m m a n d s,
th o u g h  n o  p ro fit red o u n d  to  th ee; a n d  b y  th is m ea n s th o u  sh a lt in  d u e
tim e h a v e m o re sw eet p ea ce a n d  rea l g a in , th o u g h  th o u  in ten d ed st it n o t.
A n d  in  ca se a n y  d isp en sa tio n  cro ss th y  m in d , let n o t th y  m in d  rise u p
a g a in st it. D o  n o t fa ll o u t w ith  P ro v id en ce, b u t co m m it th y  w a y  w h o lly  to



h im , a n d  let h im  d o  w h a t h e p lea ses in  th a t. B e th o u  m in d in g  th y  d u ty . B e
n o t a n x io u s in  th a t, b u t b e d ilig en t in  th is, a n d  th o u  sh a lt b e th e o n ly
g a in er b y  it; b esid es, th e h o n o u r red o u n d s to  h im .

T h en  I w o u ld  ex h o rt y o u , fro m  th is g ro u n d , to  tru st in  h im . S eein g  h e
a lo n e is th e a b so lu te S o v ereig n  L o rd  o f a ll th in g s, - seein g  h e h a s p a ssed  a
d eterm in a tio n  u p o n  a ll th in g s, a n d  a cco rd in g ly  th ey  m u st b e, - a n d  seein g
n o n e ca n  tu rn  h im  fro m  h is w a y , - O  th en , C h ristia n s, lea rn  to  co m m it
y o u rselv es to  h im  in  a ll th in g s, b o th  fo r th is life a n d  th e life to  co m e! W h y
a re y e so  v a in  a n d  fo o lish  a s to  d ep en d  a n d  h a n g  u p o n  p o o r, v a in ,
d ep en d in g  crea tu res? W h y  d o  y e n o t fo rsa k e y o u rselv es? W h y  d o  y e n o t
fo rsa k e a ll o th er th in g s a s em p ty  sh a d o w s? A re n o t a ll crea ted  p o w ers,
h a b its, g ifts, g ra ces, stren g th , rich es, & c. lik e th e id o ls in  co m p a riso n  o f
h im , w h o  ca n  n eith er d o  g o o d , n eith er ca n  th ey  d o  ill? C u rsed  is h e 'th a t
tru steth  in  m a n ,' J er. x v ii. 5 . T h ere n eed s n o  o th er cu rse th a n  th e v ery
d isa p p o in tm en t y o u  sh a ll m eet w ith a l. C o n sid er, I b eseech  y o u , th a t o u r
G o d  ca n  d o  a ll th in g s, w h a tev er h e p lea ses, in  h ea v en  a n d  ea rth , a n d  th a t
n o n e ca n  o b stru ct h is p lea su re. B lessed  is th a t so u l fo r w h o m  th e co u n sel
o f h is w ill is en g a g ed . A n d  it is en g a g ed  fo r a ll th a t tru st in  h im . H e ca n
a cco m p lish  h is g o o d  p lea su re in  th y  b eh a lf, eith er w ith o u t o r a g a in st
m ea n s; a ll im p ed im en ts a n d  th o rn s set in  h is w a y , h e ca n  b u rn  th em  u p .
Y o u  w h o  a re h eirs o f th e p ro m ises, O  k n o w  y o u r p riv ileg e! W h a t h is so u l
d esireth , h e d o th  ev en  th a t; a n d  w h a t h e h a th  serio u sly  p ro m ised  to  y o u ,
h e d esires. If y o u  a sk , w h o  a re h eirs o f th e p ro m ises? I w o u ld  a n sw er,
sim p ly  th o se a n d  th o se o n ly , w h o  d o  o w n  th em  a n d  ch a llen g e th em , a n d
clin g  to  th em  fo r th eir life a n d  sa lv a tio n ; th o se w h o  seek  th e in h erita n ce
o n ly  b y  th e p ro m ise, a n d  w h o se so u l d esires th em  a n d  em b ra ces th em . O
if y o u  w o u ld  o b serv e h o w  u n lik e y e a re to  G o d ! Y e ch a n g e o ften , y e tu rn
o ften  o u t o f th e w a y ; b u t th a t w ere n o t so  ill if y e d id  n o t im a g in e h im  to
b e lik e y o u rselv es, a n d  it is u n b elief w h ich  m a k es h im  lik e to  y o u rselv es, -
w h en  y o u r fra m e a n d  ten d er d isp o sitio n  ch a n g es, - w h en  p resen ce a n d
a ccess to  G o d  is rem o v ed . T h a t is w ro n g , it sp ea k s o u t a  m o rta l crea tu re
in d eed ; b u t if it b e so , O  d o  n o  m o re w ro n g ! D o  n o t, b y  y o u r su sp icio n s
a n d  jea lo u sies, a n d  q u estio n in g s o f h im , im a g in e th a t h e is lik e u n to  y o u ,
a n d  ch a n g ed  a lso . T h a t is a  d o u b le w ro n g  a n d  d ish o n o u r to  h is m a jesty .
H a th  h e n o t sa id , 'I a m  th e L o rd , a n d  ch a n g e n o t.' 'H e is in  o n e m in d , w h o
ca n  tu rn  h im ?' H o w  co m es it th en , th a t y e d o u b t o f h is lo v e a s o ft a s y e



ch a n g e? W h en  y e a re in  a  g o o d  tem p er, y e th in k  h e lo v es y o u : w h en  it is
n o t so , y e ca n n o t b eliev e b u t h e is a n g ry , a n d  h a tes y o u . Is n o t th is to
sp ea k  q u ite co n tra ry  to  th e w o rd ; th a t h e is a  G o d  th a t ch a n g es, - th a t h e
is n o t in  o n e m in d , b u t n o w  in  o n e, a n d  th en  in  a n o th er, a s o ft a s th e
in co n sta n t w in d  o f a  so u l's self-p lea sin g  h u m o u r tu rn s a b o u t? H ere is
y o u r rest a n d  co n fid en ce, if y o u  w ill b e esta b lish ed , n o t w ith in  y o u rselv es,
- n o t u p o n  m a rk s a n d  sig n s w ith in  y o u , w h ich  eb b  a n d  flo w  a s th e sea ,
a n d  ch a n g e a s th e m o o n , - b u t, u p o n  h is u n ch a n g ea b le n a tu re a n d  fa ith fu l
p ro m ises. T h is w e d esire to  h o ld  o u t to  y o u  a ll, a s o n e g ro u n d  fo r a ll. Y o u
w o u ld  ev ery  o n e h a v e so m e p a rticu la r g ro u n d  in  y o u r o w n  d isp o sitio n
a n d  co n d itio n , a n d  th in k  it g en era l d o ctrin e o n ly  w h ich  la y eth  it n o t h o m e
so ; b u t b eliev e it, I k n o w  n o  g ro u n d  o f rea l so u l-esta b lish m en t, b u t
g en era l tru th s a n d  p rin cip les co m m o n  to  y o u  a ll; a n d  o u r b u sin ess is n o t
to  la y  a n y  o th er fo u n d a tio n , - o r m o re fo u n d a tio n s, a cco rd in g  to  y o u r
d ifferen t co n d itio n s, - b u t to  la y  th is o n e fo u n d a tio n , C h rist a n d  G o d
u n ch a n g ea b le; a n d  to  ex h o rt ev ery  o n e o f y o u  to  m a k e th a t g en era l
fo u n d a tio n  y o u r o w n  in  p a rticu la r, b y  lea n in g  to  it, a n d  b u ild in g  u p o n  it,
a n d  clin g in g  to  it. A ll o th er a re sa n d y  a n d  ru in o u s.

L et u s n o w , in  th is sa d  tim e, p ress co n so la tio n  fro m  th is. T h e L o rd 's h a n d
is in  a ll th is. It is im m ed ia te in  ev ery  d isp en sa tio n , a n d  it is o n ly  ca rn a l
m in d ed n ess th a t ca n n o t see h im  stretch in g  o u t h is h a n d  to  ev ery  m a n ,
w ith  h is o w n  p o rtio n  o f a fflictio n . K n o w  th is o n e th in g , th a t G o d  is in  o n e
m in d ; fo r a ll th ese m a n y  w a y s a n d  ju d g m en ts, h e is in  o n e m in d , - to
g a th er th e sa in ts, to  b u ild  u p  th e C h u rch , th e b o d y  o f C h rist. T h is is h is
en d , - a ll o th er b u sin esses a re in  th e b y , a n d  su b serv ien t to  th is. T h erefo re
h e w ill ch a n g e it a s h e p lea ses, b u t h is g rea t p u rp o se o f g o o d  to  h is p eo p le
a ll th e w o rld  ca n n o t h in d er. L et u s th en  esta b lish  o u r so u ls in  th is
co n sid era tio n ; a ll is clea r a b o v e, a lb eit clo u d y  b elo w ; a ll is ca lm  in
h ea v en , a lb eit tem p estu o u s h ere u p o n  ea rth . T h ere is n o  co n fu sio n , n o
d iso rd er in  h is m in d . T h o u g h  w e th in k  th e w o rld  o u t o f co u rse, a n d  th a t
a ll th in g s reel a b o u t w ith  co n fu sio n , h e h a th  o n e m in d  in  it, a n d  w h o  ca n
tu rn  h im ? A n d  th a t m in d  is g o o d  to  th em  th a t tru st in  h im ; a n d  th erefo re,
w h o  ca n  tu rn  a w a y  o u r g o o d ? L et m en  co n su lt a n d  im a g in e w h a t th ey
p lea se, - let th em  p a ss v o tes a n d  d ecrees w h a t to  d o  w ith  h is p eo p le, - y et
it is a ll to  n o  p u rp o se, fo r th ere is a  co u n sel a b o v e, a n  o ld er co u n sel,
w h ich  m u st sta n d  a n d  ta k e p la ce in  a ll g en era tio n s. If m en 's co n clu sio n s



b e n o t a cco rd in g  to  th e co u n sel o f h is w ill, th ey  a re b u t im a g in a ry  d rea m s,
lik e th e fa n cies o f a  d istra cted  p erso n , w h o  im a g in in g  h im self a  k in g , sits
d o w n  o n  th e th ro n e, a n d  g iv es o u t d ecrees a n d  o rd in a n ces. M a y  n o t h e
w h o  sits in  h ea v en  la u g h  a t th e fo o lish n ess a n d  m a d n ess o f m en  w h o  a ct
in  a ll th in g s a s if th ey  h a d  n o  d ep en d en ce o n  h im , a n d  g o  a b o u t th eir
b u sin ess a s if it w ere n o t co n triv ed  a lrea d y ? It is a  rid icu lo u s th in g  fo r
m en  to  o rd er th eir b u sin ess, a n d  settle th eir o w n  co n clu sio n s, w ith o u t
o n ce m in d in g  O n e a b o v e th em , w h o  h a th  n o t o n ly  a  n eg a tiv e, b u t a n
a ffirm a tiv e v o te in  a ll th in g s. It is tru e th a t G o d , in  h is d eep  w isd o m , h a th
k ep t u p  h is p a rticu la r p u rp o ses secret, th a t m en  m a y  w a lk  a cco rd in g  to  a n
a p p o in ted  ru le, a n d  u se a ll m ea n s fo r co m p a ssin g  th eir in ten d ed  en d s;
a n d  th erefo re it is w ell sa id , Prudens futuri tem poris exitum  caliginos©
nocte prem it D eus. B u t y et w ith a l w e sh o u ld  m in d  th a t o f J a m es, 'if th e
L o rd  w ill,' a n d  g o  a b o u t a ll th in g s ev en  th e m o st p ro b a b ly , w ith
su b m issio n  to  h is w ill a n d  p lea su re. A n d  th erefo re, w h en  m en  g o  w ith o u t
th eir b o u n d s, eith er in  fea r o r d a n g er, o r jo y  co n ceiv ed  in  su ccesses, -
ridetque, si m ortalis ultra fas trepidet, & c. - E x cess o f fea r, ex cess o f
h o p e, ex cess o f jo y  in  th ese o u tw a rd  th in g s is, a s it w ere, rid icu lo u s to
h im , w h o  h a th  a ll th ese th in g s a p p o in ted  w ith  h im . T o  h im  b e p ra ise a n d
g lo ry . 

L E C T U R E  X V . 
O F  P R E D E S T IN A T IO N .

E P H . 1.11. "In w hom  also w e have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him  w ho w orketh all things
after the counsel of his ow n w ill." - R  O M  ,ix . 2 2 , 2 3 . "W hat if God,
w illing to shew  his w rath, and to m ake his pow er know n, endured w ith
m uch long-suffering the vessels of w rath fitted to destruction; and that
he m ight m ake know n the riches of his glory on the vessels of m ercy
w hich he had afore prepared unto glory."

IN  th e crea tio n  o f th e w o rld , it p lea sed  th e L o rd , a fter a ll th in g s w ere
fra m ed  a n d  d isp o sed , to  m a k e o n e crea tu re to  ru le o v er a ll; a n d  to  h im  h e
g a v e th e m o st ex cellen t n a tu re, a n d  p riv ileg es b ey o n d  th e rest; so  th a t it
m a y  a p p ea r th a t h e h a d  m a d e a ll th in g s fo r m a n , a n d  m a n  im m ed ia tely
fo r h is o w n  g lo ry . A s m a n  w a s th e ch ief o f th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s, so  w e



m a y , a cco rd in g  to  th e S crip tu res, co n ceiv e th a t h e w a s ch iefly  m in d ed  in
th e co u n sels o f h is h ea rt. A n d  th a t, a s in  th e ex ecu tio n  o f h is p u rp o se in
crea tin g  th e w o rld , m a n  h a d  th e p re-em in en ce a ssig n ed  u n to  h im , a n d  a ll
seem ed  su b o rd in a te u n to  h im ; so , in  th e L o rd 's p u rp o ses co n cern in g  th e
w o rld , h is p u rp o se a b o u t m a n  h a s th e p re-em in en ce. H e, in d eed , h a s
reso lv ed  to  d ecla re th e g lo ry  o f h is n a m e in  th is w o rld ; th erefo re th e
h ea v en s a n d  th e firm a m en t a re m a d e p rea ch ers o f th a t g lo ry , P sa l. x ix . 1,
2 , & c. B u t in  a  sp ecia l m a n n er, h is m a jesty 's g lo rio u s n a m e is m a n ifested
in  m a n , a n d  a b o u t m a n . H e h a th  set m a n , a s it w ere, in  th e cen tre o r
m id st o f th e crea tio n , th a t a ll th e crea tu res m ig h t d irect o r b rin g  in  th eir
p ra ises u n to  h im , to  b e o ffered  u p  in  h is a n d  th eir n a m e, to  th e L o rd  th eir
M a k er, b y  h im , a s th e co m m o n  m o u th  o f th e w o rld ; a n d  th e L o rd  h a th
ch o sen  th is crea tu re a b o v e a ll th e crea tu res, fo r th e m o re so lem n  a n d
g lo rio u s d ecla ra tio n  o f h im self in  h is sp ecia l p ro p erties. T h erefo re, w e
sh o u ld  g a th er o u r th o u g h ts in  th is b u sin ess, to  h ea r fro m  th e L o rd  w h a t
h is th o u g h ts a re to w a rd s u s; fo r, certa in ly , th e rig h t u n d ersta n d in g  o f h is
ev erla stin g  co u n sel to u ch in g  th e etern a l sta te o f m a n , is o f sin g u la r v irtu e
to  co n fo rm  u s to  th e p ra ise o f h is n a m e, a n d  esta b lish  u s in  fa ith  a n d
co n fid en ce. P red estin a tio n  is a  m y stery , in d eed , in to  w h ich  w e sh o u ld  n o t
cu rio u sly  a n d  b o ld ly  in q u ire b ey o n d  w h a t is rev ea led ; fo r th en  a  so u l
m u st n eed s lo se itself in  th a t d ep th  o f w isd o m , a n d  p erish  in  th e sea rch  o f
u n sea rch a b len ess. A n d  th u s th e w o rd  sp ea k s in  S crip tu re o f th is su b ject,
in tim a tin g  to  u s, th a t it is ra th er to  b e a d m ired  th a n  co n ceiv ed ; a n d  th a t
th ere o u g h t to  h e so m e ig n o ra n ce o f th ese secrets, w h ich , co n jo in ed  w ith
fa ith  a n d  rev eren ce, is m o re lea rn ed  th a n  a n y  cu rio u s k n o w led g e. B u t
w ith a l, w e m u st o p en  o u r ey es u p o n  so  m u ch  lig h t a s G o d  rev ea ls o f th ese
secrets, k n o w in g  th a t th e lig h t o f th e w o rd  is a  sa v in g , refresh in g  lig h t,
n o t co n fo u n d in g , a s is h is in a ccessib le lig h t o f secret g lo ry . A s fa r a s it
p lea seth  h is m a jesty  to  o p en  h is m o u th , let u s n et clo se o u r ea rs, b u t o p en
th em  a lso  to  h is in stru ctio n , k n o w in g , th a t a s h e w ill w ith h o ld  n o
n ecessa ry  th in g  fo r o u r sa lv a tio n , so  h e w ill rev ea l n o th in g  b u t w h a t is
p ro fita b le. T h is is th e b est b o n d  o f so b riety  a n d  h u m b le w isd o m , to  lea rn
w h a t h e tea ch eth  u s; b u t w h en  h e m a k es a n  en d  o f tea ch in g , to  d esire n o
m o re lea rn in g . It is h u m ility  to  seek  n o  m o re, a n d  it is tru e w isd o m  to  b e
co n ten t w ith  n o  less.

T h ere is m u ch  w ea k n ess in  o u r co n ceiv in g  o f d iv in e th in g s. W e sh a p e a n d



fo rm  th em  in  o u r m in d s a cco rd in g  to  a  m o u ld  o f o u r o w n  ex p erien ce o r
in v en tio n , a n d  ca n n o t co n ceiv e o f th em  a s th ey  a re in  th em selv es. If w e
sh o u ld  sp ea k  p ro p erly , th ere a re n o t co u n sels a n d  p u rp o ses in  G o d , b u t
o n e en tire co u n sel a n d  reso lu tio n  co n cern in g  a ll th in g s w h ich  a re in  tim e,
b y  w h ich  h e h a th  d isp o sed  a ll in  th eir sev era l tim es, sea so n s, co n d itio n s,
a n d  o rd ers. B u t b eca u se w e h a v e m a n y  th o u g h ts, a b o u t m a n y  th in g s, so
w e ca n n o t w ell co n ceiv e o f G o d  b u t in  lik en ess to  o u rselv es; a n d
th erefo re, th e S crip tu re, co n d escen d in g  to  o u r w ea k n ess, sp ea k s so . 'H o w
m a n y  a re th y  p recio u s th o u g h ts to w a rd s m e,' sa ith  D a v id ; a n d  y et,
in d eed , th ere is b u t o n e th o u g h t o f h im , a n d  u s, a n d  a ll, w h ich  o n e
th o u g h t is o f so  m u ch  v irtu e, th a t it is eq u iv a len t to  a n  in fin ite n u m b er o f
th o u g h ts co n cern in g  in fin ite o b jects. T h e L o rd  h a th  fro m  ev erla stin g
co n ceiv ed  o n e p u rp o se o f m a n ifestin g  h is o w n  g lo ry  in  su ch  sev era l w a y s;
a n d  th is is th e h ea d -sp rin g  o f a ll th a t b efa lls crea tu res, m en , a n d  a n g els.
B u t b eca u se, in  th e ex ecu tio n  o f th is p u rp o se, th ere is a  certa in  o rd er, a n d
su ccessio n , a n d  v a riety , th erefo re m en  d o  o rd in a rily  fa n cy  su ch  o r su ch  a
fra m e a n d  o rd er in  th e L o rd 's m in d  a n d  p u rp o se. A n d  a s th e a stro n o m ers
d o  cu t a n d  ca rv e in  th eir im a g in a tio n  cy cles, o rb s, a n d  ep icy cles in  th e
h ea v en s, b eca u se o f th e v a rio u s a n d  d ifferen t a p p ea ra n ces a n d  m o tio n s o f
sta rs in  th em , w h erea s it m a y  b e, rea lly , th ere is b u t o n e celestia l b o d y  in
w h ich  a ll th ese v a rio u s lig h ts a n d  m o tio n s d o  a p p ea r, so  d o  m en  fa n cy
u n to  th em selv es a n  o rd er in  th e L o rd 's d ecree, a cco rd in g  to  th e
p h en o m en a  o r a p p ea ra n ces o f h is w o rk s in  th e w o rld ; w h erea s, it is o n e
p u rp o se a n d  d ecree, w h ich  in  its in fin ite co m p a ss co m p reh en d s a ll th ese
v a rieties a n d  o rd ers to g eth er. T h is m u ch  w e m a y  in d eed  la w fu lly  co n ceiv e
o f h is d ecree, th a t th ere is a n  ex a ct co rresp o n d en ce a n d  su ita b len ess
b etw een  h is m a jesty 's p u rp o se a n d  ex ecu tio n , a n d  th a t h e is a  w ise L o rd ,
'w o n d erfu l in  co u n sel, a n d  ex cellen t in  w o rk in g ,' h a v in g  so m e g rea t p lo t
a n d  d esig n  b efo re h is ey es, w h ich  h e in ten d s to  effect, a n d  w h ich  is, a s it
w ere, th e g rea t lig h t a n d  su n  o f th is firm a m en t, u n to  w h ich , b y  th a t sa m e
w o n d erfu l co u n sel, a ll o th er th in g s a re su b o rd in a te; a n d  so  in  th e
w o rk in g  it sh a ll a p p ea r ex a ctly  a s h is co u n sel d id  d elin ea te a n d  co n triv e
it.

T h ere is n o  m a n  so  em p ty  o r sh a llo w , b u t h e h a th  so m e g rea t d esig n  a n d
p u rp o se w h ich  h e ch iefly  a im s a t; sh a ll w e n o t th en  co n ceiv e, th a t th e
L o rd , w h o  in stru cts ev ery  m a n  to  th is d iscretio n , a n d  tea ch es h im , (Isa .



x x v iii. 2 6 ,) is h im self w ise in  h is co u n sel, a n d  h a th  so m e g ra n d  p ro ject
b efo re h im  in  a ll th is fa b ric o f th e w o rld , a n d  th e u p h o ld in g  o f it sin ce it
w a s m a d e? C erta in ly  h e h a th . A n d  if y o u  a sk  w h a t it is, th e w ise m a n  w ill
tea ch  y o u  in  g en era l - 'H e m a d e a ll th in g s fo r h im self, y ea , ev en  th e
w ick ed  fo r th e d a y  o f ev il,' P ro v . x v i. 4 . H ere, th en , is h is g rea t d esig n  a n d
p u rp o se, - to  g lo rify  h im self, - to  m a n ifest h is o w n  n a m e to  m en  a n d
a n g els. N o w , h is n a m e co m p reh en d s w isd o m , g o o d n ess, p o w er, m ercy ,
a n d  ju stice. T h e first th ree h e d ecla res in  a ll th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s. A ll
a re w ell d o n e a n d  w isely  d o n e. T h e ex cellen cy  o f th e w o rk  sh o w s th e
w o n d erfu l co u n sello r a n d  th e w ise co n triv er. T h e g o o d n ess o f a n y
crea tu re in  its k in d , d ecla res th e in ex h a u sted  sp rin g  o f a  self-b ein g  fro m
w h o m  it p ro ceed s; a n d  th e b rin g in g  a ll th ese o u t o f n o th in g , a n d
u p h o ld in g  th em , is a  g lo rio u s d ecla ra tio n  o f h is p o w er. B u t y et, in  a ll th e
w o rk s o f h is h a n d s, th ere is n o th in g  fo u n d  to  m a n ifest h is g lo rio u s m ercy
a n d  ju stice, u p o n  w h ich  a re th e flo w er a n d  g a rla n d  o f h is a ttrib u tes, a n d
u n to  w h ich  w isd o m  a n d  p o w er seem  to  b e su b serv ien t. T h erefo re h is
m a jesty , in  th a t o n e en tire p u rp o se o f h is o w n  g lo ry , reso lv es to  m a n ifest
h is w ra th  a n d  h is m ercy  u p o n  m en  a n d  a n g els, su b jects ca p a b le o f it;
w h ich  tw o  a ttrib u tes a re a s th e p o les a b o u t w h ich  a ll th e w h eels o f
electio n  a n d  rep ro b a tio n  tu rn  a s y o u  see in  th a t p la ce, R o m . ix . 2 2 , 2 3 . L et
th is th en  b e esta b lish ed  a s th e en d  o f a ll h is w o rk s, a s it is d esig n ed  in  h is
co u n sel, a n d  n o th in g  else. It is n o t th e crea tu re, n o r a n y  th in g  in  th e
crea tu re, w h ich  is first in  h is m in d , b u t h im self, a n d  th erefo re o f h im , a n d
fo r h im , a re a ll th in g s. H ere th ey  h a v e th eir rise, a n d  th ith er th ey  retu rn ,
ev en  to  th e o cea n  o f G o d 's etern a l g lo ry , fro m  w h en ce a ll d id  sp rin g .

T h e rig h t esta b lish in g  o f th is w ill h elp  u s to  co n ceiv e a rig h t o f h is co u n sel
o f p red estin a tio n . It is a  co m m o n  ca v il o f ca rn a l rea so n , h o w  ca n  th e L o rd
reject so  m a n y  p erso n s, a n d  fo re-o rd a in  th em  to  d estru ctio n ? It seem s
m o st co n tra ry  to  h is g o o d n ess a n d  w isd o m , to  h a v e su ch  a n  en d  o f etern a l
p red estin a tio n  b efo re h im , in  th e crea tin g  o f so  m a n y , to  m a k e m en  fo r
n o th in g , b u t to  d a m n  th em . H ere ca rn a l rea so n , w h ich  is en m ity  to  G o d ,
triu m p h s; b u t co n sid er, I sa y , th a t th is is n o t th e L o rd 's en d  a n d  ch ief
d esig n , to  d estro y  m en . E v en  a s it is n o t h is m a jesty 's first lo o k , o r
fu rth est rea ch , to  g iv e u n to  o th ers etern a l life; so  it is n o t h is p rim e in ten t
to  sin k  th em  in to  etern a l d ea th , a s if th a t w ere h is p lea su re a n d  d elig h t.
N o , in d eed ! N eith er is th e crea tu re's h a p p in ess n o r its m isery  th a t w h ich



first m o v es h im , o r is m o st d esired  o f h im , b u t h im self o n ly , a n d  h e
ca n n o t m o v e o u t o f h im self to  a n y  b u sin ess, b u t h e m u st retu rn  it u n to
h im self. T h erefo re th e w ise p rea ch er ex p resses it w ell, 'H e m a d e a ll fo r
h im self, ev en  th e w ick ed  fo r th e d a y  o f ev il.' It w a s n o t h is g rea t en d  o f
crea tin g  w ick ed  m en  to  d a m n  th em , o r crea tin g  rig h teo u s m en  to  sa v e
th em , b u t b o th  a re fo r a  fu rth er a n d  h ig h er en d , - fo r h im self a n d  h is o w n
g lo ry .

A ll seem  to  a g ree a b o u t th is, th a t th e g rea t en d  o f a ll th e L o rd 's co u n sels
a n d  d ecrees is h is o w n  g lo ry , to  b e m a n ifested  o n  m en  a n d  a n g els; a n d
th a t th is m u st b e first in  h is m in d ; n o t th a t th ere is first o r la st w ith  h im ,
b u t to  sp ea k  a fter th e m a n n er o f m en . If h e h a d  m a n y  th o u g h ts, a s w e
h a v e, th is w o u ld  b e h is first th o u g h t; a n d  in  th is o n e p u rp o se th is en d  is
ch iefly  a im ed  a t, a n d  a ll o th er th in g s a re b y  th e L o rd 's co u n sel
su b o rd in a te to  th is, a s m ea n s to  co m p a ss th a t. B u t a s co n cern in g  th e
o rd er o f th ese m ea n s, a n d  co n seq u en tly  o f h is m a jesty 's p u rp o se a b o u t
th em , m en , b y  ex a m in in g  h is m a jesty  a cco rd in g  to  th e crea tu re's ru les, o r
a cco rd in g  to  sen se, b rin g  h im  d o w n  fa r b elo w  h is o w n  in fin ite g rea tn ess.
S o m e co n ceiv e th a t th a t w a s first, a s it w ere, in  h is m in d  w h ich  is first
d o n e. L o o k in g  u p o n  th e ex ecu tio n  o f h is p u rp o se in  th e w o rk s o f h is
p o w er, th ey  im a g in e, th a t a s h e first crea ted  m a n  rig h teo u s, so  th is w a s
h is first th o u g h t co n cern in g  m a n , to  crea te m a n  fo r th e g lo ry  o f h is
g o o d n ess a n d  p o w er, w ith o u t a n y  p a rticu la r d eterm in a tio n  a s y et o f h is
en d . A n d  I co n ceiv e, th is is th e th o u g h t o f th e m u ltitu d e o f p eo p le. T h ey
th in k  G o d  w a s d isa p p o in ted  in  h is w o rk , w h en  th ey  h ea r h e crea ted  su ch
a  g lo rio u s crea tu re th a t is n o w  b eco m e so  m isera b le. T h ey  ca n n o t b eliev e
th a t h is m a jesty  h a d  a ll th is sin  a n d  m isery  d eterm in ed  w ith  h im  w h en  h e
p u rp o sed  to  crea te h im , b u t lo o k  u p o n  th e em erg en t o f m a n 's fa ll in to  sin
a n d  m isery  a s a  su rp risa l o f h is m a jesty ; - a s if h e h a d  m ea n t a n o th er
th in g  in  crea tin g  h im , a n d  so  w a s, u p o n  th is o cca sio n  o f m a n 's sin , d riv en
to  a  n ew  co n su lta tio n  a b o u t th e h elp in g  o f th e b u sin ess, a n d  m a k in g  th e
b est o u t o f it th a t m ig h t b e. T h u s 'th ro u g h  w isd o m ' th e w o rld  k n o w s n o t
G o d . T h ey  th in k  G o d  a lto g eth er lik e th em selv es, a n d  so  lik en  h im  to  th e
b u ild er o f a  h o u se, w h o  set n o th in g  b efo re h im  in  d o in g  so , b u t to  b u ild  it
a fter th a t m a n n er fo r h is o w n  en d s; b u t th en  b ein g  su rp rised  w ith  th e fa ll
a n d  ru in  o f it, ta k es a  n ew  a d v isem en t, a n d  b u ild s it u p  a g a in  u p o n
a n o th er a n d  a  su rer fo u n d a tio n . B u t b eca u se th ey  ca n n o t sa y , th a t G o d



ta k es a n y  n ew  a d v isem en ts in  tim e, b u t m u st co n fess th a t a ll h is co u n sels
a re ev erla stin g  co n cern in g  a ll th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s, th erefo re th ey  b rin g
in  fo rek n o w led g e to  sm o o th  th eir irrelig io u s co n ceit o f G o d ; a s if th e
L o rd , u p o n  h is p u rp o se o f crea tin g  m a n , h a d  fo reseen  w h a t sh o u ld  b efa ll
h im , a n d  so  p u rp o sed  to  p erm it it to  b e so , th a t o u t o f it h e m ig h t erect
so m e g lo rio u s fa b ric o f m ercy  a n d  ju stice u p o n  th e ru in s o f m a n . A n d  th a t
little o r n o th in g  m a y  b e left to  th e a b so lu te so v ereig n  w ill o f G o d , to
w h ich  th e S crip tu re a scrib es a ll th in g s, th ey  m u st a g a in  im a g in e, th a t
u p o n  h is p u rp o se o f sen d in g  C h rist to  sa v e sin n ers, h e is y et
u n d eterm in ed  a b o u t th e p a rticu la r en d  o f p a rticu la r m en , b u t w a tch es o n
th e to w er o f fo rek n o w led g e to  esp y  w h a t th ey  w ill d o , w h eth er m en  w ill
b eliev e o n  h is S o n  o r n o t, w h eth er th ey  w ill p ersev ere in  fa ith  o r n o t; a n d
a cco rd in g  to  h is o b serv a tio n  o f th eir d o in g s, so  h e a p p lies h is o w n  w ill to
ca rv e o u t th eir rew a rd  o r p o rtio n  o f life o r d ea th . T h ese a re ev en  th e
th o u g h ts w h ich  a re in b red  in  y o u r b rea sts b y  n a tu re. T h a t w h ich  th e
lea rn ed  ca ll A rm in ia n ism  is n o th in g  else b u t th e ca rn a l rea so n  o f m en 's
h ea rts, w h ich  is en m ity  to  G o d . It is th a t v ery  d isp u ta tio n  w h ich  P a u l in
th is ch a p ter ex cla im s a g a in st, 'W h o  a rt th o u , O  m a n , th a t d isp u test?'

B u t certa in ly , a ll th is co n triv a n ce is n o th in g  b eseem in g  th e w isd o m  o r
so v ereig n ty  o f G o d , b u t reflects u p o n  b o th ; u p o n  h is w isd o m , th a t h e
sh o u ld  h a v e th o u g h ts o f crea tin g  th e m o st n o b le o f h is crea tu res, a n d  y et
b e in  su sp en se a b o u t th e en d  o f th e crea tu re, a n d  h a v e th a t in  u n certa in ty
w h a t w a y  h is g lo ry  sh a ll in d eed  b e m a n ifested  b y  it. Is it n o t th e first a n d
ch ief th o u g h t o f ev ery  w ise m a n , w h a t h e in ten d s a n d  a im s a t in  h is w o rk ,
a n d  a cco rd in g  to  th e m ea su re a n d  rea ch  o f h is w isd o m , so  h e rea ch es
fu rth er in  h is en d  a n d  p u rp o se? S h a ll w e th en  co n ceiv e th e o n ly  w ise G o d
so  fa r to  h a v e m ista k en  h im self, a s to  d o  th a t w h ich  n o  w ise m a n  w o u ld
d o ? H e w h o  is o f su ch  a n  in fin ite rea ch  o f w isd o m  a n d  u n d ersta n d in g , to
fa ll u p o n  th e th o u g h ts o f m a k in g  su ch  a n  ex cellen t crea tu re, a n d  y et to  lie
in  su sp en se w ith in  h im self a b o u t th e etern a l esta te o f it, a n d  to  b e in  a
w a itin g  p o stu re w h a t w a y  h is g lo ry  sh o u ld  b e m a n ifested  b y  it; w h eth er in
a  w a y  o f sim p le g o o d n ess o n ly , o r in  a  w a y  o f ju stice, o r in  a  w a y  o f m ercy ,
till h e sh o u ld  fo resee, o ff th e to w er o f fo rek n o w led g e, h o w  th a t crea tu re
sh o u ld  b eh a v e itself. O u r tex t sp ea k s n o t th u s; fo r in  th e p la ce, (E p h . i.)
w e h a v e th e L o rd , in  h is etern a l p u rp o se, ca rv in g  o u t to  su ch  a n d  su ch
p a rticu la r p erso n s 'a n  in h erita n ce,' a n d  'a d o p tio n  o f ch ild ren ,' fo r th a t



g rea t en d  'o f th e g lo ry  o f h is g ra ce,' v er. 11, a n d  5 , 6 . A n d  p red estin a tio n
fa lls o u t, n o t a cco rd in g  to  o u r ca rria g e, b u t a cco rd in g  to  th e p u rp o se o f
h im  w h o  'w o rk s a ll th in g s' th a t h e w o rk s, 'a fter th e co u n sel o f h is o w n
w ill,' w ith o u t co n su ltin g  o u r w ill, A n d  if y o u  in q u ire w h a t a re th ese 'a ll
th in g s,' certa in ly  w e m u st ta k e it sim p ly  fo r a ll th in g s th a t a re a t a ll, o r
h a v e a n y  rea l b ein g : h is p o w er, h is h a n d  m u st b e in  it, a n d  th a t a cco rd in g
to  h is o w n  co u n sel, w ith o u t resp ect h a d  to  th e crea tu re's w ill, a cco rd in g
to  h is o w n  g o o d  p lea su re, v er. 5 , 11. H e h a d  n o  so o n er a  th o u g h t o f
w o rk in g  a n d  m a k in g  m a n , b u t th is p u rp o se w a s in  it, to  m a k e su ch  m en
to  th e p ra ise o f h is g lo rio u s g ra ce, a n d  to  fo re-o rd a in  th em  to  a n
in h erita n ce, a n d  o th ers to  m a k e o r fit th em  fo r d estru ctio n , a s th e tex t,
R o m . ix . 2 2 , b ea rs. H erein  th e g rea t a n d  u n sea rch a b le w isd o m  o f G o d
a p p ea rs to  b e a  g rea t d ep th , th a t w h en  h e h a th  a  th o u g h t o f m a k in g  su ch
a  v essel, h e h a th  th is p u rp o se in  th e b o so m  o f it, w h a t u se it sh a ll b e fo r,
w h eth er fo r h o n o u r o r d ish o n o u r; a n d  a cco rd in g ly , in  h is co u n sel, h e
p rep a res it eith er to  g lo ry  o r d estru ctio n , a n d  in  tim e m a k es it fit fo r its
u se, eith er b y  sin  o r g ra ce. H ere is th e d ep th  th a t ca n n o t b e so u n d ed  b y
m o rta l m en . 'O  th e d ep th  o f th e rich es b o th  o f h is w isd o m  a n d
k n o w led g e! H o w  u n sea rch a b le a re h is ju d g m en ts, a n d  h is w a y s p a st
fin d in g  o u t!' T h e w h o le ten o r o f th e S crip tu res sh o w s th a t h is m a jesty  w a s
n o t su rp rised  a n d  ta k en  a t u n a w a res b y  A d a m 's fa ll, b u t th a t it fell o u t
a cco rd in g  to  th e d eterm in a te co u n sel o f h is w ill. If h e k n ew  it, a n d
su ffered  it to  b e, certa in ly  h e p erm itted  it, b eca u se h e w illed  it sh o u ld  b e
so ; a n d  w h y  m a y  h e n o t d eterm in e th a t in  h is h o ly  co u n sel w h ich  h is
w isd o m  ca n  d isa b u se to  th e m o st g lo rio u s en d  th a t ca n  b e? W h y  m a y  n o t
h e d ecree su ch  a  fa ll, w h o  o u t o f m a n 's ru in s ca n  erect su ch  a  g lo rio u s
th ro n e fo r h is g ra ce a n d  ju stice to  triu m p h  in to ? It is m o re fo r th e g lo ry  o f
h is in fin ite w isd o m , to  b rin g  g o o d , a n d  su ch  a  g o o d  o u t o f ev il, th a n  o n ly
to  p erm it th a t g o o d  sh o u ld  b e.

T h en  su ch  d o ctrin e is rep u g n a n t to  th e L o rd 's a b so lu te p o w er a n d
so v ereig n ty , w h ich  is P a u l's sa n ctu a ry , w h ith er h e flies u n to  a s a  su re
refu g e, fro m  th e stro k e o r b la st o f ca rn a l rea so n . 'H a th  n o t th e p o tter
p o w er o v er th e cla y , o f th e sa m e lu m p  to  m a k e o n e v essel to  h o n o u r, a n d
a n o th er to  d ish o n o u r?' v er. 2 1. H a th  n o t th e L o rd  m o re a b so lu te
d o m in io n  o v er u s, th a n  th e p o tter h a th  o v er th e cla y , fo r th e p o tter m a d e
n o t th e cla y , b u t th e L o rd  h a th  m a d e u s o f n o th in g ? so  th a t sim p ly  a n d



a b so lu tely  w e a re h is, a n d  n o t o u r o w n , a n d  so  h e h a th  a n  a b so lu te rig h t
to  m a k e a n y  u se o f u s h e p lea ses, w ith o u t co n su ltin g  o u r w ills a n d
d eserv in g s. C a n  a n y  m a n  q u a rrel h im  fo r p rep a rin g  h im  to  d estru ctio n ,
seein g  h e o w es n o th in g  to  a n y  m a n , b u t m a y  d o  w ith  h is o w n  w h a t h e
p lea ses? W h a t if G o d , w illin g  to  m a k e k n o w n  h is p o w er, a n d  ju stice, a n d
w ra th , h a v e fitted  a n d  p rep a red  so m e v essels fo r d estru ctio n , w ith  w h ich
in  tim e h e b ea rs m u ch , a n d  fo rb ea rs lo n g , u sin g  m u ch  p a tien ce to w a rd s
th em , v er. 2 2 . C a n  a n y  m a n  ch a llen g e h im  fo r it? A n d  w h a t if G o d , w illin g
to  m a k e k n o w n  th e rich es o f h is g ra ce, h a v e p rep a red  so m e v essels to
g lo ry , sh a ll a n y  m a n 's ey e b e ev il b eca u se h e is g o o d ? v er. 2 3 . S h a ll m a n
b e left to  b e h is o w n  d isp o ser, a n d  th e sh a p er o f h is o w n  fo rtu n e? S u re it
w a s n o t so  w ith  E sa u  a n d  J a co b : th ey  w ere a lik e in  th e w o m b . If th ere w a s
a n y  p rero g a tiv e, E sa u  th e eld est h a d  it, - th ey  h a d  d o n e n eith er g o o d  n o r
ev il. W h a t d ifferen ce w a s th en  b etw een  th em  to  ca st th e b a la n ce o f h is
w ill? C a n  y o u  im a g in e a n y ? In d eed  ca rn a l rea so n  w ill sa y  th a t G o d
fo rek n ew  w h a t th ey  w o u ld  d o , a n d  so  h e ch o se o r rejected  th em . B u t, w h y
d o th  n o t th e a p o stle a n sw er th u s u n to  th a t o b jectio n  o f u n rig h teo u sn ess
in  G o d ? v er. 14 . It h a d  b een  rea d y  a n d  p la in . B u t ra th er h e o p p o ses th e
w ill a n d  ca llin g  o f G o d , to  a ll w o rk s p a st o r to  co m e. H e g iv es n o  a n sw er
b u t th is, 'h e w ill h a v e m ercy  b eca u se h e w ill h a v e m ercy ;' th a t is th e
su p rem e ru le o f rig h teo u sn ess, a n d  h ith erto  m u st w e flee, a s th e su rest
a n ch o r o f o u r h o p e a n d  sta b ility . O u r sa lv a tio n  d ep en d s n o t o n  o u r
w illin g  o r ru n n in g , o n  o u r reso lv in g  o r d o in g , b u t u p o n  th is p rim itiv e
g o o d  p lea su re a n d  w ill o f G o d , o n  w h ich  h a n g s o u r w illin g  a n d  ru n n in g
a n d  o b ta in in g . It is certa in ly  a n  u n o rd erly  o rd er, to  flee u n to  th a t in  m en ,
fo r th e ca u se o f G o d 's etern a l co u n sels, w h ich  o n ly  flo w s fro m  h is etern a l
co u n sel, E p h . i. 4 . H a th  h e ch o sen  u s b eca u se h e d id  fo rek n o w  th a t w e
w o u ld  b e h o ly , a n d  w ith o u t b la m e, a s m en  th in k ? O r h a th  h e n o t ra th er
ch o sen  u s to  b e h o ly  a n d  w ith o u t b la m e? H e ca n n o t b eh o ld  a n y  g o o d  o r
ev il in  th e crea tu res, till h is w ill p a ss a  sen ten ce u p o n  it; fo r fro m  w h en ce
sh o u ld  it co m e?

S eein g  th en  th is o rd er a n d  co n triv a n ce o f G o d 's p u rp o se is b u t feig n ed , it
seem s to  so m e th a t th e v ery  co n tra ry  m eth o d  w ere m o re su ita b le ev en  to
th e ru les o f w isd o m . Y o u  k n o w  w h a t is first in  m en 's in ten tio n  is la st in
ex ecu tio n . T h e en d  is first in  th eir m in d , th en  th e m ea n s to  co m p a ss th a t
en d . B u t in  p ra ctice a g a in , m en  fa ll first u p o n  th e m ea n s, a n d  b y  th em



co m e a t len g th  to  a tta in  th eir en d ; th erefo re th o se w h o  w o u ld  h a v e th a t
first, a s it w ere, in  G o d 's m in d , w h ich  h e d o th  first, d o  ev en  cro ss
co m m o n  ru les o f rea so n  in  h u m a n  a ffa irs. It w o u ld  seem  th en , sa y  so m e,
th a t th is m eth o d  m ig h t d o  w ell; th a t w h a t is la st in  h is ex ecu tio n , w a s first
in  h is p u rp o se, a n d  b y  h im  in ten d ed  a s th e en d  o f w h a t h e d o th  first, a n d
so  so m e d o  ra n k  h is d ecrees; th a t h e h a d  first a  th o u g h t o f g lo rify in g  m a n ,
a n d  to  a tta in  th is en d  h e p u rp o sed  to  g iv e h im  g ra ce, a n d  fo r th is p u rp o se
to  su ffer h im  to  fa ll, a n d  fo r a ll to  crea te h im . B u t w e m u st n o t lo o k  th u s
u p o n  it eith er. It w ere a  fo o lish  a n d  rid icu lo u s co u n sel, u n b eseem in g  th e
p o o r w isd o m  o f m a n , to  p u rp o se th e g lo rify in g  o f m a n  w h o m  h e h a d  n o t
y et d eterm in ed  to  crea te. T h erefo re w e sh o u ld  a lw a y s h a v e it in  o u r m in d
th a t th e g rea t en d  a n d  p ro ject o f a ll is th e g lo ry  o f h is m ercy  a n d  ju stice
u p o n  m en ; a n d  th is w e m a y  co n ceiv e is first in  o rd er, n eith er m en 's life
n o r d ea th , b u t G o d 's g lo ry  to  b e m a n ifested  u p o n  m en . N o w , to  a tta in  th is
g lo rio u s en d , w ith  o n e in clin a tio n  o r d eterm in a tio n  o f h is w ill, n o t to  b e
d istin g u ish ed  o r sev ered , h e co n d escen d s u p o n  a ll th a t is d o n e in  tim e, a s
o n e co m p lete a n d  en tire m ea n  o f g lo rify in g  h im self, so  th a t o n e o f th em  is
n o t b efo re a n o th er in  h is m in d , b u t a lto g eth er. F o r a tta in in g  th is, h e
p u rp o ses to  crea te m a n . H e o rd a in s th e fa ll o f a ll m en  in to  a  sta te o f sin
a n d  m isery ; a n d  so m e o f th o se, u p o n  w h o m  h e h a d  reso lv ed  to  sh o w  h is
m ercy , h e g iv es th em  to  C h rist to  b e red eem ed , a n d  resto red  b y  g ra ce;
o th ers, h e fo re-o rd a in s th em  to  d estru ctio n ; a n d  a ll th is a t o n ce, w ith o u t
a n y  su ch  o rd er a s w e im a g in e. N o w  th o u g h  h e in ten d  a ll th is a t o n ce a n d
to g eth er, y et it d o th  n o t h en ce fo llo w  th a t a ll th ese m u st b e ex ecu ted
to g eth er. A s w h en  a  m a n  in ten d s to  b u ild  a  h o u se fo r h is o w n
a cco m m o d a tio n , th ere a re m a n y  th in g s in  th e h o u se u p o n  w h ich  h e h a th
n o t sev era l p u rp o ses; b u t y et th ey  m u st b e sev era lly , a n d  in  so m e o rd er
d o n e. F irst th e fo u n d a tio n  la id ; th en  th e w a lls ra ised ; th en  th e ro o f p u t
o n ; y et b e d id  n o t in ten d  th e fo u n d a tio n  to  b e fo r th e w a lls, o r th e w a lls
fo r th e ro o f, b u t a lto g eth er fo r h im self. E v en  so  th e L o rd  p u rp o ses to
g lo rify  h is m ercy  a n d  ju stice u p o n  a  certa in  n u m b er o f p erso n s, a n d  fo r
th is en d  to  g iv e th em  a  b ein g , to  g o v ern  th eir fa llin g  in to  m isery , to  ra ise
so m e o u t o f it b y  a  M ed ia to r, a n d  to  lea v e so m e in to  it to  d estru ctio n ; a n d
a ll th is a s o n e en tire m ea n  to  illu stra te h is g lo rio u s m ercy  a n d  ju stice. B u t
th ese th in g s th em selv es m u st b e d o n e n o t a ll a t o n ce, b u t o n e b efo re
a n o th er, eith er a s th eir o w n  n a tu re req u ires, o r a s h e p lea ses. T h e v ery
n a tu re o f th e th in g  req u ires th a t m a n  b e crea ted  b efo re h e sin ; th a t h e sin



a n d  fa ll b efo re a  M ed ia to r su ffer fo r h is sin ; th a t h e h a v e a  b ein g  b efo re
h e h a v e a  g lo rio u s b ein g ; a n d  th a t h e h a v e a  sin fu l a n d  m isera b le b ein g ,
b efo re h e h a v e th is g lo rio u s a n d  g ra cio u s b ein g  w h ich  m a y  m a n ifest th e
g ra ce a n d  m ercy  o f G o d . B u t it is th e p lea su re o f th e L o rd  th a t d eterm in es
in  w h a t tim e a n d  o rd er C h rist sh a ll su ffer, eith er b efo re o r a fter th e
co n v ersio n  o f sin n ers, o r w h eth er sin n ers sh a ll b e p resen tly  in sta ted  in
g lo ry , a n d  p erfectly  d eliv ered  fro m  a ll sin  a t th eir first co n v ersio n , o r o n ly
in  p a rt d u rin g  th is life.

S eein g  th en  th is w a s h is m a jesty 's p u rp o se, to  m a k e so  m a n y  v essels o f
h o n o u r, u p o n  w h o m  h e m ig h t g lo rify  th e rich es o f h is g ra ce a n d  m ercy ;
a n d  so  m a n y  'v essels o f w ra th ,' u p o n  w h o m  h e m ig h t sh o w  th e p o w er o f
h is a n g er; y o u  m a y  th in k  w h a t n eed ed  a ll th is b u sin ess o f m a n 's
red em p tio n . M ig h t n o t G o d  h a v e eith er p reserv ed  so  m a n y  a s h e h a d
a p p o in ted  to  g lo ry  fro m  fa llin g  in to  sin  a n d  m isery ; o r a t lea st h a v e freely
p a rd o n ed  th eir sin  w ith o u t a n y  sa tisfa ctio n ; a n d  o u t o f th e ex ceed in g
rich es o f h is m ercy  a n d  p o w er, h a v e a s w ell n o t im p u ted  sin  to  th em  a t a ll,
a s im p u ted  th eir sin s to  C h rist, w h o  w a s n o t g u ilty ? W h a t n eed ed  h is
g iv in g  so  m a n y  to  th e S o n , a n d  th e S o n 's receiv in g  th em ? W h a t n eed ed
th ese m y steries o f in ca rn a tio n , o f red em p tio n , seein g  h e m ig h t h a v e d o n e
a ll th is sim p ly  w ith o u t so  m u ch  p a in s a n d  ex p en se? W h y  d id  h e ch o o se
th is w a y ? In d eed , th a t is th e w o n d er; a n d  if th ere w ere n o  m o re en d  fo r it,
b u t to  co n fo u n d  m o rta lity  th a t d a re a sk  h im  w h a t h e d o th , it is en o u g h .
S h o u ld  h e b e ca lled  d o w n  to  th e b a r o f h u m a n  rea so n , to  g iv e a n  a cco u n t
o f h is m a tters? 'W h o  h a th  k n o w n  th e m in d  o f th e L o rd , o r, b ein g  h is
co u n sello r, h a th  ta u g h t h im ,' th a t is in  th e d ep th s o f h is u n sea rch a b le
u n d ersta n d in g , th a t h e ch o se to  g o  th is ro u n d , a n d  to  co m p a ss h is en d  b y
su ch  a  stra n g e circu it o f m ea n s, w h en  h e m ig h t h a v e d o n e it sim p ly  a n d
d irectly  w ith o u t so  m u ch  p a in s? Y et it is n o t so  h id d en , b u t h e h a th
rev ea led  a s m u ch  a s m a y  sa tisfy  o r silen ce a ll flesh . F o r w e m u st co n sid er,
th a t h is g rea t p ro ject is n o t sim p ly  to  m a n ifest th e g lo ry  o f h is g o o d n ess,
b u t o f h is g ra cio u s a n d  m ercifu l g o o d n ess, th e m o st ten d er a n d  ex cellen t
o f a ll; a n d  th erefo re m a n  m u st b e m isera b le, sin fu l, a n d  v ile, th a t th e
rich es o f h is g ra ce m a y  a p p ea r in  ch o o sin g  a n d  sa v in g  su ch  p erso n s. B u t
th a t it m a y  a p p ea r a lso  h o w  ex cellen t h e co u ld  m a k e m a n , a n d  h o w  v a in
a ll crea ted  p erfectio n s a re, b ein g  left to  th em selv es, th erefo re h e first
m a d e m a n  rig h teo u s, a n d  b ein g  fa llen  in to  sin  a n d  m isery , h e m ig h t



stra ig h tw a y  h a v e resto red  h im  w ith o u t m o re a d o . B u t h is p u rp o se w a s to
g iv e a n  ex a ct d em o n stra tio n  o f m ercy , tem p ered  a n d  m ix ed  w ith  ju stice;
a n d  th erefo re h e fin d s o u t th e sa tisfa ctio n  in  h is etern a l co u n sel, 'I h a v e
fo u n d  a  ra n so m .' A n d  so  h e ch o o ses J esu s C h rist to  b e th e h ea d  o f th ese
ch o sen  so u ls, in  w h o m  th ey  m ig h t b e a g a in  resto red  u n to  etern a l life. A n d
th ese so u ls, h e, in  h is ev erla stin g  p u rp o se, g iv es o v er to  th e S o n  to  b e
red eem ed , a n d  th ese th e S o n  receiv es. A n d  th u s th e g lo ry  o f m ercy  a n d
ju stice sh in es m o st b rig h tly , y ea , m o re b rig h tly , th a n  if h e h a d  a t first
p a rd o n ed . O  h o w  d o th  h is lo v e a n d  m ercy  a p p ea r, th a t h e w ill tra n sfer
o u r sin s u p o n  h is h o ly  S o n , a n d  a ccep t th a t red em p tio n  fo r u s; a n d  h is
ju stice, th a t a  red em p tio n  a n d  p rice h e m u st h a v e, ev en  fro m  h is S o n ,
w h en  o n ce h e co m es in  th e stea d  o f sin n ers! A n d  in  th is p o in t d o  th e
so n g s o f etern ity  co n cen tre.

L E C T U R E  X V I. 
O F  P R E D E S T IN A T IO N .

R O M . 11.2 2 . - "W hat if God, w illing to show  his w rath, and to m ake his
pow er know n, endured w ith m uch long-suffering the vessels of w rath
fitted to destruction."

E P H . 1.11. - "In w hom  also w e have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him  w ho w orketh all things
after the counsel of his ow n w ill."

W e a re n o w  u p o n  a  h ig h  su b ject; h ig h  in d eed  fo r a n  em in en t a p o stle,
m u ch  m o re a b o v e o u r rea ch . T h e v ery  co n sid era tio n  o f G o d 's in fin ite
w isd o m  m ig h t a lo n e su ffice to  restra in  o u r lim ited  th o u g h ts, a n d  serv e to
so b er o u r m in d s w ith  th e ch a llen g e o f o u r o w n  ig n o ra n ce a n d  d a rk n ess;
y et th e v a in  a n d  w ick ed  m in d  o f m a n  w ill n eed s q u a rrel w ith  G o d , a n d
en ter th e lists o f d isp u ta tio n  w ith  h im , a b o u t h is rig h teo u sn ess a n d
w isd o m  in  th e co u n sel o f electio n  a n d  rep ro b a tio n : 'B u t, O  m a n , w h o  a rt
th o u  th a t rep liest a g a in st G o d ,' o r d isp u test? v er. 2 0 . T h is is a  th in g  n o t to
b e d isp u ted , b u t b eliev ed ; a n d  if y e w ill b eliev e n o  m o re th a n  y e ca n
co m p reh en d  b y  sen se o r rea so n , th en  y e g iv e h is m a jesty  n o  m o re cred it
th a n  to  w ea k  m o rta l m a n . W h a tev er secret th o u g h ts d o  rise u p  in  th y
h ea rt w h en  th o u  h ea rest o f G o d 's fo reo rd a in in g  m en  to  etern a l life,



w ith o u t p rev io u s fo resig h t o r co n sid era tio n  o f th eir d o in g s, a n d  p rep a rin g
m en  to  etern a l w ra th , fo r th e p ra ise o f h is ju stice, w ith o u t p rev io u s
co n sid era tio n  o f th eir d eserv in g s, a n d  p a ssin g  a  d efin itiv e sen ten ce u p o n
th e en d  o f a ll m en , b efo re th ey  d o  eith er g o o d  o r ev il; w h en ev er a n y  secret
su rm ises rise in  th y  h ea rt a g a in st th is, lea rn  to  a n sw er th u s; en ter n o t th e
lists o f d isp u ta tio n  w ith  co rru p t rea so n , b u t p u t in  th is b rid le o f th e fea r
o f G o d 's g rea tn ess, a n d  th e co n scio u sn ess o f th y  o w n  b a sen ess, a n d
la b o u r to  restra in  th y  u n d a u n ted  a n d  w ild  m in d  b y  it. P o n d er th a t w ell,
w h o  th o u  a rt w h o  d isp u test; w h o  G o d  is, a g a in st w h o m  th o u  d isp u test -
a n d  if th o u  h a v e sp o k en  o n ce, th o u  w ilt sp ea k  n o  m o re - w h a t th o u  a rt,
w h o  is a s cla y  fo rm ed  o u t o f n o th in g ; w h a t h e is, w h o  is th e fo rm er; a n d
h a th  n o t th e p o tter p o w er o v er th e cla y ? C o n sid er b u t h o w  g rea t
w ick ed n ess it is so  m u ch  a s to  q u estio n  h im , o r a sk  a n  a cco u n t o f h is
m a tters. A fter y o u  h a v e fo u n d  h is w ill to  b e th e ca u se o f a ll th in g s, th en  to
in q u ire fa rth er in to  a  ca u se o f h is w ill, w h ich  is a lo n e th e self-ru le o f
rig h teo u sn ess, is to  seek  so m eth in g  a b o v e h is w ill, a n d  to  red u ce h is
m a jesty  in to  th e o rd er o f crea tu res. It is m o st a b o m in a b le u su rp a tio n  a n d
sa crileg e, fo r it b o th  ro b s h im  o f h is ro y a l p rero g a tiv e, a n d  in sta tes th e
b a se fo o tsto o l in to  h is th ro n e; b u t k n o w , th a t certa in ly  G o d  w ill o v erco m e
w h en  h e is ju d g ed , P sa l. l. 6 . If th o u  ju d g e h im , h e w ill co n d em n  th ee; if
th o u  o p p u g n  h is a b so lu te a n d  h o ly  d ecrees, h e w ill h o ld  th ee fa st b o u n d
b y  th em  to  th y  co n d em n a tio n ; h e n eed s n o  o th er d efen ce b u t to  ca ll o u t
th y  o w n  co n scien ce a g a in st th ee, a n d  b in d  th ee o v er to  d estru ctio n .
T h erefo re, a s o n e sa ith  w ell, "L et th e ra sh n ess o f m en  b e restra in ed  fro m
seek in g  th a t w h ich  is n o t, lest p era d v en tu re th ey  fin d  th a t w h ich  is." S eek
n o t a  rea so n  o f h is p u rp o ses, lest p era d v en tu re th o u  fin d  th y  o w n  d ea th
a n d  d a m n a tio n  in fo ld ed  in  th em .

P a u l m en tio n s tw o  o b jectio n s o f ca rn a l a n d  flesh ly  w isd o m  a g a in st th is
d o ctrin e o f electio n  a n d  rep ro b a tio n , w h ich  in d eed  co n ta in  th e su m  o f a ll
th a t is v en ted  a n d  in v en ted  ev en  to  th is d a y , to  d efile th e sp o tless tru th  o f
G o d . A ll th e w h isp erin g s o f m en  ten d  to  o n e o f th ese tw o , - eith er to
ju stify  th em selv es, o r to  a ccu se G o d  o f u n rig h teo u sn ess; a n d  sh a ll a n y  d o
it a n d  b e g u iltless? I co n fess, so m e o p p o se th is d o ctrin e, n o t so  m u ch  o u t
o f a n  in ten tio n  o f a ccu sin g  G o d , a s o u t o f a  p rep o stero u s a n d  ig n o ra n t
zea l fo r G o d ; ev en  a s J o b 's frien d s d id  sp ea k  m u ch  fo r G o d . N a y , b u t it
w a s n o t w ell sp o k en , th ey  d id  b u t sp ea k  w ick ed ly  fo r h im . S o m e sp ea k



m u ch  to  th e d efen ce o f h is rig h teo u sn ess a n d  h o lin ess, a n d , u n d er
p reten ce o f th a t p lea , m a k e it in co n sisten t w ith  th ese to  fo re-o rd a in  to  life
o r d ea th  w ith o u t th e fo resig h t o f th eir ca rria g e; b u t sh a ll th ey  sp ea k
w ick ed ly  fo r G o d , o r w ill h e a ccep t th eir p erso n ? H e w h o  lo o k s in to  th e
secrets o f th e h ea rt, k n o w s th e rise a n d  b o tto m  o f su ch  d efen ces a n d
a p o lo g ies fo r h is h o lin ess to  b e p a rtly  self-lo v e, p a rtly  n a rro w  a n d  lim ited
th o u g h ts o f h im , d ra w in g  h im  d o w n  to  th e d eterm in a tio n s o f h is o w n
g rea test en em y , ca rn a l rea so n . S in ce m en  w ill a scrib e to  h im  n o
rig h teo u sn ess, b u t su ch  a n  o n e o f th eir o w n  sh a p in g , a n d  co n fo rm ed  to
th eir o w n  m o d el, d o  th ey  n o t in d eed  ro b  h im  o f h is h o lin ess a n d
rig h teo u sn ess?

I fin d  tw o  o r th ree o b jectio n s w h ich  m a y  b e red u ced  to  th is h ea d . F irst, it
seem s u n rig h teo u sn ess w ith  G o d , to  p red estin a te m en  to  etern a l d ea th ,
w ith o u t th eir o w n  ev il d eserv in g , o r a n y  fo reth o u g h t o f it, - th a t b efo re
a n y  m a n  h a d  a  b ein g , G o d  sh o u ld  h a v e b een  in  h is co u n sel fittin g  so  m a n y
to  d estru ctio n . Is it n o t a  stra n g e m o ck in g  o f th e crea tu res, to  p u n ish
th em  fo r th a t sin  a n d  co rru p tio n , u n to  w h ich  b y  h is etern a l co u n sel th ey
w ere fo re-o rd a in ed ? T h is is ev en  th a t w h ich  P a u l o b jects to  h im self, 'Is
th ere u n rig h teo u sn ess w ith  G o d ?' Is it n o t u n rig h teo u sn ess to  h a te E sa u
b efo re h e d eserv es it? Is h e n o t u n rig h teo u s, to  a d ju d g e h im  to  d ea th
b efo re h e d o  ev il? v er. 14 . L et P a u l a n sw er fo r u s, 'G o d  fo rb id !' W h y , th ere
n eed s n o  m o re a n sw er, b u t a ll th o u g h ts o r w o rd s w h ich  m a y  in  th e lea st
reflect u p o n  h is h o lin ess a re a b o m in a tio n . T h o u g h  w e co u ld  n o t tell h o w
it is rig h teo u s a n d  h o ly  w ith  h im  to  d o  it, y et th is w e m u st h o ld , th a t it is.
It is h is o w n  p ro p erty  to  co m p reh en d  th e rea so n  o f h is co u n sels; it is o u r
d u ty  to  b eliev e w h a t h e rev ea ls o f th em , w ith o u t fa rth er in q u iry . H e tells
u s, th a t th u s it is clea rly  in  th is ch a p ter; th is fa r th en  w e m u st b eliev e. H e
tells u s n o t h o w  it is; th en  fa rth er w e sh o u ld  n o t d esire to  lea rn . G o d , in
k eep in g  silen ce o f th a t, m a y  p u t u s to  silen ce, a n d  m a k e u s co n ceiv e th a t
th ere is a  d ep th  to  b e a d m ired , n o t so u n d ed . Y et h e g o eth  a  little fa rth er,
a n d  in d eed  a s h ig h  a s ca n  b e, to  G o d 's w ill - 'H e h a th  m ercy  o n  w h o m  h e
w ill, a n d  w h o m  h e w ill h e h a rd en eth .' N o w , fu rth er h e ca n n o t g o , fo r
th ere is n o th in g  a b o v e th is. W e m a y  d escen d  fro m  th is, b u t w e ca n n o t
a scen d , o r rise a b o v e it. B u t is th is a n y  a n sw er to  th e a rg u m en t? A
so p h ister co u ld  p ress it fu rth er, a n d  ta k e a d v a n ta g e fro m  th a t v ery
g ro u n d  - W h a t! is n o t th is to  esta b lish  a  m ere ty ra n n y  in  th e L o rd ; th a t h e



d o eth  a ll th in g s o f m ere w ill a n d  p lea su re, d istrib u tes rew a rd s a n d
p u n ish m en ts w ith o u t p rev io u s co n sid era tio n  o f m en 's ca rria g e? B u t h ere
w e m u st sta n d , a n d  g o  n o  fa rth er th a n  th e scrip tu res w a lk  w ith  u s.
W h a tev er rea so n s o r ca u ses m a y  b e a ssig n ed , y et certa in ly  w e m u st a t
len g th  co m e u p  h ith er. A ll th in g s a re, b eca u se h e so  w illed ; a n d  w h y
w illed  w e sh o u ld  n o t a sk  a  rea so n , b eca u se h is w ill is su p rem e rea so n ,
a n d  th e v ery  self-ru le o f a ll rig h teo u sn ess. T h erefo re if w e o n ce k n o w  h is
w ill, w e sh o u ld  p resen tly  co n clu d e th a t it is m o st rig h teo u s a n d  h o ly . If
th a t ev a sio n  o f th e fo rek n o w led g e o f m en 's sin s a n d  im p en iten cy  h a d
b een  fo u n d  so lid , certa in ly  P a u l w o u ld  h a v e a n sw ered  so , a n d  n o t h a v e
h a d  h is refu g e to  th e a b so lu te w ill a n d  p lea su re o f G o d , w h ich  seem  to
p erp lex  it m o re. B u t h e k n ew  w ell th a t th ere co u ld  n o th in g  o f th a t k in d ,
w h eth er g o o d  o r ev il, eith er a ctu a lly  b e w ith o u t h is w ill o r b e to  co m e
w ith o u t th e d eterm in a tio n  o f th e sa m e w ill, a n d  so  co u ld  n o t b e fo reseen
w ith o u t th e co u n sel o f h is w ill u p o n  it; a n d  th erefo re it h a d  b een  b u t a
p o o r sh ift to  h a v e refu g e to  th a t sta rtin g -h o le o f fo rek n o w led g e, o u t o f
w h ich  h e m u st p resen tly  flee to  th e w ill a n d  p lea su re o f G o d , a n d  so  h e
b eta k es h im  stra ig h tw a y  to  th a t h e m u st h o ld  a t, a n d  o p p o ses th a t w ill to
m a n 's d o in g s. 'It is n o t o f h im  th a t w illeth , n o r o f h im  th a t ru n n eth , b u t o f
G o d  th a t sh o w eth  m ercy .' If h e h a d  m ea n t o n ly  th a t J a co b  a n d  E sa u  h a d
a ctu a lly  d o n e n eith er g o o d  o r ev il, h e n eed ed  n o t retu rn  to  th e sa n ctu a ry
o f G o d 's w ill, fo r still it m ig h t b e sa id , it is o f h im  th a t ru n s a n d  w ills a n d
n o t o f G o d 's w ill a s th e first o rig in a l; b eca u se th eir g o o d  a n d  ev il fo reseen
d id  m o v e h im  to  su ch  lo v e a n d  h a tred . It is a ll a lik e o f w o rk s o f m en ,
w h eth er th ese w o rk s b e p resen t o r to  co m e: th erefo re I w o u ld  a d v ise
ev ery  o n e o f y o u , w h a tev er y e co n ceiv e o f h is ju d g m en t o r m ercy , if h e
h a v e sh o w ed  m ercy  to  y o u , O  th en  rest n o t in  th y self, b u t a rise a n d
a scen d  till th o u  co m e to  th e h eig h t o f h is etern a l free p u rp o se! A n d  if th o u
co n ceiv e th y  sin , a n d  m isery , a n d  ju d g m en t, th o u  m a y est g o  u p  a lso  to  h is
h o ly  co u n sels, fo r th e g lo ry  o f h is n a m e, a n d  silen ce th y self w ith  th em .
B u t it sh a ll b e m o st ex p ed ien t fo r th ee in  th e th o u g h t o f th y  m iseries, to
retu rn  a lw a y s w ith in , a n d  sea rch  th e co rru p tio n  o f th y  n a tu re, w h ich  m a y
a lo n e m a k e th ee h a tefu l en o u g h  to  G o d . If th o u  sea rch  th y  o w n
co n scien ce, it w ill sto p  th y  m o u th , a n d  m a k e th ee g u ilty  b efo re G o d . L et
n o t th e th o u g h t o f h is etern a l co u n sels d im in ish  th e co n v ictio n  o f th y
g u ilt, o r th e h a tred  o f th y self fo r sin  a n d  co rru p tio n ; b u t d w ell m o re
co n sta n tly  u p o n  th is, b eca u se th o u  a rt ca lled  a n d  co m m a n d ed  so  to  d o .



O n e th in g  rem a in s fix ed , - th o u g h  h e h a th  fo re-o rd a in ed  m a n  to  d ea th ,
y et n o n e sh a ll b e d a m n ed  till h is co n scien ce b e fo rced  to  sa y , th a t h e is
w o rth y  o f it a  th o u sa n d  tim es.

T h ere is a n o th er w h isp erin g  a n d  su g g estio n  o f th e w ick ed  h ea rts o f m en
a g a in st th e p red estin a tio n  o f G o d , w h ich  in sin u a tes th a t G o d  is a n
a ccep ter o f p erso n s, a n d  so  a ccu ses h im  o f p a rtia l a n d  u n rig h teo u s
d ea lin g , b eca u se h e d ea ls n o t eq u a lly  w ith  a ll m en . D o  y e n o t sa y  th is
w ith in  y o u rselv es - If h e fin d  a ll g u ilty , w h y  d o es h e n o t p u n ish  a ll? W h y
d o es h e sp a re so m e? A n d  if y e lo o k  u p o n  a ll m en  in  h is first a n d  p rim itiv e
th o u g h t o f th em , a s n eith er d o in g  g o o d  n o r ev il, w h y  d o es h e n o t h a v e
m ercy  o n  a ll? B u t is th in e ey e ev il b eca u se h e is g o o d ? M a y  h e n o t d o  w ith
h is o w n  a s h e p lea ses? B eca u se h e is m ercifu l to  so m e so u ls, sh a ll m en  b e
d isp lea sed , a n d  d o  w ell to  b e a n g ry ? O r, b eca u se h e, o f h is o w n  free g ra ce,
ex ten d s it, sh a ll h e b e b o u n d  b y  a  ru le to  d o  so  w ith  a ll? Is n o t h e b o th  ju st
a n d  m ercifu l, a n d  is it n o t m eet th a t b o th  b e sh o w ed  fo rth ? If h e p u n ish
th ee, th o u  ca n st n o t co m p la in , fo r th o u  d eserv est it; if h e sh o w  m ercy ,
w h y  sh o u ld  a n y  q u a rrel, fo r it is free a n d  u n d eserv ed  g ra ce. B y  sa v in g
so m e, h e sh o w s h is g ra ce; b y  d estro y in g  o th ers, h e sh o w s w h a t a ll
d eserv e. G o d  is so  fa r fro m  b ein g  a n  a ccep ter o f p erso n s a cco rd in g  to
th eir q u a lifica tio n s a n d  co n d itio n s, th a t h e fin d s n o th in g  in  a n y  crea tu re
to  ca st th e b a la n ce o f h is ch o ice. If h e d id  ch o o se m en  fo r th eir w o rk s'
sa k e, o r o u tw a rd  p riv ileg es, a n d  refu se o th ers fo r th e w a n t o f th ese, th en
it m ig h t b e ch a rg ed  o n  h im ; b u t h e ra th er g o es o v er a ll th ese, n a y , h e
fin d s n o n e o f th ese. In  h is first v iew  o f m en  h e b eh o ld s th em  a ll a lik e, a n d
n o th in g  to  d eterm in e h is m in d  to  o n e m o re th a n  a n o th er, so  th a t h is
ch o ice p ro ceed eth  w h o lly  fro m  w ith in  h is o w n  b rea st - 'I w ill h a v e m ercy
o n  w h o m  I w ill.'

B u t th en , th ird ly , O u r h ea rts o b ject a g a in st th e rig h teo u sn ess o f G o d ; th a t
th is fa ta l ch a in  o f p red estin a tio n  o v ertu rn s a ll ex h o rta tio n s a n d
p ersu a sio n s to  g o d lin ess, a ll ca re a n d  d ilig en ce in  w ell-d o in g . F o r th u s d o
m a n y  p ro fa n e so u ls co n ceiv e - If h e b e in  o n e m in d , w h o  ca n  tu rn  h im ?
T h en , w h a t n eed  I p ra y , sin ce h e h a s a lrea d y  d eterm in ed  w h a t sh a ll b e,
a n d  w h a t sh a ll b eco m e o f m e? H is p u rp o se w ill ta k e effect w h eth er I p ra y
o r p ra y  n o t; m y  p ra y er w ill n o t m a k e h im  ch a n g e h is m in d ; a n d  if it b e in
h is m in d  h e w ill d o  it; if h e h a th  a p p o in ted  to  sa v e u s, sa v ed  w e sh a ll b e,



liv e a s w e list; if h e h a th  a p p o in ted  u s to  d ea th , d ie w e m u st, liv e a s w e
ca n . T h erefo re m en , in  th is d esp era te esta te, th ro w  th em selv es h ea d lo n g
in to  a ll m a n n er o f in iq u ity , a n d  th a t w ith  q u ietn ess a n d  p ea ce. T h u s d o
m a n y  so u ls p erish  u p o n  th e stu m b lin g -sto n e la id  in  Z io n , a n d  w rest th e
tru th s a n d  co u n sels o f G o d  to  th eir o w n  d estru ctio n , ev en  q u ite co n tra ry
to  th eir tru e in ten t a n d  m ea n in g . P a u l, (E p h . i. 4 .) sp ea k s a n o th er
la n g u a g e - 'H e h a th  ch o sen  u s in  h im , - th a t w e sh o u ld  b e h o ly  a n d
w ith o u t b la m e.' H is etern a l co u n sel o f life is so  fa r fro m  lo o sin g  th e rein s
to  m en 's lu sts, th a t it is th e o n ly  certa in  fo u n d a tio n  o f h o lin ess; it is th e
v ery  sp rin g  a n d  fo u n ta in  fro m  w h en ce o u r sa n ctifica tio n  flo w s b y  a n
in fa llib le co u rse. T h is ch a in  o f G o d 's co u n sels co n cern in g  u s, h a th  a lso
lin k ed  to g eth er th e en d  a n d  th e m ea n s, - g lo ry  a n d  g ra ce, - h a p p in ess a n d
h o lin ess, - th a t th ere is n o  d estro y in g  o f th em . W ith o u t h o lin ess it is
im p o ssib le to  see G o d ; so  th a t th o se w h o  ex p ect th e o n e w ith o u t a n y
d esire o f, a n d  en d ea v o u r a fter th e o th er, th ey  a re u p o n  a  v a in  a ttem p t to
lo o se th e lin k s o f th is etern a l ch a in . It is th e o n ly  etern a l ch o o sin g  lo v e o f
G o d , w h ich  sep a ra ted  so  m a n y  so u ls fro m  th e co m m o n  m isery  o f m en . It
is th a t o n ly  w h ich  in  tim e d o th  a p p ea r, a n d  rise a s it w ere fro m  u n d er
g ro u n d , in  th e strea m s o r fru its o f sa n ctifica tio n . A n d  if th e o rd in a n ce o f
life sta n d , so  sh a ll th e o rd in a n ce o f fru its, J o h n  x v . 16 . E p h . ii. 10 . If h e
h a th  a p p o in ted  th ee to  life, it is certa in  h e h a s a lso  o rd a in ed  th ee to  fru its,
a n d  ch o sen  th ee to  b e h o ly ; so  th a t w h a tev er so u l ca sts b y  th e stu d y  o f
th is, th ere is to o  g ro ss a  b ra n d  o f p erd itio n  u p o n  its fo reh ea d . It is tru e,
a ll is a lrea d y  d eterm in ed  w ith  h im , a n d  h e is in ca p a b le o f a n y  ch a n g e, o r
'sh a d o w  o f tu rn in g .' N o th in g  th en  w a n ts, b u t h e is in  o n e m in d  a b o u t it,
a n d  th y  p ra y er ca n n o t tu rn  h im . Y et a  g o d ly  so u l w ill p ra y  w ith  m o re
co n fid en ce, b eca u se it k n o w s th a t a s h e h a th  d eterm in ed  u p o n  a ll its
w a n ts a n d  receip ts, so  h e h a th  a p p o in ted  th is to  b e th e v ery  w a y  o f
o b ta in in g  w h a t it w a n ts. T h is is th e w a y  o f fa m ilia rity  a n d  g ra ce. H e ta k es
w ith  h is o w n  to  m a k e th em  ca ll; a n d  h e p erfo rm s h is p u rp o se in  a n sw er
to  th eir cry . B u t su p p o se th ere w ere n o th in g  to  b e ex p ected  b y  p ra y er, y et
I sa y , th a t is n o t th e th in g  th o u  sh o u ld st lo o k  to , h u t w h a t is req u ired  o f
th ee, a s th y  d u ty , to  d o  th a t sim p ly  o u t o f reg a rd  to  h is m a jesty , th o u g h
th o u  sh o u ld st n ev er p ro fit b y  it. T h is is tru e o b ed ien ce, to  serv e h im  fo r
h is o w n  p lea su re, th o u g h  w e h a d  n o  ex p ecta tio n  o f a d v a n ta g e b y  it.
C erta in ly  h e d o th  n o t req u ire th y  su p p lica tio n s fo r th is en d , to  m o v e h im ,
a n d  in clin e h is a ffectio n s to w a rd  th ee, b u t ra th er a s a  testim o n y  o f th y



h o m a g e a n d  su b jectio n  to  h im ; th erefo re, th o u g h  th ey  ca n n o t m a k e h im
o f a n o th er m in d  th a n  h e is, o r h a sten  p erfo rm a n ce b efo re h is p u rp o sed
tim e - so  th a t in  rea lity  th ey  h a v e n o  in flu en ce u p o n  h im  - y et in  p ra y in g ,
a n d  p ra y in g  d ilig en tly , th o u  d ecla rest th y  o b lig a tio n  to  h im , a n d  resp ect
to  h is m a jesty , w h ich  is a ll th o u  h a st to  lo o k  to , co m m ittin g  th e ev en t
so lely  to  h is g o o d  p lea su re.

T h e seco n d  o b jectio n  P a u l m en tio n s, ten d s to  ju stify  m en . 'W h y  th en  d o th
h e y et fin d  fa u lt? F o r w h o  h a th  resisted  h is w ill?' S in ce b y  h is w ill h e h a th
ch a in ed  u s w ith  a n  in ev ita b le n ecessity  to  sin , w h a t ca n  w e d o ? M en
ca n n o t w restle w ith  h im ; w h y  th en  d o th  h e co n d em n  a n d  a ccu se th em ?
'B u t w h o  a rt th o u , O  m a n , w h o  d isp u test a g a in st G o d ?' A s if P a u l h a d
sa id , th o u  a rt a  m a n , a n d  so  I a m , w h y  th en  lo o k est th o u  fo r a n  a n sw er
fro m  m e? L et u s ra th er b o th  co n sid er w h o m  w e sp ea k  o f, w h o m  th o u
a ccu sest, a n d  w h o m  I d efen d . It is G o d ; w h a t a rt th o u  th en  to  ch a rg e h im ,
o r w h a t a m  I so  to  clea r h im ? B eliev in g  ig n o ra n ce is b etter th a n
p resu m p tu o u s k n o w led g e, esp ecia lly  in  th o se fo rb id d en  secrets in  w h ich
it is m o re co n cern in g  to  b e ig n o ra n t w ith  fa ith  a n d  a d m ira tio n , th a n  to
k n o w  w ith  p resu m p tio n . D isp u te thou, O  m a n , I w ill w o n d er; rep ly  thou, I
w ill b eliev e! D o th  it b eco m e th ee, th e cla y , to  sp ea k  so  to  th y  F o rm er,
'W h y  h a st th o u  m a d e m e th u s?' L et th e co n sid era tio n  o f th e a b so lu te
rig h t a n d  d o m in io n  o f G o d  o v er u s, - m o re th a n  a n y  crea tu re h a th  o v er
a n o th er, y ea , o r o v er th em selv es, - let th a t restra in  u s, a n d  k eep  u s w ith in
b o u n d s. H e m a y  d o  w ith  u s w h a t h e p lea seth , fo r h is o w n  h o n o u r a n d
p ra ise; b u t it is h is w ill th a t w e sh o u ld  lea v e a ll th e b la m e to  o u rselv es,
a n d  ra th er b eh o ld  th e ev id en t ca u se o f o u r d estru ctio n  in  o u r sin , w h ich  is
n ea rer u s, th a n  to  sea rch  in to  a  secret a n d  in co m p reh en sib le ca u se in
G o d 's co u n sel.

L E C T U R E  X V II.
O F  C R E A T IO N .

H E B . 11.3 . "Through faith w e understand that the w orlds w ere fram ed
by the w ord of God; so that things w hich are seen w ere not m ade of
things w hich do appear."

G E N . 1.1. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."



W  E  a re co m e d o w n  fro m  th e L o rd 's p u rp o ses a n d  d ecrees to  th e
ex ecu tio n  o f th em , w h ich  is p a rtly  in  th e w o rk s o f crea tio n , a n d  p a rtly  in
th e w o rk s o f p ro v id en ce. T h e L o rd  h a v in g  reso lv ed  u p o n  it to  m a n ifest h is
o w n  g lo ry , d id , in  th a t d u e a n d  p red eterm in a te tim e, a p p ly  h is o w n  p o w er
to  th is b u sin ess. H a v in g  in  g rea t w isd o m  co n ceiv ed  a  fra m e o f th e w o rld
in  h is m in d  fro m  a ll etern ity , h e a t len g th  b rin g s it fo rth , a n d  m a k es it
v isib le. W e sh a ll n o t in sist u p o n  th e p a rticu la r sto ry  o f it, a s it is set d o w n
in  g en era l, b u t o n ly  p o in t a t so m e th in g s fo r o u r in stru ctio n .

F irst, Y e see w h o  is th e M a k er o f a ll th in g s, o f w h o m  a ll th in g s v isib le a n d
in v isib le a re,ð it is G o d . A n d  b y  th is h e u seth  to  d istin g u ish  h im self fro m
id o ls, a n d  th e v a n ities o f th e n a tio n s, th a t h e is th a t self-b ein g  w h o  g a v e
a ll th in g s a  b ein g , w h o  m a d e th e h ea v en s a n d  th e ea rth . T h is is ev en  th e
m o st g lo rio u s m a n ifesta tio n  o f a n  in v isib le a n d  etern a l B ein g . T h ese
th in g s th a t a re m a d e, sh o w  h im  fo rth . If a  m a n  w ere tra v ellin g  in to  a  fa r
co u n try , a n d  w a n d ered  in to  a  w ild ern ess w h ere h e co u ld  see n o
in h a b ita n ts, b u t o n ly  h o u ses, v illa g es, a n d  cities b u ilt, h e w o u ld
stra ig h tw a y  co n ceiv e th ere h a th  b een  so m e w o rk m en  a t th is; th is h a th  n o t
b een  d o n e ca su a lly , b u t b y  th e a rt o f so m e rea so n a b le crea tu res. H o w
m u ch  m o re m a y  w e co n ceiv e w h en  w e lo o k  o n  th e fa b ric o f th is w o rld ,ð
h o w  th e h ea v en s a re stretch ed  o u t fo r a  ten t to  co v er th em  th a t d w ell o n
th e ea rth , a n d  th e ea rth  settled  a n d  esta b lish ed  a s a  firm  fo u n d a tio n  fo r
m en  a n d  liv in g  crea tu res to  a b id e o n ,ð h o w  a ll a re d o n e in  w isd o m  a n d
d iscretio n ,ð w e ca n n o t b u t stra ig h tw a y  im a g in e th a t th ere m u st b e so m e
cu rio u s a n d  w ise co n triv er, a n d  m ig h ty  crea to r o f th ese th in g s. It is h ere
sa id , 'T h ro u g h  fa ith  w e u n d ersta n d  th a t th e w o rld s w ere fra m ed .' In d eed
fa ith  o n ly , in  th e w o rd  o f G o d , g iv es tru e a n d  d istin ct u n d ersta n d in g  o f it.
In n u m era b le h a v e b een  th e w a n d erin g s a n d  m ista k es o f th e w ise o f th e
w o rld  a b o u t th is m a tter, w a n tin g  th is la m p  a n d  lig h t o f th e w o rd  o f G o d ,
w h ich  a lo n e g iv es a  tru e a n d  p erfect a cco u n t o f th is th in g . M a n y  stra n g e
d o ta g es a n d  fa n cies h a v e th ey  fa llen  in to ; y et certa in  it is th a t th ere is so
m u ch  o f th e g lo ry  o f G o d  en g ra v en  w ith o u t o n  th e crea tu re, a n d  so  m u ch
rea so n  im p rin ted  o n  th e so u ls o f m en  w ith in , th a t, if it w ere n o t fo r th a t
ju d icia l p la g u e o f th e L o rd 's d a rk en in g  th eir u n d ersta n d in g s, w h o  d o  n o t
g lo rify  h im  in  a s fa r a s th ey  k n o w  h im , n o  m a n  co u ld  serio u sly  a n d
so b erly  co n sid er o n  th e v isib le w o rld , b u t h e w o u ld  b e co n stra in ed  to
co n ceiv e a n  in v isib le G o d . W o u ld  n o t ev ery  o n e th in k  w ith in  h im self,ð a ll



th ese th in g s, so  ex cellen t a s th ey  a re, ca n n o t b e o u t o f ch a n ce, n eith er
co u ld  th ey  m a k e th em selv es, so  th a t o f n ecessity  th ey  m u st o w e w h a t th ey
a re to  so m eth in g  b esid e th em selv es? A n d  o f th is it is certa in , th a t it
ca n n o t h a v e its o rig in a l fro m  a n y  o th er th in g , else th ere sh o u ld  b e n o
en d ; th erefo re it m u st b e so m e S u p rem e B ein g , th a t is fro m  n o  o th er, a n d
o f w h ich  a re a ll th in g s.

B u t n ex t, co n sid er w h en  th ese th in g s w ere m a d e,ð 'In  th e b eg in n in g .' A n d
w h a t b eg in n in g  is th a t? C erta in ly  th e b eg in n in g  o f th e crea tio n , a n d  o f
tim e, to  ex clu d e etern ity . W h a tev er m a y  b e sa id  o f th a t su b tilty , th a t G o d
m ig h t h a v e crea ted  th e w o rld  fro m  a ll etern ity , fo r it a p p ea rs, ev en  in
crea ted  th in g s, th a t th ere is n o  n ecessity  o f th e p reced en t ex isten ce o f th e
ca u se, sin ce in  th e sa m e in sta n t th a t m a n y  th in g s a re b ro u g h t in to  b ein g ,
in  th e sa m e d o  th ey  b rin g  fo rth  th eir effects, a s th e su n  in  th e first in sta n t
o f its crea tio n  d id  illu m in a te; y et certa in ly  w e b eliev e, fro m  th e w o rd  o f
th e L o rd , th a t th e w o rld  is a ctu a lly  b u t o f a  few  th o u sa n d  y ea rs sta n d in g .
S ix  a re n o t y et ru n  o u t sin ce th e first crea tin g  w o rd  w a s sp o k en , a n d  sin ce
th e S p irit o f th e L o rd  m o v ed  u p o n  th e w a ters. A n d  th is w e k n o w  a lso , th a t
if it h a d  p lea sed  h is m a jesty , h e m ig h t h a v e crea ted  th e w o rld  m a n y
th o u sa n d  y ea rs b efo re th a t; so  th a t it m ig h t h a v e b een  a t th is d a y  o f ten
h u n d red  tim es ten  th o u sa n d  y ea rs sta n d in g , a n d  h e m ig h t h a v e g iv en  it a s
m a n y  y ea rs a s th ere a re n u m b ers o f m en  a n d  a n g els, b ea sts, y ea , a n d
p ick les [g ra in s o r p a rticles.ð E  D  .] o f sa n d  u p o n  th e sea  co a st. B u t it w a s
h is g o o d  p lea su re th a t th a t v ery  p o in t o f tim e in  w h ich  it w a s crea ted
sh o u ld  b e th e b eg in n in g  o f tim e; a n d  fro m  th a t h e g iv es u s a  h isto ry  o f th e
w o rld , u p o n  w h ich  th e ch u rch  o f G o d  m a y  rest, a n d  so  seek  n o  o th er g o d
b u t th e G o d  th a t m a d e th ese h ea v en s a n d  ea rth .

T h is w ill n o t sa tisfy  th e u n g o d ly  cu rio sity  a n d  v a n ity  o f m en 's sp irits, w h o
w ill rep ro a ch  th e M a k er fo r n o t a p p ly in g  so o n er to  h is w o rk , a n d  sittin g
id le su ch  a n  im m ea su ra b le sp a ce o f etern ity . M en  w o n d er w h a t h e co u ld
b e d o in g  a ll th a t tim e, if w e m a y  ca ll it tim e w h ich  h a th  n o  b eg in n in g , a n d
h o w  h e w a s em p lo y ed ., I b eseech  y o u , restra in  su ch  th o u g h ts in  y o u  w ith
th e fea r o f h is g lo rio u s a n d  in co m p reh en sib le m a jesty  w h o  g iv es n o
a cco u n t o f h is m a tters! It is en o u g h  th a t th is is h is g o o d  p lea su re to  b eg in
th en ; a n d  h e co n cea ls h is rea so n s, to  p ro v e th e so b riety  o f o u r fa ith , th a t
a ll m en  m a y  lea rn  a n  a b so lu te a n d  sim p le sto o p in g  to  h is m a jesty 's



p lea su re. R em em b er th a t w h ich  a  g o d ly  m a n  a n sw ered  so m e w a n to n
cu rio u s w it, w h o  in  sco rn  d em a n d ed  th e sa m e o f h im ð "H e w a s p rep a rin g
h ell fo r cu rio u s a n d  p ro u d  fo o ls," sa id  h e. L et u s th en  k eep  o u r h ea rts a s
w ith  a  b rid le, a n d  rep ress th eir b o u n d less w a n d erin g s w ith in  b o u n d s, lest
w e, b y  lo o k in g  u p w a rd , b efo re th e b eg in n in g  o f th e w o rld , to  see w h a t
G o d  w a s d o in g , fa ll h ea d lo n g  in to  th e etern a l p it o f d estru ctio n , a n d  in to
th e h a n d s o f th e liv in g  G o d . G o d  h a th  sh o w n  h im self m a rv elo u sly  th ese
six  th o u sa n d  y ea rs in  th e u p h o ld in g  th is w o rld . If w e d id  co n sid er th ese
co n tin u ed  a n d  rep ea ted  testim o n ies o f h is g lo ry , w e sh o u ld  b e
o v erw h elm ed  w ith  w h a t w e fin d , th o u g h  w e sea rch  n o  fa rth er. A n d
su p p o se w e w o u ld  p lea se o u rselv es to  im a g in e th a t it h a d  b een  crea ted
m a n y  y ea rs b efo re, y et th a t d o th  n o t silen ce a n d  sto p  th e in so len ce o f
m en 's m in d s; fo r it a lw a y s m ig h t b e in q u ired , w h a t th e L o rd  w a s d o in g
b efo re th a t tim e. F o r etern ity  is a s im m en su ra b le b efo re th o se m u ltip lied
th o u sa n d s o f y ea rs a s b efo re n a k ed  six . L et o u r im a g in a tio n  sit d o w n  to
su b tra ct fro m  etern ity  a s m a n y  th o u sa n d s a s it ca n  m u ltip ly  b y  a ll th e
v a rieties a n d  n u m b ers in  th e w o rld , y et th ere is n o th in g  a b a ted  fro m
etern ity . It is a s in fin ite in  ex ten t b efo re th a t, a s b efo re th e p resen t six
th o u sa n d ; a n d  y et w e m a y  co n ceiv e th a t th e L o rd  h a th  p u rp o sed  in  th e
b eg in n in g  o f th e w o rld  to  d ecla re m o re m a n ifestly  to  o u r u n d ersta n d in g
h is etern ity , h is self-su fficien cy , a n d  lib erty ;ð h is etern ity , th a t w h en  w e
h ea r o f h o w  sh o rt sta n d in g  th e crea tu re is, w e m a y  g o  u p w a rd  to  G o d
h im self; a n d  h is ev erla stin g  b ein g , b efo re th e fo u n d a tio n s o f it w ere la id ,
m a y  sh in e fo rth  m o re b rig h tly  to  o u r a d m ira tio n , w h en  w e ca n  stretch  o u r
co n cep tio n s so  im m en su ra b ly  a s fa r b ey o n d  th e b eg in n in g  o f th e w o rld :
a n d  y et G o d  is still b ey o n d  th e u tm o st rea ch  o f o u r im a g in a tio n ,ð fo r w h o
ca n  fin d  o u t th e b eg in n in g  o f th a t w h ich  h a th  n o t a  b eg in n in g  to  b e fo u n d
o u t,ð a n d  o u r m o st ex ten d ed  a p p reh en sio n s fa ll in fin itely  sh o rt o f th e
d a y s o f th e A n cien t o f d a y s. O  h o w  g lo rio u s, th en , m u st h is b ein g  b e, a n d
h o w  b o u n d less! H is self-su fficien cy  a n d  p erfectio n  d o th  h erein  a p p ea r,
th a t fro m  su ch  a n  in co n ceiv a b le sp a ce h e w a s a s p erfect a n d  b lessed  in
h im self a s n o w . T h e crea tu res a d d  n o th in g  to  h is p erfectio n  o r
sa tisfa ctio n . H e w a s a s w ell-p lea sed  w ith  h is o w n  a ll-co m p reh en d in g
b ein g , a n d  w ith  th e v ery  th o u g h t a n d  p u rp o se o f m a k in g  th is w o rld , a s
n o w  h e is w h en  it is m a d e. T h e id ea  o f it in  h is m in d  g a v e h im  a s g rea t
co n ten tm en t a s th e w o rk  itself w h en  it is d o n e! O , to  co n ceiv e th is a rig h t,
ð it w o u ld  fill a  so u l w ith  a sto n ish in g  a n d  ra v ish in g  th o u g h ts o f h is



b lessed n ess! P o o r m en  w ea ry  if th ey  b e n o t o n e w a y  o r o th er em p lo y ed
w ith o u t; so  in d ig en t a re a ll crea tu res a t h o m e, th a t th ey  w o u ld  w ea ry  if
th ey  w en t n o t a b ro a d  w ith o u t th em selv es. B u t to  th in k  h o w  a b so lu tely
G o d  is w ell-p lea sed  w ith  h im self, a n d  h o w  a ll im a g in a b le p erfectio n s ca n
a d d  n o th in g  to  h is etern a l self-co m p la cen cy  a n d  d elig h t in  h is o w n  b ein g ,
it w o u ld  certa in ly  ra v ish  a  so u l to  d elig h t in  G o d  a lso . A n d  a s h is self-
su fficien cy  d o th  h erein  a p p ea r, so  h is lib erty  a n d  freed o m  is lik ew ise
m a n ifested  in  it. If th e w o rld  h a d  b een  etern a l, w h o  w o u ld  h a v e th o u g h t
th a t it w a s free fo r h is m a jesty  to  m a k e it o r n o t, b u t th a t it h a d  flo w ed
fro m  h is g lo rio u s b ein g  w ith  a s n a tu ra l a n d  n ecessa ry  a  resu lta n ce a s lig h t
fro m  th e b o d y  o f th e su n ? B u t n o w  it a p p ea rs to  a ll m en , th a t fo r h is
p lea su re th ey  a re m a d e, a n d  w e a re crea ted  (R ev . 4 .11.); th a t it w a s sim p ly
th e free a n d  a b so lu te m o tio n  o f h is w ill th a t g a v e a  b ein g  to  a ll th in g s,
w h ich  h e co u ld  w ith h o ld  a t h is p lea su re o r so  lo n g  a s h e p lea sed .

T h ird ly , W e h a v e it to  co n sid er in  w h a t co n d itio n  h e m a d e a ll th ese
th in g s, 'v ery  g o o d ;' a n d  th a t to  d ecla re h is g o o d n ess a n d  w isd o m . T h e
crea tu re m a y  w ell b e ca lled  a  la rg e v o lu m e, ex ten d ed  a n d  sp rea d  o u t
b efo re th e ey es o f a ll m en , to  b e seen  a n d  rea d  o f a ll. It is certa in , if th ese
th in g s,ð a ll o f th em  in  th eir o rd ers a n d  h a rm o n ies, o r a n y  o f th em  in  th eir
b ein g s a n d  q u a lities,ð w ere co n sid ered  in  rela tio n  to  G o d 's m a jesty , th ey
w o u ld  tea ch  a n d  in stru ct b o th  th e fo o l a n d  th e w ise m a n  in  th e k n o w led g e
o f G o d . H o w  m a n y  im p ressio n s h a th  h e m a d e in  th e crea tu res, w h ich
reflect u p o n  a n y  seein g  ey e th e v ery  im a g e o f G o d ! T o  co n sid er o f w h a t a
v a st a n d  h u g e fra m e th e h ea v en s a n d  th e ea rth  a re, a n d  y et b u t o n e
th ro n e to  h is m a jesty , th e fo o tsto o l w h ereo f is th is ea rth , w h erein  v a in
m en  erect m a n y  p a la ces; to  co n sid er w h a t a  m u ltitu d e o f crea tu res, w h a t
v a riety  o f fo w ls in  th e h ea v en , a n d  w h a t m u ltip licity  o f b ea sts u p o n  th e
ea rth , w h a t h o sts, a s M o ses sp ea k s (G en . 2 .1,) a n d  y et th a t n o n e o f th em
a ll a re u seless, b u t a ll o f th em  h a v e so m e sp ecia l en d s a n d  p u rp o ses th ey
serv e fo r, so  th a t th ere is n o  d isco rd  n o r d iso rd er, n o r su p erflu ity  n o r
w a n t in  a ll th is m o n a rch y  o f th e w o rld : a ll o f th em  co n sp ire to g eth er in
su ch  a  d isco rd , o r d isa g reein g  h a rm o n y , to  o n e g rea t p u rp o se,ð to  d ecla re
th e w isd o m  o f h im  w h o  'm a d e ev ery  th in g  b ea u tifu l in  its tim e,' a n d  ev ery
th in g  m o st fit a n d  a p p o site fo r th e u se it w a s crea ted  fo r; so  th a t th e
w h o le ea rth  is fu ll o f h is g o o d n ess. H e m a k es ev ery  crea tu re g o o d  o n e to
a n o th er, to  su p p ly  o n e a n o th er's n ecessities; a n d  th en , n o tw ith sta n d in g



o f so  m a n y  d ifferen t n a tu res a n d  d isp o sitio n s b etw een  elem en ts, a n d
th in g s co m p o sed  o f th em , y et a ll th ese co n tra rieties h a v e su ch  a
co m m ix io n , a n d  a re so  m o d era ted  b y  su p rem e a rt, th a t th ey  m a k e u p
jo in tly  o n e ex cellen t a n d  sw eet h a rm o n y  o r b ea u tifu l p ro p o rtio n  in  th e
w o rld . O  h o w  w ise m u st h e b e w h o  a lo n e co n triv ed  it a ll! W e ca n  d o
n o th in g  ex cep t w e h a v e so m e p a ttern  o r co p y  b efo re u s; b u t n o w , u p o n
th is g ro u n d  w h ich  G o d  h a th  la id , m a n  m a y  fa n cy  m a n y  su p erstru ctu res.
B u t w h en  h e stretch ed  o u t th e h ea v en , a n d  la id  th e fo u n d a tio n  o f th e
ea rth , 'w h o , b ein g  h is co u n sello r, ta u g h t h im ?' A t w h o m  d id  h is S p irit
ta k e co u n sel? C erta in ly , n o n e o f a ll th ese th in g s w o u ld  h a v e en tered  in to
th e h ea rt o f m a n  to  co n sid er o r co n triv e, Isa . 4 0 .12 ,13 . S o m e ru d er sp irits
d o  g a ze u p o n  th e h u g e a n d  p ro d ig io u s p ieces o f th e crea tio n , a s w h a les
a n d  elep h a n ts, & c.; b u t a  w ise S o lo m o n  w ill g o  to  th e sch o o l o f th e a n t to
lea rn  th e w isd o m  o f G o d , a n d  ch o o se o u t su ch  a  sim p le a n d  m ea n
crea tu re fo r th e o b ject o f h is a d m ira tio n . C erta in ly , th ere a re w o n d ers in
th e sm a llest a n d  m o st in co n sid era b le crea tu res w h ich  fa ith  ca n
co n tem p la te. O  th e cu rio u s in g en u ity  a n d  d ra u g h t o f th e fin g er o f G o d , in
th e co m p o sitio n  o f flies, b ees, flo w ers, & c. M en  o rd in a rily  a d m ire m o re
so m e ex tra o rd in a ry  th in g s; b u t th e tru th  is, th e w h o le co u rse o f n a tu re is
o n e co n tin u ed  w o n d er, a n d  th a t g rea ter th a n  a n y  o f th e L o rd 's w o rk s
w ith o u t th e lin e. T h e stra ig h t a n d  reg u la r lin e o f th e w isd o m  o f G o d , w h o ,
in  o n e co n sta n t co u rse a n d  ten o r, h a th  o rd a in ed  th e a ctio n s o f a ll h is
crea tu res, co m p reh en d s m o re w o n d ers a n d  m y steries, a s th e co u rse o f
th e su n , th e m o tio n  o f th e sea , th e h a n g in g  o f th e ea rth  in  th e em p ty  p la ce
u p o n  n o th in g . T h ese, w e sa y , a re th e w o n d ers in d eed , a n d  co m p reh en d
so m eth in g  in  th em  w h ich  a ll th e w o n d ers o f E g y p t a n d  th e w ild ern ess
ca n n o t p a ra llel. B u t it is th e stu p id  secu rity  o f m en , th a t a re o n ly
a w a k en ed  b y  so m e n ew  a n d  u n u su a l p a ssa g es o f G o d 's w o rk s b ey o n d  th a t
stra ig h t lin e o f n a tu re.

T h en , fo u rth ly , L o o k  u p o n  th e p o w er o f G o d  in  m a k in g  a ll o f n o th in g ,
w h ich  is ex p ressed  h ere in  H eb . 11. T h ere is n o  a rtificer b u t h e m u st h a v e
m a tter, o r h is a rt w ill fa il h im , a n d  h e ca n  d o  n o th in g . T h e m a so n  m u st
h a v e tim b er a n d  sto n es la id  to  h is h a n d , o r h e ca n n o t b u ild  a  h o u se; th e
g o ld sm ith  m u st h a v e g o ld  o r silv er ere h e ca n  m a k e a  cu p  o r a  rin g . T a k e
th e m o st cu rio u s a n d  q u ick  in v en to r o f th em  a ll,ð th ey  m u st h a v e so m e
m a tter to  w o rk  u p o n , o r th eir k n o w led g e is n o  b etter th a n  ig n o ra n ce. A ll



th a t th ey  ca n  d o  is, to  g iv e so m e sh a p e o r fo rm , o r to  fa sh io n  th a t in  so m e
n ew  m o d el w h ich  h a d  a  b ein g  b efo re. S o  th a t, w h a tev er m en  h a v e d o n e in
th e w o rld , th eir w o rk s a re a ll m a d e u p  o f th o se th in g s w h ich  a p p ea r, a n d
a rt a n d  sk ill to  fo rm  a n d  fa sh io n  th a t ex cellen tly  w h ich  b efo re w a s in
a n o th er m o u ld  a n d  fa sh io n . B u t G o d  n eed s n o t sit id le fo r w a n t o f
m a teria ls, b eca u se h e ca n  m a k e h is m a teria ls; a n d  th erefo re, in  th e
b eg in n in g  h e m a d e h ea v en  a n d  ea rth , n o t a s th ey  n o w  a re, b u t h e m a d e
first th e m a tter a n d  su b sta n ce o f th is u n iv erse, b u t it w a s a s y et a  ru d e
a n d  co n fu sed  ch a o s o r m a ss, a ll in  o n e lu m p , w ith o u t d ifferen ce. B u t th en
h is m a jesty  sh o w s h is w isd o m  a n d  a rt, h is ex cellen t in v en tio n , in  th e
fo llo w in g  d a y s o f th e crea tio n , in  o rd erin g  a n d  b ea u tify in g  a n d  fo rm in g
th e w o rld  a s it is, a n d  th a t h is p o w er m ig h t b e th e m o re k n o w n ; fo r h o w
ea sy  is it fo r h im  to  d o  a ll th is? T h ere n eed s n o  m o re fo r it b u t a  w o rd ,ð
let it b e, a n d  it is. 'H e sp a k e, a n d  it w a s d o n e; h e co m m a n d ed , a n d  it
sto o d  fa st.' N o t a  w o rd  p ro n o u n ced , a n d  a u d ib ly  co m p o sed  o f letters a n d
sy lla b lesð m ista k e it n o t so ð b u t a  w o rd  in w a rd ly  fo rm ed , a s it w ere, in
h is in fin ite S p irit. E v en  th e in clin a tio n  a n d  b eck  o f h is w ill su ffices fo r h is
g rea t w o rk . Y e see w h a t la b o u r a n d  p a in s w e h a v e in  o u r b u sin ess,ð h o w
w e to il a n d  sw ea t a b o u t it,ð w h a t w restlin g s a n d  striv in g s in  a ll th in g s w e
d o ; b u t b eh o ld  w h a t a  g rea t w o rk  is d o n e w ith o u t p a in  a n d  tra v a il? It is a
la b o rio u s th in g  to  tra v el th ro u g h  a  p a rcel o f th is ea rth , w h ich  is y et b u t a s
th e p o in t o f th e u n iv erse; it is tro u b leso m e to  lift o r ca rry  a  little p iece o f
sto n e o r cla y ; it is a  to il ev en  to  lo o k  u p w a rd  a n d  n u m b er th e sta rs o f
h ea v en . B u t it w a s n o  to il, n o  d ifficu lt th in g  to  h is m a jesty , to  stretch  o u t
th ese h ea v en s in  su ch  a n  in fin ite co m p a ss; fo r a s la rg e a s th e
circu m feren ce o f th em  is, y et it is a s ea sy  to  h im  to  co m p a ss th em , a s it is
to  u s to  sp a n  a  fin g er-len g th  o r tw o . It is n o  d ifficu lty  to  h im  to  ta k e u p
h ills a n d  m o u n ta in s, a s 'th e d u st o f th e b a la n ce,' in  h is h a n d , a n d  w eig h
th em  in  sca les. H a th  h e n o t ch a in ed  th e v a st a n d  h u g e m a ss o f th e
w eig h ty  ea rth  a n d  sea , in  th e m id st o f th e em p ty  p la ce, w ith o u t a
su p p o rter, w ith o u t fo u n d a tio n s o r p illa rs? H e h a n g eth  it o n  n o th in g . J o b
2 6 .7 . W h a t is it, I p ra y  y o u , th a t su p p o rts th e clo u d s? W h o  is it th a t b in d s
u p  th eir w a ters in  su ch  a  w a y  th a t th e clo u d s a re n o t ren t u n d er th em ,
ev en  th o u g h  th ere b e m o re a b u n d a n ce o f w a ter in  th em  th a n  is in  a ll th e
riv ers a n d  w a ters ro u n d  a b o u t u s? J o b  2 6 .8 . W h o  is it th a t restra in s a n d
sets b o u n d s to  th e sea , th a t th e w a ters th ereo f, th o u g h  th ey  ro a r, y et d o
n o t o v erflo w  th e la n d , b u t th is a lm ig h ty  J eh o v a h , w h o se d ecree a n d



co m m a n d m en t is th e v ery  co m p a ss, th e b u lw a rk  o v er w h ich  th ey  ca n n o t
flo w ? A n d  a ll th is h e d o th  w ith  m o re fa cility  th a n  m en  ca n  sp ea k . If th ere
w ere a  crea tu re th a t co u ld  d o  a ll th in g s b y  sp ea k in g , th a t w ere a  stra n g e
p o w er. B u t y et th a t crea tu re m ig h t b e w ea ried  o f sp ea k in g  m u ch . B u t h e
sp ea k s, a n d  it is d o n e. H is w o rd  is a  crea tin g  w o rd  o f p o w er, w h ich  m a k es
th in g s th a t a re n o t to  b e, a n d  th ere is n o  w ea ry in g  o f h im  b esid es, fo r h e is
a lm ig h ty  a n d  ca n n o t fa in t. B u t w h y  th en  d id  h e ta k e six  d a y s fo r h is
w o rk ? M ig h t h e n o t w ith  o n e w o rd  o f h is p o w er h a v e co m m a n d ed  th is
w o rld  to  issu e o u t o f h is o m n ip o ten t v irtu e th u s p erfect a s it is? W h a t
n eed ed  a ll th is co m p a ss? W h y  to o k  h e six  d a y s, w h o  in  a  m o m en t co u ld
h a v e d o n e it a ll w ith  a s m u ch  fa cility ? In d eed  h erein  th e L o rd  w o u ld  h a v e
u s to  a d o re h is w isd o m  a s w ell a s h is p o w er. H e p ro ceed s fro m  m o re
im p erfect th in g s to  m o re p erfect ;ð fro m  a  co n fu sed  ch a o s to  a  b ea u tifu l
w o rld ,ð fro m  m o tio n  to  rest,ð to  tea ch  m a n  to  w a lk  th ro u g h  th is
w ild ern ess a n d  v a lley  o f tea rs, th is sh a p eless w o rld , in to  a  m o re b ea u tifu l
h a b ita tio n ; th ro u g h  th e to ssin g s o f tim e, in to  a n  etern a l sa b b a th  o f rest,
w h ith er th eir w o rk s sh a ll fo llo w  th em , a n d  th ey  sh a ll rest fro m  th eir
la b o u rs. H e w o u ld  tea ch  u s to  ta k e a  stea d fa st lo o k  o f h is w o rk , a n d  th a t
w e sh o u ld  b e b u sied  a ll th e d a y s o f o u r p ilg rim a g e a n d  so jo u rn in g  in  th e
co n sid era tio n  o f th e g lo rio u s ch a ra cters o f G o d  u p o n  th e w o rk s o f h is
h a n d s. W e see th a t it is b u t p a ssin g  lo o k s a n d  g la n ces o f G o d 's g lo ry  w e
ta k e in  th e crea tu res; b u t th e L o rd  w o u ld  h a v e u s to  m a k e it o u r w o rk  a n d
b u sin ess a ll th e w eek  th ro u g h , a s it w a s h is to  m a k e th em . H e w o u ld  in
th is tea ch  u s h is lo v in g  ca re o f m en , w h o  w o u ld  n o t crea te m a n  till h e h a d
m a d e fo r h im  so  g lo rio u s a  h o u se, rep len ish ed  w ith  a ll g o o d  th in g s. It h a d
b een  a  d a rk so m e a n d  irk so m e life to  h a v e liv ed  in  th e first ch a o s w ith o u t
lig h t; b u t h e h a th  stretch ed  o v er h im  th e h ea v en s a s h is ten t, a n d  set
lig h ts in  th em  to  d istin g u ish  tim es a n d  sea so n s, a n d  o rd a in ed  th e w a ters
th eir p ro p er b o u n d s a n d  p ecu lia r ch a n n els, a n d  th en  m a k eth  th e ea rth  to
b rin g  fo rth  a ll m a n n er o f fru it; a n d  w h en  a ll is th u s d isp o sed , th en  h e
crea tes m a n . T o  th is G o d , th e M a k er o f h ea v en  a n d  ea rth , b e g lo ry  a n d
p ra ise.

L E C T U R E  X V III.
O F  C R E A T IO N .



H E B . 11.3 . "Through faith w e understand that the w orlds w ere fram ed
by the w ord of God; so that things w hich are seen w ere not m ade of
things w hich do appear."

H E B . 1.14 . "A re th ey  n o t a ll m in isterin g  sp irits, sen t fo rth  to  m in ister fo r
th em  w h o  sh a ll b e h eirs o f sa lv a tio n ?"

T H E R E  is n o th in g  m o re g en era lly  k n o w n  th a n  th is, th a t G o d  a t th e
b eg in n in g  m a d e th e h ea v en  a n d  th e ea rth , a n d  a ll th e h o st o f th em , th e
u p p er o r th e celestia l, th e lo w er o r su b lu n a ry  w o rld . B u t y et th ere is
n o th in g  so  little b eliev ed  o r la id  to  h ea rt. 'T h ro u g h  fa ith  w e u n d ersta n d
th a t th e w o rld s w ere fra m ed .' It is o n e o f th e first a rticles o f th e creed ,
in d eed ,ð 'F a th er, a lm ig h ty  M a k er o f h ea v en  a n d  ea rth .' B u t I fea r th a t
creed  is n o t w ritten  in  th e ta b les o f flesh , th a t is, th e h ea rt. T h ere is a
tw o fo ld  m ista k e a m o n g  m en  a b o u t th e p o in t o f b eliev in g . S o m e, a n d  th e
co m m o n er so rt, d o  th in k  it is n o  o th er th a n  sim p ly  to  k n o w  su ch  a  th in g ,
a n d  n o t to  q u estio n  it; to  h ea r it, a n d  n o t to  co n tra d ict it, o r o b ject a g a in st
it; th erefo re th ey  d o  fla tter th em selv es in  th eir o w n  ey es, a n d  d o  a cco u n t
th em selv es to  h a v e fa ith  in  G o d , b eca u se th ey  ca n  sa y  o v er a ll th e a rticles
o f th eir b elief. T h ey  th in k  th e w o rd  is tru e, a n d  th ey  n ev er d o u b ted  o f it.
B u t, I b eseech  y o u , co n sid er h o w  g rea tly  y o u  m ista k e a  m a in  m a tter o f
w eig h ty  co n cern m en t. If y o u  w ill sea rch  it, a s b efo re th e L o rd , y o u  w ill
fin d  y o u  h a v e n o  o th er b elief o f th ese th in g s th a n  ch ild ren  u se to  h a v e,
w h o m  y o u  tea ch  to  th in k  o r sa y  a n y  th in g . T h ere is n o  o th er g ro u n d  o f
y o u r n o t q u estio n in g  th ese tru th s o f th e g o sp el, b u t b eca u se y o u  n ev er
co n sid er th em , a n d  so  th ey  p a ss fo r cu rren t. D o  n o t d eceiv e y o u rselv es:
'w ith  th e h ea rt m a n  b eliev es.' It is a  h ea rt-b u sin ess, a  so u l-m a tter, n o
lig h t a n d  u seless o p in io n , o r em p ty  ex p ressio n , w h ich  y o u  h a v e lea rn ed
fro m  a  ch ild . Y o u  sa y , y o u  b eliev e in  G o d , th e M a k er o f h ea v en  a n d  ea rth ;
a n d  so  sa y  ch ild ren , w h o  d o u b t n o  m o re o f it th a n  y o u , a n d  y et in  sa d n ess
th ey  d o  n o t retire w ith in  th eir o w n  h ea rts, to  th in k  w h a t a n  O n e h e is.
T h ey  d o  n o t rem em b er h im  in  th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s. T h ere is n o  m o re
rem em b ra n ce o f th a t tru e G o d  th a n  if n o  su ch  th in g  w ere k n o w n . S o  it is
a m o n g  y o u ,ð y o u  w o u ld  th in k  w e w ro n g ed  y o u  if w e sa id , y e b eliev ed  n o t
th a t G o d  m a d e th e w o rld ; a n d  y et certa in ly , a ll m en  h a v e n o t th is fa ith ,
w h ereb y  th ey  u n d ersta n d  tru ly  in  th eir h ea rt, th e p o w er a n d  w isd o m  a n d
g o o d n ess o f G o d  a p p ea rin g  in  it; th a t is th e g ift o f G o d , o n ly  g iv en  to  th em



th a t sh a ll b e sa v ed . If I sh o u ld  sa y , th a t y o u  b eliev e n o t th e m o st co m m o n
p rin cip les o f relig io n , y o u  w ill th in k  it h a rd ; a n d  y et th ere is n o  d o u b t o f
it, th a t th e m o st co m m o n  tru th s a re lea st b eliev ed . A n d  th e rea so n  is
p la in , b eca u se m en  h a v e lea rn ed  th em  b y  to n g u e, a n d  th ere is n o n e th a t
q u estio n  th em ; a n d  th erefo re, v ery  few  ev er, in  sa d n ess a n d  in  ea rn est,
co n sid er o f th em . Y o u  sa y  th a t G o d  m a d e h ea v en  a n d  ea rth , b u t h o w
o ften  d o  y e th in k  o n  th a t G o d ? A n d  h o w  o ften  d o  y o u  th in k  o n  h im  w ith
a d m ira tio n ? D o  y e a t a ll w o n d er a t th e g lo ry  o f G o d  w h en  y e g a ze o n  h is
w o rk s? Is n o t th is v o lu m e a lw a y s o b v ersa n t b efo re y o u r ey esð ev ery  th in g
sh o w in g  a n d  d ecla rin g  th is g lo rio u s M a k er. Y et w h o  is it th a t ta k eth  m o re
n o tice o f h im  th a n  if h e w ere n o t a t a ll? S u ch  is th e g en era l stu p id ity  o f
m en , th a t th ey  n ev er p o n d er a n d  d ig est th ese th in g s in  th eir h ea rt, till
th eir so u l receiv e th e sta m p  o f th e g lo ry  a n d  g rea tn ess o f th e in v isib le
G o d , w h ich  sh in es m o st b rig h tly  in  th o se th in g s th a t a re v isib le; a n d  b e in
so m e m ea su re tra n sfo rm ed  in  th eir m in d s, a n d  co n fo rm ed  to  th o se
g lo rio u s a p p ea ra n ces o f h im , w h ich  a re en g ra v en  in  g rea t ch a ra cters in  a ll
th a t d o  a t a ll a p p ea r. T h ere is a n o th er m ista k e p ecu lia r to  so m e,
esp ecia lly  th e L o rd 's p eo p le, th a t th ey  th in k  fa ith  is lim ited  to  so m e few
p a rticu la r a n d  m o re u n k n o w n  a n d  h id d en  tru th s a n d  m y steries o f th e
g o sp el. Y e th in k  th a t it is o n ly  tru e b eliev in g , to  em b ra ce so m e sp ecia l
g o sp el-tru th s, w h ich  th e m u ltitu d e o f p eo p le k n o w  n o th in g  o f, a s th e
ten o r o f th e co v en a n ts o f g ra ce a n d  w o rk s, & c. A n d  fo r o th er co m m o n
p rin cip les o f G o d 's m a k in g  a n d  ru lin g  th e w o rld , y o u  th in k  th a t a
co m m o n  th in g  to  b eliev e th em . B u t, sa ith  th e a p o stle, 'th ro u g h  fa ith  w e
u n d ersta n d  th a t th e w o rld s w ere fra m ed .' It is th a t sa m e fa ith  sp o k en  o f
in  th e en d  o f th e 10 th  ch a p ter, b y  w h ich  th e 'ju st sh a ll liv e.' S o  th en , h ere
is a  p o in t o f sa v in g  fa ith , to  b eliev e w ith  th e h ea rt in  G o d , th e C rea to r a n d
F a th er A lm ig h ty ; to  ta k e a  v iew  o f G o d 's a lm ig h ty  p o w er, a n d  su fficien t
g o o d n ess a n d  in fin ite w isd o m , sh in in g  in  th e fa b ric o f th e w o rld , a n d  th a t
w ith  d elig h t a n d  a d m ira tio n  a t su ch  a  g lo rio u s fo u n ta in -b ein g ; to  rise u p
to  h is m a jesty  b y  th e d eg rees o f h is crea tu res. T h is is th e clim b in g  a n d
a sp irin g  n a tu re o f fa ith . Y o u  see h o w  m u ch  th o se sa in ts in  th e O ld
T esta m en t w ere in  th is; a n d  certa in ly  th ey  h a d  m o re ex cellen t a n d
b eseem in g  th o u g h ts o f G o d  th a n  w e. It sh o u ld  m a k e C h ristia n s a sh a m ed ,
th a t b o th  h ea th en s, w h o  h a d  n o  o th er b o o k  o p en ed  to  th em  b u t th a t o f
n a tu re, d id  rea d  it m o re d ilig en tly  th a n  w e; a n d  th a t th e sa in ts o f o ld , w h o
h a d  n o t su ch  a  p la in  testim o n y  o f G o d  a s w e n o w  h a v e, d id  y et lea rn  m o re



o u t o f th e b o o k  o f th e crea tu re th a n  w e d o  b o th  o u t o f it a n d  th e
scrip tu res. W e lo o k  o n  a ll th in g s w ith  su ch  a  ca reless ey e; a n d  d o  n o t
o b serv e w h a t m a y  b e fo u n d  o f G o d  in  th em . I th in k , v erily , th ere a re
m a n y  C h ristia n s, a n d  m in isters o f th e g o sp el, w h o  d o  n o t a scen d  in to
th o se h ig h  a n d  ra v ish in g  th o u g h ts o f G o d , in  h is b ein g  a n d  w o rk in g , a s
w o u ld  b eco m e ev en  m ere n a tu ra lists. H o w  little ca n  th ey  sp ea k  o f h is
m a jesty , o r th in k  a s it b eco m es h is tra n scen d en t g lo ry ! T h ere is little in
serm o n s o r d isco u rses th a t h o ld s o u t a n y  sin g u la r a d m irin g  th o u g h ts o f a
D eity ; b u t in  a ll th ese w e a re a s co m m o n  a n d  ca reless a s if h e w ere a n
id o l.

It is n o t in  v a in  th a t it is ex p ressed  th u s: 'th ro u g h  fa ith  w e k n o w  th a t th e
w o rld s w ere fra m ed .' F o r certa in ly  th e firm  b eliev in g  a n d  p o n d erin g  o f
th is o n e tru th  w o u ld  b e o f g rea t m o m en t a n d  u se to  a  C h ristia n  in  a ll h is
jo u rn ey . Y o u  m a y  o b serv e in  w h a t stea d  it is to  th e sa in ts in  scrip tu re: th is
ra ises u p  a  so u l to  h ig h  th o u g h ts, a n d  su ita b le co n cep tio n s o f h is g lo rio u s
n a m e; a n d  so  co n fo rm s th e w o rsh ip  o f h is m a jesty  u n to  h is ex cellen cy . It
p u ts th e sta m p  o f d iv in ity  u p o n  it, a n d  sp iritu a lizes th e th o u g h ts a n d
a ffectio n s, so  a s to  p u t a  tru e d ifferen ce b etw een  th e tru e G o d , a n d  th e
g o d s th a t m a d e n o t th e h ea v en s a n d  th e ea rth . A la s! th e w o rsh ip  o f m a n y
C h ristia n s sp ea k s o u t n o  d iv in er o r h ig h er o b ject th a n  a  crea tu re; it is so
co ld , so  fo rm a l a n d  em p ty , so  v a in  a n d  w a n d erin g . T h ere is n o  m o re
resp ect testified  u n to  h im , th a n  w e w o u ld  g iv e u n to  so m e em in en t
p erso n . Y o u  fin d  in  th e scrip tu re h o w  th e stra in  o f th e sa in ts' a ffectio n s
a n d  d ev o tio n  rises, w h en  th ey  ta k e u p  G o d  in  h is a b so lu te su p rem a cy
a b o v e th e crea tu res, a n d  lo o k  o n  h im  a s th e a lo n e fo u n ta in  o f a ll th a t is
w o rth  th e n a m e o f p erfectio n  in  th em . A  so u l in  th a t co n sid era tio n  ca n n o t
ch o o se b u t a ssig n  u n to  h im  th e m o st em in en t sea t in  th e h ea rt, a n d
g a th er th o se a ffectio n s w h ich  a re sca ttered  a fter th e crea tu res, in to  o n e
ch a n n el, to  p o u r th em  o u t o n  h im  w h o  is a ll in  a ll, a n d  h a th  a ll th a t w h ich
is lo v ely  in  th e crea tu res in  a n  em in en t d eg ree. T h erefo re k n o w  w h a t y o u
a re fo rm ed  fo r,ð to  sh o w  fo rth  h is p ra ise, to  g a th er a n d  ta k e u p  fro m  th e
crea tu res a ll th e fru its o f h is p ra ise, a n d  o ffer th em  u p  to  h is m a jesty . T h is
w a s th e en d  o f m a n , a n d  th is is th e en d  o f a  C h ristia n . Y o u  a re m a d e fo r
th is, a n d  y o u  w ere red eem ed  fo r th is, to  rea d  u p o n  th e v o lu m es o f h is
w o rk s a n d  w o rd , a n d  fro m  th en ce ex tra ct so n g s o f p ra ise to  h is m a jesty .



A s th is w o u ld  b e o f g rea t m o m en t to  th e rig h t w o rsh ip p in g  o f G o d , a n d  to
th e ex ercise o f tru e h o lin ess, so  it is m o st effectu a l to  th e esta b lish in g  o f a
so u l in  th e co n fid en ce o f th e p ro m ises o f G o d . W h en  a  so u l b y  fa ith
u n d ersta n d s th e w o rld  w a s m a d e b y  G o d , th en  it relies w ith  co n fid en ce
u p o n  th a t sa m e w o rd  o f G o d , a s a  w o rd  o f p o w er, a n d  h o p es a g a in st h o p e.
T h ere a re m a n y  th in g s in  th e C h ristia n 's w a y  b etw ix t h im  a n d  g lo ry ,
w h ich  lo o k  a s in su p era b le. T h o u  a rt o ften  em p tied  in to  n o th in g , a n d
strip p ed  n a k ed  o f a ll en co u ra g em en ts, a n d  th ere is n o th in g  rem a in in g  b u t
th e w o rd  o f G o d 's p ro m ises to  th ee a n d  to  th e ch u rch , w h ich  seem s
co n tra ry  to  sen se a n d  rea so n . N o w , I sa y , if th o u  d o  in d eed  b eliev e th a t
th e w o rld  w a s m a d e b y  G o d , th en  o u t o f a ll q u estio n  th o u  m a y est silen ce
a ll th y  fea rs w ith  th is o n e th o u g h tð G o d  crea ted  th is w h o le fra m e o u t o f
n o th in g , h e co m m a n d ed  th e lig h t to  sh in e o u t o f d a rk n ess, th en  certa in ly
h e ca n  g iv e a  b ein g  to  h is o w n  p ro m ises. Is n o t h is w o rd  o f p ro m ise a s
su re a n d  effectu a l a s h is w o rd  o f co m m a n d ? T h is is th e g ra n d
en co u ra g em en t o f th e ch u rch , b o th  o ffered  b y  G o d , fro m  Isa . ch a p . 4 0 .,
a n d  m a d e u se o f b y  h is sa in ts, a s D a v id , H ezek ia h , & c. W h a t is it w o u ld
d isq u iet a  so u l if it w ere rep o sed  o n  th is ro ck  o f crea tin g  p o w er a n d
fa ith fu ln ess? T h is w o u ld  a lw a y s so u n d  in  its ea rs,ð 'F a in t n o t, w ea ry  n o t,
J a co b , I a m  G o d , a n d  n o n e else. T h e p o rtio n  o f J a co b  is n o t lik e o th ers.'
B e it in w a rd  o r o u tw a rd  d ifficu lties,ð su p p o se h ell a n d  ea rth  co m b in ed
to g eth er,ð let a ll th e en em ies o f a  so u l, o r o f th e ch u rch  a ssem b le,ð h ere
is o n e fo r a ll. T h e G o d  th a t m a d e th e h ea v en  a n d  th e ea rth  ca n  sp ea k , a n d
it is d o n e; co m m a n d , a n d  it sta n d s fa st! H e crea tes p ea ce, a n d  w h o  th en
ca n  m a k e tro u b le, w h en  h e g iv es q u ietn ess to  a  n a tio n , o r to  a  p erso n ?
A lm ig h ty  p o w er w o rk s in  sa in ts, a n d  fo r sa in ts. L et u s tru st in  h im !

L E C T U R E  X IX .
O F  T H E  C R E A T IO N  O F  M A N .

G E N . 1.2 6 , 2 7 . "And God said, Let us m ake m an in our im age, after our
likeness; and let them  have dom inion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fow l of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created m an
in his ow n im age, in the im age of God created he him , m ale and fem ale
created he them ."



E P H . 4 .2 4 . "And that ye put on the new  m an, w hich after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness."

H E B  . 3 .10 . "W herefore I w as grieved w ith that generation, and said,
They do alw ay err in their heart; and they have not know n m y w ays."

W H IL E  w e d escen d  fro m  th e m ed ita tio n  o f th e g lo ry  o f G o d  sh in in g  in
th e h ea v en s, in  su n , m o o n , a n d  sta rs, u n to  th e co n sid era tio n  o f th e L o rd 's
fra m in g  o f m a n  a fter th is m a n n er, w e m a y  fa ll in to  a d m ira tio n  w ith  th e
P sa lm ist, (P sa lm  8 .) 'L o rd , w h a t is m a n  th a t th o u  a rt m in d fu l o f h im ? a n d
th e so n  o f m a n , th a t th o u  v isitest h im ?' It m ig h t in d eed  d ro w n  u s in
w o n d er, a n d  a sto n ish  u s, to  th in k  w h a t sp ecia l n o tice h e h a th  ta k en  o f
su ch  a  crea tu re fro m  th e v ery  b eg in n in g , a n d  p u t m o re resp ect u p o n  h im
th a n  u p o n  a ll th e m o re ex cellen t w o rk s o f h is h a n d s. Y o u  fin d  h ere th e
crea tio n  o f m a n  ex p ressed  in  o th er term s th a n  w ere u sed  b efo re. H e sa id ,
'L et th ere b e lig h t,' a n d  it w a s; let th ere b e d ry  la n d , & c. B u t it is n o t su ch
a  sim p le w o rd  a s th a t, b u t 'let u s m a k e m a n  in  o u r im a g e;' a s if G o d  h a d
ca lled  a  co n su lta tio n  a b o u t it. W h a t! w a s th ere a n y  m o re d ifficu lty  in  th is
th a n  in  th e rest o f h is w o rk s? N eed ed  h e a n y  a d v isem en t a b o u t h is fra m e
a n d  co n stitu tio n ? N o  certa in ly , fo r th ere w a s a s g rea t w o rk  o f p o w er, a s
cu rio u s p ieces o f a rt a n d  w isd o m , w h ich  w ere in sta n tly  d o n e u p o n  h is
w o rd . H e is n o t a  m a n  th a t h e sh o u ld  a d v ise o r co n su lt. A s th ere is n o
d ifficu lty  n o r im p ed im en t in  th e w a y  o f h is p o w er,ð h e d o th  a ll th a t h e
p lea ses, ad nutum , a t h is v ery  w o rd  o r n o d , so  ea sy  a re im p o ssib ilities to
h im ,ð so  th ere is n o th in g  h a rd  to  h is w isd o m , n o  k n o t b u t it ca n  lo o se,
n o th in g  so  cu rio u s o r ex q u isite b u t h e ca n  a s cu rio u sly  co n triv e it, a s th e
m o st co m m o n  a n d  g ro ss p ieces o f th e crea tio n ; a n d  th erefo re, 'h e is
w o n d erfu l in  co u n sel, a n d  ex cellen t in  w o rk in g .' B u t y e h a v e h ere
ex p ressed , a s it w ere, a  co u n sel o f th e h o ly  a n d  b lessed  T rin ity  a b o u t
m a n 's crea tio n ; to  sig n ify  to  u s w h a t p ecu lia r resp ect h e p u ts u p o n  th a t
crea tu re, a n d  w h a t sp ecia l n o tice h e ta k es o f u s, th a t o f h is o w n  free
p u rp o se a n d  g o o d  p lea su re h e w a s to  sin g le a n d  ch o o se o u t m a n  fro m
a m o n g  a ll o th er crea tu res, fo r th e m o re em in en t d em o n stra tio n  o f h is
g lo rio u s a ttrib u tes o f g ra ce, m ercy , a n d  ju stice u p o n  h im ; a n d  lik ew ise to
p o in t o u t th e ex cellen cy  th a t G o d  d id  sta m p  u p o n  m a n  in  h is crea tio n
b ey o n d  th e rest o f th e crea tu res, a s th e a p o stle sh o w s th e ex cellen cy  o f
C h rist a b o v e a n g els, 'T o  w h ich  o f th e a n g els sa id  h e a t a n y  tim e, T h o u  a rt



m y  so n ?' H eb . 1.5 . S o  w e m a y  sa y , o f w h ich  o f th e crea tu res sa id  h e a t a n y
tim e, "C o m e, let u s m a k e th em  in  o u r im a g e a fter o u r lik en ess?" O  h o w
sh o u ld  th is m a k e u s listen  to  h ea r, ea rn est to  k n o w  w h a t m a n  o n ce w a s,
h o w  m a g n ified  o f G o d , a n d  set a b o v e th e w o rk s o f h is h a n d s? T h ere is a
g rea t d esire in  m en  to  sea rch  in to  th eir o rig in a l, a n d  to  tra ce b a ck w a rd
th e d a rk  fo o tstep s o f a n tiq u ity , esp ecia lly  if th ey  b e p u t in  ex p ecta tio n  o f
a tta in in g  a n y  h o n o u ra b le o r m em o ra b le ex tra ctio n ? H o w  w ill m en  lo v e to
h ea r o f th e w o rth  o f th eir a n cesto rs? B u t w h a t a  stu p id ity  d o th  p o ssess
th e m o st p a rt, in  rela tio n  to  th e h ig h  fo u n ta in  a n d  h ea d  o f a ll, th a t th ey  d o
n o t a im  so  h ig h  a s A d a m , to  k n o w  th e v ery  esta te o f h u m a n  n a tu re?
H en ce it is th a t th e m o st p a rt o f p eo p le lie still a sto n ish ed , o r ra th er
stu p id  a n d  sen seless, a fter th is g rea t fa ll o f m a n , b eca u se th ey  n ev er lo o k
u p w a rd  to  th e p la ce a n d  d ig n ity  fro m  w h en ce m a n  d id  fa ll. It is certa in ,
y o u  w ill n ev er rig h tly  u n d ersta n d  y o u rselv es o r w h a t y o u  a re, till y e k n o w
first w h a t m a n  w a s m a d e. Y o u  ca n n o t im a g in e w h a t y o u r p resen t m isery
is, till y o u  o n ce k n o w  w h a t th a t felicity  w a s in  w h ich  m a n  w a s m a d e,ð 'let
u s m a k e m a n  in  o u r im a g e.' S o m e h a v e ca lled  m a n  m icro co sm o V  , 'a  little
w o rld ,' a  co m p en d  o f th e w o rld ; b eca u se h e h a th  h ea v en  a n d  ea rth  a s it
w ere m a rried  to g eth er in  h im ð tw o  m o st rem o te a n d  d ista n t n a tu res, th e
d u st o f th e ea rth , a n d  th e im m o rta l sp irit, w h ich  is ca lled  th e b rea th  o f
G o d , sw eetly  lin k ed  a n d  co n jo in ed  to g eth er, w ith  a  d isp o sitio n  a n d
in clin a tio n  o n e to  a n o th er. T h e L o rd  w a s in  th is p iece o f w o rk m a n sh ip  a s
it w ere to  g iv e a  n a rro w  a n d  sh o rt co m p en d  o f a ll h is w o rk s, a n d  so  d id
a sso cia te in  o n e p iece w ith  m a rv elo u s w isd o m , b ein g , liv in g , m o v in g ,
sen se a n d  rea so n , w h ich  a re sca ttered  a b ro a d  in  th e o th er crea tu res, so
th a t a  m a n  ca rries th ese w o n d ers a b o u t w ith  h im , w h ich  h e a d m ires
w ith o u t h im . A t h is b a re a n d  sim p le w o rd , th is h u g e fra m e o f th e w o rld
sta rted  o u t o f n o th in g ; b u t in  th is, h e a cts th e p a rt o f a  cu n n in g  a rtificer,
ð 'L et u s m a k e m a n .' H e m a k es ra th er th a n  crea tes; first ra ises th e w a lls
o f flesh , b u ild s th e h o u se o f th e b o d y  w ith  a ll its o rg a n s, a ll its ro o m s; a n d
th en  h e p u ts in  a  n o b le a n d  d iv in e g u est to  d w ell in  it. H e b rea th es in  it
th e b rea th  o f life. H e in clo ses a s it w ere a n  a n g el w ith in  it, a n d  m a rries
th ese to g eth er in  th e m o st a d m ira b le u n io n  a n d  co m m u n io n  th a t ca n  b e
im a g in ed , so  th a t th ey  m a k e u p  o n e m a n .

B u t th a t w h ich  th e L o rd  lo o k s m o st in to  in  th is w o rk , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e u s
m o st to  co n sid er, is th a t im a g e o f h im self th a t h e d id  im p rin t o n  m a n ,



ð 'L et u s m a k e m a n  in  o u r o w n  im a g e.' T h ere w a s n o  crea tu re b u t it h a d
so m e en g ra v in g s o f G o d  u p o n  it, so m e cu rio u s d ra u g h ts a n d  lin ea m en ts
o f h is p o w er, w isd o m , a n d  g o o d n ess u p o n  it, a n d  th erefo re th e h ea v en s
a re sa id  to  sh o w  fo rth  h is g lo ry  (P sa lm  19 ), & c. B u t w h a tev er th ey  h a v e, it
is b u t th e lo w er p a rt o f th a t im a g e, so m e d a rk  sh a d o w s a n d  resem b la n ces
o f h im ; b u t th a t w h ich  is th e la st o f h is w o rk s, h e m a k es it a cco rd in g  to
h is o w n  im a g e, tanquam  ab ultim a m anu. H e th erein  g iv es o u t h im self to
b e rea d  a n d  seen  o f a ll m en  a s in  a  g la ss. O th er crea tu res a re m a d e a s it
w ere a cco rd in g  to  th e sim ilitu d e o f h is fo o tstep ,ð ad sim ilitudinem
vestigii,ð b u t m a n  ad sim ilitudinem  faciei,ð a cco rd in g  to  th e lik en ess o f
h is fa ce,ð 'in  o u r im a g e, a fter o u r lik en ess.' It is tru e th ere is o n ly  J esu s
C h rist h is S o n , w h o  is 'th e b rig h tn ess o f h is g lo ry , a n d  th e ex p ress
su b sta n tia l im a g e o f h is p erso n ,' w h o  resem b les h im  p erfectly  a n d
th o ro u g h ly  in  a ll p ro p erties, so  th a t h e is alter idem , a n o th er self b o th  in
n a tu re, p ro p erties, a n d  o p era tio n s,ð so  lik e h im  th a t h e is o n e w ith  h im ,
so  th a t it is ra th er a n  oneness, th a n  a  lik en ess. B u t m a n  h e crea ted
a cco rd in g  to  h is o w n  im a g e, a n d  g a v e h im  to  h a v e so m e lik en ess to
h im self,ð lik en ess I sa y , n o t sa m en ess o r o n en ess. T h a t is h ig h  in d eed , to
b e lik e G o d . T h e n o tio n  a n d  ex p ressio n  o f it im p o rts so m e stra n g e th in g .
H o w  co u ld  m a n  b e lik e G o d , w h o  is in fin ite, in co m p reh en sib le, w h o se
g lo ry  is n o t co m m u n ica b le to  a n o th er? It is tru e in d eed , in  th o se
in co m m u n ica b le p ro p erties h e h a th  n o t o n ly  n o  eq u a l, b u t n o n e to  lik e
h im . In  th ese h e is to  b e a d o red , a n d  a d m ired  a s in fin itely  tra n scen d in g
a ll crea ted  p erfectio n s a n d  co n cep tio n s. B u t y et in  o th ers h e h a s b een
p lea sed  to  h o ld  fo rth  h im self to  b e im ita ted  a n d  fo llo w ed . A n d  th a t th is
m ig h t b e d o n e, h e first sta m p s th em  u p o n  m a n  in  h is first m o u ld in g  o f
h im . A n d  if y e w o u ld  k n o w  w h a t th ese a re p a rticu la rly , th e a p o stle
ex p resses th em , 'in  k n o w led g e,' (C o l. 3 .10 .) 'in  rig h teo u sn ess a n d  tru e
h o lin ess,' E p h . 4 .2 4 . T h is is th e 'im a g e o f h im  w h o  crea ted  h im ,' w h ich
th e C rea to r sta m p ed  o n  m a n , th a t h e m ig h t seek  h im , a n d  set h im  a p a rt
fo r h im self to  k eep  co m m u n io n  w ith  h im , a n d  to  b less h im . T h ere is a
sp irit g iv en  to  m a n , w ith  a  ca p a city  to  k n o w  a n d  to  w ill; a n d  h ere is a
d ra u g h t a n d  lin ea m en t o f G o d 's fa ce w h ich  is n o t en g ra v en  o n  a n y
sen sitiv e crea tu re. It is o n e o f th e m o st n o b le a n d  ex cellen t o p era tio n s o f
life, in  w h ich  a  m a n  is m o st a b o v e b ea sts, to  reflect u p o n  h im self, a n d  to
k n o w  h im self a n d  h is C rea to r. T h ere a re n a tu ra l in stin cts g iv en  to  o th er
th in g s, n a tu ra l p ro p en sio n s to  th o se th in g s th a t a re co n v en ien t to  th eir



o w n  n a tu re; b u t n o n e o f th em  h a v e so  m u ch  a s a  ca p a city  to  k n o w  w h a t
th ey  a re, o r w h a t th ey  h a v e. T h ey  ca n n o t fra m e a  n o tio n  o f h im  w h o  g a v e
th em  a  b ein g , b u t a re o n ly  p ro p o rtio n a te to  th e d iscern in g  o f so m e
sen sib le th in g s, a n d  ca n  rea ch  n o  fu rth er. H e h a th  lim ited  th e ey e w ith in
co lo u rs a n d  lig h t; h e h a th  set a  b o u n d  to  th e ea r th a t it ca n n o t a ct w ith o u t
so u n d s; a n d  so  to  ev ery  sen se h e h a th  a ssig n ed  its o w n  p ro p er sta n se, in
w h ich  it m o v es. B u t h e tea ch es m a n  k n o w led g e, a n d  h e en la rg es th e
sp h ere o f h is u n d ersta n d in g  b ey o n d  v isib le o r sen sib le th in g s, to  th in g s
in v isib le,ð to  sp irits. A n d  th is ca p a city  h e h a s p u t in  th e so u l,ð to  k n o w  a ll
th in g s, a n d  itself a m o n g  th e rest. T h e ey e d iscern s lig h t, b u t sees n o t
itself; b u t h e g iv es a  sp irit to  m a n  to  k n o w  h im self a n d  h is G o d . A n d  th en
th ere is a  w illin g  p o w er in  th e so u l, b y  w h ich  it d iffu ses itself to w a rd s a n y
th in g  th a t is co n ceiv ed  a s g o o d ; th e u n d ersta n d in g  d irectin g , a n d  th e w ill
co m m a n d in g  a cco rd in g  to  its d irectio n , a n d  th en  th e w h o le fa cu lties a n d
sen ses o b ey in g  su ch  co m m a n d s, w h ich  m a k es u p  a n  ex cellen t d ra u g h t o f
th e im a g e o f G o d . T h ere w a s a  sw eet p ro p o rtio n  a n d  h a rm o n y  in  A d a m ;
a ll w a s in  d u e p la ce a n d  su b o rd in a tio n . T h e m o tio n s o f im m o rta l m a n  d id
b eg in  w ith in . T h e la m p  o f rea so n  d id  sh in e a n d  g iv e lig h t to  it; a n d  till
th a t w en t b efo re, th ere w a s n o  stirrin g , n o  ch o o sin g , n o  refu sin g ; a n d
w h en  rea so n ð w h ich  w a s o n e sp a rk le o f th e d iv in e n a tu re, o r a  ra y  o f
G o d 's lig h t reflected  in to  th e so u l o f m a n ,ð w h en  o n ce th a t d id  a p p ea r to
th e d iscern in g  o f g o o d  a n d  ev il, th is p o w er w a s in  th e so u l, to  a p p ly  th e
w h o le m a n  a cco rd in g ly , to  ch o o se th e g o o d  a n d  refu se th e ev il. It h a d  n o t
b een  a  liv ely  resem b la n ce o f G o d  to  h a v e a  p o w er o f k n o w in g  a n d  w illin g
sim p ly , u n less th ese h a d  b een  b ea u tified  a n d  a d o rn ed  w ith  su p ern a tu ra l
a n d  d iv in e g ra ces o f sp iritu a l lig h t a n d  h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess. T h ese
m a k e u p  th e liv ely  co lo u r, a n d  co m p lete th e im a g e o f G o d  u p o n  th e so u l.

T h ere w a s a  d iv in e lig h t w h ich  d id  sh in e in  u p o n  th e u n d ersta n d in g , ev er
till sin  in terp o sed  a n d  eclip sed  it; a n d  fro m  th e lig h t o f G o d 's
co u n ten a n ce d id  th e sw eet h ea t a n d  w a rm n ess o f h o lin ess a n d
u p rig h tn ess in  th e a ffectio n s p ro ceed ; so  th a t th ere w a s n o th in g  b u t
p u rity  a n d  clea n n ess in  th e so u l, n o  d a rk n ess o f ig n o ra n ce, n o  m u d d in ess
o f ca rn a l a ffectio n s, b u t th e so u l p u re a n d  tra n sp a ren t, to  receiv e th e
refresh in g  a n d  en lig h ten in g  ra y s o f G o d 's g lo rio u s co u n ten a n ce. A n d  th is
w a s th e v ery  fa ce a n d  b ea u ty  o f th e so u l. It is th a t o n ly  th a t is th e b ea u ty
a n d  ex cellen cy  o f th e crea tu re,ð co n fo rm ity  to  G o d . A n d  th is w a s



th ro u g h o u t, in  u n d ersta n d in g  a n d  a ffectio n s; th e u n d ersta n d in g
co n fo rm ed  to  h is u n d ersta n d in g , d iscern in g  b etw een  g o o d  a n d  ev il. A n d
co n fo rm ed  it b eh o v ed  to  b e, fo r it w a s b u t a  ra y  o f th a t su n , a  strea m  o f
th a t fo u n ta in  o f w isd o m , a n d  a  lig h t d eriv ed  fro m  th a t p rim itiv e lig h t o f
G o d 's u n d ersta n d in g . A n d  th en  th e w ill d id  sy m p a th ize a s m u ch  w ith  h is
w ill, a p p ro v in g  a n d  ch o o sin g  w h a t h e a p p ro v ed , a n d  refu sin g  th a t w h ich
h e h a ted . Idem  velle atque nolle, ea dem um  firm a am icitia est. T h a t w a s
th e co n ju n ctio n , a n d  it w a s m o re strict th a n  a n y  tie a m o n g  m en . T h ere
w ere n o t tw o  w ills; th ey  w ere, a s it w ere, o n e. T h e lo v e o f G o d  reflectin g
in to  th e so u l, d id , a s it w ere, ca rry  th e so u l b a ck  a g a in  u n to  h im ; a n d  th a t
w a s th e co n fo rm in g  p rin cip le w h ich  fa sh io n ed  th e w h o le m a n  w ith o u t
a n d  w ith in , to  h is lik en ess a n d  to  h is o b ed ien ce, T h u s m a n  w a s fo rm ed
fo r co m m u n io n  w ith  G o d ; th is lik en ess b eh o v ed  to  b e, o r th ey  co u ld  n o t
jo in  a s frien d s.

B u t n o w  th is ca lls u s to  a  sa d  m ed ita tio n , to  th in k  fro m  w h en ce w e h a v e
fa llen , a n d  so  h o w  g rea t o u r fa ll is. T o  fa ll fro m  su ch  a  b lessed  esta te, th a t
m u st b e g rea t m isery ! S a ta n  h a th  sp o iled  u s o f o u r rich  trea su re, th a t
g lo rio u s im a g e o f h o lin ess, a n d  h a th  d ra w n  u p o n  o u r so u ls th e v ery  v isa g e
o f h ell, th e lin ea m en ts o f h is h ellish  co u n ten a n ce. B u t th e m o st p a rt o f
m en  lie stu p id , in sen sib le o f a n y  th in g , a s b ea sts th a t a re felled  w ith  th eir
fa ll, th a t ca n  n eith er fin d  p a in  n o r rise. If w e co u ld  b u t retu rn  a n d
co n sid er w h a t a re a ll th o se sa d  a n d  w o fu l co n seq u en ces o f sin  in  th e
w o rld ,ð w h a t a  stra n g e d istem p er it h a th  p u t in  th e crea tio n ,ð w h a t
m iseries th a t o n e fa ll h a th  b ro u g h t o n  a ll m a n k in d ,ð I a m  su re b y  th ese
b ru ises w e m ig h t co n jectu re w h a t a  stra n g e fa ll it h a th  b een . S in  d id
in terp o se b etw een  G o d  a n d  u s, a n d  th is d a rk en ed  o u r so u ls a n d  k illed
th em . T h e lig h t o f k n o w led g e w a s p u t o u t, a n d  th e life o f h o lin ess
ex tin g u ish ed , a n d  n o w  th ere rem a in s n o th in g  o f a ll th a t sta tely  b u ild in g ,
b u t so m e ru in s o f co m m o n  p rin cip les o f rea so n  a n d  h o n esty  en g ra v en  o n
a ll m en 's co n scien ces, w h ich  m a y  sh o w  u n to  u s w h a t th e b u ild in g  h a th
b een . W e h a v e fa llen  fro m  h o lin ess, a n d  so  fro m  h a p p in ess. O u r so u ls a re
d efo rm ed  a n d  d efiled . Y o u  see w h a t a n  ill-fa v o u red  th in g  it is, to  see a
ch ild  w a n tin g  a n y  m em b ers [T h a t is, L a ck in g  a n y  p a rts o f its b o d y ð J T K ].
O  if sin  w ere v isib le, h o w  u g ly  w o u ld  th e sh a p e o f th e so u l b e to  u s, sin ce
it lo st th e v ery  p ro p o rtio n  a n d  v isa g e o f it, th a t is, G o d 's im a g e! L et u s
co n sid er th is d o ctrin e, th a t w e m a y  k n o w  fro m  w h en ce w e h a v e fa llen ,



a n d  in to  w h a t a  g u lf o f sin  a n d  m isery  w e h a v e fa llen , th a t th e n ew s o f
J esu s C h rist, a  M ed ia to r a n d  R ed eem er o f fa llen  m a n , m a y  b e sw eet u n to
u s. T h u s it p lea sed  th e L o rd  to  let h is im a g e b e m a rred  a n d  q u ite sp o iled
in  u s, fo r h e h a d  th is d esig n  to  rep a ir it a n d  ren ew  it b etter th a n  o f o ld ,
a n d  fo r th is en d  h e h a th  crea ted  C h rist a cco rd in g  to  h is im a g e. H e h a th
sta m p ed  th a t im a g e o f h o lin ess u p o n  h is flesh  to  b e a  p a ttern ,ð a n d  n o t
o n ly  so , b u t a  p led g e a lso ,ð o f resto rin g  su ch  so u ls a s flee u n to  h im  fo r
refu g e, u n to  th a t p rim itiv e g lo ry  a n d  ex cellen cy . K n o w  th en , th a t h e h a th
m a d e h is S o n  lik e u n to  u s, th a t w e m ig h t a g a in  b e m a d e lik e u n to  h im . H e
sa id , let o n e o f u s b e m a d e m a n , in  th e co u n sel o f red em p tio n , th a t so  it
m ig h t a g a in  b e sa id , let m a n  b e m a d e lik e u n to  u s, in  o u r im a g e. It is a
seco n d  crea tio n  m u st d o  it; a n d  O  th a t y o u  w o u ld  lo o k  u p o n  y o u r h ea rts
to  in q u ire if it b e fra m ed  in  y o u ! C erta in ly  y o u  m u st a g a in  b e crea ted  in to
th a t im a g e if y o u  b elo n g  to  C h rist. T o  h im  b e p ra ise a n d  g lo ry .

L E C T U R E  X X .
G O D 'S  W O R K S  O F  P R O V ID E N C E .

R O M . 11.3 6 . "For of him , and through him , and to him  are all things; to
w hom  be glory for ever, Am en."

P S A L M  10 3 .19 . "The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens: and
his kingdom  ruleth over all."

M A T T . 10 .2 9 . "Are not tw o sparrow s sold for a farthing? And one of
them  shall not fall on the ground w ithout your Father."

T H E R E  is n o th in g  m o re co m m o n ly  co n fessed  in  w o rd s, th a n  th a t th e
p ro v id en ce o f G o d  rea ch es to  a ll th e crea tu res a n d  th eir a ctio n s; b u t I
b eliev e th ere is n o  p o in t o f relig io n  so  su p erficia lly  a n d  slig h tly
co n sid ered  b y  th e m o st p a rt o f m en . T h e m o st p a rt p o n d er n o n e o f th ese
d iv in e tru th s. T h ere is n o th in g  a b o v e th eir sen ses w h ich  is th e su b ject o f
th eir m ed ita tio n s. A n d  fo r th e ch ild ren  o f G o d , I fea r m a n y  d o  g iv e su ch
tru th s o f G o d  to o  co m m o n  a n d  co a rse en terta in m en t in  th eir m in d s,
th ro u g h  a  co n ceit o f th e co m m o n n ess o f th em . I k n o w  n o t w h a t w e a re
ta k en  u p  w ith  in  th is a g e,ð w ith  so m e p a rticu la r tru th s m ere rem o te fro m
th e k n o w led g e o f o th ers in  fo rm er tim es, o r so m e p a rticu la r ca ses



co n cern in g  o u rselv es? Y o u  w ill fin d  th e m o st p a rt o f C h ristia n s stretch
n o t th eir th o u g h ts b ey o n d  th eir o w n  co n d itio n s o r in terests, o r so m e
p a rticu la r q u estio n s a b o u t fa ith  a n d  rep en ta n ce, & c. A n d  in  th e m ea n
tim e th e m o st w eig h ty  p o in ts o f relig io n , w h ich  h a v e b een  th e su b ject o f
th e m ed ita tio n  a n d  a d m ira tio n  o f sa in ts in  a ll a g es, a re w h o lly  la id  a sid e
th ro u g h  a  m isa p p reh en sio n  o f th eir co m m o n n ess, a s if a  m a n  w o u ld
d esp ise th e su n  a n d  th e a ir, a n d  p refer so m e ra re p iece o f sto n e o r tim b er
to  th em . C erta in ly , a s in  th e d isp o sa l o f th e w o rld , th e L o rd  h a th  in  g rea t
w isd o m  a n d  g o o d n ess m a d e th e m o st n eed fu l a n d  u sefu l th in g s m o st
co m m o n ð th o se w ith o u t w h ich  m a n  ca n n o t liv e a re a lw a y s o b v io u s to  u s,
so  th a t if a n y  th in g  b e m o re ra re, it is n o t n ecessa ry ð so  in  th is u n iv erse o f
relig io n , h e in  m ercy  a n d  w isd o m  h a th  so  fra m ed  a ll, th a t th o se p o in ts o f
tru th  a n d  b elief w h ich  a re m o st n ea r th e su b sta n ce o f sa lv a tio n  a n d
n ecessa ry  to  it, a n d  m o st fit to  ex ercise u s in  tru e g o d lin ess,ð th ese a re
ev ery w h ere to  b e fo u n d , p a rtly  en g ra v en  o n  m en 's h ea rts, p a rtly  set d o w n
m o st clea rly  a n d  o ften  in  scrip tu re, th a t a  b eliev in g  so u l ca n  lo o k  n o w h ere
b u t it m u st b rea th e in  th a t a ir o f th e g o sp el, a n d  lo o k  u p o n  th a t co m m o n
S u n  o f rig h teo u sn ess, G o d  th e C rea to r, a n d  th e h ea lin g  S u n , C h rist th e
R ed eem er, sh in in g  ev ery w h ere in  scrip tu re. T h e g en era l p ro v id en ce o f
G o d  a n d  th e sp ecia l a d m in istra tio n  o f C h rist th e S a v io u r, th ese a re
co m m o n , a n d  th ese a re essen tia l to  o u r h a p p in ess. T h erefo re th e
m ed ita tio n  o f C h ristia n s sh o u ld  ru n  m o st u p o n  th em , a n d  n o t a lw a y s
a b o u t so m e p a rticu la r q u estio n s o r d eb a tes o f th e tim e. It is a  stra n g e
th in g  h o w  p eo p le sh o u ld  b e m o re a ffected  w ith  a  d isco u rse o n  th e a ffa irs
o f th e tim e, o r o n  so m e in w a rd  th o u g h ts o f th eir o w n  h ea rts, th a n  if o n e
sh o u ld  sp ea k  o f G o d 's u n iv ersa l k in g d o m  o v er a ll m en  a n d  n a tio n s. T h a t
is a cco u n ted  a  g en era l a n d  o rd in a ry  d isco u rse; ev en  a s if m en  w o u ld  set
a t n o u g h t th e su n 's lig h t, b eca u se it sh in es to  a ll, a n d  ev ery  d a y ; o r w o u ld
d esp ise th e w a ter, b eca u se it m a y  b e fo u n d  ev ery w h ere. L et th e su n  b e
rem o v ed  fo r so m e few  d a y s, a n d  O  w h a t w o u ld  th e w o rld  a cco u n t o f it
b ey o n d  a ll y o u r cu rio u s d ev ices o r ra re en jo y m en ts! T h is is it w h ich
w o u ld  in crea se to  m o re tru e g o d lin ess, if rig h tly  b eliev ed , th a n  m a n y
o th er th in g s y e a re b u sied  w ith a l. It is o u r g en era l v iew  o f th em  m a k es
th em  b u t g en era l. I sp o k e o n ce u p o n  th is w o rd , R o m . 11.3 6 . b u t o n ly  in
referen ce to  th e en d  o f m a n , w h ich  is G o d 's g lo ry ; b u t th e w o rd s d o
ex ten d  fu rth er, a n d  w e m u st n o w  co n sid er w h a t fu rth er th ey  h o ld  fo rth .
T h e a p o stle h a th  b een  sp ea k in g  o f th e L o rd 's u n sea rch a b le w a y s a n d



ju d g m en ts to w a rd s m en  in  th e d isp en sa tio n  o f g ra ce a n d  sa lv a tio n , h o w
free a n d  h o w  a b so lu te h e is in  th a t. A n d  th is h e stren g th en s b y  th e
su p rem e w isd o m  o f G o d , w h o  d id  d irect h im . W h y  d o st th o u , O  m a n , ta k e
u p o n  th ee to  d irect h im  n o w ? F o r, w h ere w a s th ere a n y  co u n sello r w h en
h e a lo n e co n triv ed  a ll th e fra m e o f th is w o rld , a n d  th en , b y  so v ereig n
h ig h n ess a n d  su p rem a cy  o v er th e crea tu res, d isp o sed  o f th em ? F o r h e is a
d eb to r to  n o n e, th erefo re n o n e ca n  q u a rrel h im  fo r g iv in g  o r n o t g iv in g :
fo r w h o  w a s it th a t g a v e h im  first, fo r w h ich  h e sh o u ld  g iv e a  reco m p en se?
W a s th ere a n y  co u ld  p rev en t h im  w ith  a  g ift? N a y , n o n e co u ld , sa ith  h e,
'fo r o f h im , a n d  th ro u g h  h im , a n d  to  h im  a re a ll th in g s:' a n d  th erefo re h e
m u st p rev en t m en . F o r fro m  w h en ce sh o u ld  th a t g ift o f th e crea tu re,
w h ich  co u ld  o b lig e h im , h a v e its rise? It m u st b e o f G o d , if it b e a
crea tu re, a n d  th erefo re h e is in  n o  m a n 's co m m o n ; h e m u st g iv e it ere w e
h a v e it to  g iv e h im  a g a in .

T h e w o rd s a re m o st co m p reh en siv e. T h ey  co m p reh en d  a ll th in g s, a n d
th a t is v ery  la rg e. T h ere is n o th in g  w ith o u t th is co m p a ss, a n d  th ey
co m p reh en d  a ll th e d ep en d en ce o f th in g s. T h in g s d ep en d  u p o n  th a t
w h ich  m a d e th em , th a t w h ich  p reserv es th em , a n d  th a t fo r w h ich  th ey  a re
m a d e. A ll th in g s d ep en d  o n  h im  a s th eir p ro d u cin g  ca u se th a t g iv es th em
a  b ein g ; 'fo r o f h im  a re a ll th in g s.' T h ey  a lso  d ep en d  o n  h im  a s th eir
co n serv in g  ca u se, w h o  co n tin u es th eir b ein g  b y  th a t selfsa m e in flu en ce
w h erew ith  h e g a v e it; 'fo r th ro u g h  h im  a re a ll th in g s.' A n d  th en  th ey
d ep en d  o n  h im  a s th eir fin a l ca u se, fo r w h o se g lo ry  th ey  a re, a n d  a re
co n tin u ed ; fo r, 'to  h im  a re a ll th in g s.' T h u s y o u  h a v e th e b eg in n in g , th e
co n tin u a n ce, a n d  th e en d  o f th e w h o le crea tio n . T h is w o rd  m a y  lea d  u s
th ro u g h  a ll; fro m  G o d , a s th e b eg in n in g , th e a lp h a  a n d  o rig in a l o f th eir
b ein g ; th ro u g h  G o d , a s th e o n ly  su p p o rter, co n firm er, a n d  u p h o ld er o f
th eir b ein g ; a n d  u n to  G o d , a s th e v ery  en d  fo r w h ich  th ey  h a v e th eir
b ein g . N o w , to  tra v el w ith in  th is co m p a ss,ð to  w a lk  co n tin u a lly  w ith in
th is circle, a n d  to  g o  a lo n g  th is b lessed  ro u n d .ð to  b eg in  a t G o d , a n d  to  g o
a lo n g  a ll o u r w a y  w ith  h im , till w e a rriv e a n d  en d  a t G o d ,ð a n d  th u s to  d o
co n tin u a lly  in  th e jo u rn ey  o f m ed ita tio n , w h en  it su rv ey s a n y  o f h is
w o rk s,ð th is w ere, in d eed , th e v ery  p ro p er w o rk , a n d  th e sp ecia l
h a p p in ess m a n  w a s crea ted  fo r; a n d , I m a y  sa y , a  g rea t p a rt o f th a t w h ich
a  C h ristia n  is crea ted  fo r. A g a in , th ere w o u ld  b e n o th in g  m o re p o w erfu l to
th e co n fo rm in g  o f a  so u l to  G o d , a n d  to  h is o b ed ien ce a n d  fea r th a n  th is,



to  h a v e th a t p ersu a sio n  firm ly  ro o ted  in  th e h ea rtð th a t o f G o d  'a re a ll
th in g s;' th a t w h a tev er it b e, g o o d  o r ev il, th a t b efa lls u s o r o th ers,ð
w h a tev er w e o b serv e in  th e w o rld , th a t is th e su b ject o f th e th o u g h ts a n d
d isco u rses o f m en , a n d  tu rn s m en 's ey es a fter th em ,ð th a t a ll th a t is o f
G o d ; th a t is, it is in  th e w o rld ; it sta rted  o u t o f n o th in g  a t h is co m m a n d ; it
is, b eca u se h is p o w er g a v e it a  b ein g ; a n d  in  th is co n sid era tio n  to
o v erlo o k , a n d  in  a  m a n n er fo rg et, a ll seco n d  ca u ses; to  h a v e su ch
a ffectin g  a n d  u p ta k in g  th o u g h ts o f th e first p rin cip le o f a ll th ese m o tio n s,
a s to  reg a rd  th e lo w er w h eels, th a t a re n ex t u s, n o  m o re th a n  th e h a n d  o r
th e sw o rd  th a t a  m a n  strik es u s w ith : a s if th ese seco n d  ca u ses h a d  n o
in flu en ce o f th eir o w n , b u t w ere m erely  a cted  a n d  m o v ed  b y  th is su p rem e
p o w er, a s if G o d  d id  n o th in g  b y  th em , b u t o n ly  a t th eir p resen ce. W e
sh o u ld  so  la b o u r to  lo o k  o n  th o se th in g s h e d o th  b y  crea tu res, a s if h e d id
th em  a lo n e w ith o u t th e crea tu res; a s if h e w ere th is d a y  crea tin g  a  w o rld .
C erta in ly , th e so lid  fa ith  o f G o d 's p ro v id en ce w ill d ra w  o ff th e co v erin g  o f
th e crea tu re, a n d  esp y  th e secret a lm ig h ty  p o w er w h ich  a cts in  ev ery  th in g
to  b rin g  fo rth  h is g o o d  p lea su re co n cern in g  th em . A n d  th en  to  co n sid er,
w ith  th a t sa m e serio u sn ess o f m ed ita tio n , th a t th e sa m e ev erla stin g  a rm
w h ich  m a d e th em , is u n d er th em  to  su p p o rt th em ; th a t th e m o st n o b le
a n d  ex cellen t crea tu res a re b u t strea m s, ra y s, im a g es, a n d  sh a d o w s o f
G o d 's m a jesty , w h ich , a s th ey  h a v e th eir b ein g  b y  d eriv a tio n , so  th ey  h a v e
th eir co n tin u a n ce b y  th a t sa m e co n tin u ed  in flu en ce; so  th a t if h e w o u ld
in terp o se b etw een  h im self a n d  th em , o r w ith d ra w  h is co u n ten a n ce, o r
sto p  h is in flu en ce, th e m o st su fficien t o f th em  a ll sh o u ld  ev a n ish , a s th e
su n -b ea m s d ry  u p  th e strea m s o f a  fo u n ta in , a n d  d isa p p ea r a s th e im a g e
o f th e g la ss, P sa lm  10 4 .2 9 ,3 0 . O  th a t p la ce w ere a  p ertin en t o b ject o f a
C h ristia n 's m ed ita tio n ; h o w  m u ch  o f G o d  is to  b e p ressed  o u t o f it b y  a
serio u s p o n d erin g  o f it! 'T h o u  h id est th y  fa ce, th ey  a re tro u b led : th o u
ta k est a w a y  th eir b rea th , th ey  d ie a n d  retu rn  to  th eir d u st. T h o u  sen d est
fo rth  th y  S p irit, th ey  a re crea ted .' It is ev en  w ith  th e v ery  b ein g  a n d
fa cu lties o f th e crea tu re a s w ith  th e im a g e in  th e g la ss, w h ich , w h en  th e
fa ce rem o v es, it is seen  n o  m o re. T h e L o rd , a s it w ere, b rea th es in to  th em
a  b ein g ; a n d  w h en  h e ta k es in  h is b rea th  th ey  p erish ; a n d  w h en  h e sen d s
it o u t a g a in  th ey  a re ren ew ed . W e d o  n o t w o n d er a t th e sta n d in g  o f th e
w o rld , b u t th in k , if w e h a d  b een  w itn esses o f th e m a k in g  o f it, w e w o u ld
h a v e b een  filled  w ith  a d m ira tio n . B u t certa in ly  it is o n ly  o u r stu p id ity  th a t
d o th  n o t b eh o ld  th a t sa m e w o n d er co n tin u ed , fo r w h a t is th e u p h o ld in g



o f th is b y  h is p o w er, b u t a  v ery  co n tin u ed  a n d  rep ea ted  crea tio n ,ð w h ich
in flu en ce w ere a b le to  b rin g  a  w o rld  o u t o f n o th in g ? If th is h a d  n o t b een
b efo re th e v irtu e a n d  p o w er h e em p lo y s n o w  in  m a k in g  th em  su b sist, th a t
sa m e a lo n e, w ith o u t a n y  a d d itio n  o f p o w er, w o u ld  h a v e in  th e b eg in n in g
m a d e a ll th is to  b e o f n o th in g ; so  th a t th e co n tin u a n ce o f th e w o rld  is
n o th in g  else b u t a n  u n in terru p ted  a n d  co n sta n t flu x  a n d  em a n a tio n  o f
th ese th in g s fro m  G o d , a s o f lig h t fro m  th e b o d y  o f th e su n . A n d  th en  to
m ed ita te h o w  a ll th ese th in g s a re fo r h im  a n d  h is g lo ry , th o u g h  w e k n o w
n o  u se n o r en d  o f th em , y et th a t h is m a jesty  h a th  a p p o in ted  th em  to  sh o w
fo rth , o n e w a y  o r o th er, th e g lo ry  o f h is n a m e in  th em ; a n d  th o se th in g s
w h ich  to  o u r first a n d  fo o lish  a p p reh en sio n s seem  m o st co n tra ry  to  h im ,
a n d , a s it w ere, to  sp rea d  a  clo u d  o f d a rk n ess o v er h is g lo rio u s n a m eð th e
sin s a n d  p erv erse d o in g s o f m en  a n d  a n g els; th e m a n y  d iso rd ers a n d
co n fu sio n s in  th e w o rld , w h ich  seem  to  reflect so m e w a y  u p o n  h im ; th a t
y et h e h a th  h o ly  a n d  g lo rio u s en d s in  th em  a ll, y ea , th a t h im self is th e en d
o f a ll; I sa y , to  m ed ita te o n  th ese th in g s till o u r so u l receiv ed  th e sta m p  o f
rev eren ce, a n d  fea r, a n d  fa ith  in  G o d ,ð th is w o u ld  certa in ly  b e th e m o st
b eco m in g  ex ercise o f a  C h ristia n , to  b rin g  a ll th in g s d o w n  fro m  G o d , th a t
w e m ig h t retu rn  a n d  a scen d  w ith  a ll th in g s a g a in  u n to  G o d .

T h is is th e m o st su ita b le em p lo y m en t o f a  m a n , a s rea so n a b le, m u ch
m o re a s a  C h ristia n ; th a t v ery  d u ty  h e w a s crea ted  fo r. 'T h is p eo p le h a v e I
fo rm ed  fo r m y self; th ey  sh a ll sh o w  fo rth  m y  p ra ise,' Isa . 4 3 .2 1. A n d  th is is
th e sh o w in g  fo rth  o f h is p ra ise, to  fo llo w  fo rth  th e fo o tstep s o f G o d  in  th e
w o rd  a n d  in  th e w o rld ; a n d  to  p o n d er th ese p a th s o f d iv in e p o w er a n d
g o o d n ess a n d  w isd o m , a n d  to  a ck n o w led g e h im  w ith  o u r h ea rt in  a ll
th ese. H e m a d e m a n y  crea tu res o n  w h ich  h is g lo ry  a n d  p ra ise is sh o w ed
fo rth , a n d  h e m a d e th is crea tu re m a n  to  sh o w  fo rth  th a t p ra ise a n d  th a t
g lo ry  w h ich  is sh o w ed  fo rth  in  o th er crea tu res. O  b u t th is is a  d iv in e
o ffice! It is stra n g e h o w  o u r h ea rts a re ca rried  fo rth  to w a rd s b a se th in g s,
a n d  b u sied  in  m a n y  v a in , im p ertin en t, a n d  b a se em p lo y m en ts, a n d  sca rce
ev er m in d  th is g rea t o n e w e w ere crea ted  fo r.

C erta in ly , th is is th e em p lo y m en t w e w ere m a d e fo r; to  d ed u ce a ll th in g s
fro m  G o d  till w e ca n  a g a in  red u ce a ll to  h im  w ith  g lo ry ; to  b rin g  a ll d o w n
fro m  h is ev erla stin g  co u n sels, u n til w e sen d  a ll u p  to  h is etern a l g lo ry ,
to g eth er w ith  th e sa crifice o f o u r h ea rts; to  b eh o ld  a ll th in g s to  b e o f h im ,



th a t is, o f h is etern a l co u n sel a n d  d ecree,ð to  h a v e th eir rise in  th e b o so m
o f th a t; a n d  th en , th ro u g h  h im , to  p ro ceed  o u t o f th e b o so m  o f h is d ecree
a n d  p u rp o se, b y  h is p o w er, quasi obstetricante potentia, a n d  th en  to
retu rn  w ith  a ll th e p ra ise a n d  g lo ry  to  h is ev er-g lo rio u s n a m e, 'fo r w h o m
a re a ll th in g s.' T h ere is n o n e b u t th ey  w ill a llo w  G o d  so m e g o v ern m en t in
th e w o rld . S o m e w o u ld  h a v e h im  a s a  k in g , co m m a n d in g  a n d  d o in g  a ll b y
d ep u ties a n d  su b stitu tes. S o m e w o u ld  h a v e h is in flu en ce g en era l, lik e th e
su n 's u p o n  su b lu n a ry  th in g s; b u t h o w  sh a llo w  a re a ll m en 's th o u g h ts in
reg a rd  o f th a t w h ich  is? G o d  h a s p rep a red , in d eed , h is th ro n e in  th e
h ea v en s. T h a t is tru e, th a t h is g lo ry  d o th  m a n ifest itself in  so m e stra n g e
a n d  m a jestic m a n n er a b o v e; b u t th e w h o le ten o r o f S crip tu re sh o w s th a t
h e is n o t sh u t u p  in  h ea v en , b u t th a t h e im m ed ia tely  ca res fo r, g o v ern s,
a n d  d isp o ses a ll th in g  in  th e w o rld ; fo r h is k in g d o m  is o v er a ll. It is th e
w ea k n ess o f k in g s, n o t th eir g lo ry , th a t th ey  h a v e n eed  o f d ep u ties; it is
h is g lo ry , n o t b a sen ess, to  lo o k  to  th e m ea n est o f h is crea tu res. It is a  p o o r
resem b la n ce a n d  em p ty  sh a d o w  th a t k in g s h a v e o f h im ; h e ru les in  th e
k in g d o m s o f m en , a n d  to  h im  b elo n g s th e d o m in io n  a n d  th e g lo ry . H e
d eserv es th e n a m e o f a  k in g , w h o se b eck  h ea v en  a n d  ea rth  o b ey . C a n  a
k in g  co m m a n d  th a t th e sea  flo w  n o t? C a n  a  p a rlia m en t a ct a n d  o rd a in
th a t th e su n  rise n o t? O r w ill th ese o b ey  th em ? Y et a t h is d ecree a n d
co m m a n d  th e su n  is d a rk , th e sea  sta n d s still, th e m o u n ta in s trem b le; 'a t
th y  reb u k e th e sea  fled .' A la s! w h a t d o  w e m ea n  th a t w e lo o k  u p o n
crea tu res, a n d  a ct o u rselv es a s if w e w ere in d ep en d en t in  o u r b ein g  a n d
m o v in g ? H o w  m a n y  th in g s fa ll o u t, a n d  y o u  ca ll th em  ca su a l, a n d
a ttrib u te th em  to  fo rtu n e? H o w  m a n y  th in g s d o  th e w o rld  g a ze u p o n ,
th in k  u p o n , a n d  d isco u rse u p o n , a n d  y et n o t o n e th o u g h t, o n e w o rd  o f
G o d  a ll th e tim e? W h a t m o re co n tin g en t th a n  th e fa llin g  o f a  sp a rro w  o n
th e g ro u n d ? A n d  y et ev en  th a t is n o t u n ex p ected  to  h im , b u t it flo w s fro m
h is w ill a n d  co u n sel. W h a t less ta k en  n o tice o f o r k n o w n  th a n  th e h a irs o f
y o u r h ea d ? Y et th ese a re p a rticu la rly  n u m b ered  b y  h im , a n d  so  th a t n o
p o w er in  th e w o rld  ca n  a d d  to  th em  o r d im in ish  fro m  th em , w ith o u t h is
co u n sel. O  w h a t w o u ld  th e b elief o f th is d o  to  ra ise o u r h ea rts to  su ita b le
th o u g h ts o f G o d  a b o v e th e crea tu res; to  in crea se th e fea r, fa ith , a n d  lo v e
o f G o d ; a n d  to  a b a te fro m  o u r fea r o f m en , a n d  o u r v a in  a n d  u n p ro fita b le
ca res a n d  p erp lex ities? H o w  w o u ld  y o u  lo o k  u p o n  th e a ffa irs o f m en ,ð th e
co u n sels, co n triv a n ces, en d ea v o u rs, a n d  su ccesses o f m en ,ð w h en  th ey
a re tu rn in g  th in g s u p sid e d o w n , a n d  p lo ttin g  th e ru in  o f h is p eo p le, a n d



esta b lish in g  th em selv es a lo n e in  th e ea rth ? W h a t w o u ld  y o u  th in k  o f a ll
th ese rev o lu tio n s a t th is tim e? M a n y  so u ls a re a sto n ish ed  a t th em , a n d
sta n d  g a zin g  a t w h a t is d o n e a n d  to  b e d o n e. A n d  th is is th e v ery  la n g u a g e
o f y o u r sp irits a n d  w a y s; T h e L o rd  h a th  fo rsa k en  th e ea rth ; th e L o rd  seeth
n o t. T h is is th e la n g u a g e o f o u r p a rlia m en ts a n d  p eo p le. T h ey  d o  im a g in e
th a t th ey  a re d o in g  th eir o w n  b u sin ess, a n d  m a k in g  a ll su re fo r
th em selv es. B u t, O  w h a t w o u ld  a  so u l th in k  th a t co u ld  esca p e a b o v e th em
a ll, a n d  a rise u p  to  th e first w h eel o f p resen t m o tio n s! A  so u l th a t d id
sta n d  u p o n  th e ex a lted  to w er o f th e w o rd  o f G o d , a n d  lo o k ed  o ff it b y  th e
p ro sp ect o f fa ith , w o u ld  p resen tly  d isco v er th e circle in  w h ich  a ll th ese
w a n d erin g s a n d  ch a n g es a re co n fin ed , a n d  see m en , sta tes, a rm ies,
n a tio n s, a n d  a ll o f th em  d o in g  n o th in g  b u t tu rn in g  a b o u t in  a  ro u n d , a s a
h o rse in  a  m ill, fro m  G o d 's etern a l p u rp o se, b y  h is a lm ig h ty  p o w er, to  h is
u n sp ea k a b le g lo ry . Y o u  m ig h t b eh o ld  a ll th ese ex tra v a g a n t m o tio n s o f th e
crea tu res, in clo sed  w ith in  th o se lim its, th a t th ey  m u st b eg in  h ere, a n d
en d  h ere, th o u g h  th em selv es a re so  b ea stly  th a t th ey  n eith er k n o w  o f
w h o m  n o r fo r w h o m  th eir co u n sels a n d  a ctio n s a re. C erta in ly , S a ta n
ca n n o t b rea k  w ith o u t th is co m p a ss, to  serv e h is o w n  h u m o u r.
P rin cip a lities a n d  p o w ers ca n n o t d o  it. If th ey  w ill n o t g lo rify  h im  [G o d ],
h e sh a ll g lo rify  h im self b y  th em  a n d  u p o n  th em .

L E C T U R E  X X I.
O F  T H E  F IR S T  C O V E N A N T  M A D E  W IT H  M A N .

G E N . 2 .17 . "But of the tree of the know ledge of good and evil, thou shall
not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die."

G E N . 1.2 6 . "And God said, Let us m ake m an in our im age, after our
likeness: And let them  have dom inion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fow l of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth."

T H E  sta te w h erein  m a n  w a s crea ted  a t first, y o u  h ea rd  w a s ex ceed in g
g o o d ,ð a ll th in g s v ery  g o o d , a n d  h e b est o f a ll, th e ch o icest ex tern a l a n d
v isib le p iece o f G o d 's w o rk m a n sh ip , m a d e a cco rd in g  to  th e m o st ex cellen t
p a ttern ,ð 'a fter o u r im a g e.' T h o u g h  it b e a  d o u b le m isery  to  b e o n ce



h a p p y , y et seein g  th e k n o w led g e o f o u r m isery  is, b y  th e g ra ce o f G o d ,
m a d e th e en try  to  a  n ew  h a p p in ess, it is m o st n ecessa ry  to  ta k e a  v iew  o f
w h a t m a n  o n ce w a s, th a t w e m a y  b e m o re sen sib le o f w h a t h e n o w  is. Y o u
m a y  ta k e u p  th is im a g e a n d  lik en ess in  th ree b ra n ch es.

F irst, th ere w a s a  sw eet co n fo rm ity  o f th e so u l in  its u n d ersta n d in g , w ill,
a n d  a ffectio n s u n to  G o d 's h o lin ess a n d  lig h t,ð a  b ea u tifu l lig h t in  th e
m in d , d eriv ed  fro m  th a t fo u n ta in -lig h t, b y  w h ich  A d a m  d id  ex a ctly  k n o w
b o th  d iv in e a n d  n a tu ra l th in g s. W h a t a  g rea t d ifferen ce d o th  y et a p p ea r
b etw een  a  lea rn ed  m a n  a n d  a n  ig n o ra n t ru d e p erso n , th o u g h  it b e b u t in
rela tio n  to  n a tu ra l th in g s! T h e o n e is b u t lik e a  b ea st in  co m p a riso n  o f th e
o th er. O  h o w  m u ch  m o re w a s th ere b etw een  A d a m 's k n o w led g e a n d  th a t
o f th e m o st lea rn ed ! T h e h ig h est a d v a n cem en t o f a rt a n d  in d u stry  in  th is
life rea ch es n o  fu rth er th a n  to  a  lea rn ed  ig n o ra n ce o f th e m y steries in  th e
w o rk s o f G o d , a n d  y et th ere is a  w o n d erfu l sa tisfa ctio n  to  th e m in d  in  it.
B u t h o w  m u ch  sw eet co m p la cen cy  h a th  A d a m  h a d , w h o se h ea rt w a s so
en la rg ed  a s to  k n o w  b o th  th in g s h ig h er a n d  lo w er, th eir n a tu res,
p ro p erties, a n d  v irtu es, a n d  sev era l o p era tio n s! N o  d o u b t co u ld  tro u b le
h im , n o  d ifficu lty  v ex  h im , n o  co n tro v ersy  o r q u estio n  p erp lex  h im ; b u t
a b o v e a ll, th e k n o w ]ed g e o f th a t g lo rio u s a n d  etern a l B ein g , th a t g a v e h im
a  b ein g , a n d  in fu sed  su ch  a  sp irit in to  h im ,ð th e b eh o ld in g  o f su ch
in fin ite trea su res o f w isd o m , a n d  g o o d n ess, a n d  p o w er in  h im , w h a t a n
a m ia b le a n d  refresh fu l sig h t w o u ld  it b e, w h en  th ere w a s n o  clo u d  o f sin
a n d  ig n o ra n ce to  in terp o se a n d  eclip se th e fu ll en jo y m en t o f th a t
u n crea ted  lig h t! W h en  th e a sp ect o f th e su n  m a k es th e m o o n  so  g lo rio u s
a n d  b ea u tifu l, w h a t m a y  y o u  co n ceiv e o f A d a m 's so u l fra m ed  w ith  a
ca p a city  to  receiv e lig h t im m ed ia tely  fro m  G o d 's co u n ten a n ce! H o w  fa ir
a n d  b ea u tifu l w o u ld  th a t so u l b e, u n til th e d a rk  clo u d  o f sin  d id  in terp o se
itself! T h en  co n sid er, w h a t a  b ea u tifu l rectitu d e a n d  u p rig h tn ess, w h a t a
co m ely  o rd er a n d  su b o rd in a tio n  w o u ld  en su e u p o n  th is lig h t, a n d  m a k e
h is w ill a n d  a ffectio n s w o n d erfu lly  g o o d . 'G o d  m a d e m a n  u p rig h t,' E ccles.
7 .2 9 . T h ere w a s n o  th ra w  [T h a t is, tw ist.ð E  D  .] o r cra ck  in  a ll,ð a ll th e
p o w ers o f th e so u l b en d in g  u p rig h t to w a rd s th a t F o u n ta in  o f a ll g o o d n ess.
N o w  th e so u l is cro o k ed  a n d  b en d s d o w n w a rd  to w a rd s th o se b a se ea rth ly
th in g s th a t a re th e a b a sem en t o f th e so u l; th en  it lo o k ed  u p rig h t to w a rd s
G o d ,ð h a d  n o  a p p etite, n o  d elig h t b u t in  h im  a n d  h is fu lln ess, a n d  h a d  th e
m o o n  o r ch a n g ea b le w o rld  u n d er its feet. T h ere w a s a  b ea u ty  o f h o lin ess



a n d  rig h teo u sn ess w h ich  w ere th e co lo u rs th a t d id  p erfect a n d  a d o rn
th o se lin ea m en ts o f th e im a g e o f G o d  w h ich  k n o w led g e d id  d ra w  in  th e
so u l. 'H e w a s a  b u rn in g  a n d  a  sh in in g  lig h t,' m a y  b e tru ly  sa id  o f A d a m ,
w h o  h a d  a s m u ch  life a s lig h t, a s m u ch  d elig h t in  G o d  a s k n o w led g e o f
h im . T h is w a s th e rig h t co n stitu tio n  a n d  d isp o sitio n  o f m a n ,ð h is h ea d
lifted  u p  in  h o lin ess a n d  lo v e to w a rd s G o d ; h is a rm s stretch ed  o u t in
rig h teo u sn ess a n d  eq u ity  to w a rd s m a n ; a n d  a ll th e a ffectio n s o f th e m a n
u n d er th eir co m m a n d , th ey  co u ld  n o t tro u b le th is sea  w ith  a n y  tem p est,
b eca u se th ey  w ere u n d er a  p o w erfu l co m m a n d er, w h o  k ep t th em  u n d er
su ch  a w e a n d  o b ed ien ce a s th e cen tu rio n  h is serv a n ts,ð sa y in g  to  o n e, G o ,
a n d  h e g o eth , a n d  to  a n o th er, C o m e, a n d  h e co m eth , sen d in g  o u t lo v e o n e
w a y , h o ly  h a tred  a n o th er w a y . T h ese w ere a s w in g s to  th e b ird  to  flee
u p o n , a s w h eels to  th e ch a rio t to  ru n  u p o n ; th o u g h  n o w  it b e tu rn ed  ju st
co n tra ry , th a t th e ch a rio t d ra w s th e co a ch m a n , b eca u se th e m o tio n  is
d o w n w a rd . T h ere co u ld  b e n o  m o tio n  in  a n  u p rig h t m a n 's so u l till th e
h o ly  a n d  rig h teo u s w ill g a v e o u t a  sen ten ce u p o n  it. T h a t w a s th e prim um
m obile, w h ich  w a s tu rn ed  a b o u t itself b y  su ch  a n  intelligentia a s th e
u n d ersta n d in g . A n d  so  it w a s in  C h rist,ð a ffectio n  co u ld  n o t m o v e h im ,
b u t h e d id  m o v e h is o w n  a ffectio n s, h e tro u b led  h im self. In  u s th e serv a n t
rid es o n  h o rses, a n d  th e p rin ce w a lk s o n  fo o t; ev en  a s in  a  d istem p ered
so ciety , th e la w s a n d  o rd in a n ces p ro ceed  b y  a n  u n n a tu ra l w a y , fro m  th e
v io len ce o f u n ru ly  su b jects u su rp in g  o v er th eir m a sters. H o ly  a n d
rig h teo u s m a n  co u ld  b o th  ra ise u p  h is a ffectio n s, a n d  co m p o se th em
a g a in , th ey  w ere u n d er su ch  n u rtu re a n d  d iscip lin e. H e co u ld  h a v e sa id ,
H ith erto , a n d  n o  fu rth er; in  w h ich  th ere w a s so m e resem b la n ce o f G o d
ru lin g  th e ra g in g  a n d  u n ru ly  sea . B u t n o w , if o n ce th ey  g et en try  in to  o u r
city , th ey  a re m o re p o w erfu l th a n  th e g o v ern o r, a n d  w ill n o t ta k e la w s
fro m  h im , b u t g iv e h im  ra th er. W h en  w e h a v e g iv en  w a y  to  o u r p a ssio n s,
th ey  d o  n ex t w h a t th ey  p lea se, n o t w h a t w e p erm it.

N ex t h is ex cellen cy  co n sisted  in  su ch  a n  im m u n ity  a n d  freed o m  fro m  a ll
fea r o f m isery  a n d  d a n g er, fro m  a ll to u ch  o f so rro w  o r p a in , a n d  d id  en jo y
su ch  a  h o ly  co m p la cen cy  a n d  d elig h t in  h is o w n  esta te, a s m a d e h im
co m p letely  h a p p y . In  th is h e w a s lik e G o d . T h is is h is b lessed n ess, th a t h e
is a b so lu tely  w ell-p lea sed  in  h im self, th a t, h e is w ith o u t th e rea ch  o f fea r
a n d  d a n g er, th a t n o n e ca n  im p a ir it, n o n e ca n  m a tch  it. 'I a m  G o d  a n d
n o n e else;' th a t is su fficien cy  o f d elig h t to  k n o w  h im self, a n d  h is o w n



su fficien cy . In d eed , m a n  w a s m a d e ch a n g ea b le, m u ta b ly  g o o d , th a t in  th is
h e m ig h t k n o w  G o d  w a s a b o v e h im , a n d  so  m ig h t h a v e g ro u n d  o f
w a tch fu ln ess a n d  d ep en d en ce u p o n  h im  fo r co n tin u a n ce o f h is h a p p in ess
w h o  m a d e h im  h a p p y . B u t b ein g  m a d e so  u p rig h t, n o  d isq u ietin g  fea r n o r
p erp lex in g  ca re co u ld  tro u b le h im . T h en , la stly , if y o u  a d d  u n to  th is, h o ly
sa tisfa ctio n  w ith  h is o w n  sta te a n d  freed o m , th e d o m in io n  a n d
so v ereig n ty  h e h a d  o v er th e crea tu res, a s a  co n seq u en t flo w in g  fro m  th a t
im a g e, y o u  m a y  im a g in e w h a t a  h a p p y  crea tu re h e w a s. W h a tso ev er
co n ten tm en t o r sa tisfa ctio n  th e crea tu res co u ld  a ffo rd , a ll o f th em
w illin g ly  a n d  p lea sa n tly  w o u ld  co n cu r to  b esto w  it u p o n  m a n , w ith o u t h is
ca re o r to il, a s if th ey  h a d  a cco u n ted  it th eir h a p p in ess to  serv e h im . W h a t
m o re ex cellen t th a n  th is o rd er? M a n  co u n tin g  it h is h a p p in ess a n d  d elig h t
to  serv e G o d , a n d  crea tu res esteem in g  it th eir h a p p in ess to  serv e m a n , a ll
th in g s ru n n in g  to w a rd s h im  w ith  a ll th eir g o o d n ess, a s to  a  co m m o n
cen tre; a n d  h e retu rn in g  a ll to  G o d , fro m  w h en ce th ey  d id  im m ed ia tely
flo w . T h u s, b esid es th e fu lln ess a n d  rich es o f G o d 's g o o d n ess im m ed ia tely
co n ferred  u p o n  m a n , h e w a s en rich ed  w ith  a ll th e sto re a n d  g o o d n ess th a t
th e ea rth  w a s fu ll o f.

G o d  h a v in g  m a d e m a n  th u s, a n d  fu rn ish ed  h im  a fter th is m a n n er, h e
g a v e h im  a  la w , a n d  th en  h e m a d e a  co v en a n t w ith  h im . T h ere w a s a  la w
first im p rin ted  in to  A d a m , a n d  th en  a  la w  p rescrib ed  u n to  h im . T h ere w a s
a  la w  w ritten  in  h is h ea rt, th e rem a in d er o f w h ich  P a u l sa ith  m a k es th e
G en tiles 'in ex cu sa b le;' b u t it w a s p erfectly  d ra w n  in  h im . A ll th e
p rin cip les a n d  n o tio n s o f g o o d  a n d  ev il w ere ex a ctly  d ra w n  in  it. H e h a d  a
n a tu ra l d iscern in g  o f th em , a n d  a  n a tu ra l in clin a tio n  to  a ll g o o d , a n d
a v ersio n  fro m  a ll ev il, a s th ere is a  k in d  o f la w  im p o sed  b y  G o d  u p o n
o th er crea tu res, w h ich  th ey  co n sta n tly  k eep , a n d  d o  n o t sw erv e fro m ,
ev en  h is d ecree a n d  co m m a n d m en t, to  th e o b ed ien ce o f w h ich  th ey  a re
co m p o sed  a n d  fra m ed . T h e sea  h a th  a  la w  a n d  co m m a n d  to  flo w  a n d  eb b ,
a n d  it is th a t co m m a n d  th a t b rea k s its p ro u d  w a v es o n  th e sa n d , w h en
th ey  th rea ten  to  o v erflo w  m o u n ta in s. T h e b ea sts o b ey  a  la w , w ritten  in
th eir n a tu res, o f ea tin g  a n d  d rin k in g , o f sa tisfy in g  th eir sen ses, a n d  ev ery
o n e h a th  its sev era l in stin ct a n d  p ro p en sio n  to  sev era l o p era tio n s; so  G o d
g a v e a  m o re n o b le in stin ct u n to  m a n , su ita b le to  h is rea so n a b le so u l,ð a n
in stin ct a n d  im p u lse to  p lea se G o d , in  su ch  d u ties o f h o lin ess a n d
rig h teo u sn ess, a  sy m p a th y  w ith  su ch  w a y s o f in teg rity  a n d  g o d lin ess, a n d



a n  in n a te a n tip a th y  a g a in st su ch  w a y s a s w ere d isp lea sin g  to  h im  o r
d ish o n o u ra b le to  th e crea tu re. T h ere is a  k in d  o f co m elin ess a n d  sw eet
h a rm o n y  a n d  p ro p o rtio n  b etw een  su ch  w o rk s, a s th e lo v e o f G o d  a n d
m a n , th e u se o f a ll fo r h is g lo ry , o f w h o m  a ll th in g s a re, a n d  m a n 's
rea so n a b le b ein g . S u ch  a  th in g  d o th  su it a n d  b eco m e it. A g a in , o th er
th in g s, a s th e h a tred  o f G o d  a n d  m en , n eg lect a n d  fo rg etfu ln ess o f h im ,
d ru n k en n ess a n d  a b a sin g  lu sts o f th a t k in d , d o  d isa g ree, a n d  a re in d ecen t
to  it. O  h o w  h a p p y  w a s A d a m , w h en  h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess w ere n o t
w ritten  o n  ta b les o f sto n e, b u t o n  h is h ea rt, a n d  w h en  th ere w a s n o  n eed
o f ex tern a l p ersu a sio n , b u t th ere w a s a n  in w a rd  im p u lse, in clin in g  h im
stro n g ly , a n d  la y in g  a  k in d  o f sw eet n ecessity  u p o n  h im  to  th a t w h ich  w a s
b o th  h is d u ty  to  G o d  a n d  m en  a n d  h is o w n  d ig n ity  a n d  p riv ileg e! T h is
w a s, n o  q u estio n , th e v ery  b ea u ty  o f h is so u l,ð to  b e n o t o n ly  u n d er a  la w
p ro p er a n d  p ecu lia r to  h im self, b u t to  b e in w a rd ly  fra m ed  a n d  m o u ld ed  to
it,ð to  b e a  liv in g  la w  u n to  h im self.

B u t b esid es th is in w a rd  im p rin ted  la w  o f h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess,
w h ich  d id  w ith o u t m o re ru les d irect a n d  d eterm in e h im  to  th a t w h ich  is
in  itself g o o d , it p lea sed  th e L o rd  to  p rescrib e a n d  im p o se a  p o sitiv e la w
u n to  h im , to  co m m a n d  h im  a b stin en ce fro m  a  th in g  n eith er g o o d  n o r ev il,
b u t in d ifferen t, a n d  su ch  a  th in g  a s o f itself h e m ig h t h a v e d o n e a s w ell a s
m a d e u se o f a n y  o th er crea tu re. T h ere w a s n o  d ifferen ce b etw een  th e fru it
w h ich  w a s d isch a rg ed  h im , a n d  th e fru it o f th e rest o f th e g a rd en ; th ere
w a s n o th in g  in  it d id  req u ire a b stin en ce, a n d  n o th in g  in  h im  eith er. Y et
fo r m o st w ise a n d  h o ly  en d s, th e L o rd  en jo in s h im  to  a b sta in  fro m  th a t
fru it, a n d  p u ts a n  a ct o f restra in t u p o n  h im , to  a b rid g e h is lib erty  in  th a t
w h ich  m ig h t p ro v e h is o b ed ien ce, a n d  n o t h in d er h is h a p p in ess, o r
d im in ish  it; b eca u se h e fu rn ish ed  h im  a b u n d a n tly  b esid e. Y o u  m a y
p erceiv e tw o  rea so n s o f it. O n e is, th a t th e so v ereig n  p o w er a n d  d o m in io n
o f G o d  o v er a ll m en , m a y  b e m o re em in en tly  h eld  fo rth , a n d  th a t v isib ly
in  su ch  a  sy m b o l a n d  sig n . H e w h o  p u t m a n  in  su ch  a  w ell-fu rn ish ed
h o u se, a n d  p la ced  h im  in  a  p len tifu l a n d  fru itfu l g a rd en , reserv es o n e
tree, 'th o u  sh a lt n o t ea t th ereo f,' to  let A d a m  see a n d  k n o w , th a t h e is th e
so v ereig n  o w n er o f a ll th in g s, a n d  th a t h is d o m in io n  o v er th e crea tu res,
a n d  th eir serv ice u n to  h im , w a s n o t so  m u ch  fo r a n y  n a tu ra l p rero g a tiv e
o f m a n  a b o v e th em , a s o u t o f d iv in e b o u n ty  a n d  in d u lg en ce, b eca u se h e
h a d  ch o sen  a  crea tu re to  h im self to  b ea u tify  a n d  m a k e h a p p y . T h is w a s a



sta n d in g  v isib le testim o n y , to  b rin g  m a n  co n tin u a lly  to  rem em b ra n ce o f
h is so v ereig n ty , th a t b ein g  th u s fa r ex a lted  a b o v e o th er crea tu res, h e
m ig h t k n o w  h im self to  b e u n d er h is C rea to r, a n d  th a t h e w a s in fin itely
a b o v e h im ; th a t h e m ig h t rem em b er h is o w n  h o m a g e a n d  su b jectio n  to
G o d , w h en ev er h e lo o k ed  u p o n  h is d o m in io n  o v er th e crea tu res. A n d
tru ly  in  o th er n a tu ra l d u ties w h ich  a n  in w a rd  p rin cip le a n d  in stin ct d riv es
u n to , th e su ita b len ess a n d  co n v en ien cy  o r b ea u ty  o f th e th in g  d o th  o ften
p rep o n d era te, a n d  m ig h t m a k e m a n  to  o b serv e th em  w ith o u t so  m u ch
reg a rd  o f th e w ill a n d  p lea su re o f th e M o st H ig h . B u t in  th is th e L o rd
w o u ld  h a v e n o  o th er rea so n  o f o b ed ien ce to  a p p ea r b u t h is o w n  a b so lu te
w ill a n d  p lea su re, to  tea ch  a ll m en  to  co n sid er in  th eir a ctin g s ra th er th e
w ill o f th e co m m a n d er th a n  th e g o o d n ess o r u se o f th e th in g  co m m a n d ed .
A n d  th en , fo r th is rea so n , it w a s en jo in ed  to  m a k e a  m o re ex a ct tria l, a n d
to  ta k e a  m o re a m p le p ro o f o f A d a m 's o b ed ien ce. O ften tim es w e d o  th in g s
co m m a n d ed  o f G o d , b u t u p o n  w h a t g ro u n d  o r m o tiv e? B eca u se o u r o w n
in terest lies in  th em ,ð b eca u se th ere is a n  in w a rd  w eig h t a n d  pondus o f
a ffectio n  p ressin g  u s to  th em . T h e L o rd  co m m a n d s th e m u tu a l d u ties
b etw een  p a ren ts a n d  ch ild ren , b etw een  m a n  a n d  w ife, b etw een  frien d s,
d u ties o f self-p reserv a tio n  a n d  d efen ce, a n d  su ch  lik e; a n d  m a n y  a re v ery
ex a ct a n d  d ilig en t in  p erfo rm in g  th ese, b u t fro m  w h a t p rin cip le? It is ea sy
to  d iscern . N o t b eca u se th ey  a re co m m a n d ed  o f G o d ,ð n o t so  m u ch  a s a
th o u g h t o f th a t fo r th e m o st p a rt,ð b u t b eca u se o f a n  in w a rd  a n d  n a tu ra l
in clin a tio n  o f a ffectio n  to w a rd s o u rselv es a n d  o u r rela tio n s, w h ich  is lik e
a n  in stin ct a n d  a n  im p u lse d riv in g  u s to  th o se d u ties. A n d  tru ly  w e m a y
sa y , it is th e g o o d n ess a n d  b o u n ty  o f th e L o rd  th a t h a th  co n jo in ed  in  m o st
p a rts o f co m m a n d ed  d u ties o u r o w n  in terest a n d  a d v a n ta g e, o u r o w n
in clin a tio n  a n d  p ro p en sio n  w ith  h is a u th o rity , o r else th e to il a n d  p a in  o f
th em  w o u ld  o v er-b a la n ce th e w eig h t o f h is a u th o rity . N o w  th en , in  su ch
d u ties a s a re a lrea d y  im p rin ted  o n  m a n 's h ea rt, a n d  co n so n a n t to  h is o w n
rea so n , th ere ca n n o t b e a  clea r p ro o f o f o b ed ien ce to  G o d 's w ill. T h e p u re
a n d  n a k ed  n a tu re o f o b ed ien ce d o th  n o t so  clea rly  sh in e fo rth  in  th e
o b serv a tio n  o f th ese. It is n o  g rea t tria l o f th e crea tu re's su b jectio n  o f its
w ill to  h is su p rem e w ill, w h en  th ere a re so  m a n y  rea so n s b esid es h is w ill,
w h ich  m a y  in clin e m a n 's w ill u n to  it. B u t h ere, in  a  m a tter in  itself
p lea sa n t to  th e sen ses, u n to  w h ich  h e h a d  a  n a tu ra l in clin a tio n , th e L o rd
in terp o ses h im self b y  a  co m m a n d  o f restra in t, to  ta k e fu ll p ro b a tio n
w h eth er m a n  w o u ld  su b m it to  h is g o o d  p lea su re m erely  fo r itself, o r



w h eth er h e w o u ld  o b ey  m erely  b eca u se G o d  co m m a n d s. A n d  in d eed  in
su ch  lik e d u ties a s h a v e n o  co m m en d a tio n  b u t fro m  th e w ill a n d  a u th o rity
o f th e la w g iv er, it w ill a p p ea r w h eth er m a n 's o b ed ien ce b e p u re a n d
sim p le o b ed ien ce, a n d  w h eth er m en  lo v e o b ed ien ce fo r itself a lo n e, o r fo r
o th er rea so n s. T h erefo re th e L o rd  sa ith , O b ed ien ce is b etter th a n
sa crifice, a n d  d iso b ed ien ce is reb ellio n . S u p p o se, in  su ch  th in g s a s ca n
n eith er h u rt u s n o r h elp  u s, G o d  p u t a  restra in t u p o n  u s,ð th o u g h
o b ed ien ce m a y  b e o f less w o rth  th a n  in  o th er m o re su b sta n tia l th in g s, y et
d iso b ed ien ce in  su ch  ea sy  m a tters is m o st h ein o u s, b eca u se it p ro cla im s
o p en  reb ellio n  a g a in st G o d . If it b e lig h t a n d  ea sy , it is m o re ea sily
o b ey ed , a n d  th e m o re sin  a n d  w ick ed n ess in  d iso b ey in g ; a n d  th erefo re is
A d a m 's sin  ca lled  'd iso b ed ien ce' in  a  sig n a l m a n n er, (R o m . 5 .19 ,) b eca u se,
b y  refu sin g  su ch  a  sm a ll p o in t o f h o m a g e a n d  su b jectio n , h e d id  ca st o ff
G o d 's p o w er a n d  a u th o rity  o v er h im , a n d  w o u ld  n o t a ck n o w led g e h im  fo r
h is su p erio r. T h is sh o u ld  tea ch  u s, w h o  b eliev e th e rep a irin g  o f th a t im a g e
b y  J esu s C h rist, to  stu d y  su ch  a  resp ect a n d  rev eren ce to  G o d 's h o ly  w ill
a s to  d o  a ll th in g s w ith o u t m o re a sk in g  w h y  it is so . If w e o n ce k n o w  w h a t
it is, th ere is n o  m o re q u estio n  to  b e a sk ed . O f crea tu res w e m u st in q u ire
a  quare a fter a  quid,ð a  w h y , a fter w e k n o w  w h a t th eir w ill is. B u t
C h ristia n s sh o u ld  h a v e th eir w ills so  su b d u ed  u n to  G o d 's, th a t th o u g h  n o
p ro fit n o r a d v a n ta g e w ere to  red o u n d  b y  o b ed ien ce, th o u g h  it w ere in
th in g s rep u g n a n t a n d  cro ss to  o u r in clin a tio n  a n d  h u m o u r, y et w e sh o u ld
serv e a n d  o b ey  h im  a s a  testim o n y  o f o u r h o m a g e a n d  su b jectio n  to  h im .
A n d  till w e lea rn  th is, a n d  b e m o re a b stra cted  fro m  o u r o w n  in terests in
th e w a y s o f o b ed ien ce, ev en  fro m  th e in terests o f p ea ce, a n d  co m fo rt, a n d
lib erty , w e d o  n o t o b ey  h im  b eca u se h e co m m a n d s, b u t fo r o u r o w n  sa k es.
It is th e p ra ctice o f A n tin o m ia n s, a n d  co n tra ry  to  tru e g o d lin ess, to  lo o k
u p o n  th e la w  o f G o d  a s th e crea tu re's b o n d a g e, a s m o st o f u s d o  in  o u r
w a lk in g . A  C h ristia n , in  w h o m  th e im a g e o f G o d  is ren ew ed  a cco rd in g  to
rig h teo u sn ess a n d  h o lin ess, sh o u ld  esteem  su b jectio n  a n d  co n fo rm ity  to  a
la w , a n d  to  th e w ill o f G o d , h is o n ly  tru e lib erty , y ea , th e v ery  b ea u ty  o f
th e so u l; a n d  n ev er is a  so u l a d v a n ced  in  co n fo rm ity  to  G o d , till th is b e its
d elig h t, n o t a  b u rd en  o r ta sk .

L E C T U R E  X X II.
O F  T H E  F IR S T  C O V E N A N T .



G A L . 3 .12 . "The law  is not of faith; but the m an that doeth them  shall live
in them ."

G E N . 2 .17 . "But of the tree of the know ledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die."

T H E  L o rd  m a d e a ll th in g s fo r h im self, to  sh o w  fo rth  th e g lo ry  o f h is
n a m e; a n d  m a n  in  a  m o re em in en t a n d  sp ecia l m a n n er, fo r m o re em in en t
m a n ifesta tio n s o f h im self; th erefo re a ll h is d ea lin g s to w a rd s m en ,
w h eth er rig h teo u s o r sin fu l, d o  d ecla re th e g lo ry  o f G o d . P a rticu la rly , in
referen ce to  th e p resen t p u rp o se, h e reso lv ed  to  m a n ifest tw o  sh in in g
p ro p erties,ð h is so v ereig n ty  a n d  g o o d n ess. H is so v ereig n ty  is sh o w ed , in
g iv in g  o u t a  la w  a n d  co m m a n d  to  th e crea tu re; a n d  h is g o o d n ess is
m a n ifested  in  m a k in g  a  co v en a n t w ith  h is crea tu re; a s h ere y o u  see th e
term s o f a  co v en a n t, a  d u ty  req u ired , a n d  a  p ro m ise m a d e, a n d , in  ca se o f
fa ilin g , a  th rea ten in g  co n fo rm ed  to  th e p ro m ise. H e m ig h t h a v e req u ired
o b ed ien ce sim p ly , a s th e L o rd  a n d  so v ereig n  o w n er o f th e b ein g  a n d
o p era tio n s o f th e crea tu res; a n d  th a t w a s en o u g h  o f o b lig a tio n  to  b in d  a ll
flesh , th a t th e C rea to r is la w g iv er, th a t h e w h o  g iv es a  b ein g  d o th  set
b o u n d s a n d  lim its to  th e ex ercise a n d  u se o f th a t b ein g . B u t it p lea sed  th e
L o rd , in  h is in fin ite g o o d n ess a n d  lo v e, to  a d d  a  p ro m ise a n d  th rea ten in g
to  th a t la w  a n d  co m m a n d , a n d  so  tu rn s it to  th e n a tu re o f a  v o lu n ta ry
co v en a n t a n d  a g reem en t, w h ereb y  h e d o th  m itig a te a n d  sw eeten  h is
a u th o rity  a n d  p o w er, a n d  co n d escen d s so  lo w  to  m a n  a s to  ta k e o n
h im self a  g rea ter o b lig a tio n  th a n  h e p u ts u p o n  m a n , 'D o  th is, a n d  th o u
sh a lt liv e.' H e m ig h t th en , o u t o f h is a b so lu ten ess a n d  p o w er, h a v e
req u ired  a t th e crea tu re's h a n d  a n y  term s h e p lea sed , ev en  th e h a rd est
w h ich  co u ld  b e im a g in ed , a n d  y et n o  in ju stice in  h im . H e m ig h t h a v e p u t
la w s o n  m en  to  restra in  a ll th eir n a tu ra l lib erty , a n d  in  ev ery  th in g , to
p ro cla im  n o th in g  b u t h is o w n  su p rem a cy . B u t O  w h a t g o o d n ess a n d
co n d escen sio n  is ev en  in  th e v ery  m a tter o f th e la w ; a n d  th en  in  th e
m a n n er o f p rescrib in g  it w ith  a  p ro m ise! In  th e m a tter, so  ju st a n d
eq u ita b le to  co n v in ce a ll m en 's co n scien ces, y ea , ev en  en g ra v en  o n  th eir
h ea rts, th a t h e la y s n o t m a n y  b u rd en s o n , b u t w h a t m en 's co n scien ces
m u st la y  o n  th em selv es; th a t th ere is n o th in g  in  it a ll, w h en  su m m ed  u p ,
h a rd er th a n  th is,ð lo v e G o d  m o st o f a ll, a n d  th y  n eig h b o u r a s th y self,



w h ich  a ll m en  m u st p ro cla im  to  b e d u e, th o u g h  it h a d  n o t b een  req u ired ;
a n d  b u t o n e p recep t a d d ed  b y  h is m ere w ill, w h ich  y et w a s so  ea sy  a  th in g ,
a s it w a s a  w o n d er th e L o rd  o f a ll p u t n o  o th er co n d itio n s o n  th e
crea tu res. A n d  th en  fo r th e m a n n er; th a t it is p ro p o u n d ed  co v en a n t-w ise,
w ith  a  p ro m ise, n o t to  ex p ect th e crea tu re's co n sen tð fo r it d id  n o t
d ep en d  o n  h is a ccep ta tio n , h e b ein g  b o u n d  to  a ccep t a n y  term s h is L o rd
p ro p o u n d ed ð b u t b eca u se th e m a tter a n d  a ll w a s so  eq u ita b le, a n d  th e
co n d itio n s so  a m p le, th a t if it h a d  b een  p ro p o u n d ed  to  a n y  ra tio n a l m a n ,
h e w o u ld  h a v e co n sen ted  w ith  a n  a d m ira tio n  a t G o d 's g o o d n ess. In d eed ,
if w e sp ea k  strictly , th ere ca n n o t b e a  p ro p er co v en a n t b etw een  G o d  a n d
m a n ,ð th ere is su ch  a n  in fin ite d ista n ce b etw een  su ch  u n eq u a l p a rties,
o u r o b ed ien ce a n d  p erfo rm a n ce b ein g  a b so lu tely  in  h is p o w er. W e ca n n o t
p ro m ise it a s o u r o w n , a n d  it b ein g  b u t o u r d u ty , w e ca n n o t cra v e o r
ex p ect a  rew a rd  in  ju stice, n eith er ca n  h e o w e a n y  th in g  to  th e crea tu re.
Y et it p lea sed  h is m a jesty  to  p ro p o u n d  it in  th ese term s, a n d  to  sto o p  so
lo w  u n to  m en 's ca p a cities, a n d , a s it w ere, co m e o ff th e th ro n e o f h is
so v ereig n ty , b o th  to  req u ire su ch  d u ties o f m en , a n d  to  p ro m ise u n to
th em  su ch  a  free rew a rd . A n d  th e rea so n s o f th is m a y  b e p la in  u p o n  G o d 's
p a rt a n d  u p o n  o u rs. In  su ch  d ea lin g , h e co n su lted  h is o w n  g lo ry , a n d
m a n 's g o o d . H is o w n  g lo ry , I sa y , is m a n ifested  in  it, a n d  ch iefly  th e g lo ry
o f h is g o o d n ess a n d  lo v e, th a t th e M o st H ig h  co m es d o w n  so  lo w  a s to
a rticle w ith  h is o w n  fo o tsto o l, th a t h e ch a n g es h is a b so lu te rig h t in to  a
m o d era te a n d  tem p era te g o v ern m en t, a n d  tem p ers h is lo rd ly  a n d  tru ly
m o n a rch ica l p o w er b y  su ch  a  co m m ix tu re o f g en tlen ess a n d  g o o d n ess, in
req u irin g  n o th in g  b u t w h a t m a n  b eh o v ed  to  ca ll rea so n a b le a n d  d u e, a n d
in  p ro m isin g  so  m u ch  a s n o  crea tu re co u ld  ch a llen g e a n y  title to  it. W h en
th e la w  w a s p ro m u lg a ted , 'D o  th is,' ea t n o t o f th is tree, A d a m 's co n scien ce
b eh o v ed  to  sa y , "A m en , L o rd ; a ll is d u e, a ll th e rea so n  in  th e w o rld  fo r it."
B u t w h en  th e p ro m ise is a d d ed , a n d  th e tru m p et so u n d s lo n g er, "T h o u
sh a lt liv e!" O  m o re th a n  rea so n , m o re th a n  is d u e, m u st h is co n scien ce
sa y ! It w a s rea so n , th a t th e m o st h ig h  L o rd  sh o u ld  u se h is fo o tsto o l a s h is
fo o tsto o l, a n d  set h is serv a n t in  th e p la ce o f a  serv a n t, a n d  so  k eep
d ista n ce fro m  h im . B u t h o w  stra n g e is it th a t h e h u m b les h im self to  m a k e
frien d sh ip  w ith  m a n , to  a ssu m e h im  in  a  k in d  o f fa m ilia rity  a n d  eq u a lity ?
A n d  th is C h rist is n o t fo rg etfu l o f. W h en  h e resto res m en , h e p u ts th em  in
a ll th eir fo rm er d ig n ities; 'I ca ll y o u  n o t serv a n ts b u t frien d s.' N ex t, h is
w isd o m  d o th  a p p ea r in  th is, th a t w h en  h e h a d  m a d e a  rea so n a b le



crea tu re, h e ta k es a  w a y  o f d ea lin g , su ita b le to  h is n a tu re, to  b rin g  fo rth
w illin g  a n d  free o b ed ien ce b y  th e p ersu a sio n  o f su ch  a  rew a rd , a n d  th e
terro r o f su ch  a  p u n ish m en t. H e m o st w isely  d id  en clo se th e w ill o f m a n ,
a s it w ere, o n  b o th  sid es, w ith  h ed g es o f p u n ish m en t a n d  rew a rd , w h ich
m ig h t h a v e b een  a  su fficien t d efen ce o r g u a rd  a g a in st a ll th e irru p tio n s o f
co n tra ry  p ersu a sio n s, th a t m a n  m ig h t co n tin u e in  o b ed ien ce, a n d  th a t
w h en  h e w en t to  th e rig h t h a n d  o r left, h e m ig h t b e k ep t in , b y  th e h o p e o f
su ch  a n  a m p le p ro m ise, a n d  th e fea r o f su ch  a  d rea d fu l th rea ten in g . B u t
th en  th e rig h teo u sn ess o f G o d  d o th  a p p ea r in  th is; fo r th ere is n o th in g
d o th  m o re illu stra te th e ju stice o f th e ju d g e, th a n  w h en  th e m a lefa cto r
h a th  b efo re co n sen ted  to  su ch  a  p u n ish m en t in  ca se o f tra n sg ressio n ,
w h en  th e la w  is co n firm ed  b y  th e co n sen t a n d  a p p ro b a tio n  o f m a n . N o w
h e h a s m a n  su b scrib in g  a lrea d y  to  h is ju d g m en t, a n d  so  a ll th e w o rld
m u st sto p  th eir m o u th  a n d  b eco m e g u ilty  in  ca se o f tra n sg ressio n  o f su ch
a  rig h teo u s co m m a n d  a fter su ch  w a rn in g .

B u t, in  th e n ex t p la ce, it is n o  less fo r m a n 's g o o d . W h a t a n  h o n o u r a n d
d ig n ity  w a s p u t u p o n  m a n , w h en  h e w a s ta k en  in to  frien d sh ip  w ith  G o d !
T o  b e in  co v en a n t o f frien d sh ip  w ith  a  k in g , O  w h a t a  d ig n ity  is it
a cco u n ted ! A n d  so m e d o  a cco u n t it a  g rea t p riv ileg e to  b e in  co m p a n y ,
a n d  co n v erse w ith  so m e em in en t a n d  g rea t p erso n . B u t m a y  n o t m en  sa y
w ith  th e P sa lm ist, L o rd , 'w h a t is m a n  th a t th o u  a rt m in d fu l o f h im , o r th e
so n  o f m a n  th a t th o u  v isitest h im ?' P sa lm  8 . A g a in , w h a t w a y  m o re fit a n d
su ita b le to  stir u p  a n d  co n stra in  A d a m  u n to  a  w illin g  a n d  co n sta n t
o b ed ien ce, w h en  h e h a d  th e en co u ra g em en t o f su ch  a  g ra cio u s rew a rd ,
a n d  th e d eterm en t o f su ch  a  fea rfu l p u n ish m en t? B etw een  th ese tw o
b a n k s m ig h t th e silv er strea m s o f o b ed ien ce h a v e ru n  fo r ev er w ith o u t
b rea k in g  o v er. H e w a s b o u n d  to  a ll, th o u g h  n o th in g  h a d  b een  p ro m ised .
B u t th en  to  h a v e su ch  a  h o p e, w h a t sp irits m ig h t it a d d  to  h im ? T h e L o rd
h a d  b een  free, u p o n  m a n 's o b ed ien ce, eith er to  co n tin u e h im  h is h a p p y
esta te, o r to  d en u d e h im  o f it, o r to  a n n ih ila te h im . T h ere w a s n o
o b lig a tio n  ly in g  o n  h im . B u t n o w , w h a t co n firm a tio n  m ig h t m a n  h a v e b y
lo o k in g  u p o n  th e certa in  reco m p en se o f rew a rd ð w h en  G o d  b rin g s
h im self freely  u n d er a n  o b lig a tio n  o f a  p ro m ise, a n d  so  a scerta in s it to  h is
so u l, w h ich  h e co u ld  n ev er h a v e d rea m ed  o f, a n d  g iv es h im  lib erty  to
ch a llen g e h im  u p o n  h is fa ith fu ln ess to  p erfo rm  it!



A n d  th en , la stly , T h ere w a s n o  w a y  so  fit to  co m m en d  G o d , a n d  sw eeten
h im  u n to  h is so u l a s th is. A d a m  k n ew  th a t h is g o o d n ess co u ld  n o t ex ten d
to  G o d ; th a t h is rig h teo u sn ess co u ld  n o t h elp  h im , n o r h is w ick ed n ess
h u rt h im , a n d  so  co u ld  ex p ect n o th in g  fro m  h is ex a ct o b ed ien ce. B u t n o w ,
w h en  G o d 's g o o d n ess d o th  so  o v erflo w  u p o n  th e crea tu re, a n d  th e L o rd
ta k es p lea su re to  co m m u n ica te h im self to  m a k e o th ers h a p p y , th o u g h  h e
h a d  n eed  o f n o n e, O  h o w  m u st it en g a g e th e h ea rt o f m a n  to  a  d elig h tfu l
rem em b ra n ce, a n d  co n v erse w ith  th a t G o d ! A s h is a u th o rity  sh o u ld
im p rin t rev eren ce, so  h is g o o d n ess th u s m a n ifested  sh o u ld  en g ra v e
co n fid en ce. A n d  th u s th e life o f m a n  w a s n o t o n ly  a  life o f o b ed ien ce, b u t
a  life o f p lea su re a n d  d elig h t; n o t o n ly  a  h o ly , b u t a  h a p p y  life, y ea , h a p p y
in  h o lin ess.

N o w , a s it w a s P a u l's g rea t b u sin ess in  p rea ch in g , to  rid e m a rch es
b etw een  th e co v en a n t o f g ra ce, a n d  th e co v en a n t o f w o rk s,ð to  ta k e m en
o ff th a t o ld  b ro k en  sh ip  to  th is su re p la n k  o f g ra ce th a t is o ffered  b y  J esu s
C h rist to  d ro w n in g  so u ls,ð so  it w o u ld  b e o u r g rea t w o rk  to  sh o w  u n to
y o u  th e n a tu re o f th is co v en a n t, a n d  th e term s th ereo f, th a t y o u  m a y
h en cefo rth  fin d  a n d  k n o w  th a t sa lv a tio n  to  b e n o w  im p o ssib le b y  th e la w
w h ich  so  m a n y  seek  in  it. W e h a v e n o  erra n d  to  sp ea k  o f th e first A d a m ,
b u t th e b etter to  lea d  y o u  to  th e seco n d . O u r life w a s o n ce in  th e first, b u t
h e lo st h im self a n d  u s b o th ; b u t th e seco n d , b y  lo sin g  h im self, sa v es b o th .
W e h a v e n o th in g  to  d o  to  sp ea k  o f th e first co v en a n t, b u t th a t w e m a y
lea d  y o u , o r p u rsu e y o u  ra th er to  th e seco n d , esta b lish ed  o n  b etter term s
a n d  b etter p ro m ises.

T h e term s o f th is [first] co v en a n t a re,ð D o  th is a n d  liv e. P erfect o b ed ien ce
w ith o u t o n e jo t o f fa ilin g  o r fa llin g ,ð a n  en tire a n d  u n iv ersa l
a cco m p lish m en t o f th e w h o le w ill o f G o d ,ð th a t is th e d u ty  req u ired  o f
m a n . T h ere is n o  la titu d e left in  th e b a rg a in  to  a d m it en d ea v o u rs in stea d
o f p erfo rm a n ce, o r d esire in stea d  o f d u ty . T h ere is n o  p la ce fo r
rep en ta n ce h ere. If a  m a n  fa il in  o n e p o in t, h e fa lls fro m  th e w h o le
p ro m ise; b y  th e ten o r o f th is b a rg a in , th ere is n o  h o p e o f reco v ery . If y o u
w o u ld  h a v e th e d u ty  in  a  w o rd , it is a  lo v e o f G o d  w ith  a ll o u r h ea rt a n d
so u l, a n d  o u r n eig h b o u r a s o u rselv es; a n d  th a t testified  a n d  v erified  in  a ll
d u ties a n d  o ffices o f o b ed ien ce to  G o d , a n d  lo v e to  m en , w ith o u t th e lea st
m ix tu re o f sin  a n d  in firm ity . N o w , th e p ro m ise o n  G o d 's p a rt is in d eed



la rg er th a n  th a t d u ty , n o t o n ly  b eca u se u n d eserv ed , b u t ev en  in  th e
m a tter o f it, it is so  a b u n d a n t,ð life, etern a l life, co n tin u a n ce in  a  h a p p y
esta te. T h ere is a  th rea ten in g  a d d ed , 'In  th e d a y  th o u  ea test th o u  sh a lt
su rely  d ie;' th a t is, th o u  sh a lt b eco m e a  m o rta l a n d  m isera b le crea tu re,
su b ject to  m isery  h ere a n d  h erea fter; w h ich  is m o re p ressin g ly  set d o w n
in  th a t w o rd , 'C u rsed  is h e th a t a b id eth  n o t in  a ll th in g s w ritten  in  th e la w
to  d o  th em .' It is v ery  p erem p to ry ; th a t m en  d rea m  n o t o f esca p in g  w ra th
w h en  th ey  b rea k  b u t in  o n e, su p p o se th ey  d id  a b id e in  a ll th e rest. C u rsed
is ev ery  m a n  fro m  th e h ig h est to  th e lo w est; th e L o rd  A lm ig h ty  is en g a g ed
a g a in st h im . H is co u n ten a n ce, h is p o w er is a g a in st h im , to  d estro y  h im
a n d  m a k e h im  m isera b le. W h o ev er d o th  fa il b u t in  o n e jo t o f th e
co m m a n d s, h e sh a ll n o t o n ly  fa ll fro m  th a t b lessed  co n d itio n  freely
p ro m ised , b u t lo se a ll th a t h e a lrea d y  p o ssessed , fa ll fro m  th a t im a g e o f
G o d , d o m in io n  o v er th e crea tu res, a n d  in cu r, in stea d  o f th a t p o ssessed
a n d  ex p ected  h a p p in ess, m isery  h ere o n  so u l a n d  b o d y , in  p a in s,
sick n esses, tro u b les, g riefs, & c., a n d  etern a l m isery  o n  b o th , w ith o u t
m ea su re, h erea fter,ð 'etern a l d estru ctio n  fro m  th e p resen ce o f th e L o rd ,
a n d  th e g lo ry  o f h is p o w er.' (2  T h es. 1.9 .)

N o w , 'th e la w  is n o t o f fa ith ,' sa ith  th e a p o stle. T h is o p en s u p  th e n a tu re
o f th e b a rg a in ; a n d  th e o p p o sitio n  b etw een  th e p resen t co v en a n t a n d  th a t
w h ich  is m a d e w ith  lo st sin n ers w ith  a  M ed ia to r. T h is co v en a n t is ca lled ,
o f w o rk s, 'D o  th is, a n d  liv e;' to  h im  th a t w o rk eth  is th e p ro m ise m a d e,
th o u g h  freely  to o . It is g ra ce, th a t o n ce a  rew a rd  sh o u ld  b e p ro m ised  to
o b ed ien ce; b u t h a v in g  o n ce reso lv ed  to  g iv e it, h erein  ju stice a p p ea rs in
a n  eq u a l a n d  u n ifo rm  d istrib u tio n  o f th e rew a rd , a cco rd in g  to  w o rk s; so
th a t w h ere th ere is a n  eq u a lity  o f w o rk s th ere sh a ll b e a n  eq u a lity  o f
rew a rd , a n d  n o  d ifferen ce p u t b etw een  p erso n s eq u a l; w h ich  is th e v ery
freed o m  o f th e co v en a n t o f g ra ce, th a t it p a sses o v er a ll su ch
co n sid era tio n s, a n d  d ea ls eq u a lly  in  m ercy  w ith  u n eq u a l sin n ers, a n d
u n eq u a lly , it m a y  b e, w ith  th em  th a t a re eq u a l in  n a tu re.

Y o u  m a y  a sk , w a s n o t A d a m  to  b eliev e in  G o d  a n d  d id  n o t th e la w  req u ire
fa ith ? I a n sw er, C h rist d istin g u ish es a  tw o fo ld  fa ith : 'Y o u  b eliev e in  G o d ,
b eliev e a lso  in  m e.' N o  q u estio n  h e w a s ca lled  to  b eliev e in  G o d  th e
crea to r o f th e w o rld , a n d  th a t in  a  th reefo ld  co n sid era tio n .

F irst, to  d ep en d  o n  G o d  th e self-b ein g  a n d  fo u n ta in -g o o d . H is o w n



g o o d n ess w a s b u t a  flu x  a n d  em a n a tio n  fro m  th a t S u n  o f R ig h teo u sn ess,
a n d  so  w a s to  b e p erp etu a ted  b y  co n sta n t a b id in g  in  h is sig h t. T h e
in terp o sitio n  o f m a n 's self b etw een  h im  a n d  G o d  d id  so o n  b rin g  o n  th is
etern a l n ig h t o f d a rk n ess. N a tu re m ig h t h a v e ta u g h t h im  to  liv e in  h im  in
w h o m  h e h a d  life a n d  b ein g  a n d  m o tio n , a n d  to  fo rg et a n d  lo o k  o v er h is
o w n  p erfectio n s a s ev a n ish in g  sh a d o w s. B u t th is q u ick ly  ex tin g u ish ed  h is
life, w h en  h e b eg a n  to  liv e in  h im self.

N ex t, h e w a s o b lig ed  to  b eliev e G o d 's w o rd , b o th  th rea ten in g  a n d
p ro m ise, a n d  to  h a v e th ese co n sta n tly  in  h is v iew . A n d  certa in ly , if h e h a d
k ep t in  h is serio u s co n sid era tio n , th e in estim a b le b lessin g  o f life
p ro m ised , a n d  th e fea rfu l cu rse o f d ea th  th rea ten ed ,ð if h e h a d  n o t b een
in d u ced  first to  d o u b t, a n d  th en  to  d en y  th e tru th  a n d  rea lity  o f th ese,ð h e
h a d  n o t a ttem p ted  su ch  a  d esp era te reb ellio n  a g a in st th e L o rd .

T h en , th ird ly , h e w a s to  b eliev e a n d  p ersu a d e h im self o f th e L o rd 's
fa th erly  lo v e, a n d  th a t th e L o rd  w a s w ell-p lea sed  w ith  h is o b ed ien ce; a n d
th is fa ith  w o u ld  certa in ly  b eg et m u ch  p ea ce a n d  q u ietn ess in  h is m in d ,
a n d  a lso  co n stra in  h im  to  lo v e h im , a n d  liv e to  h im  w h o  lo v ed  h im , a n d
g a v e h im  life a n d  h a p p in ess o u t o f lo v e. Y et th is h o ld s tru e th a t th e
a p o stle sa ith , 'th e la w  is n o t o f fa ith ,' to  w it, in  a  M ed ia to r a n d  R ed eem er.
It w a s a  b o n d  o f im m ed ia te frien d sh ip ; th ere n eed ed  n o n e to  m ed ia te
b etw een  G o d  a n d  m a n ; th ere n eed ed  n o  reco n ciler w h ere th ere w a s n o
o d d s n o r d ista n ce. B u t th e g o sp el is o f fa ith  in  a  M ed ia to r; it is th e so u l
p lig h tin g  its h o p e u p o n  J esu s C h rist in  its d esp era te n ecessity , a n d  so
su p p o ses m a n  sin fu l a n d  m isera b le in  h im self, a n d  in  h is o w n  sen se to o ,
a n d  so  p u ttin g  o v er h is w eig h t a n d  b u rd en  u p o n  o n e w h o m  G o d  h a th
m a d e m ig h ty  to  sa v e. T h e la w  is n o t o f fa ith , b u t o f p erfect w o rk s,ð a
w a tch -w o rd  b ro u g h t in  o f p u rp o se to  b rin g  m en  o ff th eir h a n k erin g  a fter
a  b ro k en  a n d  d esp era te co v en a n t. It a d m its n o  rep en ta n ce, it sp ea k s o f n o
p a rd o n , it d ecla res n o  ca u tio n er o r red eem er. T h ere is n o th in g  to  b e
ex p ected , a cco rd in g  to  th e ten o r o f th a t co v en a n t, b u t w ra th  fro m  h ea v en ;
eith er p erso n a l o b ed ien ce in  a ll, o r p erso n a l p u n ish m en t fo r ev er. T h a t is
th e v ery  term s o f it, a n d  it k n o w s n o  o th er th in g . E ith er b rin g  co m p lete
rig h teo u sn ess a n d  h o lin ess to  th e p ro m ise o f life, o r ex p ect n o th in g  b u t
d ea th .

T h is m a y  b e a  sa d  m ed ita tio n  to  u s, to  sta n d  a n d  lo o k  b a ck  to  o u r fo rm er



esta te, a n d  co m p a re it w ith  th a t in to  w h ich  w e a re fa llen . T h a t im a g e w e
sp o k e o f, is d efa ced  a n d  b lo tted  o u t, w h ich  w a s th e g lo ry  o f th e crea tio n ;
a n d  n o w  th ere is n o th in g  so  m o n stro u s, so  d efo rm ed  in  th e w o rld  a s m a n .
T h e co rru p tio n  o f th e b est th in g s is a lw a y s w o rst; th e ru in s o f th e m o st
n o b le crea tu re a re m o st ru in o u s; th e sp o t o f th e so u l m o st a b o m in a b le.
W e a re n o th in g  b u t a  m a ss o f d a rk n ess, ig n o ra n ce, erro r, in o rd in a te lu st;
n o th in g  b u t co n fu sio n , d iso rd er, a n d  d istem p ers in  th e so u l, a n d  in  th e
co n v ersa tio n  o f m en ; a n d , in  su m , th a t b lessed  b o n d  o f frien d sh ip  w ith
G o d  b ro k en , d isco rd  a n d  en m ity  en tered  u p o n  o u r sid e a n d  sep a ra ted  u s
fro m  G o d , a n d  so  w e ca n  ex p ect n o th in g  fro m  th a t first co v en a n t b u t th e
cu rse a n d  w ra th  th rea ten ed . 'B y  o n e m a n 's d iso b ed ien ce' sin  en tered
u p o n  a ll, 'a n d  d ea th  b y  sin ;' b eca u se in  th a t a g reem en t A d a m  w a s a
co m m o n  p erso n  rep resen tin g  u s, a n d  th u s a re a ll m en  o n ce su b ject to
G o d 's ju d g m en t, a n d  co m e sh o rt o f th e g lo ry  o f G o d , fa llen  fro m  life in to  a
sta te o f d ea th , a n d , fo r a n y  th in g  th a t co u ld  b e ex p ected , irreco v era b ly .
B u t it h a th  p lea sed  th e L o rd , in  h is in fin ite m ercy , to  m a k e a  b etter
co v en a n t in  C h rist h is S o n , th a t, w h a t w a s im p o ssib le to  th e la w , b y
rea so n  o f o u r w ea k n ess a n d  w ick ed n ess, h is S o n , sen t in  th e flesh ,
co n d em n ed  fo r sin , m ig h t a cco m p lish , R o m . 8 .3 . T h ere is so m e co m fo rt
y et a fter th is; th a t co v en a n t w a s n o t th e la st, a n d  th a t sen ten ce w a s n o t
irrev o ca b le. H e m a k es a  n ew  tra n sa ctio n , la y s th e in iq u ity  o f h is elect
u p o n  C h rist, a n d  p u ts th e cu rse u p o n  h is sh o u ld ers w h ich  w a s d u e to
th em . J u stice ca n n o t a d m it th e a b ro g a tio n  o f th e la w , b u t m ercy  p lea d s
fo r a  tem p era m en t o f it. A n d  th u s th e L o rd  d isp en ses w ith  p erso n a l
sa tisfa ctio n , w h ich  in  rig o u r h e m ig h t h a v e cra v ed ; a n d  fin d s o u t a
ra n so m , a d m its a n o th er sa tisfa ctio n  in  th eir n a m e. A n d  in  th e n a m e o f
th a t C a u tio n er a n d  R ed eem er is sa lv a tio n  p rea ch ed  u p o n  b etter term s:
B eliev e a n d  th o u  sh a lt b e sa v ed , R o m . 10 .9 . T h o u  lo st a n d  u n d o n e sin n er,
w h o ev er th o u  a rt, th a t fin d est th y self g u ilty  b efo re G o d , a n d  th a t th o u
ca n st n o t sta n d  in  ju d g m en t b y  th e fo rm er co v en a n t,ð th o u  w h o  h a st n o
p erso n a l rig h teo u sn ess, a n d  tru stest in  n o n e,ð co m e h ere, em b ra ce th e
rig h teo u sn ess o f th y  C a u tio n er,ð receiv e h im , a n d  rest o n  h im , a n d  th o u
sh a lt b e sa v ed .

L E C T U R E  X X III.
O F  T H E  S T A T E  W H E R E IN  M A N  W A S  C R E A T E D , A N D  H O W  T H E



IM A G E  O F  G O D  IS  D E F A C E D .

E C C L . 7 .2 9 . "Lo, this only have I found, that God hath m ade m an
upright; but they have sought out m any inventions."

T H E  o n e h a lf o f tru e relig io n  co n sists in  th e k n o w led g e o f o u rselv es, th e
o th er h a lf in  th e k n o w led g e o f G o d ; a n d  w h a tev er b esid es th is m en  stu d y
to  k n o w  a n d  a p p ly  th eir h ea rts u n to , it is v a in  a n d  im p ertin en t, a n d  lik e
m ed d lin g  in  o th er m en 's m a tters, n eg lectin g  o u r o w n , if w e d o  n o t g iv e
o u r m in d s to  th e sea rch  o f th ese. A ll o f u s m u st n eed s g ra n t th is in  th e
g en era l, th a t it is a n  id le a n d  u n p ro fita b le w a n d erin g  a b ro a d , to  b e
ca rried  fo rth  to  th e k n o w led g e a n d  u se o f o th er th in g s, a n d  in  th e m ea n
tim e to  b e stra n g ers to  o u rselv es, w ith  w h o m  w e sh o u ld  b e m o st
a cq u a in ted . If a n y  m a n  w a s d ilig en t a n d  ea rn est in  th e in q u iry  a n d  u se o f
th e th in g s in  th e w o rld , S o lo m o n  w a s. H e a p p lied  h is h ea rt to  seek  o u t
w isd o m , a n d  w h a t sa tisfa ctio n  w a s in  th e k n o w led g e o f a ll th in g s n a tu ra l;
a n d  in  th is h e a tta in ed  a  g rea t d eg ree b ey o n d  a ll o th er m en . Y et h e
p ro n o u n ces o f it a ll a fter ex p erien ce a n d  tria l, th a t 'th is a lso  is v a n ity  a n d
v ex a tio n  o f sp irit,'ð n o t o n ly  em p ty  a n d  u n p ro fita b le, a n d  n o t co n d u cin g
to  th a t tru e b lessed n ess h e so u g h t a fter, b u t h u rtfu l a n d  d estru ctiv e,
n o th in g  b u t g rief a n d  so rro w  in  it. A fter h e h a d  p ro v ed  a ll, w ith  a
reso lu tio n  to  b e w ise, y et it w a s fa r fro m  h im ; 'I sa id , I w ill b e w ise, b u t it
w a s fa r fro m  m e,' v er. 2 3 . A n d  th erefo re, a fter lo n g  w a n d erin g  a b ro a d , h e
retu rn s a t len g th  h o m e to  h im self, to  k n o w  th e esta te o f m a n k in d . 'L o ,
th is o n ly  h a v e I fo u n d , th a t G o d  h a th  m a d e m a n  u p rig h t; b u t th ey  h a v e
so u g h t o u t m a n y  in v en tio n s.' W h en  I h a v e sea rch ed  a ll o th er th in g s, a n d
fo u n d  m a n y  th in g s b y  sea rch , y et, sa y s h e, w h a t d o th  it a ll co n cern  m e,
w h en  I a m  ig n o ra n t o f m y self? T h ere is o n e th in g  co n cern s m e m o re th a n
a ll,ð to  k n o w  th e o rig in a l o f m a n , w h a t h e o n ce w a s m a d e, a n d  to  k n o w
h o w  fa r h e is d ep a rted  fro m  h is o rig in a l. T h is o n ly  I h a v e fo u n d  p ro fita b le
to  m en : a n d  a s th e en try  a n d  p rep a ra tio n  to  th a t b lessed n ess I in q u ire fo r,
ð to  h a v e th e tru e d isco v ery  o f o u r m isery .

T h ere a re tw o  th in g s, th en , co n cern in g  m a n , th a t y o u  h a v e to  sea rch  a n d
to  k n o w ; a n d  th a t n o t in  a  triflin g  o r cu rio u s m a n n er, a s if y o u  h a d  n o
o th er en d  in  it b u t to  k n o w  it a s m en  d o  in  o th er th in g s, b u t in  a  serio u s
a n d  ea rn est w a y , a s in  a  m a tter o f so  m u ch  co n cern m en t to  o u r etern a l
w ell-b ein g . In  th in g s th a t rela te p a rticu la rly  to  o u rselv es, w e la b o u r to



k n o w  th em  fo r so m e a d v a n ta g e b esid es th e k n o w in g  o f th em , ev en
th o u g h  th ey  b e b u t sm a ll a n d  lo w er th in g s; h o w  m u ch  m o re sh o u ld  w e
p ro p o se th is u n to  o u rselv es in  th e sea rch  a n d  ex a m in a tio n  o f o u r o w n
esta te, n o t m erely  to  k n o w  su ch  a  th in g , b u t so  to  k n o w  it th a t w e m a y  b e
stirred  u p  a n d  p ro v o k ed  in  th e sen se o f it to  lo o k  a fter th e rem ed y  th a t
G o d  h o ld s fo rth . T h ere a re tw o  th in g s th a t y o u  h a v e to  k n o w ,ð w h a t m a n
o n ce w a s m a d e, a n d  h o w  h e is n o w  u n m a d e; h o w  h a p p y  o n ce, a n d  h o w
m isera b le n o w . A n d  a n sw era b le to  th ese tw o , a re b ra n ch es o f th e tex t:
'G o d  m a d e m a n  u p rig h t;' th a t h e w a s o n ce; 'a n d  th ey  h a v e so u g h t o u t
m a n y  in v en tio n s;' n o t b ein g  co n ten ted  w ith  th a t b lessed n ess th ey  w ere
crea ted  in to , b y  ca tch in g  a t a  h ig h er esta te o f w isd o m , h a v e fa llen  d o w n
in to  a  g u lf o f m isery ; a s th e m a n  th a t g a zed  o n  th e sta rs a b o v e h im , a n d
d id  n o t ta k e n o tice o f th e p it u n d er h is feet till h e fell in to  it; a n d  th u s
m a n  is n o w . S o  y o u  h a v e a  sh o rt a cco u n t o f th e tw o  esta tes o f m en ; o f th e
esta te o f g ra ce a n d  rig h teo u sn ess w ith o u t sin , a n d  th e esta te o f sin  a n d
m isery  w ith o u t g ra ce. Y o u  h a v e th e tru e sto ry  o f m a n  fro m  th e crea tio n
u n to  h is p resen t co n d itio n ; b u t a ll th e m a tter is to  h a v e th e liv ely  sen se o f
th is u p o n  o u r h ea rts. I h a d  ra th er th a t w e w en t h o m e b ew a ilin g  o u r lo ss,
a n d  la m en tin g  o u r m isery , a n d  lo n g in g  fo r th e reco v ery  o f th a t
b lessed n ess, th a n  th a t w e w en t o u t w ith  th e ex a ct m em o ry  o f a ll th a t is
sp o k en , a n d  co u ld  rep ea t it a g a in .

'G o d  m a d e m a n  u p rig h t.' A t h is first m o u ld in g , th e L o rd  sh o w ed  ex cellen t
a rt a n d  w isd o m , a n d  g o o d n ess to o . M a n  d id  co m e fo rth  fro m  u n d er h is
h a n d  in  th e first ed itio n  v ery  g lo rio u s, to  sh o w  w h a t h e co u ld  d o ; u p rig h t,
th a t is, a ll rig h t a n d  v ery  ex a ctly  co n fo rm ed  to  th e n o b le a n d  h ig h  p a ttern ,
ð en d u ed  w ith  d iv in e w isd o m , su ch  a s m ig h t d irect h im  to  tru e
h a p p in ess,ð a n d  fu rn ish ed  w ith  a  d iv in e w illin g n ess to  fo llo w  th a t
d irectio n . T h e co m m a n d  w a s n o t a b o v e h is h ea d  a s a  ro d , b u t w ith in  h is
h ea rt a s a  n a tu ra l in stin ct. A ll th a t w a s w ith in  h im  w a s co m ely  a n d
b ea u tifu l; fo r th a t g lo rio u s lig h t th a t sh in ed  u p o n  h im , h a v in g  life a n d
lo v e w ith  it, p ro d u ced  a  sw eet h a rm o n y  in  th e so u l. H e k n ew  h is d u ty , a n d
lo v ed  it, a n d  w a s a b le to  p erfo rm  it. O  h o w  m u ch  is in  th is o n e w o rd
'u p rig h t!' N o t o n ly  sin cerity  a n d  in teg rity  in  th e so u l, b u t p erfectio n  o f a ll
th e d eg rees a n d  p a rts; n o  p a rt o f h o lin ess w a n tin g , a n d  n o  m ea su re o f
th o se p a rts; n o  m ix tu re o f d a rk n ess o r ig n o ra n ce,ð n o  m ix tu re o f
in d isp o sitio n  o r u n w illin g n ess. G o d lin ess w a s sw eet a n d  n o t la b o rio u s.



T h e lo v e o f G o d , p o ssessin g  th e h ea rt, d id  co n fo rm  a ll w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t
to  th e w ill o f G o d ; a n d  O  h o w  b ea u tifu l w a s th a t co n fo rm ity ! A n d  th a t
lo v e o f G o d , th e fo u n ta in -b ein g , d id  sen d  fo rth , a s a  strea m , lo v e a n d
g o o d -w ill to  a ll th in g s, a s th ey  d id  p a rta k e o f G o d 's im a g e; a n d  so  h o lin ess
to w a rd s G o d  d id  b eg et rig h teo u sn ess to w a rd s m en , a n d  m a d e m en  to
p a rta k e o f o n e a n o th er's h a p p in ess.

T h is is a  su rv ey  o f h im  in  h is in teg rity  a s G o d  m a d e h im , b u t th ere fo llo w s
a  sa d  'b u t,'ð a  sa d  a n d  w o fu l ex cep tio n ,ð 'b u t th ey  h a v e so u g h t m a n y
in v en tio n s. W e ca n n o t lo o k  u p o n  th a t g lo rio u s esta te w h ereu n to  m a n  w a s
m a d e, b u t stra ig h tw a y  w e m u st tu rn  o u r ey es u p o n  th a t m isery  in to  w h ich
h e h a th  p lu n g ed  h im self, a n d  b e th e m o re a fflicted  w ith  it, th a t it w a s
o n ce o th erw ise. It is m isery  in  a  h ig h  d eg ree to  h a v e b een  o n ce h a p p y .
T h is m o st o f a ll a g g ra v a tes o u r m isery , a n d  m a y  in crea se th e sen se o f it,
th a t su ch  m a n  o n ce w a s, a n d  su ch  w e m ig h t h a v e b een , if w e h a d  n o t
d estro y ed  o u rselv es. W h o  ca n  lo o k  u p o n  th ese ru in s, a n d  refra in
m o u rn in g ? It is sa id , th a t th o se w h o  sa w  th e g lo ry  o f th e first tem p le,
w ep t w h en  th ey  b eh eld  th e seco n d , b eca u se it w a s n o t a n sw era b le to  it in
m a g n ificen ce a n d  g lo ry ; so , I sa y , it m ig h t o cca sio n  m u ch  sa d n ess a n d
g rief, ev en  to  th e ch ild ren  o f G o d , in  w h o m  th a t im a g e is in  p a rt rep a ired ,
a n d  th a t b y  a  seco n d  crea tio n , to  th in k  h o w  m u ch  m o re h a p p y  a n d
b lessed  m a n  o n ce w a s, w h o  h a d  g ra ce a n d  h o lin ess w ith o u t sin . B u t
certa in ly , it sh o u ld  a n d  m u st b e a t first, b efo re th is im a g e b e resto red , th e
b itter la m en ta tio n  o f a  so u l, to  lo o k  u p o n  itself w h o lly  ru in o u s a n d
d efa ced , in  th e v iew  o f th a t g lo rio u s sta tely  fa b ric w h ich  o n ce w a s m a d e.
H o w  la m en ta b le a  sig h t is it to  b eh o ld  th e first tem p le d em o lish ed , o r th e
first crea tio n  d efa ced , a n d  th e seco n d  n o t y et b eg u n  in  m a n y  so u ls, th e
fo u n d a tio n -sto n e n o t y et la id ! It w a s a  sa d  a n d  d o lefu l in v en tio n  w h ich
S a ta n  in sp ired  a t first in to  m a n 's h ea rt, to  g o  a b o u t to  fin d  o u t a n o th er
h a p p in ess,ð to  seek  h o w  to  b e w ise a s G o d , a n  in v en tio n  th a t d id  p ro ceed
fro m  h ell,ð h o w  to  k n o w  ev il ex p erim en ta lly  a n d  p ra ctica lly  b y  d o in g  it!
T h a t in v en tio n  h a th  in v en ted  a n d  fo u n d  o u t a ll th e sin  a n d  m isery  u n d er
w h ich  th e w o rld  g ro a n s. It is a  p o o r in v en tio n  to  d ev ise m isery  a n d
to rm en t to  th e crea tu re. T h is w a s th e h eig h t o f fo lly  a n d  m a d n ess, fo r a
h a p p y  crea tu re to  in v en t h o w  to  m a k e itself m isera b le a n d  a ll o th ers.
In d eed , h e in ten d ed  a n o th er th in g ð to  b e m o re h a p p y ; b u t p rid e a n d
a m b itio n  g o t a  d eserv ed  fa ll; th e resu lt o f a ll is sin  a n d  m isery .



A n d  n o w  fro m  th e first d ev ilish  in v en tio n , th e h ea rt o f m a n  is p o ssessed
w ith  a  m u ltitu d e o f v a in  im a g in a tio n s. M a n  is n o w  b eco m e v a in  in  h is
im a g in a tio n s, a n d  h is fo o lish  h ea rt is d a rk en ed . (R o m . 1.2 1.) T h a t d iv in e
w isd o m  h e w a s en d u ed  w ith a l is eclip sed , fo r it w a s a  ra y  o f G o d 's
co u n ten a n ce; a n d  n o w  h e is left w h o lly  in  th e d a rk  w ith o u t a  g u id e,
w ith o u t a  d irecto r o r lea d er. H e is tu rn ed  o u t o f th e p a th  o f h o lin ess, a n d
so  o f h a p p in ess. A  n ig h t o f g ro ss d a rk n ess a n d  b lin d n ess is co m e o n , a n d
th e w a y  is fu ll o f p its a n d  sn a res, a n d  th e en d  o f it is a t b est etern a l
m isery . A n d  th ere is n o  la m p , n o  lig h t to  sh in e in  it, to  sh o w  h im  eith er
th e m isery  th a t h e is p o stin g  u n to , o r th e h a p p in ess th a t h e is fleein g
fro m . T h ere is n o th in g  w ith in  h im  su fficien t to  d irect h is w a y  to
b lessed n ess, a n d  n o th in g  w illin g  o r a b le to  fo llo w  su ch  a  d irectio n . A n d
th u s m a n  is left to  th e in v en tio n  a n d  co u n sel o f h is o w n  d esp era tely
w ick ed  a n d  d eceitfu l h ea rt; a n d  th a t is a b o v e a ll p la g u es, to  b e g iv en  u p  to
a  rep ro b a te m in d . H e is n o w  left to  su ch  a  tu to r a n d  g u id er, a n d  it is fu ll
o f in v en tio n s in d eed . B u t th ey  a re a ll in  v a in , th a t is, a ll o f th em
in su fficien t fo r th is g rea t p u rp o se. A ll o f th em  ca n n o t m a k e o n e h a ir th a t
is b la ck , w h ite, m u ch  less red eem  th e so u l. B u t b esid es, th ey  a re
d estru ctiv e. T h ey  p reten d  to  d eliv er, b u t th ey  d estro y . A  d esp era te w ick ed
h ea rt im a g in eth  ev il co n tin u a lly , ev il a g a in st G o d , a n d  ev il to  o u r o w n
so u ls. A n d  a  d eceitfu l h ea rt sm o o th s o v er th e ev il, a n d  p resen ts it u n d er
a n o th er n o tio n ; a n d  so , u n d er p reten ce o f a  frien d , it is th e g rea test
en em y  a  m a n  h a th ,ð a  b o so m -en em y . A ll m en 's in v en tio n s, th o u g h ts,
co g ita tio n s, p ro jects, a n d  en d ea v o u rs, w h a t d o  th ey  ten d  to , b u t to  th e
sa tisfa ctio n  o f th eir lu sts,ð eith er th e lu sts o f th e m in d , a s a m b itio n ,
p rid e, a v a rice, p a ssio n , rev en g e, a n d  su ch  lik e,ð o r th e lu st o f th e b o d y , a s
p lea su re to  th e ea rs a n d  ey es, a n d  to  th e flesh ? M a n  w a s m a d e w ith  a n
u p rig h t so u l, w ith  a  d o m in io n  o v er th a t b ru tish  p a rt, m o re lik e a n g els;
b u t n o w , a ll h is in v en tio n  ru n s u p o n  th a t b a se a n d  b ea stly  p a rt, h o w  to
a d o rn  it, h o w  to  b ea u tify  it, h o w  to  sa tisfy  it; a n d  fo r th is h is so u l m u st b e
a  d ru d g e a n d  sla v e. A n d  if m en  rise u p  to  a n y  th o u g h ts o f a  h ig h er life, y et
w h a t is it fo r, b u t to  m a g n ify  a n d  ex a lt th e flesh ð to  seek  a n  ex cellen cy
w ith in , w h ich  is lo st, a n d  so  to  sa tisfy  th e p rid e a n d  self-lo v e o f th e h ea rt.
If a n y  m a n  co m es th is len g th , a s to  a p p reh en d  so m e m isery , y et h o w  v a in
a re h is in v en tio n s a b o u t th e rem ed y  o f it. N o t k n o w in g  h o w  d esp era te th e
d isea se is, m en  seek  h elp  in  th em selv es, a n d  th in k , b y  in d u stry  a n d  ca re
a n d  a rt, to  ra ise th em  u p  in  so m e m ea su re, a n d  p lea se G o d  b y  so m e



ex p ia tio n s o r sa crifices o f th eir o w n  w o rk s. N o w , th is ten d s to  n o  o th er
p u rp o se b u t to  sa tisfy  th e lu sts o f m a n 's p rid e; a n d  so  it in crea ses th a t
w h ich  w a s m a n 's first m a la d y , a n d  k eep s th em  fro m  th e tru e p h y sicia n . In
a  w o rd , a ll m a n 's in v en tio n s a re to  h a sten  m isery  o n  h im , o r to  b lin d fo ld
h im self till it co m e o n ; a ll h is in v en tio n  ca n n o t rea ch  a  d eliv ery  fro m  th is
m isery . L et u s th erefo re co n sid er th is w h ich  S o lo m o n  h a th  fo u n d  o u t; a n d
if w e ca refu lly  co n sid er it, a n d  a ccu ra tely  p o n d er it in  rela tio n  to  o u r o w n
so u ls, th en  h a v e w e a lso  fo u n d  it w ith  h im . C o n sid er, I sa y , w h a t m a n
o n ce w a s, a n d  w h a t y o u  a re n o w , a n d  b ew a il y o u r m isery  a n d  th e fo u n ta in
o f itð o u r d ep a rtu re fro m  th e fo u n ta in  o f life a n d  b lessed n ess. K n o w  w h a t
y o u  a re, n o t o n ly  w ea k  b u t w ick ed , w h o se a rt a n d  p o w er lies o n ly  in
w ick ed n ess; sk illfu l a n d  a b le o n ly  to  m a k e y o u rselv es m isera b le. A n d  let
th is co n sid era tio n  m a k e y o u  ca st a w a y  a ll y o u r co n fid en ce in  y o u rselv es,
a n d  ca rry  y o u  fo rth  to  a  R ed eem er w h o  h a th  fo u n d  a  ra n so m ð w h o  h a th
fo u n d  o u t a n  ex cellen t in v en tio n  to  cu re a ll o u r d istem p ers a n d  d esp era te
d isea ses. T h e co u n sel o f th e H o ly  T rin ity  th a t m et a b o u tð if I m a y  so
sp ea k ð o u r crea tio n  in  h o lin ess a n d  rig h teo u sn ess a fter h is o w n  im a g e,
th a t sa m e h a th  co n su lted  a b o u t th e rest o f it, a n d  h a th  fo u n d  o u t th is
co u rse, th a t o n e o f th em  sh a ll b e m a d e a fter m a n 's im a g e, a n d  fo r th is
p u rp o se, th a t h e m a y  resto re a g a in  G o d 's im a g e u n to  u s. O  b less th is d eep
in v en tio n  a n d  h a p p y  co n triv a n ce o f h ea v en , th a t co u ld  n ev er h a v e b red  in
a n y  b rea st, b u t in  th e d ep th s o f etern a l w isd o m ; a n d  let u s a b a n d o n  a n d
fo rsa k e o u r o w n  v a in  im a g in a tio n s, a n d  fo o lish  in v en tio n s! L et u s b eco m e
fo o ls in  o u r o w n  ey es, th a t w e m a y  b eco m e w ise. M a n  b y  seek in g  to  b e
w ise, b eca m e a  fo o l; th a t w a s a n  u n h a p p y  in v en tio n . N o w  it is tu rn ed
co n tra ry ; let a ll m en  ta k e w ith  th eir fo lly  a n d  d esp era te w ick ed n ess. L et
n o t th e v a in  th o u g h ts a n d  d rea m s o f o u r o w n  w ell-b ein g  a n d  su fficien cy
lo d g e w ith in  u s, a n d  w e sh a ll b e m a d e w ise. C o m e to  th e F a th er's w isd o m ,
ð u n to  J esu s C h rist, w h o  is th a t b lessed  in v en tio n  o f h ea v en  fo r o u r
rem ed y . H o w  lo n g  sh a ll v a in  th o u g h ts lo d g e w ith in  y o u ? O  w h en  w ill y o u
b e w a sh ed  fro m  th em ? H o w  lo n g  sh a ll n o t y o u r th o u g h ts tra n scen d  th is
tem p o ra l a n d  b o d ily  life? H o w  lo n g  d o  y o u  im a g in e to  liv e in  sin , a n d  d ie
in  th e L o rd ,ð to  co n tin u e in  sin  a n d  esca p e w ra th ? W h y  d o  y o u  d elu d e
y o u r so u ls w ith  a  d rea m  o f h a v in g  in terest in  th e lo v e o f G o d , a n d
p u rch a sin g  h is fa v o u r b y  y o u r w o rk s? T h ese a re so m e o f th o se m a n y
in v en tio n s m a n  h a th  so u g h t o u t.



L E C T U R E  X X IV .
O F  S IN  B Y  IM P U T A T IO N  A N D  P R O P A G A T IO N .

R O M . 5 .12  "W herefore, as by one m an sin entered into the w orld, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all m en, for that all have
sinned."

T H IS  is a  sa d  su b ject to  sp ea k  u p o n ; y et it is n o t m o re sa d  th a n  u sefu l.
T h o u g h  it b e u n p lea sa n t to  h o ld  o u t a  g la ss to  m en , to  see th eir o w n  v ile
fa ces in to , y et is it p ro fita b le, y ea , a n d  so  n ecessa ry , th a t till o n ce a  so u l
a p p reh en d  its b ro k en  a n d  d eso la te co n d itio n  in  th e first A d a m , it ca n
n ev er h ea rtily  em b ra ce a n d  co m e to  th e seco n d  A d a m . Y o u  h a v e h ere th e
w o fu l a n d  d rea d fu l effects a n d  co n seq u en ts o f th e first tra n sg ressio n
u p o n  a ll m a n k in d . T h e effect is tw o fo ld ,ð sin  a n d  m isery , o r sin  a n d
d ea th . T h e su b ject is u n iv ersa l in  b o th ,ð 'a ll m en ,' th e w h o le w o rld .
B eh o ld  w h a t a  flo o d  o f ca la m ity  h a th  en tered  a t a  sm a ll cra n n y ð b y  o n e
m a n 's tra n sg ressio n ! M a y  it n o t b e sa id  o f sin  in  g en era l, w h a t th e w ise
m a n  sp ea k s o f strife,ð 'th e b eg in n in g  o f' sin  'is a s w h en  o n e letteth  o u t
w a ter?' T h erefo re it h a d  b een  g o o d  lea v in g  it o ff b efo re it h a d  b een
m ed d led  w ith ; it en tered  a t a  sm a ll h o le, b u t it h a th  o v erflo w ed  a  w h o le
w o rld  sin ce.

T h a t w h ich  first o ccu rs, is, th a t a ll m a n k in d , p ro ceed in g  fro m  A d a m  b y
o rd in a ry  b irth , a re in v o lv ed  in  sin  b y  A d a m 's tra n sg ressio n . B u t th a t m a y
seem  a  h a rd  sa y in g , th a t sin  a n d  d ea th  sh o u ld  flo w  u n to  th e w h o le
p o sterity  w h o  h a d  n o  a ccessio n  to  A d a m 's tra n sg ressio n . It w o u ld  seem ,
th a t ev ery  m a n  sh o u ld  d ie fo r h is o w n  in iq u ity , a n d  th a t it sh o u ld  rea ch
n o  fu rth er in  ju stice. B u t co n sid er, I p ra y  y o u , th e rela tio n  th a t A d a m
sto o d  in to , a n d  in  w h ich  h e is h ere h o ld en  o u t a s a  fig u re o f C h rist. A d a m ,
th e first m a n , w a s a  co m m o n  p erso n , rep resen tin g  a ll m a n k in d , in  w h o se
h a p p in ess o r m isery  a ll sh o u ld  sh a re. G o d  co n tra cts w ith  h im  o n  th ese
term s, th a t h is p o sterity 's esta te sh o u ld  d ep en d  o n  h is b eh a v io u r. N o w , if
a ll m a n k in d  w o u ld  h a v e rea p ed  th e b en efit a n d  a d v a n ta g e o f A d a m 's
p ersev era n ce,ð if su ch  a n  u n d eserv ed  rew a rd  o f etern a l life w o u ld  h a v e
red o u n d ed  b y  th e free p ro m ise u n to  th em  a ll,ð w h a t in iq u ity  is it th a t
th ey  a lso  b e sh a rers in  h is m isery ? O u r sto ck  a n d  trea su re w a s v en tu red
in  th is v essel; a n d  if w e w ere to  p a rta k e o f its g a in , w h y  n o t o f its lo ss?
Y o u  see a m o n g  m en , ch ild ren  h a v e o n e co m m o n  lo t w ith  th eir p a ren ts. If


