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For the earth will be full of the knowledge of therd as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9)

Benjamin Breckenridge Warfield, in his article, 88ent Day Attitude to Calvinism,” began his
address by saying,

“The subject upon which | am to address you inveltree determination of a
matter of fact, about which it is not easy to fiedlly assured.”

As | begin to present this address on “The OnceFatdre Calvin” | feel Warfield’s unease.
And yet if | allow myself to look deeper into thend of Calvin, revealed in his sermons and
commentaries and indeed through his whole careen, left with more confidence than
Warfield. Indeed, it is the idea of Calvin thatfpeeme to talk about the future of Calvinism with
some confidence.

It was Sir Winston Churchill, who told a gatheriagHarvard University in September of 1943,
“The empires of the future are the empires of thedri?

The “empires of the mind” in the 2@entury have yielded forth previously inconceieabew
outposts of that empire: the advent of the Interet routine nature of space travel, and the
lifesaving advances of medicine. But not all empmes good. We have seen the God-less
empires sending out demonic armies of secularisondld Christendom, now redeployed into
every area of life in Europe and North America. §&&mpires of the mind” have been
responsible for the silent Holocaust of abortidw, tedefining of marriage, the open acceptance
of homosexuality, and numerous other sinful wags bting Romans®lto life in a way that has
never been seen before.

We have seen, also, the bloody resurfacing ofdlanic radicalism in, for example, the Arab,
Persian and South Asian communities of the wofld.i$ not Satan himself behind this
murderous movement, then | don’t know what satattaxck is. Churchill’'s personal peccadilloes
notwithstanding he did think from a Western-ChastBiblical-Calvinistic framework. And his
statement that “the empires of the future are thpiees of the mind” is a truth embedded in and
throughout the Word of God, except that the gréaewpire is coming from the very mind of
God, not man.

One place where this is seen is in Isaiah chagtewhere the prophet foretells the fulfillment of
redemptive history on planet earth culminatingnattglorious Scripture:

! Benjamin B.; Reed Warfield, Richard; Orr, Jamegbly, R.A.; and Johnson, Thomas Cary, €dlyin
Memorial Addresse@/estavia, Alabama: Solid Ground Christian Boakdy 2007 edition of the May,
1909 original).

2 Speech at Harvard University <http://en.wikipegdig/wiki/Harvard_University, September 6, 1943,
in "The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations," (Knowl&sPartington, Oxford University Press, 1999).

® Romans 1.19-32 deals with the downward moral cgtMan and his culture as a result of denying
God.




The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Laad the waters cover the sea
(Isaiah 11:9).

The mind of God overtakes the mind of man throdmg$ knowledge and the empire of God is
spread across the universe. Now whether you aoptmistic or pessimistic Amillennial,

historic Premillinnel, old Postmillennial or neogmillennial, or some amazingly insightful and
creative hybrid of the all of them, this much istaa: the knowledge of Jesus Chrighe very
stronghold othe empire of the minof God set as it is upon the redemption of His own
creation and especially upon the sixth-day crowmgilogy of His creation, Man will in one way

or another permeate all other empires of the mand,thus as the mind conceives thoughts after
God pertaining to our world, to all physical reialt on Planet Earth.

This was, as we all know, the fifth monarchy whizéniel saw coming This is the great tree
that grew from a mustard seed on which all of tinésbof the air shall come and néshis is
Christ’'s own word in Revelation that the kingdomshis world shall become the kingdom of
God and of His ChristJohn Calvin read these words and wrote:

“With good reason does the Prophet add, that tivigliiable blessing flows from
the knowledge of God; for it abases all flesh, ssathes men to commit
themselves to his trust and guardianship, and stingm into a state of brotherly
harmony, when they learn that they have the sarteFdMalachi 2:10.)
Although many, who have not yet been renewed bysghigt of Christ, profess

to have humanity, yet it is certain that self-I¢fi¢auti <+ an) reigns in them; for

in all it is natural and so deeply-rooted, thatteeek their own advantage and
not that of others, think that they are born famtiselves and not for others, and
would wish to make the whole world subject to thérthey could, as Plato has
judiciously observed. Hence arise fraud, perjumgftt robbery, and innumerable
crimes of this sort; and therefore there is no mtémedy for subduing this
lawless desire than the knowledge of God. We seethe Prophet again makes
the government of Christ to rest on faith and tbetidhe of the gospel, as indeed
he does not gather us to himself (Ephesians 1nl@ydother way than by
enlightening our minds to reveal the heavenly lifgjch is nothing else, as he
himself declares, than to know the only true Gawll desus Christ, whom he hath
sent.” (John 17:3.)

And when speaking about the last clause of Isala, the Reformer of Geneva said (in his
lectures at St. Pierre’s)

* Following the description of a Fourth Kingdom [raniel 2:40), Daniel records this prophecy about a
fifth and final kingdom: “And in the days of thokimgs the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that
shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdorefieo another people. It shall break in piecéshase
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shaticstarever” (Daniel 2:44).

®“It is like a grain of mustard seed that a marktand sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a
tree, and the birds of the air made nests in dadites” (Luke 13:19; and, Matthew 13:31 and Mark
13:18).

® Revelation 11.15.

" See his Preface, for instance, as well as thelg@m's notes in John Calvin, "Commentary on tlelB
of the Prophet Isaiah," ifiranslated from the Original Latin by The Rev. \Afiti Pringle(Accordance
Software 7.0, From the first edition, published@cember 1550).
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[From the phrase] As with waters that cover the[gealearn that]...There is an
implied comparison between the abundance of knaydeahd that slender taste
which God gave to the ancient people under the Tdag.Jews having been kept
in the rudiments of childhood, (Galatians 3:23, ¥tlBe perfect light of wisdom
hath fully shone on us by the gospel, as was alsidld by Jeremiah:

They shall not every one teach his neighbor, améa his brother, to know God;
for all shall know me, from the least to the great@leremiah 31:34.)

If this fullness of knowledge takes possessionusfroinds, it will free us from all malic&The
empire of the minthat has been shaped by the knowledge of God, m@tyeevealed to Man in
the Word of God made flesh, Jesus Christ, willusefree. That is what Calvin said would
happen. He said this not only in preaching on Ishiat also in teaching on the Lord’s Prayer.
When John Calvin prayed “Thy kingdom come” thisvisat he meant, according to his
Commentary on Matthew:

“The substance of this prayer is, that God woulggbten the world by the light
of his Word, — would form the hearts of men, by itiituences of his Spirit, to
obey his justice, and would restore to order, leygtacious exercise of his
power, all the disorder that exists in the world.”

Thus we are bound to respond, even with that ncdetroversial Swiss theologian that we
sometimes don’t mention (K.B.), as he reflectedCaitvin’s understanding of this petition of the
Great Prayer:

“May the light of God which was in Jesus Christhia life, in his death and
resurrection, be shed over us, over our wholeifel over all things™®

But our optimism is cultivated even more by Calwirhis Geneva Catechism. There we can also
hear Calvin’s understanding of what we are prayamgn the second petition of the Lord’s
Prayer:

“268. What do you understand under the ‘Kingdon®of!’ in the second
petition? It consists basically of two things: thadership of His own through
His Spirit and, in contrast to that, in the confusand the destruction of the lost,
who refuse to submit to His rule. In the end, if W clear that there is no power
that can resist His power.

269. How do you pray for the coming of this Kingddiay the Lord increase
the number of His believers from day to day, maydéiy pour His gifts of
grace upon them until He has filled them completelgty He let His truth burn
more brightly, may He reveal His justice which sleahfuse Satan and the
darkness of His kingdom and obliterate and desitoynrighteousness.

8 Ibid.

® John Calvin, "Commentary on a Harmony of the Eedints Matthew, Mark and Luke, Translated from
the Original Latin, and Collated with the AuthdPsiginal French Version," (Accordance 8.0 Bible
Software, 1845).

10 Karl Barth,Prayer: Fiftieth Anniversary Editigred. Edited by Don E. Saliers from the translatén
Sara F. Terrien (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminslehn Knox Press, 2002).



270. Does this not happen today already? Yes,rinBat we wish that it might
continually grow and progress until it reaches clatign on the Day of
Judgment, on which God alone will rule in the higgaces and all creatures will
bow before His greatness; He will be all in all"Gbr. 15:28).

Calvin’s catechism is surely the tasty fat thaharbled throughout the fine steak portion of the
Westminster Larger Catechism that states:

“What do we pray for in the second petition? Answerthe second petition
(which is, Thy kingdom come), acknowledging ourseland all mankind to be
by nature under the dominion of sin and Satan, rag, ghat the kingdom of
Satan may be destroyed, the gospel propagatecgthoatithe world, the Jews
called, the fullness of the Gentiles brought i thurch furnished with all
gospel officers and ordinances, purged from coimaptountenanced and
maintained by the civil magistrate: that the ordires of Christ may be purely
dispensed, and made effectual to the convertirigasfe that are yet in their sin,
and the conforming, comforting and building uptodge that already converted;
that Christ would rule in our hearts here, anddraghe time of His second
coming, and our reigning with Him forever and thigt would be pleased so to
exercise the kingdom of His power in all the wodd,may best conduce to these
ends.”

I will now confess something that came to me aspared this paper. As | read Calvin’s words
on the future of this world, as well as the Calsidocument we hold in the Presbyterian Church
in America to be the very system of doctrine taugt&cripture, | heard in my mind the old
song, “We Are The World™ | should hardly mention Michael Jackson and papeidture in

the same sentence with John Calvin, much less adgiibat | thought about it, except for the
fact that | would want to say that John Calvin was/ ahead of the celebrity-centered, global
peace movements of Michael Jackson and Lionel Richihe 1980s or the iconic Bono in the
early 2£' Century, or even the most thoughtful liberal itetetuals of the 20 Century. In fact,

my title, “The Once and Future Calvin,” aims to plgnstate this very truth in contrast to other
ideas in our culture: that John Calvin’s theologperennially contemporary and will, in fact,
prove to be most prophetic (not a small “p” in duepy, but a large “P” in prophecy, for
Calvinism we must say repeatedly is nothing buttal understanding of the Word of God). And
his theology will finally be dispersed the worldesvHis theology being so radically Biblical, it
cannot help but finally overwhelm all other theoksyand all other ideas. This is my proposition
in this paper.

Definitions

“Well, then,” someone might ask, “exactly what s$the dispersed the world over? Do you mean
that the world will embrace a particular doctrihike predestination, or embrace a theological
system?” My answer is that when | speak of Calwmisam speaking of something beyond one
doctrine or even a system. Calvinism is, as Watfpelt it,

1 “\We Are The World,” © 1985 Words and music by Maeh Jackson and Lionel Ritchie, produced and
conducted by Quincy Jones, for “USA for Africa.”
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“...Theism come to its rights. Calvinism is religiahthe height of its

conception. Calvinism is evangelicalism in its mirend most stable

expression*
So | am speaking of a catholic Christianity thai®asought to and did restore in his lifetime
and which has continued to grow, in greater anseledegrees across the earth. The depth and
breadth of Calvinism is so “catholic” that it wilhdeed, at length either transform all other ideas
or demolish them upon the anvil of cosmic, God-wanth. And when | speak of his theology
being “catholic” | do not mean universal as is nftew used, and which is a simplistic
corruption of the word. Rather | mean “catholic’@ts Cyprian used it in 251, and as Dr.
Douglas Kelly has used the word, as the oppositeeotvord “heresy.”

| heard this description from my esteemed colleagues mesmerizing paper presented in
Charlotte on “The Catholicity of Calvin’s Theologyi which Dr. Kelly sought to show that far
from wanting to make the Church less “catholic, Mdawas wanting to make the Church more
“catholic.” After unsettling several ardent butfdehiting Reformed folk in our audience, Dr.
Kelly went on to clarify his statement by sayingtthe wasn't referring to the Church of Rome,
but referring to the way Calvin understood the wtwatholic” and how he was so thoroughly
committed to that understanding. Dr. Kelly wrotatthy “catholic” he meant, “that he [Calvin]
was seeking to expound the fullness of the entioed/éf God to his people [and to the reading
public]”.*® For Kelly as well as for Paul Wernle, Francois \éelnRonald Wallace, Herman
Bavinck, Benjamin Breckenridge Warfield and manlyeos, predestination was not the
controlling “centre of Calvinism” but rather Calgrtheological vision that must be
“characterized as ‘catholic**

“Calvin believed that the Roman Church of this tihaal lost its catholicity
because the papal system had intruded its powetstes between the people
and the voice of the Lord speaking in Scripture.”

As Stephen J. Nichols has recently written, “[CaMas] not talking about something new but
something that had been losf.Thus, as we consider Calvinism | would affirm witlese men
that we are dealing with a restoration of the Chuccits catholic nature, according to the very
meaning of the Gredkatholikos,“according to the whole:”

The whole Word of God for the whole man; thus theywrevelation of God in
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments uhézhen the intellectual and
therefore institutional strip mining of man and tisrld to bring a flowering, a
divinelLy wrought, Isaiah-prophesied renewing armlcssoming of the human
mind.

2 Warfield, ed.Calvin Memorial Addresses

3 Douglas F. Kelly, "The Catholicity of Calvin's Télegy," in Calvin 500 Joint ServicgCarmel
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, NC: 2009).

 Ibid.

 |bid.

18 Stephen J. Nichols from an interview by Ken Meyars/olume 92 (July/August 2009) of Mars Hill
Audio Journal, and quoted in Michael F. Rd&&3 Days of Prayer for the PC#Atlanta: Christian
Education and Publications, 2009).



In this, Calvinism’s outlook is not onlgsatholicbut alsocosmic.lt is no wonder that Calvin’s
Geneva academy led to such a robust missions maoveasehappens in all true movements of
God in revival.

And on that point, | must move to how we might e Calvinism taking over the wofldand

I have no other way to put it than that. Calvinismsimplycatholic Christianity, and if we had
only our main text, Isaiah 11:9 to consider, thenwould have to say that this is the destiny of
Calvinism: to eclipse every other dogma and thoagidt religion that has a hold on the human
mind, to finally release mankind into the dreantrath and beauty, and to return to an Eden that
is embedded with eternal hope in our breasts. i§l@Galvinism’s destiny because Calvinism is
simply the religion of Jesus Christ.

Well, then, how will it look? How is it going now®nd, if we could dream for a while, what
might Calvinism look like in the emerging 2&entury?

Let me divide my thoughts on this question into\)at We are Seeing of the Calvinism in the
Here and Now and (2) What We Might Expect of Caknmin the Future.

Disclaimer

First a disclaimer. This is not a futurist papedolappreciate futurists and their work. If you
have not read the truly amazing, eye opening arbglSamuel P. Huntington called “The Clash
of Civilizations,™’ which appeared iRoreign Affairsback in 1993 and is now widely quoted,
on the future of global politics in the 2tentury, it is both sobering and increasingly éedble,
and is a must to be reaButurism, as a distinct literary genre, has agl&ut that is not my
concern here. This is not particularly an argunad@ut which Calvinist groups we are talking
about, as the celebrated George Marsden dealghistin his first essay in the fine book edited
by David Wells,The Reformed Theology in America Today: A HistdiysdVodern
Development?® He classifies three groups of Calvinists whosarkimust be considered:
doctrinalists, culturalists, and pietists. Jamedl&yi reflected Marsden’s thoughts in his “The
Future of Calvinism” which appeared in the OrthodrRmesbyterian Church’s denominational
magazine back in 1992. Most of the his very intémgsarticle is really taken up with what
amounted to preliminary work on Marsden’s thougtiieut classifications of Calvinists in the
future and some commentary on why in his opiniendbctrinalists are the only ones that
matter. | can’t argue with him on that as in timaff analysis there must be some parameters as
to what a Calvinist is, but Kelly’s propositionngver far from my thoughts: a Calvinist is a true
catholic Christian, taking in the whole of the BibIrhere are several different expressions of
that as we will see, but their own claim is thatlare Calvinists. That is really not my concern
in this talk. If we are talking, as he seems todtmut Calvinism only existing within the OPC,
PCA, ARP, EPC, URC and a few others, then thahésthing (and I will not even venture to
divine the outcome of some of the debates of tl® ZBeneral Assembly of the PCA). | would
appeal to the global-minded verses of Isaiah 49:6:

It is too light a thing that you should be my senven raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
bring back the preserved of Israel; | will make yamia light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

" samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilizatiofig?oreign Affairs (Summer, 1993).
8 David F. WellsReformed Theology in America : A History of Its ModDevelopmen(iGrand Rapids,
Mich.: Baker Books, 1997).

6



Once again, to speak of Calvinism, for me, is teadpof that pure form of Christianity which
dwelt, at first, in the hearts of Ancient Isragldahen more fully and with greater God-given
revelation in the New Testament Church, in so n@frtie Church Fathers, and through history
was revived by that pastor-scholar in Geneva, ampiawing this very hour all over the world,
though amidst great conflict from the Enemy.

My thoughts on what is and what might be are nontdated on any other ground than to
observe the tremendous growth of Biblical Christiaand in its purer form, that is Calvinism.
And my final observations are only statements #natgrounded in God’s Word. | am stating a
faith in the promises of God that, once again kin@vledge of God shall cover the earth like the
waters cover the sea. Thus, | speak not as adutwt as a preacher of the Gospel, Calvinism
being simply that most notable movement to restoeeChurch to its catholicity, its orthodoxy,
and its faithfulness to that Gospel.

So back to the questions:

What We are Seeing of Calvinism in the Here and Now

We cannot help but agree with Alan Carlson thaaveein a “civilization crisis* and one that
devolved as a result of what the great, early TigdmCentury Lutheran economist, Wilhelm
Kopke, described as

a cultural retreat...a squandering of our inhergtatinked to ‘a continuous
process of secularization™

We all know that. Yet | don’t know about you, bubewn | hear of the miraculous advancements
of the Gospel and of revival in the East, my hegdices with this. But | am unsettled. | am
unsettled for | am jealous in the Lord to see ravim our own land. | am thirsty. | am dry. But
we must not despair. The Word of God is sure. €lilswin. And Calvinism is the religion of
our Lord Jesus Christ and thus Calvinism must pkeveecall from Jeremiah 29 that even
though | live in Babylon, | am to plant, to givenmarriage, and to seek the welfare of the city.

I am encouraged and we should be encouraged K, thérwe consider the future of Calvinism in
the West.

Recently R. C. Sproul spoke hopefully to the onue fature Calvin when he wrote:

“The roots of reformed theology are springing neanchesl branches that go
beyond the boundaries of traditional PresbyterihReformed bodies.
Thousand of Baptist Christians are recovering thats in the Reformation and
untold numbers of ‘broad Evangelicals’ are lookiogmore substance and
finding it in the historic writings of the thorougbing Reformed tradition®®

Indeed. We all know that our churches are filletlwith legacy Presbyterians, but with new
Calvinists who have come to embrace the full couos&od’s Word. But what is happening in

19 Alan Carlson, "Wilhelm Képke's Conundrums over atural Family, The Intercollegiate Review
Spring (2009).

2 bid, Wilhelm Képke, The Social Crisis of Our Tim@ew Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers,
1992).

AR.C. Sproul, Calvinism: The Once and Future Qu&abletalk, May, 1997, reprinted at
http://www.ducati.onlinehome.de/calvinismus/histboign




your church is spreading. Without intending it, ma/e come to the place where Calvinism is,
considered, wellgcool. We were awakened to this trend by articles sudbadlén Hanson in
Christianity Today in 2008, which grew to become a very popular bodkpung, Restless,
Reformed? One young blogger, Tim Challies, summarized noy ¢iné book, but also the
movement itself, when he wrote:

“Restless youth are discovering anew the greatidest of the Christian faith.
Weary of churches that seek to entertain rather tisach, longing after the true
meat of the Word, these young people are pursuetride.

As Hanson showed us, we see this not only in Allsterttler's work at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, or D.A. Carson’s and JohrePgpwork with the increasingly popular
Gospel Coalition, or Mark Dever and our own Ligoaridan’s ministry with Together for the
Gospel, or Tim Keller's Redeemer Ministries in N¥ark, but also in more unusual places like
Yale’s Jonathan Edward’s Center, or in Mark Driscatore postmodern, West Coast, hip-
Calvinistic Mars Hill Church in Seattle. | haveadmit that though his theology most assuredly
falls within that broadest parameters of Calvinisis, philosophy of ministry rubs me the wrong
way. Yet when Molly Worthen of the New York Timesote an article, “Who Would Jesus
Smack Down?” warning her liberal readers not tédlen in by the dressing, but to be aware
that this man is really reviving Puritanism in Aneer, | began to warm to him a bit. Listen to
what she says,

“Driscoll...has resurrected a particular strain o€ fand brimstone, one that most
Americans assume died out with the Puritans: Celivina theology that makes
Pat Robertson seem warm and fuzzy.”

| would still prefer my Calvinism the way | like n§tarbucks coffdé undiluted by cream,
unaltered by sweetenérsut | do admit something is going on. | think D@arson hit the nail
on the head when he reviewed Hanson’s book:

“A number of strategic ministries have been quiettholding the doctrines of
grace, planting churches, seeing people convegadhing the whole counsel of
God. It is time for quiet gratitude to God and estrintercessory prayer that
what has begun well will flourish beyond all hunexpectation.®

So Calvinism as North American Christianity is exgimmg. And with a host of our friends: the
Mackenzie’s and Christian Foddsind Banner of Truffi, along with Proclamation TruSf The

22 Collin Hanson, "Young, Restless, Reformed,Cimistianity Today2006).

% Collin HansonYoung, Restless, Reformed: A Journalist's Jourrigytiie New CalvinistéCrossway
Books, 2008).

4 See http://www.challies.com/archives/book-revidwsk-review-young-restless-reformed.php

% Molly Worthen, "Who Would Jesus Smack Down,'New York Time&New York City: New York
Times, January 6, 2009). See the online articldtpt//www.nytimes.com/2009/01/11/magazine/11punk-
t.html?_r=1

% In his review ofYoung, Restless, Reformechttp://www.amazon.com/Young-Restless-Reformed-
Journalists-Calvinists/dp/1581349408

" See http://www.christianfocus.com/pages/home/-/-

8 See http://www.banneroftruth.org/pages/home.php

# See http://www.proctrust.org.uk/index.htm
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Evangelical Movement of Wal&s and old masters like John Stott, J.|. Packer, Bayies, and
the flood of new doctoral students at New Colldgginburgh, Aberdeen, St. Andrews, The
University of Wales at Lampeter, Cambridge, OxfaMklsh Evangelical School of Theolddy
Highlands Theological Colledeand other British schools, we know that the phegreon is not
limited to North America. Indeed, English speak@lgristianity is seeing a great resurgence of
Calvinisni] it may not look like what we are used to, it may pass muster with most of our
faculty at RTS, or at Covenant or Westminstéut it is surely under the larger umbrella of
Calvinistic movements. And who is to say that wétatts out in one way may not end up
looking another way? At least you would grant mat the germ of John Calvin’s theology is
there: the doctrinal, cultural and even pietishiades of this great marcatholic Christianity.

But is the “future Calvin” heartier than only thesepeful movements in an otherwise bland and
even broken evangelical Western Christianity? @adwn, as it did when the magisterial
Reformer was on the world stage, is spreadingherqgilaces in our own generation; and one of
those places is the new Canterbury. We know that @alvin and Martin Bucer and John Knox
all had a significant part to play in the formatioiiThe Book of Common Prayeknd we know
that the Church of England’s Thirty Nine ArticleSReligion are part of the doctrinal and
confessional bedrock for our own Westminster Stedslal oday, in the midst of the collapse of
the Episcopal Church in the USA, a phoenix is gsi@plintered now into groups like CANA
and AMIA**, Anglican Archbishops like Henry Luke Orombi of &fgla and Peter Akinola of
Nigeria and Gregory Venebles of the Anglican Soutl@one of America are all faithful Thirty
Nine Article of Religion leaders and are emergisganfessional leaders in this nation and in
the West. They all view America as ground for evaisgn and their movements are growing.
And this is the new Canterbury in our midst. The& Ganterbury still exists, but is more the
bastion for Western, secularized, Enlightenmerdetdreligion. The new Canterbury has a
robust devotional life; an early church-like fifeat is causing the Gospel to spread through
church planting and through revitalization workold Western nations like ours, as well as in
older Colonial forms that need reviving. This ie thew Canterbury. And as Calvinism impacted
the old Canterbury, so it is providing the theotagiengine for this tremendous movement in our
generation. In our own seminary, we are meeting exav to form an Institute for Anglican
Studies to help meet the growing need to provideltigical education and vocational
preparation for this movement.

As we consider what God is doing in America throtigh Calvinistic Anglicans, we must also
look to England. For not only is the New Canterbcmyning, but also the “ancient-future” York
is already here! In England, we can behold theeturArchbishop, John Sentamu, of Uganda,
holding up the historic Prayer Book faith of J.GléR Indeed, in Sentamu’s inaugural sermon,
the Anglican Archbishop pointed to the writings\dithael Ramsey of Canterbury from 1960:

%0 See http://www.emw.org.uk/en/

% See http://www.west.org.uk/

%2 See http://www.htc.uhi.ac.uk/

% The “Convocation of Anglicans in North America.&&their website at
http://www.canaconvocation.org/index.php?option=coontent&task=view&id=16&Itemid=32CANA
is a missionary district sponsored by the largestipce of the Anglican Communion, the Church of
Nigeria.

% The “Anglican Mission in the Americas.” See thegbsite at http://www.theamia.ordhe Province
of the Anglican Church of Rwanda provides oversightAMIA.




“He was speaking of the stupendous missionary cgtiat saw the wonderful
spread of Christian faith in Africa and Asia by si@aries from these islands,
and compared it to the spiritual decay in Englasellonged for the day in
England when the Church would learn the faith &ffesm Christians of Africa
and Asia. He ended his address by saying, ‘I shiowklto think of a black
Archbishop of York, holding a mission here, andirigla future generation of
the scandal and the glory of the Church.” Well ghleam.

Powerful. And unstoppable.

We can expect more of this Anglican Calvinisticlbiea the world in days to come. Who would
have thought that an increasing number of Latimeand Ridley’s and Ryle’s sons would be
leading the way, on fire with the doctrines of graio the 21 century? But who would have
thought that the continuing Episcopal Church in Aiceeand the Church of England in that
“green and pagan” land would be led by Africans As@ns and South Americans to revive a
truly Calvinistic Prayer Book movement? This is @rkvof God in our midst. And it is wondrous
in our eyes.

But we can also expect a growing confessional aactigally Calvinistic faith il yes,
thankfullydd Presbyterianism. But again, we need to thank Kqréamese, Indonesian, and
African Presbyterians. And we are reminded throtighencouraging statistics that the most
hopeful thing for conservative Christians in Amarand Europe is the very thing that concerns
so many of themimmigration.For many of the immigrants that are coming toWest are
overwhelmingly pro-life, pro-sanctity of marriagd open to declaring homosexuality a sin in
the sight of God, and resistant to sexually pervesgopular culture. Philip Jenkins in his
volumeThe New Faces of Christianity: Believing the Biibl¢he Global Soutl! documents the
fact that the growing movements of Christianity altehoroughly committed to the Bible, and
that number includes many Calvinistic movementsd e could add, many of those
conservative Christians immigrants are Calvinidtar instance, journalist Michael Mewshaw
has written of the phenomenon of how European @&lvi is resurging through these
Presbyterian immigrants in Rome:

“[l]n recent years the music from St. Andrew’s Brgerian Church has become
more melodious, not to mention more professionkis Pparish of Scotsmen has
welcomed a contingent of Korean evangelicals, nedriwhom are in Rome to
study music composition and opefa.”

This is not uncommon. In the late"™ @entury, that great era of missions, the Calviimist
Methodist Church of Wales (the Presbyterian ChwfcWwales founded by Whitefield)
evangelized the land of Mizoram in the northeaghdfa. Today those Indian Presbyterians
have sent their missionaries to Wales to re evareytiose who gave them the Gospiel.
Cameroonian Presbyterians in théhﬂlentury, grandchildren of those converted by Angeri
missionaries are coming to our shores with a sehebligation to bring us back in the fold.

% Philip JenkinsGod's Continent: Christianity, Islam, and Europsligious CrisigOxford; New
York: Oxford University Press, 2007).
% Philip JenkinsThe New Faces of Christianity: Believing the Biibl¢he Global Soutl{Oxford ; New
York: Oxford University Press, 2006).
z; JenkinsGod's Continent: Christianity, Islam, and EuropRsligious Crisis

Ibid.
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Madagascar and Congolese Reformed Christians arg goFrance and infusing their faith into
the land of the Huguenots who went to them twowged ago. And all of this points to the fact
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is what leetee Calvinism is, though it may appear
dead in a tomb today, is and will resurrect agaiaur nation and in the West. And by God’s
grace, we would believe that it can thrive evethdtt fruitful vine is planted in a nation tilting
towards Gomorrah. As Mark Noll has written in hak The New Shape of World Christianity,

“This past Sunday more Anglicans attended churaath of Kenya, South
Africa, Tanzania and Uganda than did Anglicans iiitaih and Canada and
Episcopalians in the United States combineshd the number of Anglicans in
church in Nigeria was several times the numbehasé other African

countriesl] This past Sunday more Presbyterians were at cliwi@hana than

in Scotland, and more were in congregations ofuhigéing Presbyterian Church
of Southern Africa than in the United State3.his past week in Great Britain, at
least fifteen thousand Christian foreign missioemivere hard at work
evangelizing the locals. Most of these missionaaiesfrom Africa and Asia®®

In other words there is great hope because ofdbdssthat we planted. The wind of the Spirit is
blowing them back to us to re seed our barren laRoissome who view this as Pollyanna-type
thinking, | would have to counter by repeating Wards of Herman J. Selderhuis when he
wrote,

“Faith and joy cannot be separated. As Calvin ré&mahis joy is rooted in the
experience of God'’s fatherly love. Furthermoreetjay arises from the
assurance of God’s shelter... Therefore, the faittdjagice because there is
nothing more beautiful than to know that God isobg’s side. They can derive
this great joy...from the assurance that God willmte for salvation.®

Again, he writes,

“Calvin’s view of the present and the future is rettderized by the theme that,
although the life of the faithful is currently shiaed in darkness, the coming of
the Lord will be for believers like the break of mimg in which the elect and the
outcast will be awakened”

Calvinism is optimistic about the future of thetlfeand the spread of the kingdom, even though
obstacles remain. So Calvin wrote:

“Though we are not immune to sorrow, it is nonetkslnecessary that a gladness

of faith must rise above it making us to sing & jby to come*
And if we say that religion is too corrupt, mortde low, and things are simply too bad to
imagine that the Gospel and in particular that Reéu expressions of it could spring forth again
from the burnt stumps of Edwards and Whitefieldhiis nation, Calvin reminds us:

% Mark A. Noll, The New Shape of World Christianity: How Americapdtience Reflects Global Faith
(Downers Grove, lll.: IVP Academic, 2009).
“OH. J. SelderhuiCalvin's Theology of the Psalmiexts and Studies in Reformation and Post-
Reformation ThoughiGrand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2007).
41 |

Ibid.
*2 John Calvin, “Psalms 13:6” quoted in Selderh@Gialvin’s Theology of the Psaln®57 (see footnote
85).
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“We are not called to inquire why he wills eventsieth contradict our sense of
what his administration should be, but if we wontit unsettle the very
foundations of religion, we must hold by this &&m principle, that nothing
happens without the divine will and decree. Hid miay be mysterious, but it is
to be regarded with reverence, as the fountaifl pfstice and rectitude,
unquestionably entitled as it is to our supremesitteTation.*

Calvin’s theology of the future, of the future a$ lown faith, and thus our faith, his
“eschatalogically-oriented jo{* as Selderhuis puts it, cannot be limited by cirstamnce. His
theology is as clear and calm as the Lake nedrdnse, as he commented upon Psalm 51:9,

“Even though, for as long as they make their pitgrge through this world, the
faithful constantly struggle with misery and aragqled by all sorts of worries,
hazards and burdens, it is sufficient for the epsiitheir sorrows merely to hear
of joy; for the joy of the Spirit cannot be sepathfrom faith.**

If I could be pastor for just a moment to those wlegpair under the present conditions of
oppression to true faith, to the increase of unigedk in the media, of the outright hostility to
true Christian faith in the universities and notnsgems, in many parts of our national life, |
would say that Calvin helps us as his writings galto an understanding that the spiritual
increase of the kingdom of Jesus Christ cannotdygpsed by these things. Do not despair! Do
not faint at these signs! Look up! For our redemptiraws near!

And do not think that a hostile culture can stap\aval of God in this land founded by our
Pilgrim forefathers anymore than a hostile Commiugsernment in China can stop the Gospel
from overtaking that land in our generation! A tlogyy of hope, not in man, not in the PCA, not
in our abilities, but in the Triune God who is bentredemption of this fallen race and this fallen
land, lifts us up and over the very winds that seettestroy us. And if God wills, we shall fly

like an eagle over the winds of change that seektim Calvinism. This is our future by God’s
grace and mercy, should we repent and call upon Henwill answer. And as Martyn Lloyd
Jones said in some place, if he doesn’t do it mliétime, then our lifetime of prayer will have
been used by God to lay a foundation for reviva generation we will never see until heaven!

Perhaps it will be, indeed, through a massive aduivat will sweep our land as a result of great
repentance and prayer by the people of God. Perhajisgrow slower and overtake us almost
imperceptibly, as Calvin even suggests. But thd seee in this land will not be wasted. Christ
will be victorious. The once and future Calvin imarica and the West is an undeniable,
unstoppable reality. The knowledge of God canneecthe earth without covering North
America and, yes, Europe. It is not over. It isydséginning. For Calvin taught, as he did in
Psalm 72:% that “the reign of Christ is spiritual, and thésgn sees to it that everything
perfectly returns again to its original ordéf.”

“3 John Calvin, "Commentary on the Book of Psalmd,"Aethur Golding (Accordance Bible Software,
From the original 1571 English edition).”

** SelderhuisCalvin's Theology of the Psalms

*® |bid.

6 May he judge your people with righteousness, and poor with justice! Psalms 72:2

*" SelderhuisCalvin's Theology of the Psalms
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So we do not despair. As William F. Buckley, Jmegked about the future of the West, “the
wells of regeneration are infinitely deeff.Or as Philip Jenkins has written,

“Death and resurrection are not just fundamentatries of Christianity; they
represent a historical model of the religion’s stawe and development?

And | say again, | am not a futurist. | am not asgthalf-full man. | am a believer. | am a
Calvinist. As long as there is a possibility ofiegval in the West, there is a future for a robust
Calvinism.

What We Can Expect of Calvinism in the Future

Calvinism will be the Final Act of God in World Engelization and World History. For at
length, we must believe that if Calvinism is a cadlireorientation of the empires of the mind
towards the Biblicakatholikog] the very revelation of the mind of the Almighty whimust of
necessity then transform all others mindben we must expect that the ancient churchesagf Ir
and Iran will be rebuilt. We must anticipate tha tabors of St. Mark in Egypt will bring forth
its unstoppable fruit. We must expect that Calvinisill take root in the Middle East.

And we must also now imagine the unimaginable, Wiath even Pope Benedict XVI prays for
in his Tridentate Liturgy on Fridays (now authodzegain in 2007 by Benedictthat the Jews
themselves will be convertgd And we would add that this conversion is not ®apal authority
but to a truly catholic faith which thinks thouglatiser God in true Calvinistic understanding.

The very forward movement of Calvinism as the Gb#pelf leads us to conceive a thought
with Murray and Kelly that if the Lord tarries Heght be pleased to bring a great revival to the
Jews. As Chinese Christians, many of them Calwrasd many more becoming Calvinistic, are
beginning to cry, “On to Jerusalem!” we are boumday, this too is a glorious future.

How beautiful that as the Anglicans and Presbynsrend Baptists and Independents, and
perhaps some other surprising groups as has beéenithmo doubt always be the case with
Calvinism, begin their glorious spiritual march tngs Jerusalem, that the Jews themselves
come out to greet the evangelists with open arrddlarse from whom the covenants came
embrace their spiritual descendants and most impthytfall before the living and reigning
Christ and beginning to join in the hymns of thiéhfa

Many other Calvinists have had such dreams. AndgusbtJlohn Murray and Douglas Kelly!

Conclusion

Timothy Larsen wrote an article in the May 29, 2@@&ion of the Wall Street Journal entitled,
“Look Who's a Believer Now > In this fascinating article in the Houses of Wapstolumn,
Larsen wrote about the confession of faith of tirggltime Christian antagonist, A.N. Wilson. It
seems difficult for many to fathom that a man smpotted to antagonizing Christ, Christianity
and Christians, who wrote books like “God’s Funeta999), could now openly declare that he

8 As quoted in George H. Nash, "How Firm a Founda#idhe Prospects for American Conservatism,"
The Intercollegiate Revie@pring (2009).

9 JenkinsGod's Continent: Christianity, Islam, and EuropR@ligious Crisis

0 Raymond Arroyo, "The Language of Traditiofifie Wall Street Journaluly 13 2007.

*1 See "Jews Outraged at Vatican PrayerNémser.conf2009), Robert Kaplan, "Conversing with the
Pope," inThe American Spectat¢2009).

52 Timothy Larsen, "Look Who's a Believer Novithe Wall Street JournaFriday, May 29, 2009.
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believes “that Christ had risen inde€d Perhaps even we, who have read Wilson, find his
recantation of his earlier recantation, in the X9®0en he renounced his Catholic faith, too
much to believe. But then again we have Saul eéUsalways reminding us that he is the
pattern of others who will be like him and belie®®. we are delighted to hear of Mr. Wilson’s
new faith. Mr. Larsen ended his article by saying,

“Next time you hear someone fume that God is thetroontemptible being who
never existed, keep in mind that you just mightaéching the first act of a
divine romantic comedy.”

To which I respond, “Well done, Mr. Larsen.”

Yet, | say, and Calvin would say, and the Bible ldmay, the next time you hear someone say
thatCalvinismis the most contemptible system of doctrine evemkmto Christianity, keep in
mind what happened to most of you in this room: yma may just be watching the next act in
the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in that gen’s life. For it has been my pastoral
observation that many Pelagians and semi-Pelabgecame Calvinists, but few Calvinists ever
go back the other way. | would suggest you ratttistidea up one more gear the next time you
hear someone say that a powerful revival of Cadvincould never happen in the West. If their
words are not a hand-wringing in doubt that leadsrt unholy contentment, but rather a
lamentation in faith that leads to concerts of prathen you may just be seeing the first act in a
mighty act of Almighty God that would bring revivdlat would sweep through America and
Britain and Holland and France and Italy and Spaiti Eastern Europe and bring about such a
powerful reformation and renewal of the Churchesuk Christ that its result would be nothing
short of a new Calvinism among us.

And if you hear someone say that the world has goae, and the clash of civilizations can
leave us no future but a horrible one, or thata@ldslam is such a power and their people so
numerous that no great work of God could happeyuingeneration, then you may just be
watching thdast act of the divine drama of the cosmos, which wauickly be the final great
drama of Calvinism, of Biblical Christianity, wheime catholicfaith of John Calvin would sweep
across the last unreached frontiers of the earsiterh then for the cry of East Asian Calvinists
crying, “On to Jerusalem!” Listen to the Africanl@aists crying, “All for Jesus!” Listen to the
teaching of the Confession of Faith in Arabic amtHebrew, as well as in German and in
Swahili. Listen, for then, in that time, a time mveamt of by a futurist, or by a hopeful idealist,
but a time which Isaiah says is on its way, whie says is on its way, which our
Confessions tell us is on its way, which our Londl &avior said cannot be stoppkeith that
timeld and who knows if it is not far awaythe religion of our Lord Jesus Christ taught incdll
its fullness and completeness, the religion of @ahill be dispersed the world over.

| will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “Yare my Son; today | have
begotten you. Ask of me, and | will make the nasigour heritage, and the ends
of the earth your possession (Psalms 2:7, 8).

To this glorious decree Calvin reminds the aggse@ally those living in days like ours:

“But although the ingratitude of men hinders thegkom of Christ from
prospering it does not render this prediction afeeffect, inasmuch as Christ

*% |bid.
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collects the dispersed remnants of his people afhiguarters, and in the midst
of this wretched desolation, keeps them joinedttogyeby the sacred bond of
faiths so that not one corner only, but the whatelavis subjected to his
authority. Besides, however insolently the ungadlgy act, and however they
may reject his sovereignty, they cannot, by thaetlion, destroy his authority
and power.*

The ages have agreed. And so at the Four Hundaadiliersary of John Calvin’s birth, the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church inthiged States, meeting in session at
Birmingham, Alabama, in May of 1907, received theseds from the Executive Commission
of the Alliance of Reformed Churches:

“In the providence of God [John Calvin] was ondhaf most potent forces of his
day for human progress, and his influence contiimuéise present, and will abide
in the future, a great power for the welfare of kiad.”*

We, meeting here, must surely agree. This is the€¢@nd future Calvin” for this is the Gospel
of the once and forever King of King and Lord ofrtls, Jesus Christ; an “empire of the mind”
that has become the inescapable empire of the co<Diothat in our day, we may recommit
ourselves to this empire in our own minds and fbursin this glorious future.

To this word | do not say, “Thus ends my paper{ dather, “In the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

4 Jean CalvinA Commentary on the Psalms of David, by John CaBésed on the Translation of
Arthur Golding. With the TexfLondon, Thomas Tegg, 1840.: Accordance 8.0, 1840)
% Warfield, ed.Calvin Memorial Addresses
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