
BAPTISM – CATEGORIZED SCRIPTURE LIST

Introduction

Throughout Church history, but more notably and rancorously within the past several hundred years, 
debates over Christian baptism – what the rite itself actually signifies and does, by what mode it ought 
to be administered, and who may qualify as its proper subjects – have continued without abatement. 
One notable characteristic of the question, which has doubtless served to keep an easy and obviously 
irrefutable answer out of reach, is that the entire biblical witness to the nature of baptism is not 
exhausted by the relatively few passages directly addressing, by precept or historical example, the 
actual administration of the New Covenant sign, but on the contrary, many broad and far-reaching 
biblical themes and motifs have a necessary and compelling impact on virtually every point of the 
debate. We will not understand what is intended by the sign of baptism until we know what it is to be in 
covenant with God in Christ Jesus; and we will not understand his Covenant until we go back to the 
beginning of his dealings with his people, and take careful note of how God has inaugurated, clarified, 
and expanded his covenant, to whom he has always made it firm, how he advanced it to its final state of 
immutable certainty in the atoning work of Christ, and what that means for us today who are heirs of 
the Covenants of Promise. Nor will we understand the manifold significance of the rite until we have 
adequately accounted for God's saving of Noah and the children of Israel through the waters by which 
he destroyed the world, the washing rituals of the Old Testament priests, and many other such things. 
But although the question is multi-faceted and complex, and although many well-meaning persons have 
therefore failed to take into account certain vital and necessary pieces of information pertinent to the 
subject, and have thus become inadvisedly dogmatic in an opinion which cannot adequately account for 
great and inextricably related truths which are the most ardently and emphatically proclaimed 
throughout the scriptures, it is my firm belief that the scriptures alone, when laid out in due order, may 
cast such a brilliant and inextinguishable light upon the whole topic as to render a few much-debated 
conclusions firm beyond cavil. God grant that his holy scriptures may here dispel much fruitless and 
misdirected groping after answers through the wrong means and reconcile all true and pious Christian 
brothers (of whom there are doubtless many on every side of the question) in a singleminded opinion!

The Nature and Progression of God's Covenants with Mankind

1. God's relationship with mankind has always been in covenant

A) Before the Fall, God dealt with Adam on a covenantal basis

• Creation itself is in a covenant relationship with God; so how much more the climactic   
creature, for whom the world was made and who rules over it and represents it to God?

Jer 33:20-26  "Thus says the LORD: If you can break my covenant with the day and my 
covenant with the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time, then 
also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a son to 
reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. As the host of 
heaven cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply 
the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical priests who minister to me." The word 
of the LORD came to Jeremiah: "Have you not observed that these people are saying, 'The 
LORD has rejected the two clans that he chose'? Thus they have despised my people so that 
they are no longer a nation in their sight. Thus says the LORD: If I have not established my 



covenant with day and night and the fixed order of heaven and earth, then I will reject the 
offspring of Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his offspring to rule 
over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes and will 
have mercy on them."

Gen 1:26-28  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

Psa 8:4-9  what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 
him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 
glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put 
all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the 
heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O LORD, our 
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Psa 115:16  The heavens are the LORD's heavens, but the earth he has given to the children 
of man.

Jer 27:5-6  "It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arm have made the earth, 
with the men and animals that are on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to 
me. Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, 
my servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the field to serve him.

• All   of   the elements of a biblical covenant are clearly displayed in the original creation of   
man:   first, a preamble emphasizing the greatness of God as seen in his prior works; second,   
particular stipulations placed upon those with whom God is entering into relationship; third, 
the negative sanction of death, in the case of disobedience; which gives warrant for 
understanding, fourth, an implied positive sanction of eternal life for obedience  , as   
represented by the “tree of life”.

Preamble: Gen 1:1-5  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, "Let there be light," and there 
was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day....Gen 2:5-9  When no bush of the field was yet in the 
land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up--for the LORD God had not caused it 
to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from 
the land and was watering the whole face of the ground--then the LORD God formed the 
man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and 
there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God made to 
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in 
the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.



Stipulations: Gen 1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." ...Gen 2:15-17 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And 
the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die."

Negative Sanction: Gen 2:17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

Implied Positive Sanction: Gen 3:22-24  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has 
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take 
also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--" therefore the LORD God sent him out 
from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the 
man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that 
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

• According to the likeliest interpretation, Adam is explicitly said to have broken covenant   
when he fell.

Hos 6:7  But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with me.

B) After the Fall, God dealt with Adam on a covenantal basis

• God established the first Covenant of Promise immediately after the Fall  

Gen 3:15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." ...Gen 6:18  But I 
will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your 
wife, and your sons' wives with you. [Here, in the first mention of the covenant in  
scriptures, God says he “established” (“confirmed”) his covenant with Noah, which 
implies that it existed previously.]

• God gave a new sign: the covering of shameful nakedness with a slain victim, and ongoing   
blood sacrifice.

Gen 3:21  And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and 
clothed them. 

Gen 4:3-5  In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 
ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the 
LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. 
So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.

Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through 
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And 
through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.



C) Thereafter, God always dealt with his people in covenant, and marked every advance in his  
plan of redemption by the confirmation of a greater, clearer, or more expansive covenant.

 
• Noah  

Gen 9:1-11  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth. The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth 
and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the 
fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing that lives shall be 
food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. But you shall not 
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: 
from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a 
reckoning for the life of man. "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be 
shed, for God made man in his own image. And you, be fruitful and multiply, teem on the 
earth and multiply in it." Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "Behold, I 
establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there 
be a flood to destroy the earth."

• Abraham  

Gen 15:1-21  After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear 
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?" And Abram said, "Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir." And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: "This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir." And he brought him outside 
and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then 
he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." And he believed the LORD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness. And he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur 
of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess." But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to 
know that I shall possess it?" He said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female 
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." And he 
brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did 
not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 
and great darkness fell upon him. Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that 
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and 
they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that 
they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for yourself, you 
shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come 
back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, "To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites." 



• Sinai  

Deu 5:1-33  And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, "Hear, O Israel, the statutes 
and the rules that I speak in your hearing today, and you shall learn them and be careful to 
do them. The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. Not with our fathers did 
the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. The LORD 
spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of the midst of the fire, while I stood 
between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD. For you 
were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain. He said: "'I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
"'You shall have no other gods before me. "'You shall not make for yourself a carved image, 
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the LORD 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. "'You shall not take the name of the 
LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 
vain. "'Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 
your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male 
servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest 
as well as you. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the 
LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 
Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day. "'Honor your 
father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, that your days may be 
long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
"'You shall not murder. "'And you shall not commit adultery. "'And you shall not steal. 
"'And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. "'And you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.' 
"These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of the 
fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And he 
wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. And as soon as you heard the voice 
out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to 
me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. And you said, 'Behold, the LORD our God 
has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the 
fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man still live. Now therefore why 
should we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the LORD our 
God any more, we shall die. For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the voice of the 
living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? Go near and 
hear all that the LORD our God will say and speak to us all that the LORD our God will 
speak to you, and we will hear and do it.' "And the LORD heard your words, when you 
spoke to me. And the LORD said to me, 'I have heard the words of this people, which they 
have spoken to you. They are right in all that they have spoken. Oh that they had such a 
mind as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well 
with them and with their descendants forever! Go and say to them, "Return to your tents." 
But you, stand here by me, and I will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and 
the rules that you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving them 



to possess.' You shall be careful therefore to do as the LORD your God has commanded 
you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the way 
that the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well 
with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess.

• David  

2Sa 7:12-16  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I 
will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast 
love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall 
be established forever.'"

• New  

Jer 31:31-34  "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each 
his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more." 

Eze 36:25-36  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. And I will deliver you from all 
your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine 
upon you. I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you 
may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will remember 
your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your 
iniquities and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord 
GOD; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of 
Israel. "Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I 
will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be rebuilt. And the land that 
was desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the sight of all who 
passed by. And they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the garden of 
Eden, and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.' Then the 
nations that are left all around you shall know that I am the LORD; I have rebuilt the ruined 
places and replanted that which was desolate. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do 
it. 



Mat 26:26-29  Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." And he took a cup, and when 
he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will 
not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom."

Heb 8:7-13  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion 
to look for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are 
coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in 
my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will 
put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his 
brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more." In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

2. God's covenantal dealings with man have always been signified and sealed with visible signs

A) The Covenant with Adam had the visible sign of the Tree of Life

Gen 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever--"

B) The Covenant with Noah had the visible sign of the rainbow

Gen 9:12-17  And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over 
the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." God said to 
Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is 
on the earth." 

C) The Covenant with Abraham had the visible sign of circumcision

Gen 17:9-14  And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every 
male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from 



any foreigner who is not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is 
bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." [After this inaugural  
sign of covenant inclusion was given to Abraham, it remained in force after the Sinaitic and 
Davidic Covenants were brought in to supplement it, neither of which was provided with a 
similar sign of inclusion, God thereby making manifest that there remained for his people a 
participation in the first Covenant of Promise made with Abraham and his Seed, which the later  
covenants, coming afterwards, could not nullify; what is of utmost significance, therefore, is the 
eventual replacement of this sign by the sign of a newer and greater Covenant which did indeed 
fulfill the Abrahamic Promise as the Covenant of Moses had not been able to do.]

D) The New Covenant has the visible sign of Baptism

Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

3. The New Covenant Replaces the Sinaitic Covenant as the perfect fulfillment of the 
Abrahamic Promise

A) The New Covenant is the Perfect Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Promise

Gal 3:13-18  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it is 
written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"-- so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 
faith. To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or 
adds to it once it has been ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his 
offspring. It does not say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And to 
your offspring," who is Christ. This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, 
does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. For if the 
inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a 
promise.

B) The New Covenant Replaces the Sinaitic Covenant, which was shown to be impotent to fulfill  
the Abrahamic Promise

Gal 4:21-31  Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the 
son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born 
through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. 
One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But 
the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one who 
does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the 
desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband." Now you, brothers, like 
Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh 
persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But what does the 
Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not 



inherit with the son of the free woman." So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the 
free woman. 

Jer 31:31-34  "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with 
their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." 

Heb 8:6-13  But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. For he 
finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I 
will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern 
for them, declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each one 
his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more." In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. 
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

C) And so, we who are in the New Covenant are heirs of the Abrahamic Promise

Rom 4:9-16  Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We 
say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was 
it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He 
received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 
still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being 
circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, and to make him the 
father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of 
the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. For the promise to Abraham 
and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is 
null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his offspring--not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 

Gal 3:5-9  Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith--just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness"? Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And 
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 



beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." So then, those who are 
of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

Gal 3:26-29  for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 
Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Eph 2:11-22  Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the 
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- 
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Eph 3:6  This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

4. Hence, Circumcision and Baptism are said to signify the same thing, and seem to be 
administered according to the same canons of inclusion, insofar as we have explicit testimony.

A) Baptism and circumcision both signify true faith and regenerate hearts

Deu 10:16  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 

Deu 30:6  And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, 
so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you 
may live.

Jer 4:4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to 
quench it, because of the evil of your deeds." 

Jer 9:26  Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in the desert who 
cut the corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel 
are uncircumcised in heart."

Rom 4:11  He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by 
faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who 
believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 



[Circumcision is here explicitly said to be sign of true faith, and yet it was commanded to be 
given to infants still too young to give a credible profession of faith; it therefore necessarily  
nullifies any argument that, if baptism signifies true faith, it must not, because of that reason, be 
given to infants who cannot give a credible profession of faith.] 

Act 16:30-34  Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" And they 
said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." And they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same 
hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 
Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with 
his entire household that he had believed in God. 

Tit 3:5  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [It is likely that baptism 
is referred to here as a sign of regeneration, which truly purifies the heart as waters cleanse the 
body] 

1Pe 3:21  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
[Baptism is here called “an appeal to God,” and thus signifies true faith, as did Abraham's  
circumcision (Rom 4:11).]

B) Baptism and circumcision were both applied to adult converts who had previously been out of 
God's Covenant.

Exo 12:48  If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let 
all his males be circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the 
land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 

Act 8:34-38  And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?" Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?" [And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he replied, "I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.

C) When circumcision or baptism was first given to hitherto un-Covenanted persons, it was 
customarily given to families/households, not simply to individuals.

Gen 17:23-27  Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought 
with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the flesh 
of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old 
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years 
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very day Abraham and his son 
Ishmael were circumcised. And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those 
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 



Act 2:38-39  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself." 

Act 16:14-15  One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller 
of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to 
what was said by Paul. And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, 
saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." And she 
prevailed upon us. 

Act 16:31-34  And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And 
he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 
he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he 
rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 

1Co 1:16  (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.) [although the cases of household circumcision clearly include infants  
and the cases of household baptism are ambiguous, the striking fact is still true that, insofar as  
the scriptural witness reveals, the canons of inclusion functioned in precisely the same manner;  
which gives warrant for believing that those canons of baptismal inclusion which are not  
addressed by definite scriptural example would likewise be identical with clear canons of  
circumcision-inclusion]

D) Circumcision and baptism are explicitly identified in such a way that the latter, in this era,  
fulfills precisely the same function as the former had previously.

Col 2:11-13  In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 

The History of God's Dealings with Children and Infants in their Familial Solidarity

1. Examples of Familial Solidarity Throughout Redemptive History

A) From the beginning of creation, God has dealt with all humans in solidarity with their first  
federal and seminal head, Adam.

Rom 5:12-21  Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned--for sin indeed was in the world before 
the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type 
of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through 
one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 



man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's 
sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following 
many trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned 
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass 
led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all 
men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Gen 3:20  The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

B) Immediately after the Fall, when God established his own people of covenant grace in the midst  
of the Serpent's people of the world, the two contrary Kingdoms grew largely through familial  
generation.

Gen 4:16-24  Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of 
Nod, east of Eden. Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a 
city, he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. To Enoch was born Irad, 
and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered 
Lamech. And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the 
other Zillah. Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 
His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. Zillah 
also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of 
Tubal-cain was Naamah. Lamech said to his wives: "Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives 
of Lamech, listen to what I say: I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking 
me. If Cain's revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold." 

Gen 4:25-26 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for 
she said, "God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him." To 
Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon 
the name of the LORD....Gen 5:28-32  When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 
and called his name Noah, saying, "Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed this one shall 
bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands." Lamech lived after he 
fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the days of Lamech were 
777 years, and he died. After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

C) When God confirmed his Covenant with Noah, of Seth's godly line, he likewise saved his whole 
family, although it was he alone who “found grace in the eyes of the Lord”

Gen 6:8-13  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth 
was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of 



all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth. 

Gen 6:17-18  For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in 
which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will 
establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 
your sons' wives with you. 

D) When God established his eternal covenant with Abraham, which was foundational to all  
redemptive history following it, he explicitly included his offspring, and demonstrated this by 
giving the covenant-inclusion sign of circumcision to all, adults and children alike.

Gen 17:9-14  And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every 
male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from 
any foreigner who is not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is 
bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." 

E) When God revealed himself climactically to Moses, he spoke of generational solidarity both 
among the saved and unsaved.

Exo 33:17-23  And the LORD said to Moses, "This very thing that you have spoken I will do, 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name." Moses said, "Please show me 
your glory." And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim 
before you my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for man shall 
not see me and live." And the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by me where you shall 
stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you shall 
see my back, but my face shall not be seen." 

Exo 34:4-9  So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning 
and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two 
tablets of stone. The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed 
the name of the LORD. The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, 
a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands [prob., of generations], forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." And 
Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. And he said, "If now I have 
found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-
necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance."



F) When God later established his covenant with David, his offspring was likewise explicitly  
included.

2Sa 7:12-17  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be 
to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him 
with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'" In 
accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

G) Malachi urges covenant faithfulness between spouses with the intent that their offspring might  
therefore be holy to God.

Mal 2:14-15  But you say, "Why does he not?" Because the LORD was witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? 
And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let 
none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 

H) When Jesus was on earth, he healed and raised many people because of the vicarious faith of  
another related person.

Mat 8:13  And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." 
And the servant was healed at that very moment.

Mat 9:2  And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven."

Mar 5:35-42  While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, 
"Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?" But overhearing what they said, 
Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe." And he allowed no one to 
follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. They came to the house of 
the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 
And when he had entered, he said to them, "Why are you making a commotion and weeping? 
The child is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and 
took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child 
was. Taking her by the hand he said to her, "Talitha cumi," which means, "Little girl, I say to 
you, arise." And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of 
age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.

Mar 9:21-27  And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he 
said, "From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if 
you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! 
All things are possible for one who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and 
said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he 
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of 
him and never enter him again." And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, 



and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, "He is dead." But Jesus took him by 
the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

I) When Peter preached the first sermon announcing the inauguration of the New Covenant, in  
full continuity with all redemptive history preceding, he framed it in terms of “you and your 
children”.

Act 2:38-39  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself."

J) When God began to expanded his promised redemptive Kingdom, he typically brought in whole 
families, who all received baptism together.

Act 16:14-15  One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller 
of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to 
what was said by Paul. And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, 
saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." And she 
prevailed upon us. 

Act 16:31-34  And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And 
he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 
he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he 
rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 

1Co 1:16  (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.)  

K) In sum, throughout redemptive history, God has never dealt with his people as mere individuals.  
A denial of God's pattern of viewing certain persons in solidarity with another related person is  
tantamount to denying the very gospel, which teaches that, every individual is guilty by virtue 
of his relation to Adam, and all who come to be corporately joined to Christ are redeemed [see 
again Rom 5:12-21; 1Co 15:22].

2. God's redemptive love is fully displayed to children, most especially the children of covenant 
believers.

A) Samuel was a chosen vessel of God from childhood, due to the faith of his mother, Hannah.

1Sa 1:11  And she vowed a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the 
affliction of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch 
his head."...19-20  They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they 
went back to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD 
remembered her. And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name 
Samuel, for she said, "I have asked for him from the LORD."...24-28  And when she had 
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a 



skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was 
young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And she said, "Oh, my 
lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to 
the LORD. For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition that I made to 
him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD." And 
he worshiped the LORD there....3:1-10  Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the 
LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent 
vision. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called Samuel, 
and he said, "Here I am!" and ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I 
did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. And the LORD called again, "Samuel!" 
and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did 
not call, my son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the young man. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down, and if he 
calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.'" So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place. And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And 
Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant hears." 

B) David was given faith in God from the womb.

Psa 71:5-6  For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. Upon you I have 
leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from my mother's womb. My praise is 
continually of you. 

Psa 22:9-10  Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my 
mother's breasts. On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother's womb you have been 
my God. [Although this is primarily a prophecy of Christ, it is likely that it was also a reality  
foreshadowed in the life of David, the Psalmist, who was the pre-eminent type of Christ in the 
Old Testament.]

C) David was confident, because of God's grace, of a blessed reunion with his first child from 
Bathsheba.

2Sa 12:23-24  But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to 
him, but he will not return to me." Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to 
her and lay with her, and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the LORD loved 
him 

D) Jeremiah was known and sanctified by God from the womb.

Jer 1:5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations."

E) John the Baptist was regenerate from the womb, and leapt for joy in the presence of his Savior.



Luk 1:41-44  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came 
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.

F) Jesus clearly taught that his eternal Kingdom belongs even to infants whose parents bring them 
to him.

Luk 18:15-17  Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let the children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it." 

G) Paul taught that the children of even one believing parent are holy to the Lord (not merely in a 
state of innocence, much less pagan).
1Co 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 
is, they are holy.

H) Although Paul himself was wickedly opposed to Christ for a time, yet because of his birth into 
the covenant community, and God's grace in bringing the grace of his covenant to bear upon 
his life in a conversion experience, he was able to say that he had served God, not just from 
infancy, but from his ancestors.

2Ti 1:3  I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors [lit. whom I serve from {my} 
ancestors], with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.

Gal 1:13-16  For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own 
age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he 
who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal 
his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 
consult with anyone; 

I) Paul proclaimed that Timothy knew the scriptures from infancy, and had always possessed that  
faith which had first dwelt in his mother and grandmother.

2Ti 1:5-6  I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind you 
to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 

2Ti 3:14-15  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood [lit., from infancy] you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus.

J) In fact, all the elect remnant who are born into the Covenant of Grace have been carried by 
God and preserved by his sanctifying influences from the womb to old age.



Isa 46:3-4  "Listen to me, O house of Jacob, all the remnant of the house of Israel, who have 
been borne by me from before your birth, carried from the womb; even to your old age I am he, 
and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save. 

3. God's Punishment is also displayed in children of the wicked, by virtue of familial solidarity.

A) When God flooded the world for its wickedness, even infants were destroyed with all the rest.

Gen 6:17  For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which 
is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die.

B) When God destroyed Sodom for its wickedness, all the infants were likewise destroyed.

Gen 19:24-25  Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD 
out of heaven. And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and what grew on the ground. 

C) In the premier Old Testament example of God's redemptive purpose, all the firstborn of the 
world were killed because of the impenitence of their parents.

Exo 11:1-10  The LORD said to Moses, "Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and 
upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you 
away completely. Speak now in the hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his 
neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry." And the LORD gave 
the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants and in the sight of the people. So Moses said, 
"Thus says the LORD: About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, and every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the 
firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. There 
shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will 
be again. But not a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that 
you may know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. And all these your 
servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, 'Get out, you and all the people 
who follow you.' And after that I will go out." And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. Then 
the LORD said to Moses, "Pharaoh will not listen to you, that my wonders may be multiplied in 
the land of Egypt." Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land....12:29-30 
At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all 
the firstborn of the livestock. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all 
the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone 
was not dead. 

D) When Korah and his followers rebelled against the Covenant, they were all swallowed up by 
the earth, even with their wives and infants.

Num 16:27-35  So they got away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan 
and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, together with their wives, their sons, 



and their little ones. And Moses said, "Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do 
all these works, and that it has not been of my own accord. If these men die as all men die, or if 
they are visited by the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has not sent me. But if the LORD 
creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that 
belongs to them, and they go down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have 
despised the LORD." And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground 
under them split apart. And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their 
households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. So they and all that 
belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished 
from the midst of the assembly. And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they 
said, "Lest the earth swallow us up!" And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 
men offering the incense. 

E) When Joshua first entered the Promised Land and was hindered in capturing the City of Ai  
because of the sin of Achan, he destroyed Achan's wife and children together with him.

Jos 7:19-26  Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD God of Israel and 
give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me." And Achan 
answered Joshua, "Truly I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I did: 
when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar 
of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in 
the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath." So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to 
the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. And they took them 
out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them 
down before the LORD. And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and 
the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and 
donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of 
Achor. And Joshua said, "Why did you bring trouble on us? The LORD brings trouble on you 
today." And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire and stoned them with 
stones. And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to this day. Then the 
LORD turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the 
Valley of Achor. 

F) When God brought Israel into the Promised Land, he told them repeatedly to kill all of its  
inhabitants, including the infants.

Num 21:2-3  And Israel vowed a vow to the LORD and said, "If you will indeed give this 
people into my hand, then I will devote their cities to destruction." And the LORD heeded the 
voice of Israel and gave over the Canaanites, and they devoted them and their cities to 
destruction. So the name of the place was called Hormah.

Deu 7:2  and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you 
must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no 
mercy to them.

Deu 20:16-17  But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an 
inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to complete 
destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the 
Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, 



Jos 6:17  And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. 
Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the 
messengers whom we sent.

1Sa 15:1-3  And Samuel said to Saul, "The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people 
Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I have 
noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. 
Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but 
kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'" 

4. God's secret election is at work among covenant infants, so as to preserve some in grace and 
harden others in apostasy; but he still commands the sign of covenant inclusion to be given to 
all covenant infants alike.

A) Isaac was chosen and Ishmael cast out, but both received the sign of circumcision.

Gen 17:23-27  Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought 
with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the flesh 
of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old 
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years 
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very day Abraham and his son 
Ishmael were circumcised. And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those 
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him....21:1-4  The LORD visited 
Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah conceived and 
bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called 
the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him....9-14  But 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, laughing. So she 
said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall 
not be heir with my son Isaac." And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of 
his son. But God said to Abraham, "Be not displeased because of the boy and because of your 
slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named. And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is 
your offspring." So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and 
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

Gal 4:21-31  Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the 
son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born 
through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. 
One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But 
the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one who 
does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the 
desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband." Now you, brothers, like 
Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh 
persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But what does the 



Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not 
inherit with the son of the free woman." So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the 
free woman. 

B) Jacob was loved and Esau was hated, but both received the sign of circumcision.

Gen 25:21-26  And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And the 
LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The children struggled together 
within her, and she said, "If it is thus, why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of 
the LORD. And the LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from 
within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the 
younger." When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 
The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. Afterward 
his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when she bore them.

Mal 1:2-3  "I have loved you," says the LORD. But you say, "How have you loved us?" "Is not 
Esau Jacob's brother?" declares the LORD. "Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I 
have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert." 

Rom 9:10-16  And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our 
forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad--in 
order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him 
who calls-- she was told, "The older will serve the younger." As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but 
Esau I hated." What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he 
says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom 
I have compassion." So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has 
mercy. 

Examples of Baptism Throughout Redemptive History

1. Noah was saved from the waters of God's wrath by his being in the ark, and his wife and 
children were included because of their relation to him; Peter reveals that this was the first 
baptism.

Gen 6:8-10  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth....17-18  For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the 
earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth 
shall die. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you....7:7  And Noah and his sons and his wife and his 
sons' wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood....7:17-8:5  The flood 
continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above 
the earth. The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of 
the waters. And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the 
whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen 
cubits deep. And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming 
creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils 



was the breath of life died. He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. 
Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed on the earth 
150 days. But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in 
the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. The fountains of the 
deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, and the 
waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, and in the 
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of 
Ararat. And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen....8:15-18  Then God said to Noah, "Go out from 
the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every 
living thing that is with you of all flesh--birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth--that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." So Noah 
went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 

1Pe 3:20-21  because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

2. When God destroyed the hosts of Egypt with the waters of the Red Sea, he brought the 
Israelites safely through on dry land, with all their infants; Paul reveals that this too was a 
baptism, corresponding to the baptism which we have been given in this age.

Exo 14:15-31  The LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go 
forward. Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of 
Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that 
they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen." Then the angel of God who was going before the host of 
Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood 
behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and 
the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. Then Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their 
left. The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, 
his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of 
cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging 
their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from before 
Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians." Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea 
returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the 
LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots 
and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them 
remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to 
them on their right hand and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of 
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power that 



the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the 
LORD and in his servant Moses.

1Co 10:1-11  For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not 
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for 
us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is 
written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play." We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put 
Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of 
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, 
but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 

3. Hebrews teaches that the many Old Testament rites of ritual purification were in fact 
“baptisms,” designed to teach us of Christ, into whom we also have been baptized.

Heb 9:9-23  (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and 
sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, but deal only with food 
and drink and various washings [lit., baptisms], regulations for the body imposed until the time of 
reformation. But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, 
and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the 
flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. Therefore 
he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under 
the first covenant. For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be 
established. For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made 
it is alive. Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when every 
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves 
and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 
people, saying, "This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you." And in the same 
way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. Indeed, under the 
law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins. Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with 
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these

A) Baptism at the foot of Mount Sinai

Exo 19:9-17  And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that 
the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever." When Moses 
told the words of the people to the LORD, the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and 
consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments and be ready for the 
third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people. And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 'Take care not to go up into 



the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. No 
hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.' 
When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain." So Moses went 
down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the people; and they washed their 
garments. And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman." On 
the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the 
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then 
Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of 
the mountain. 

Exo 24:4-8  And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning 
and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses took half of the blood and put it in 
basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant 
and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will 
do, and we will be obedient." And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, 
"Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all 
these words." [At the giving of the Law, the people washed their clothes with water, and Moses 
purified them and the book of the Law with the sprinkling of sacrificial blood; this is one of the 
“baptisms” that the Author of Hebrews speaks of, and teaches that our own persons and every 
sacred thing we defile by being in contact with it must be cleansed by the purifying sacrificial  
work of Christ.]

B) Baptism to consecrate priests

Exo 40:11-15  You shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and consecrate it. Then you shall 
bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall wash them with water 
and put on Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint him and consecrate him, that he may 
serve me as priest. You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, and anoint them, as you 
anointed their father, that they may serve me as priests. And their anointing shall admit them to 
a perpetual priesthood throughout their generations." [Here, we see that the priests were to be 
washed and anointed with oil (symbolic of the Holy Spirit) before entering their priestly  
service; the great antitype of this ceremony was Jesus Christ, who at the age of thirty (when the 
priests entered their service) was baptized and anointed with the Holy Spirit; it also joins the 
pouring out of the Spirit with baptism, suggesting the propriety of the “Baptism of the Spirit”  
that John the Baptist proclaimed that the Christ would accomplish, and that he did in fact  
accomplish decisively and inaugurally on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).]

C) Baptism with the water of the Red Heifer

Num 19:1-10  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, "This is the statute of the 
law that the LORD has commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without 
defect, in which there is no blemish, and on which a yoke has never come. And you shall give it 
to Eleazar the priest, and it shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered before him. And 
Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood 
toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times. And the heifer shall be burned in his sight. 
Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall be burned. And the priest shall take 
cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into the fire burning the heifer. Then 



the priest shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into 
the camp. But the priest shall be unclean until evening. The one who burns the heifer shall wash 
his clothes in water and bathe his body in water and shall be unclean until evening. And a man 
who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a clean 
place. And they shall be kept for the water for impurity for the congregation of the people of 
Israel; it is a sin offering. And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until evening. And this shall be a perpetual statute for the people of Israel, and 
for the stranger who sojourns among them. [Here the water of purification, sprinkled upon the 
unclean for their cleansing, was made with the ashes of a red heifer, the Holy Spirit thereby 
signifying that the effects of Christ's sacrificial death, symbolized by the ashes of the heifer,  
would be borne to his people by the Holy Spirit, who is promised by Jesus under the figure of 
“rivers of water”. This is likewise most likely one of the “baptisms” referred to in Hebrews 9.]

D) Baptism to purify lepers 

Lev 14:1-7  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "This shall be the law of the leprous person for 
the day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest, and the priest shall go out of the 
camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous 
person, the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds 
and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. And the priest shall command them to kill one of 
the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water. He shall take the live bird with the 
cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of 
the bird that was killed over the fresh water. And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is 
to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living 
bird go into the open field....48-53  "But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not 
spread in the house after the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house 
clean, for the disease is healed. And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, 
with cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware 
vessel over fresh water and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along 
with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water 
and sprinkle the house seven times. Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird 
and with the fresh water and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet 
yarn. And he shall let the live bird go out of the city into the open country. So he shall make 
atonement for the house, and it shall be clean."

4. Naaman was purified by a cleansing which prefigured Christian baptism, to foreshadow that 
it would be extended even to the Gentiles.

2Ki 5:9-14  So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. 
And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your 
flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean." But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, 
"Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the 
LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" 
So he turned and went away in a rage. But his servants came near and said to him, "My father, it is 
a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, 'Wash, 
and be clean'?" So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the 
word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.



5. John the Baptist baptized a repentant people to prepare them for the Kingdom of Christ; he 
also baptized Christ himself, to consecrate him as our great High Priest, to fulfill all the 
righteousness required of us, and to show that Christian baptism would be effective by virtue 
of its joining its subjects to the accomplishments of Christ, who underwent all things for us.

Mat 3:1-17  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 
said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.'" Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." [Due to the complex nature 
of this baptism, and how it signified especially Christ's entrance into his high-priestly ministry, and 
due to the fact that those baptized by John were later compelled to undergo Christian baptism as 
well (Acts 19:1-6), this event cannot have any prescriptive force for designating the subjects of  
Christian baptism.]

6. John the Baptist prophesied that Christ would baptize the whole world with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire; he would pour out the Holy Spirit upon his people, that is, who would join them 
to Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection, that they might be saved; and he would make 
the rest of the world to undergo the fiery judgment that he himself would bear for his Spirit-
baptized people on the cross.

A) John's Prophecy

Mat 3:11-12  "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

B) Jesus' vicarious baptism of judgment on the cross

Mar 10:38-39  Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" And they 



said to him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink, and 
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 

Luk 12:50  I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 
accomplished!

C) The baptism of the Spirit for all God's people

Act 1:4-8  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they 
had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."...2:1-4 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there 
came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.

1Co 12:13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

D) The baptism of fire for all the world

Mar 9:43-50  And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. (OMITTED TEXT) And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to 
be thrown into hell. (OMITTED TEXT) And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 
'where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.' For everyone will be salted with 
fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt 
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."

2Th 1:6-9  since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and 
to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know 
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might, [According to what I suppose is the likeliest interpretation of John's prophecy that Jesus 
would baptize with fire, all those who do not receive the baptism of the Spirit will undergo a 
baptism of fiery wrath and judgment on the last day.]

7. Thereafter, Jesus instituted water baptism as the sign of the New Covenant, and taught that it 
should be extended to all his people, whom he would take from every nation, which in fact he 
did, calling out worshipers and baptizing them from the Jews, the Samaritans, the disciples of 
John, and the Gentiles.



Mat 28:19-20  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

Act 2:38-41  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to himself." And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, 
saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation." So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

Act 8:5  Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ....12  But when 
they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women....14-17  Now when the apostles at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came 
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any 
of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands 
on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Act 10:44-48  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, "Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Act 19:1-5  And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland 
country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, "Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said, "No, we have not even heard that there 
is a Holy Spirit." And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They said, "Into John's 
baptism." And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.

Passages Discovering the Various Significances of Baptism

1. Baptism signifies cleansing from sin and impurity.

Act 22:16  And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on 
his name.'

Lev 14:6-7  He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and 
dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. And he shall 
sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall 
pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.



Num 19:11-12  "Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. He 
shall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so be clean. But if 
he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not become clean. 

Psa 51:2  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!...7  Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Isa 52:15  so shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that 
which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand.

Jer 33:8  I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I will forgive all the guilt 
of their sin and rebellion against me.

Eze 36:25  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you.

Zec 13:1  "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

Act 15:9  and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.

1Co 6:11  And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Eph 5:26  that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

Heb 10:22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

2. Baptism signifies satisfaction from life-giving and thirst-quenching waters.

Joh 4:10-14  Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." The 
woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock." Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life." 

Psa 42:1-2  To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah. As a deer pants for flowing streams, 
so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 
and appear before God? 

Isa 41:17-18  When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched 
with thirst, I the LORD will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open 
rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a 
pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.



Isa 55:1  "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Joh 7:37-38  On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 

Rev 21:6  And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

Rev 22:17  The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let 
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

3. Baptism signifies fruitfulness in righteousness and good works.

Job 14:7-9  "For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its 
shoots will not cease. Though its root grow old in the earth, and its stump die in the soil, yet at the 
scent of water it will bud and put out branches like a young plant.

Psa 1:3  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

Pro 10:11  The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals 
violence.

Pro 18:4  The words of a man's mouth are deep waters; the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.

Isa 44:4  They shall spring up among the grass like willows by flowing streams.

Isa 58:11  And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and 
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose 
waters do not fail.

Jer 17:8  He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 
when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does 
not cease to bear fruit."

Eze 47:12  And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. 
Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because 
the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for 
healing."

Joe 3:18  "And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, 
and all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with water; and a fountain shall come forth from the 
house of the LORD and water the Valley of Shittim.

Joh 15:5-6  I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is 



thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 

Rev 22:1-2  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

4. Baptism signifies the reception of the Spirit.

Joh 7:38-39  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, 
for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Pro 1:23  If you turn at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; I will make my words 
known to you. 

Isa 32:15  until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness becomes a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field is deemed a forest.

Isa 12:3  With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Eze 36:27  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 
to obey my rules.

Joe 2:28  "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see 
visions.

Zec 14:8  On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea 
and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter.

Joh 3:3-8  Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 
'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

Act 1:5  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now."

Act 10:45-47  And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were 
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, "Can anyone withhold 
water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"



1Co 12:13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--
and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

5. Baptism signifies passing through God's judgment of wrath.

Gen 7:23  He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was 
left, and those who were with him in the ark....1Pe 3:20-21  because they formerly did not obey, 
when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now 
saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Exo 14:28-29  The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of 
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. But the people of Israel 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left....1Co 10:1-2  For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,

Psa 32:5-7  I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess 
my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah Therefore let 
everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of 
great waters, they shall not reach him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah

Psa 69:13-15  But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. At an acceptable time, O God, in the 
abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving faithfulness. Deliver me from sinking in 
the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. Let not the flood sweep 
over me, or the deep swallow me up, or the pit close its mouth over me. 

Isa 43:2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you.

6. Baptism signifies union with Christ, and participation in his death, burial, and resurrection.

Rom 6:3-6  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.

Gal 3:27  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Col 2:12  having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.

7. Baptism signifies a new, living heart of faith.



Eze 36:25-26  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 

Eze 37:1-14  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around 
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were 
very dry. And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, 
you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 
LORD." So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, 
that they may live." So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. Then he said to me, "Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are indeed cut off.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I 
will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the 
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do 
it, declares the LORD."

Act 18:8  Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire 
household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.

Gal 3:2  Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with 
faith?...14  so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
might receive the promised Spirit through faith.

1Pe 3:21  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Concluding Thoughts and Arguments from Other Scriptures

1. The leaders of the Church are commanded to designate as covenant members all who possess 
the Kingdom, and designate as heathen those who have proven unworthy or apostasize; the 
sign they have been given to designate Kingdom-possessors is baptism; the infant children of 
believers are Kingdom-possessors; therefore, it being indisputable that they possess the 
Kingdom, who can hinder them from being baptized?

A) Church leaders to designate Kingdom-possessors and apostates



Mat 16:17-19  And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Mat 18:15-20  "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them." [Notice that the authority of the keys of the Kingdom is given, not just to Peter,  
but also to the consensus of Church leadership; and that, it is a power given formally to  
designate a person as a true covenant member, or, in the case of unrepentant sin (as here), to 
revoke that formal recognition of membership, so that he becomes as a heathen.]

B) Church leaders given sign of baptism to designate Kingdom-possessors

Mat 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

C) Infants brought to Jesus by believing parents possess the Kingdom

Luk 18:15-17  Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let the children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it."

D) Therefore, who can hinder infants being brought to Jesus by believing parents, who have 
incontrovertible evidence of being Kingdom-possessors, from being baptized?

Act 10:44-48  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, "Can anyone withhold water 
for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 
some days. 

2. We have no example in redemptive history of covenant children being denied any sign of 
inaugural covenant inclusion, including the sign of baptism; but we have many indications 
that it is very displeasing to God for the sign of the covenant to be withheld from them.



Gen 17:14  Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut 
off from his people; he has broken my covenant."

Exo 4:24-26  At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and sought to put him to death. 
Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son's foreskin and touched Moses' feet with it and said, 
"Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!" So he let him alone. It was then that she said, "A 
bridegroom of blood," because of the circumcision. 

Jos 5:2-9  At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of 
Israel a second time." So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-
haaraloth. And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of the people who 
came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come 
out of Egypt. Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who 
were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 
For the people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war 
who came out of Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD 
swore to them that he would not let them see the land that the LORD had sworn to their fathers to 
give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. So it was their children, whom he raised up in their 
place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been 
circumcised on the way. When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in 
their places in the camp until they were healed. And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled 
away the reproach of Egypt from you." And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.

3. In the history of redemption, God is always pleased to make his covenant promises change 
from lesser to greater, from scarcer to more bountiful, from less inclusive to more inclusive; 
and a change in the heirs of his Covenant of Grace, first promised to Abraham and all his 
seed, of such a nature as to exclude those children who were included before, would be a 
change in shocking opposition to the entire tenor of his plan of advancement everywhere else.

A) God expanded his covenant from the merely physical offspring of Abraham to all of his  
offspring, by faith, from every nation.

Deu 7:6  "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen 
you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth.  

Isa 49:6  he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that 
my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

Isa 60:1-5  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried 
on the hip. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 



Rom 4:16-18  That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his offspring--not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, "I have made you the 
father of many nations"--in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that 
he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring be." 

Gal 3:7-8  Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." 

B) God expanded his promise of a land for his people's possession from the borders of Palestine to  
the whole earth.

Gen 17:8  And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, 
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God."
Rom 4:13  For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.

Mat 5:5  "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

C) It is nowhere indicated that God, contrary to his other methods of working, diminished his  
promise to be God to those who believe with their children, and became instead the God of  
those who believe without their children.

Act 2:38-39  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself." 

4. It is impossible to make a case from Jeremiah 31:31-34 that the New Covenant's prophesied 
difference from the Old on the point of a pure membership demands a restriction of the 
covenant sign to those who can give evidence of being pure (by credible profession), for the 
following reasons:

A) The Abrahamic Covenant also made a unilateral promise implying a pure membership; hence it  
is said unequivocally that God would be God to Abraham and his offspring.

Gen 17:7  And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you.

B) The Sinaitic Covenant and the New Covenant are two different ways of making good upon the 
promises given in the Abrahamic Covenant; the Sinaitic, or Old, is impotent and cannot change 
the heart; the New is perfect, able to write upon fleshy tablets of the heart; but both are 
potential ways of making good upon a covenant made originally to believers and their  
offspring. Hence, in Jeremiah 31, the Abrahamic Covenant, which includes infants, remains in  
force, but the Sinaitic Covenant gives way so that the New might come.



Jer 31:31-33  "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with 
their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  

2Co 3:3-18  And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink 
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. Such 
is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in 
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made 
us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with 
such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being 
brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there was 
glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 
Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory 
that surpasses it. For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what 
is permanent have glory. Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was 
being brought to an end. But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old 
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, to 
this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, 
the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit. 

Heb 8:6-13  But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. For he 
finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I 
will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern 
for them, declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each one 
his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more." In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. 
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

C) If the Sinaitic Covenant cannot negate the promises made to Abraham (which include Kingdom 
possession even of infant children), how can the New negate those promises, which indeed it  
fulfills?



Gal 3:15-19  To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one 
annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to 
his offspring. It does not say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And 
to your offspring," who is Christ. This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, 
does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. For if the 
inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a 
promise. Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 
come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 
intermediary. 

D) The Abrahamic Covenant, originally cast in terms of pure membership, included provisions for 
apostates to be cut off; its fulfillment, the New Covenant, likewise contains provisions for  
apostates to be cut off; but in neither case does the ideal of pure membership require the 
exclusion of infants, but only the excommunication of those who prove to be impostors.

Gen 17:9-14  And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every 
male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from 
any foreigner who is not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is 
bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." 

Mat 18:15-20  "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them." 

Rom 11:19-22  Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 
That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So 
do not become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he 
spare you. Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have 
fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will 
be cut off. 

Heb 6:4-6  For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the 
word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them 
again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and 
holding him up to contempt. 



E) Many who are baptized in adulthood prove impure, just as many who are baptized as infants  
prove impure; hence, Jeremiah's speaking of the New Covenant in terms of purity is not  
possible to be perfectly realized upon this earth either by credo-only-baptists or paedo-baptists,  
both of whom are striving for that purity.

Acts 8:13-21  Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. 
And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. Now when the apostles at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 
who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet 
fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they 
laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit 
was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, "Give 
me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." But 
Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the 
gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right 
before God. 

F) Infant children of believers have as much evidence of purity as adult converts: they are 
considered to be holy to God and Kingdom-possessors, they are spoken of as having faith, and 
many other such things.

1Co 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 
is, they are holy.

Luk 18:15-17  Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let the children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it."

2Ti 3:15  and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Luk 1:41  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,


